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ACTS   AM)   PROCEEDINGS 


THE    GENERAL    ASSEMBLIES 


OF    THE 


KIRK    OK    SCOTLAND, 


FROM  THE  YEAR  M.D.LX. 


U     I!'!'  FROM  Till:  MOST  iUTHENTIC  MANUSCRIPTS 

Scotland  CV\uvcV»  o^.&eNeral  Asse^bl 

PART  SECOND.    M.D.LXXVHL— M.D.XCII. 


EDINBURGH,    M.DC<  I  .XL. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the   Bannatyn]    < 
held  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  Hon-''  of  the  President,  on  Friday 
the  3d  day  of  July  1840:— 

It  was  stated  l>v  the  President,  that  the  Second  Pari  of  the  Book 
of  the  Universal  Kirk  of  Scotland,  containing  all  that  could  be  found 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assemblies  <>('  the  Church,  from  the 
year  1577  to  the  year  1592,  which  forms  an  important  era  in  the  his 
of  Presbytery,  was  now  very  nearly  completed ;  and  that  it  would  be 
rable  to  lime  it  circulated  among  the  Members  of  the  Club,  without 
awaiting  the  completion  of  the  third  and  last  portion  of  the  Work  : 
Resolved, — That  Part  Second  of  the  "  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the 
Genera]  Assemblies  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  from  the  year  M.D.I  A, 
collected  from  the  most  authentic  Manuscripts,"  printed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  President,  be  forthwith  issued  to  the  Mem 
of  the  Club. 


THE  UAXXATYNE  CLUB. 


JULY,   M.I)(  (.'('.XL 


THOMAS   THOMSON.    ESQ. 
PRESIDENT. 

THE  EARL  OF  ABERDEEN. 
THE  EARL  OF  ASHBURNHAM. 
LORD  BELHAYEN  AND  HAMILTON 
ROBERT  BELL,  ESQ. 
WILLIAM   BELL,  ESQ 
WILLIAM  BLAIR,  ESQ. 
THE  K'EV.   I'll  I  LI  I'  BLISS,  D.C.L. 
JOHN  BORTHWICK,  I 
LO  BERLAB   BOTFLELD,  ESQ 

Till]  MARQUIS  OF  BREADALBANE 

LLEUT.-GENERAL  SLB  T.  B1ACDOUGALL  BRISBANE,  BART 
GEORGE  BRODLE,  ESQ 
CHARLES  DASHWOOD  BRUCE,  i 
<>   TYNDALL  BRUCE,  ESQ, 

THE  DUKE  OF  BUCCLEUCB  AND  QUEENSBERR1 
JAMES  CAMPBELL,  ESQ 
WILLIAM  CLERK,  ESQ 

H(>X.  BENRY  COCKBURN,  LORD  COCKBURN,    VICE 
PRESIDENT. 
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ANDREW  COVENTRY,  ESQ. 
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HON.  JOHN  FULLERTON,  LORD  FULLERTON. 

WILLIAM  GOTT,  ESQ. 

ROBERT  GRAHAM,  ESQ. 

LORD  GRAY. 

RIGHT  HON.  THOMAS  GRENVILLE. 

THE  EARL  OF  HADDINGTON. 
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EDWARD  W.  A.  DRUMMOND  HAY,  ESQ. 

SIR  THOMAS  BUCHAN  HEPBURN,  BART. 
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SIB  HENRY  JARDINE 
50  HON.  FRANCIS  JEFFREY,  LORD  JEFFRE1 
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_ 


THE    BOOKE 

OF  THE 

UNIVERSAL!    KIRK    OF    SCOTLAND: 

WHEREIN  THE  HEADIS  AND  CONCLUSIOl  NS 

DEVYSIT  BE  THE  MINISTERIS  AND  COMMISSIONARES 

OF  THE  PARTICULAR  KIRKs  THEREOF 

ARK  SPECIALLY  EXPRESSED 

WI>  CONTAINED. 


\    1)   M.D.I.XW  III. 


Tin:  General]  AJTemblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh,  the  24  day  ol 
Apryle,  in  the  Magdalene  Chappell,  1578:  Wherein  was  prefenl 
CommifHoners  of   Countreyes,    Kirks,    Townes   and    Vniverfities, 

with  Minillers.     Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Moderatour. 

At  tin.'  Modcratours  inilance,  the  AJTemblie  appointit  Mrs  Johne  Row, 
Robert  Pout,  Jaino-  Low  rone  and  David  Lindefay,  to  concurre  and  con- 
feree with  him  at  eztraordinar  honres,  to  advyfe  vpon  lick  matters  a-  falbe 
thochl  lu'll  to  be  proponit  to  the  Aflemblie. 


Seflfio  1"- 

i  .Mr  John  Row,  Minifterof  Perth,  complained  upon  Mr  Patrick  Adam- 
Ion,  That  be  had  given  collation  of  a  benefice  lying  within  the  bounds  com- 
mitted to  hi--  vilitation,    to  David   Ilimic,    without    hifl  advice  and  COnfent  : 

Mi  Patrick  granted  he  had  given  collation,  l>ut  pretended  ignorance  of  the 
Act  of  the  Kirk  in  the  contrair,  andalledged  a  recommendation  of  the  (aid 
perfon  to  the  General!  Aflemblj  ;  and  that  he  being  prefented  in  the  end 
ol  the  lafl  Regents  Government,  thai  he  haftened  the  (aid  collation  It'll  he 
ihould  bave  been  prevented  l>c  others  ;  (ubmitting  himfelfe  alwayes  to  the 
correctioun  of  the  Aflembly:     The  Aflembly  finds   the  act    oi   the  Kirk. 
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tranigrelled  herein,  and  ordaines  the  faraen  to  be  keeped  in  tymes  coming  : 
and  as  for  order  to  be  taken  with  the  laid  David,  it  was  continued  till  his 
coming  on  Monday  the  28th  of  this  inflant.  C] 


Seffio  S^- 
It  was  thocht  good  be  the  Aflembly,  that  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Johne  Craig, 
Johne  Duncanfone,  fould  be  direct  to  the  Kings  Hienes  Counfell,  requyre- 
and  the  Counfell  to  direct  fome  of  the  fame  as  Commiffioners  from  his 
Hienes,  to  aflilt  the  Affemblie  with  thair  prefence  and  counfell ;  quho 
returnit  thair  anfuer,  That  be  reafon  of  vrgent  affaires  they  could  not  be 
prefent  this  day,  bot  the  morne  ther  fould  be  twa  deput  to  be  direct  to  the 
Kirk. 


Seffio  3a- 

[George  Johnflon,  Minifler  at  Ankrum,  complained  upon  Mr  James 
Boyd,  That  he  being  Minifler  at  Ankrum  thir  five  or  fix  years  by  pafl,  the 
laid  Mr  James,  upon  a  prefentation  directed  to  him,  gave  collation  to  Mr 
Hector  Douglafs  of  the  Parfonage  of  Ankrum,  howbeit  the  benefice  lieth 
not  within  the  bounds  committed  be  the  Aflembly  to  his  Vifitation,  and 
without  confent  alfo  of  the  Vifiters  of  that  part  :  The  faid  Mr  James 
declared,  He  had  given  the  faid  Mr  Hector  collation  of  the  laid  Perfonage, 
and  had  made  the  Commiffioner  forefeen  in  the  matter ;  but  the  other 
denyed  that  he  gave  confent  to  his  collation  :  The  Aflembly  finds  the  act 
to  be  tranfgrefled  be  the  faid  Mr  James  Boyd,  and  ordaineth  the  fame  to 
be  keeped  in  tymes  coming.  C] 

It  was  ordained,  That  Bifchops,  and  all  vthers  bearand  Ecclefiafticall 
functioun,  be  callit  be  thair  awin  names,  or  Brethren,  in  tyme  comeing. 

Anent  the  ordinance  made  in  the  lafl  Aflemblie,  concerning  the  pre- 
fenting  of  the  Booke  of  Policie  of  the  Kirk  to  my  Lord  Regents  Grace  : 
The  brethren  haveand  commiflioun  thereto  declarit,  That  they  had  pre- 
fentit  the  fame  to  him,  with  the  iiipplicatioun  appointit ;  and  ane  day 
beand  appointit  to  conference,   the  alteration  of  the  Authoritie  lies  inter- 


15?8.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  105 

veinit :  And  always  to  flay  corruption  in  the  entrie  of  the  Kin::-.  M.i- 
jefties  Government,  they  had  prefentit  to  his  Hienes  Counfell,  ;i  fupplica< 
tioun  «nth  foure  Articles ;  ane,  for  obfervation  of  the  AcT  of  Parliament, 
tuiching fick  as  beares  publick  office  within  this  readme;  ane  yther,  for 
putting  ordonr  to  the  late  murther  in  Striyeling  and  Edenburgh  ;  the 
thrid,  for  the  Policie  of  the  Kirk  ;  the  fourth,  for  fnj)j>< >rt  of  the  appearand 
famein  :     Of  the  quhilks  articles  as  jet  they  receivit  no  anfuer. 


[The  Articles,  in  a  certain  manufcript,  fet  down  fully  after  this 
manner  : 

1.  That  fubftantial  remedy  be  found  out  for  relief  of  the  poor  commons, 
in  this  prefent  dearth. 

2.  That  none  be  admitted  to  publick  office,  or  Counfell,  but  Inch  as 
have  given  confenion  of  their  faith,  fubferibed  the  articles  of  religion,  and 
communicat  at  the  Lords  Table,  conforrae  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  made 
at  Edinburgh,  the  15  of  December  I0G7. 

3.  That  the  Book  of  Discipline,  or  Policy  of  the  Kirk,  prefented  to 
the  Regent,  might  be  advifed  upon,  and  Commiflioners  chofen  be  the 
Secret  Council,  to  reafon  and  conferre  with  the  Commiffionera  of  the 
Generall  AJTembly,  and  that  time  be  appointed  thereto  in  the  Kim.^  Grao  - 
prefence,  before  the  time  of  Parliament. 

1.  That  the  Sabbath  day  be  univerfally  obferved  ;  men  at-,  playes,  and 
all  other  impediments,  which  may  hinder  the  people  t<>  conveen  to  hear  tin- 
word,  be  dilcharged. 

5.  That  adultery,  ineeft,  murther,  and  other  hainous  offences,  (peciallj 
the  late  murther  of  the  Chancellor  at  Stirline,  be  punifhed. 

6.  That  no  genera]  Collector  be  chofen  without  the  Kirks  advice  ;  but 
that  the  Kirk  may  intmmett   with  their  own    third,    according   to   the   Act 

of  Parliament.  C.  ] 


The  haill  Allemblie  thoght  the  fame  meitt  to  be  craved  of  the  Counfell, 
and  defyred  my  Lord  Herreis  and  the  Abbot  of  Deir  prefent,  of  thair 
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opinioun  concerning  the  faid  Articles  :  Whofe  anfuer  was,  They  came 
not  to  vote  nor  conclude,  bot  were  directed  be  the  Counfell  to  heir  and 
fie  the  proceidings  of  the  Affemblie,  and  alwayes  fould  infill  at  the  hands 
of  the  Counfell  for  anfuer  to  the  faids  Articles. 

Anent  the  complaint  made  vpon  David  Fergufone,  That  he  had  overfein 
the  executioun  of  the  a6l  made  tuitching  Mrs  Thomas  Bigger  and  George 
Bofwell,  anent  thair  reforting  to  the  Exercife  of  Dumfermling :  The 
faid  David  prefent  declarit,  That  vpon  thair  promife  to  erect  ane  Exercife 
in  Kirkcadie  he  itayit,  quherin  they  have  fail^eit.  The  Kirk  ordaines  the 
laid  act  to  be  put  to  executioun  be  him,  as  accordis. 


Seffio  4>a- 

It  was  thoght  meitt  be  the  brethren,  that  certaine  fould  be  direct  to  my 
Lord  Herries  and  the  Abbot  of  Deir,  to  put  them  in  remembrance  of  the 
anfuer  to  the  articles  givin  in  to  the  Counfell  ;  and  lykewayes  [to  require 
them]  to  demand  of  the  Counfell,  Whither  they  be  direct;  to  the  Affemblie 
to  give  thair  advyfe  in  all  things  tending  to  the  glorie  of  God  and  weill  of  his 
Kirk,  or  to  heir  allanerlie  5  and  if  the  brether  finds  it  expedient,  to  propone 
the  ana  and  the  vther  themfelves  to  the  Counfell :  And  to  that  effect  were 
direct  Mrs  Andro  Hay  and  David  Lindefay,  quho  returning  reportit,  [touch- 
ing an  anfwer  to  the  Articles,]  That  fome  difficulties  are  in  the  articles  ;  and 
for  realbning  therof  with  (ick  as  the  Kirk  will  appoint  therto,  they  have  or- 
dainit  twa  of  the  Counfell  to  concurre  with  them  the  morne  at  aught 
houres  :  As  to  the  perfons  they  direct  to  the  Affemblie,  they  gave  them 
no  power  as  Commiffioners  of  the  King  to  vote  in  the  Affemblie,  for  they 
had  not  fpokin  the  King  in  this  behalfe  ;  alwayes,  as  brether  and  members 
of  the  Kirk,  they  fall  give  advyfe,  counfell,  and  vote.  The  Kirk  appoints 
Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Johne  Row,  James  Lowfone,  Andro  Hay,  Andro 
Melvill  and  David  Lindefay,  to  concurre  with  the  deputes  of  the  Counfell, 
to  reafon  vpon  the  faids  articles  the  morne  at  aught  houres. 

Forfameikle  as  the  heids  of  the  Policie  beand  concludit  and  aggreit  in  the 
laft  Affembly  of  the  Kirk,  be  the  moft  part  of  the  brether  ;  certaine  of  the 
brether  fand  fome  difficultie  and  queftione  in  that  heid  de  Diaconatu,  quher- 
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throw  farther  reafoning  was  refervil  to  this  Aflembly  theranent  :  h  was 
therfor  requyrit  that  if  any  brother  had  any  reasonable  doubt  or  argument 
to  propone,  that  he  Jalbe  readie   the  morne  to   offer  his  reafons,   quher 

hi1  falbe  heard  and  rofolvit. 

It  was  ordained,  That  ane  general!  Fall  be  obferved  \ni\erlallie  within 
the  kirks  within  this  realnie,  to  begin  the  fir  ll  Sonday  of  Junij  nixt  t<>  (nine, 
and  to  continue  quhill  the  nixt  Sonday  therafter  inclufive,  with  theaccufto* 
init  exercil'e  of  doctrine  and  prayers,  and  [that  the  Moderator  and  the  bre- 
thren joyned  to  conthlt  with  him,  advife  upon  the  caufes  of  the  Fall,  and,  to 
the  end  the  fame  may  be  the  more  folemnly  obferved,  that]  intimation  be 
made  heirof,  with  the  tvine  and  caufes,  to  the  KiiiLr  and  Counfell,  together 
with  a  fupplicatioun  to  Ins  Grace  and  Counfell  to  difcharge  be  opin  procla- 
mation, all  kynd  of inlblent  playis  as  King  of  Mav,  Robin  Hood,  and  Gck 
vthers,   in  the  moneth  of  May,  played  either  be  bairnes  at  the  fchools  or 

other-. 


Seffio  5* 

The  brethren  appointit  to  conferre  with  the  depute  of  the  Counfell 
tuiching  the  difficulties  the}-  had  to  propone  agains  the  articles  L;i\in  in  to 
the  laid  Counfell,  reportit,  That  the  laid  depute  willed  the  Affemblie  t<> 
name  the  perfons  quhom  they  l'ufpeetit  of  Papiftrie,  and  to  direct  from  the 
number  of  the  Kirk  certaine  brethren,  to  admonifch  them  to  fubferyve  to 
the  articles  of  the  religioun,  [prefented,  continued  and]  prefentlie  allow  it 

be  the  ael  of  Parliament,    [within  this  realnie,  ]  and  to  paiticipat  the  (  !om« 

munion  ;  and  if  they  tind  dill'obedient-,  to  intimat  the  tame  to  the  (  'onnfell, 

and  lykewayes  to  proceid  againfl  the  diflbbedients  with  the  cenfures  of  tin- 
Kirk. ' 

The  Affemblie  nominal  my  Lord  Chancellar,   the  Erlea  ol   Cathnes  and 
Montgomerie,   and   my  Lord  Ogilvie ;  and  ordamH    Mrs  Johne  Row  and 

dame-     Low  (one    to    rommnnieat    with    the    ("hancellar  J    and     Mr-    .Inline 

Craig  and  Johne  Duncanfone,  with  the  reftj  and  to  report  thair  anfueris 
.it  i\ \ e  boures  to  the  Commiffioners  of  Countreyis,  [in  the  great  kirk.] 

[A-  to    the  (econd  and  third    article-  :    n<>  full  refohition   given,    but  de- 
layed till  ti\ e  hours. 
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The  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath,  taking  away  of  the  mercats,  and  fuch 
lyke :  The  deputs  thought  meet,  That  a  fupplication  fould  be  given  to 
the  Council,  with  the  judgement  of  the  Aflembly  thereanent,  whereunto 
the  Aflembly  agreeing  appointed  Mr  David  Lindfay  and  John  Duncanfon 
to  pen  the  famen  betwixt  and  five  hours. 

As  for  the  Colle6torie,  and  Book  of  Policie,  They  mould  take  order 
before  the  time  of  the  Parliament :  It  was  anfwered,  That  it  belonged 
to  the  Kirk  to  provide  for  the  Collectory  according  to  their  own  libertie, 
granted  be  act  of  Parliament. 

As  to  the  Policy  :  It  was  required  that  inflantly  time  and  place  be  ap- 
pointed, perfons  chofen  to  conferr  with  their  Commiflioners,  that  all  things 
may  be  duely  advifed  upon  befor  the  Parliament :  Upon  this  heid  they 
promifed  to  advife  with  the  Council.  C] 


Seflio  6a- 

According  to  the  ordinance  made  gefterday,  all  perfons  that  hes  any 
reafonable  doubt  or  argument  to  propone  agains  the  heids  of  the  Policie, 
were  requyrit  to  propone  the  fame ;  and  nane  ofFerit  any  [reafon  or]  ar- 
gument in  the  contrair. 

[The  Aflembly  continues  the  Commiflioners  of  Provinces  in  their  office 
and  charge  of  commiflion  till  the  next  Aflembly.  C] 


Seffio  7a* 

Forfameikle  as  ther  is  great  corruption  in  the  eftate  of  Bifchops,  as 
they  are  prefentlie  made  in  this  realme,  quhervnto  the  Kirk  wald  pro- 
vyde  fome  flay  in  tyme  comeing,  fo  farre  as  they  may,  to  the  effect 
farther  corruptioun  may  be  brydlit :  Therfor  the  Kirk  hes  concludit, 
That  no  Bifchops  falbe  electit  or  made  heirafter,  befor  the  nixt 
Generall  Aflemblie  ;  difchargeing  all  Minifters  and  Chapiters  to  pro- 
ceid  any  wayes  to  electioun  of  Bifchops  in  the  meanetyme,  vnder  the 
paine  of  perpetuall  deprivatioun  from  thair  offices  ;  and  that  this  matter 
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bo  proponil  firfl  in  the  nucl  Aflemblie,  to  be  confultit  quhat  farder  ordour 
fall)*-  tane  therin. 

Anent  benefices  vakand  in  the  kirk-  quher  ther  is  qualified  Minifters 
ferving:  The  Kirk  hes  determinat  and  ordained,  'That  no  Vifitors  ol 
Countreyes  give  collation  of  the  (aids  benefices  to  any  vther  perfon  by  the 
Minifter  of  the  kirk  quherof  the  benefice  vaikes,  <|idnll  the  nixt  General! 
Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk,  vnder  the  paine  of  deprivation  from  thair  oflices  : 
and  if  they  be  vrereit  be  the  Princes  letters  therto,  to  (hew  this  ordinance 
For  thair  defence  ;  and  that  this  fame  matter  be  proponit  in  the  nixt  At 
femblie,  that  ordour  may  be  takin  therin. 

[Item  to  confult  in  the  next  Aflembly,  what  order  lhall  be  taken  with 
Minillers,  who  let  fewes  and  takes  of  their  benefices,  or  the  I'haptonrs 
that  COnfent  thereto  ;  licklvkc  with  them  that  lend  their  children  to  Uni- 
verfities  where  papiftrie  is  taught.  C] 

Seirio  S>- 

rfameikle  as  the  Generall  Kirk  hes  thocht  meitt  that  the  travells 
tane  be  them  vpon  the  l'olicie  be  prefentit  to  the  K intr-  Majeflie 
and  his  Hienes  Counfell:  It  was  found  g"ood,  That  befor  the  copies 
therof  were  delyverit,  thev  fould  be  ^et  revewit  and  overiein  be  Mrs 
Robert  Pout,  .lame-  Lowfone  and  David  Lindefay ;  and  beand  wrytin 
over  according  to  the  originall,  ane  copie  to  be  prefentit  be  them  to 
his  Hienes,  with  a  fupplication  pennit  be  them  to  that  effect,  with  ane 
vther  copie  to  the  Connfell  ;  the  tyme  to  be  at  the  difcretioun  of  the 
laid  brother,  lb  it  be  befor  the  general]  Fafl  :  And  in  cace  conference 
and   reafoning  be  craveit    vpon  the   (aids  heids,   the    kirk  hes  nominat 

Mrs   Johnc  Craig,    Alexander    Arbuthnot,    the    Laird    <>f    Dime,    William 

Chryflefone,  Johne  Row,  David  Fergufone,  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone, 
1  ).i\  id  Lindefay,  Johne  Duncanfone,  Andro  Melvill,  Andro  I  [ay  and  James 
Greig,  to  concurre  and  conveine  at  lick  tymes  appointed  ho  the  Kim:  and 
Counfell,  as  advertifement  fall  he  made  to  them  be  the  (aid thrie  brether ; 
and  that  the  faids  Commiffioners  at  the  lai.l  Conference  reafon  alfo  on  the 
heid  of  the  ceremonies  ;  and  how  farre  Minillers  may  meddle  with  civill 
affaires,  ami  if  thev  may  vote  in  Counfell  or  Parliament. 

'1  he  General!  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  finding  the  vniverfall  corruption  "t 
the  haill  Kllates   of  the  body  of  this  realme,    the    great   caldneN   and  Hack- 
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nes  of  religioun  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  profeffours  of  the  fame  j  with 
the  daylie  increafe  of  all  kynd  of  fearefull  lins  and  enormities,  as  incelt, 
adulterie,  murder,  and  namelie,  recentlie  committed  in  Edenburgh 
and  Striveling,  curfed  facriledge,  vngodlie  feditioun  and  divilioun  within  the 
bowells  of  the  realme,  with  all  manner  of  diffordourit  and  vngodlie  living, 
quhilk  juftlie  hes  [moved  and]  provockit  our  God,  althogh  long  fuffering 
and  patient,  to  ftretch  out  his  arme  in  his  anger  and  to  correct  and  vifite  the 
iniquitie  of  the  land,  and  namely  be  the  prefent  feueritie  of  famine  and 
hunger,  joinit  with  the  civill  and  domeltick  feditiouns,  quhervnto  doubtles 
greater  judgements  mult  fucceid,  if  thefe  his  correcYiouns  worke  no  reforma- 
tioun  nor  [true]  amendement  in  mens  hearts  ;  feeing  alio  the  bloodie  con- 
clufiouns  of  the  cruell  counfells  of  that  Romane  beaft,  tending  to  extermine 
and  raze  from  the  face  of  all  Europe  the  true  light  of  the  bleffed  word  of 
falvatioun  :  For  thefe  caufes,  and  that  God  of  his  mercie  wald  bleffe  the 
Kings  Hienes  and  his  regiment,  and  make  him  to  have  a  happie  and  prof- 
perous  government,  as  alfo  to  put  in  his  Hienes  heart,  and  in  the  hearts  of 
his  noble  Eftates  in  Parliament,  not  only  to  make  and  eftablifch  good 
and  politick  lawes  for  the  weill  and  good  government  of  the  realme  ;  but 
alfo  to  fett  and  eltablifli  lick  a  policie  and  difcipline  in  the  Kirk  as  is  craveit 
in  the  word  of  God,  and  is  conceivit  and  pennit  already  to  be  prefentit  to 
his  Hienes  and  Counfell ;  that  in  the  ane  and  the  vther,  God  may  have  his 
due  praife,  and  the  age  to  come  ane  example  of  vpright  and  godlie  living 
and  dealing  :  [The  Generall  Affembly  therefore  hath  concluded,  That 
an  univerfall  Fail  fhall  be  keeped  through  all  the  Kirks  of  this  realme,  to 
beginne  the  firlt  Sunday  of  June  next  to  come,  and  to  continue  till  the 
next  Sunday  thereafter  inclulive,  keeping  the  accuftomed  ufe  of  exercife 
according  to  the  Book  of  Public  Falling  ;  and  that  this  act  be  intimat  to 
the  King  his  Majeftie  and  Counfell,  and  his  Grace  and  Counfell  humbly 
required  to  difcharge  be  proclamatioun,  all  kind  of  infolent  playes,  as 
Robin  Hood,  King  of  May,  and  fuch  like,  in  all  perfons,  as  well  fcholers 
as  others,  under  fuch  paines  as  they  fhall  think  good.  C.  &  B.] 


Seflio  9a- 

[The  brethren  appointit  to  travell  with  the  Lords  of  the  Kings  Majefties 
Counfell,  which  were  nominat  by  the  Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk,  fuipect 
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in  religion,  reportit,  Thai  the  Erie  of  Cathnes  defyril  to  fie  the  articl< 
religioo  which  he  was  defired  to  fubfcrive,  and  be  thould  give  bis  anfwer. 
My  Lord  Ogilvie  declarit,  That  he  had  fubfcryvil  the  Articles  of  religion, 
and  rccrivit  the  Communioun  befor  he  pafl  out  of  tin-  countrey,  and  if  an} 
man  doubted  of  his  profeflion,  he  was  content  to  fubfcrive  the  raids  art i.  1.  -, 
and  to  participat  the  fupper  of  the  Lord.  As  to  my  Lord  Chancellour 
and  tlic  Erie  of  Montgomerie,  they  had  not  commoditie  to  meil  with  them, 
and  now  are  both  offtheToun.  TheAflembly  ordained  the  Minillersand 
Seffion  of  Edinburgh,  or  the  Minifler  of  the  Cafllc  of  Stirline,  to  admo- 
nilh  and  require  the  raids  Lords  to  fubferyve  the  Articles  of  religion  pre- 
lenth  profeffed  within  this  real  me,  and  to  participat  the  bolj  Communion, 
in  cafe  they  refort  within  their  bounds:  Otherways  ordaines  the  Minifters 
and  Seffiouna  of  thefe  townes  <[iiher  they  tall  happin  to  make  repaire,  to 
admonifch  them  in  Iyke  manner;  and  if  they  find  diffobedience,  after 
dm>  admonitiouns,  to  proceed  againil  thorn  with  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk.    C.  &  B.] 

Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun  [Minifler  of  Pafley]  was  nominal  .  the 

brether,  to  anfuer  the  bills. 

Seffio  10 

[It  was  proponed,]  What  falbe  the  punifhmenl  of  communicants  thai 
violate  the  general!  Fafl  :  Anfuer,  They  fall  make  repentance  twa  feverall 
Sondayis  ;  and  according-  to  the  contempt  in  the  violationn,  the  paine  to  be 
aggravat. 

The  Convention  nixt  appointit  at  Edenburgh  the  7  da]  of  Julij  nixt  to 
come,  in  cace  the  Parliament  already  proclaimit  bald  ford  wart;  vtherwayi  s, 
in  cace  that  the  fame  hald  any  vther  tyme  betuixt  and  the  twentie  four  day 
of  October  nixt  to  come,  that  the  brether  conveine  in  the  place  quher  it 
falbe  haldin  for  the  tyme,  tour  dayes  befor  the  fame;  and  fail^eand  of 
baith,  vpon  the  £4  da]  of  October  nixt  to  come,  within  the  towne  of 
Edenburgh. 
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A.D.  M.D.LXXVIII. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  conveinit  at  Striveling  and  begun  the  xj  day 
of  Junij  1578  :  Where  ther  was  prefent  the  Commiffioners  of 
Countreyes,  Comraiflioners  from  Synodall  AlTemblies,  Townes, 
and  Vniverfities. 


Seflio  la- 
in refpedl  of  the  raritie  of  the  Affemblie,  [becaufe  the  indi6lion  therof 
at  the  laft  Affembly  depended  upon  the  tyme  of  holding  the  Parliament, 
which  was  prorogued,  and  tranfferred,  and  the  time  was  fo  fhort,  that  the 
whole  countrie  could  not  be  advertifed,]  the  brethren  that  were  conveinit, 
thoght  beft  to  meitt  at  two  houres  afternoone,  and  to  fitt  quhill  fyve  houres 
at  noone. 


Seflio  2»- 

Exhortation  beeand  made  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Moderatour  of  the 
laft  Affemblie,  befor  farther  proceiding,  queftion  beand  proponit,  If  this 
Affemblie  be  ane  continuation  of  the  laft  Affemblie,  or  ane  new  AlFemblie  : 
It  was  reafonit  and  concludit  to  be  ane  new  Generall  Affemblie.  For 
eledlioun  of  ane  Moderatour,  Mrs  Johne  Row,  David  Fergufone  and  Johne 
Duncanfone  was  proponit  in  leits,  and  be  pluralitie  of  votes  Mr  Johne 
Row,  [Minifter  at  Perth,]  was  chofen  Moderatour. 
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That  matters  might  be  advifedly  proponed  and  more  conveniently 
handled,  the  Aflembly  direclil  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  Andro 
Melvill,  Johne  Craig  and  Andro  Hay  to  jive  thair  counfell  andcomrauni- 
cat  with  the  Moderatour  in  lick  matters  a-  falbe  thoghl  I » ■  * i  1l  to  be  refolvil 
at  this  Conventioun.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  it  bes  pleafed   the  goodnes  of  God   to  indue  the  Ki 
Majeftie  with  /rait'  of  his  true  religion,  it  was  thoght  rery  meit,  That  the 
Laird  of  Lundie,    Mrs  Johne  C'raij,   James  Lowfone,    Rohert    Pont  and 
Johne  Row  fould  he  direct  it  t<>  his  Grace  to  crave  that  fome  were  dire&i 
he  his  Grace  to  affift  this  Affemblie  the  morne,  at  aught  houres   in   the 
morning-,  and  to  report  hi-  Hienes  anfu  ir. 


Seffio  8* 

Anent   the  Act   made    in    the    lall    Aflemblie,    the    28    of   Aprile    1 

concerning  the  electioun  of  Bifchops,  fiifpendit  quhill  this  prefent  Aflem- 
blie,  and  the  farther  ordour  refervit  thereto:     The    General    Aflemblie, 

all  in  ane  vo\  ee,  he--  concludit,  That  the  laid  act  falbe  extendit  lor  all  t\  mi  - 
to  come,  ay  and  <|idnll  the  corruptioun  of  the  Eflate  of  Bifchops  he  alluter- 
lie  tane  away  ;  and  that  all  Bifchops  already  electit,  he  requyrit  particu- 
larlie  to  fubmitt  themfelves  to  the  General]  Aflembly  [of  the  Kirk  <"ii- 
cernin  the  reformation  of  thee  orruption  of  that  Eflate  of  Bifchops  [in 
thair  perfones  ;}  quhilk  if  they  refufe,  after  admonitiouns,  excommunica- 
tion to  proceid  againfl  them  :  quhilk  [ubmiflion  the  Bifchop  i  I  Dumblane 
willinglie  offerit  to  the  Aflemblie. 

Anent  the  Art  made  in  the  lall  Aflemblie,   the  28  day  of  Apryle  1 
concerning  the  collation  of  benefices  to  \  titer  perfons  nor  the  Minifler 
the  kirks  quherofthe  benefices  vaikes,  and  the  farther  ordour  to  be  tane  in 
this  Aflemblie:     The  Kirk   [and  CommilDoners]  prefent  hes  farther  [re- 
folved  and]  concludit,  That  neither  Bifchops,  \  ifitors,  nor  vth 
cominillion  of  the  Kirk,   rive  collatioun  of  benefices,  bj  and  agains  the 
tenour  of  the  (aid  act,    vnder  the   paine  therin  conteinit,   <jnhill   the   next 
Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk;  at  the  quhilk  tyme  this  matter  falbe  pro- 
poned againe,  that  larder  ordour  may  he  tane  therin 

Anent  the  penaltie  of  Bifchops,  Miniflers,  and  vth  rami  functioun 

in  tin'  Miniitrie,  that  fetts  fewes  and  taks  c(  thair  benefices  <>r  .  Hick 
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livings,  or  any  part  therof,  or  Minifters  in  Chapters  that  gives  thair  con- 
fent  therto,  without  the  confent  of  the  General!  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk, 
agains  the  tenor  of  the  acts  made  in  Affemblie  befor  :  The  Kirk  and 
Affemblie  prefent  lies  [voted  and]  concludit,  That  the  faids  perlbns  quhilk 
fall  happin  to  contraveine  the  faid  act,  falbe  depryvit  from  thair  offices  and 
functioun  in  tyme  comeing  :  [And  becaule  no  lefs  (injurie)  and  hurt  is 
done  to  the  Kirk  be  fuch  as  have  no  function  in  the  Kirk,  and  yet  poffeis 
kirk  livings  ;  the  brethren  have  willed  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lind- 
fay,  Mr  John  Craig,  the  Laird  of  Lundie  and  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  to  con- 
veen  afternoon,  and  forme  the  ordour  and  act  that  fall  be  meet  to  be  divi- 
fed  againit  fuch  perfons.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  in  the  laft  AlTemblie,  commiffioun  was  givin  to  certaine 
brether  to  prefent  to  the  Kings  Hienes  and  Counfell  the  heids  of  the  Policie 
of  the  Kirk,  with  a  fupplicatioun  vnto  his  Grace,  the  Kirk  defyrit  the  re- 
port of  thair  brothers  proceiding  ;  quho  exponit  and  fhew,  that,  according 
to  thair  commiffioun,  they  exhibit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  a  copie  of  the 
heids  of  the  Policie,  with  the  fupplicatioun  vnto  his  Grace,  quho  gave  a 
very  comfortable  and  good  anfuer,  That  not  only  wald  he  concurre  with 
the  Kirk  in  all  things  that  might  advance  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  pro- 
feffit  within  this  realme,  bot  alfo  wald  be  a  procurator  for  the  Kirk  :  And 
therafter  his  Grace  prefentit  to  the  Counfell  the  faid  fupplicatioun,  quho 
nominat  perfons  to  conferre  in  the  matter,  and  be  his  Majefties  procure- 
ment obtainit  of  the  Counfell,  that  they  might  choofe  lb  many  Minifters  to 
conferre,  as  was  at  length  aggriet  on  :  quhilk  conference  is  ready  to  be 
ihawin. 


Seffio  4a- 

The  report  of  the  Conference  had  be  the  Commiffioners  appointit  be  the 
Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell  beand  exhibite  to  the  prefent  Affemblie,  it  was 
thocht  meitt  to  be  red  ovir. 

As  to  the  fupplicatioun  devyfit  in  the  beginning  of  the  Conference,  tuitch- 
ing  thefe  that  fall  vote  in  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk  :  The  Affemblie 
thoght  the  advyce  good,  and  ordainit  Mrs  John  Row  and  Robert  Pont  to 
pen  the  fame,  and  to  preient  it  to  the  Affemblie  on  Monday. 
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Concerning  the  remnant  obfervatiouns,  ordourlie  the  Kirk  proceidit 
followes  : 

Cap.  l. 

'I'hr  aughteine  article  therof  quhilk  in  Conference  was  defyril  to  be  made 
plaine,  the  Aflemblie  thinks  it  fenfible  enough. 

Cap.  Q. 

The  thrid  article  ajrreeit  conforme  to  the  Conferem 


■&■ 


Cap.  3. 

The  7  article  to  be  farther  confident  ;  the  10  article  thoght  plaine  in 
the  felfe  ;  as  to  the  12  article,  Agreit  it  be  lVam.it  eoutoniie  to  the  Confer- 
ence. Twitching  the  advyce  craveit,  AN  hat  paines  falbe  put  to  oon  refi- 
dents  :  Tie'  Kirk  thoght  meit,  That  civil  law  he  craveit]  decernand  the 
benefices  to  vaike  through  non  refidence. 

Cap.  I. 

The  !)  article  agreeif  conforme  to  the  Conference  ;  ami  the  penaltii  "I 
perfons  excommunicat,  defyreit  to  be  horning-  or  captioun  be  (pedal  act  of 
Parliament,  to  he  execute  be  the  Thefaurer,  Juflice  Clerk,  or  vthers,  that 
the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Count'ell  pleafe  to  appoint. 

Cai>.  5. 
Aggreil  with  the  two  fupplicatiouns  defyrit. 

Cap.  6. 
The  perpetuitie  of  the  perfons  of  the  Elders  adrift  conforme 

|  Anent  order  to  he  tane  for  vilitation  of  (  lolledgee,   Schooled,    and    I  b>|- 

pitals ;  and  the  [aid  articles,  with  other  article-  to  he  given  in  he  the  breth- 
ren, to  he  feen  and  corrected  he  David  Fergufone,  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  and 

the  Commifiloners  of  Kyle,  (arid,  and  Oininirhatii. 
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Commiflioners  of  Countries  were  appointed  in  this  Affembly,  as 

followeth : — 

Mr  Gilbert  Fufie,  "i    ^  , 

MT  *  j  r   Orkney  and  Zetland, 

r  James  Annand,  }  J 

Mr  John  Robertfon,  -  -  Rofs. 

Mr  George  Hay,  -  -  Cathnefs. 

Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck,  -  -         Murray. 

Mr  David  Cunningham,         -  -         Aberdeen  and  Bamf. 

Mr  John  Craig  : — The  Kirk  of  Boyn  and  Buchan  from  North. 

T  ,      0,         ,  "v  The    Laigh    of  Marr   and    Garioch,    with    the 

John  Strauchan,         I  Tr.  .  °      __  .  .    .     ,ff 

m,     t    •  j    r  -r\         r  Kirks  01  the  Mernes  beyond  the  Mont  upon  the 

TheLairdofDun,  J  WaterofDee> 

William  Chriflefon,  ")    ™e   Hi£h  of  ^fr  and  G™<*.   Angus  and 

James  Anderfon,       f  *Ierfs'  «C?>t1 K£^°n* *■  S°one'  Kynfrwne^ 
J*    Cambus-Michael,  Killpindie,  Errol  and  Rait. 

Mr  John  Row  : — The  bounds  of  Dunkeld,  with  the  Kirks  of  Sancl 
Andrews  within  Strathern,  except  the  Kirks  of  Dunkeld  within  Fife  and 
Angus,  joyning  to  the  faid  Kirks. 

To  be  vifit  be  the  laid  Mr  John  : — Kynmonth,  Scone,  Kynfawnes, 
Cambus-Michael,  Kilfpindie,  Errol,  Rait. 

The  Bifliop  of  Dumblane  : — Dumblane. 

Mr  Patrick  Adamfon  : — Fife  from  San6l  Andrews  to  Levin. 

David  Fergufon : — From  Levin  to  Cambulkenneth,  the  Kirks  of  the 
Diocefs  of  San6t  Andrews,  from  Forth  to  Tay  on  both  the  fides  of  New- 
burgh,  and  therefra  well  on  the  louth  fide  of  the  Ochells,  the  Kirks  of 
SancT;  Andrews  and  Dunkeld. 

Mr  John  Spotfwood  : — Lothian  from  Stirling  to  the  Water  of  Leith. 

Mr  David  Lindfay : — From  the  Water  of  Leith  to  Cockburnfpeth. 

John  Clapperton  : — Merce  and  Lammer  Muir. 

Mr  Andrew  Cleyhills  : — Tiviotdale. 

John  Brand  : — Tweddail. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay  : — Cliddifdaill,  Renfrew  and  Lennox. 

The  Bilhop  of  Glafgow  : — Kyle,  Carict,  &c. 

Mr  Peter  Watfon  : — Nithifdaile,  Annandail. 

Mr  John  Duncanfon  : — Galloway.  C] 
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•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  to  the  hurt  and  diminutioun  of  the  rentalls 
therof,  ami  to  the  prejudice  of  the  « > L<  1  poffeflbrs  of  the  lame,  certifieng 
them  and  every  ane  of  them  thai  dois  in  the  contrair,  that  the  cenfures 
of  the  Kirk  and  excommunication  fould  proceid  againfl  them;  and  this 
act  to  be  extendit  to  all  Chapiters  of  everv  fori  and  condition  thai  i-.  rG( 
prefentlie  in  this  realme;  and  Gcklyke  againfl  them  that  are  receivers, 
direcllie  or  indire&lie,  of  the  fa  ids  fews,  tak>,  or  vthers  difpofitiouns  quhat- 
fumevir ;  and  the  contraveiners  to  be  accufi!  befor  the  General!  or  Syno- 
dal! Aflemblies,  or  thair  Commiffioners  appointit  be  ather  of  them  to  thai 
effect,  and  intimatioun  to  be  made  heirofbe  all  Commiffioners  and  Miniflers 
in  every  paroch  kirk  ;  and  that  in  refpeel:  of  the  great  inconvenient- 
knowin  to  the  Kirk,  agains  the  Kirk,  fchooles,  and  the  multitude  of  the 
poore  quhilk  daylie  increafes  and  dies  miferablie  through  the  occafioun 
forikid. 

The  nixt  Affemblie  to  be  in  Edinburgh  the  24  of  October  nixt  to  come  , 
and  if  ther  be  ane  Parliament  betuixt  and  the  (aid  day,  the  AHemblie  to 
be  quher  the  Parliament  beis,  twa  dayes  befor  tin;  fame. 


3  G 
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A.D.  M.D.LXXVIII. 


The  General  Affemblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh,  the  24  day  of 
October  1578,  in  the  Nether  Counfell  houfe  :  Quher  ther  was 
prefent  the  Commiffioners  of  Countreys,  Provinces,  Townes,  and 
Vniverfities. 

Exhortation  made  be  Mr  John  Row.  Leits,  Mrs  Andro  Hay,  Thomas 
Smeitoun,  David  Ferguibne :  The  faid  David  was  chofen  Moderatour 
be  pluralitie  of  votes. 


Seffio  la- 

[For  the  better  expedition  of  matters  in  the  Aflembly,  it  was  thought 
meet,  that  the  Moderator  conveen  with  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Andro 
Melvill,  Mr  Johne  Row,  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Mr 
Johne  Craig,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  every  day  at  7  hours  in  the  morning,  and 
two  afternoon,  in  Mr  James  Lowfon  his  gallery,  to  conferr  and  advife  upon 
luch  things  as  fhall  be  thought  meet  to  be  proponed  to  the  Aflembly. 

Becaus  that  divers  noble  perl'onages  were  prefent  within  the  toun,  whole 
prefence  was  necefiar  to  the  Aflembly ;  the  Aflembly  delired  their  breth- 
ren, John  Durie,  John  Brand,  Andrew  Kerr  of  Foudonfide  and  the  Laird 
of  Braid,  to  goe  to  their  Honours  and  require  their  prefence.   C.  &  B.] 


1578.  UNIVERSALE  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  .1  > 


Seffio  2* 

Ja  refpecl  that  at  the  defyre  of  the  Aflemblie,  certaine  of  the  Nobilitie 
were  conveinit,  viz.  my  Lord  Chancellour,  the  Erie  ofMontrois,  my  Lord 
Seatoun,  my  Lord  Lindfay,  it  was  ezponit  and  (hawin  [unto  them]  be  the 
Moderatour  of  this  Aflemblie,  in  Dame  of  the  Kirk,  quhat  care  and  (ludie 
the  Kirk  of  God  had  tane  to  intertaine  and  keip  the  puritie  of  the  Gncere 

word  of  God  vnniixt  with  the  invention  of  their  awin  heids,  quhilk  thair 
fpeciall  care  was  to  preferve  to  the  pofteritie  heirafter  :  And  feeing  that 
the  true  religioun  is  not  able  to  continue  nor  indure  long  without  a  good 
difcipline  and  policie ;  in  that  part  have  they  alfo  imployit  thair  win  and 
(ludie,  and  drawin  foorth  of  the  pure  fontaincs  of  Gods  word,  Ink  a  dilii- 
pline  Land  policie]  as  is  111 1 'it t  to  remaine  within  the  Kirk,  quhilk  they  pre- 
L'entit  to  the  Kings  Majefiie,  with  thair  fupplicatioun ;  at  whole  directioun 
certaine  Commiflioners  were  appointit  to  reafon  with  lick  as  were  depuf 
he  the  Kirk  ;  quher  the  haill  matter  heeand  difpute,  was  refolvit  and  aggreit 
to  a  few  heids,  and  theral'ter  againe  prefentit  to  tin;  Lords  of  the  Article-, 
that  the  laid  difcipline  might  take  place  and  be  eftablifhit  he  the  actis  and 
lawis  of  the  realme  ;  quherin,  nottheles,  thair  travell  lies  not  fucceidit  ; 
prayand  therfor  the  Nobilitie  preient,  alfweill  oppinly  to  make  profeffioun 
to  the  Kirk,  if  they  will  allow,  affirme  and  mantaine  the  religioun  pre- 
fentlie  eflablifchit  within  this  realme,  as  alio  the  Policie  and  Difcipline 
already  fpokin  of ;  and  labour  at  the  King  and  Counfells  hands  for  ane 
anfuer  to  the  heids  after  following,  to  wit :  That  his  Grace  and  Coun- 
tell  will  eftablifch  Inch  heids  of  the  Policie  as  was  already  refolvit  and 
aggreit  vpon  be  the  (aids  Commiflioners,  and  caufe  lick  vthers  a>  was  not 
finallie  aggreit,  to  be  reafonit  and  put  to  ane  end  ;  and  that  his  Gi 
and  Counfell  will  reftore  the  Kirk  to  [the  benefit  of]  the  ait  of  Parlia- 
ment concerning  the  thrids;  and  that  none  vote  in  Parliament  for  tin- 
Kirk,    except  fuch    as    tall    have    coinmillioun  of   the    Kirk  for  that  effecl  ; 

and  that  prefentations  of  benefices  be  dire&it  to  the  Commiflioners  o( 
Countreyis  quher  benefices  lyes  :     And  to  the  effecl  that  the  matter  maj 

he    the   better   and  fooner    exped,    that    thair    LordfhipS  wald    appoint  lick 

tyme  convenient  therto  as  they  may  hell  (pare,  that  lick  of  the  brether  as 
beis  namil  therto,  may  awaite  vpon  thair  Honour-.  Eieirvnto  the  Noble- 
men anfuerit,    That  a  part  of  them  had  math-  publick  profeffioun  of  tin- 
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religioun  befor,  and  alwayes  now  they  declare  they  confeiTe  the  religioun 
prefentlie  profell  within  this  realme,  and  fall  mantaine  the  fame  to  thair 
power  :  As  to  the  reft  they  thinke  good  the  King-  and  his  Counfell  be 
luitit,  and  they  fall  afiifl  with  the  Kirk  for  anfuer  therto  :  the  tyme  to 
that  effect;  [they  (hall  notifie]  to  the  Kirk  the  morne. 


Seflio  3a- 

The  Commiffioners  of  Provinces  were  called,  the  abfents  noted  ;  Mr 
Patrick  Adamfon  his  excule  rejected  :  The  reft  who  were  prefent,  were 
tryed.  Mr  John  Robertfon,  Minifter  of  Rofs,  was  delated,  That  he  had 
remained  almoft  this  half  year  in  Edinburgh,  fo  that  he  neither  difcharged 
his  commitlion  of  Vifitation,  nor  his  office  of  the  Miniftrie.  He  anfwered, 
That  he  had  fome  actions  depending  before  the  Lords,  and  other  weighty 
affairs,  which  flayed  him  ;  that  befide  the  fupply  of  certain  brethren  at  his 
kirk,  he  had  licence  of  the  Bifhop  of  Rofs  ;  and  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  commilfion.  The  Aftembly  willed  him  to  return  again  to  his  cure 
with  all  convenient  diligence. 

Mr  James  Boyd,  Commiftioner  of  Kyle,  Cari<5t,  &c,  was  delired  to 
fubmitt  himfelf  to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  for  reformation  of  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  ftate  of  a  Bifhop  in  his  peribn,  according  to  the  acls  of  the 
Affemblie  ;  farther  he  was  accufed  of  negligence  in  his  vilitation  ;  negli- 
gence of  preaching  at  the  kirk  of  Ofwald,  which  he  had  taken  to  be  his 
particular  kirk  ;  flacknefs  of  difcipline  ;  and  that  he  had  given  collation  to 
Mr  He6lor  Dowglafs  of  the  benefice  of  Ankrom,  with  command  to  the 
Reader  to  give  him  inftitution  thereof,  there  being  another  Minifter  there 
actually  ferving  the  cure  at  the  laid  kirk.  To  the  firft  demand,  Mr 
James  anfwered,  He  underftood  not  the  meaning  of  the  laid  act:  concern- 
ing fubmiflion  ;  alwife  he  was  content  to  offer  fuch  reafons  to  the  Mode- 
rator and  the  brethren  that  confult,  with  him,  as  either  they  may  be  fatiffied 
in  the  faid  point,  or  be  their  better  reafons  he  may  be  perfuaded  to  yield. 
The  Aftembly  appointed  him  to  be  prelent  with  the  faid  brethren  and  Mo- 
derator, upon  Munday  at  7  hours  in  the  morning,  in  Mr  James  Lowfbns 
galrie.  As  to  his  non  vilitation,  he  granted,  He  had  not  vifit  Kyle  and 
Cuningham  for  deadly  feeds  there,  and  defired  to  be  difburdened  of  that 
charge,   and   his  vilitation  to  be  limited  to  him  about  Glafgow.     As  for 
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preaching,    He   had   preached  at  the  kirk  of  Ofwald  when  he  was  in  the 
countrey,  and  other  times  at  Glafgow,  and  craved  of  the  Aflemblie,   that 

lie  might  travel]  at  Glafgow.     As  to  the  lail,  anfwered,    It  i-  the  c mon 

forme  of  collations  that  he  keeped. 

Mr  John  Row  delated,  That  he  had  not  put  in  execution  the  a6ts  of  the 
Aflemblie  again!!  Lady  Atholl.  He  anfwered,  That  he  had  taken  fome 
travell  in  that  behalfe,  yet  becaus  the  Erie  himfelf  had  adjoyned  him  to 
the  religion,  he  wold  not  be  ralli  till  he  had  farther  refolution  of  the  \i- 
fembly.  Four  brethren  arc  directed  to  the  Erie  to  require  his  judgement 
anent  the  hell  mean  to  bring  her  to  the  religion  ;  and  to  demand,  what 
tyme  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Aflembly,  who  arc  to  be  direct  to  the 
Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Council,  (hall  await  on  his  Lordlhip  and  the  rell 
of  the  Noblemen  that  were  to  ] » ; 1 1  -^  thither.  To  the  firfl  he  anfwered, 
That  tlu  readied  way  was  the  hearing  of  the  word,  and  privat  conference, 
wherein  he  Qrould  uie  diligence.  As  to  the  other  demand,  be  thinks  il 
meet,  They  j*oe  foreward  with  their  purpofe,  whether  he  goe  to  Stirline, 
or  not,  becaufe  lie  was  uncertain  ;  but  if  he  be  prefent,  he  lhall  aflift  tht  ir 
Commiflioners,  as  he  promifed. 


s    Ilio  4-k- 

Anent  the  complaint  made  of  certain  brethren  of  the  Miniftry,  that  had 
left  their  own  Hoik,   and  fome  Gmpliciter  the  function  of  the   Miniflrie, 

viz.  Alexander  Wincheller,  Miniller  in  Elgin,  left  hi-  flock  of  Elgine,  and 
now    preacheth  in  Stirline;     Mr  Patrick    Am  hinlcek    having   a  benefice    in 

Murrey,  IVrvcth  not  there  ;  Mr  John  Colvill,  Miniller  at  Kilbryde,  had 
left  the  Miniflrie;  Mr  Patrick  Dowglafs,  Chantour  of  Murray,  Mr 
Gilbert  Gardin,  non  refidents :  All  which  perfons  being  called,  the  laid 
Mr  Patrick  being  prefent,  was  commanded  to  enter  t.i  hi-  cure  in  Murrey, 

.i-  he  will    he    anlwerable    to    the    Aflembly.       lie    J  >i  <  >in  1 1 1<  1    to    obey.        Mr 

John  Craig  anfwered  for    Mr  Gilbert  Gardin,   That  hi-  bene!  riven 

up  vacant.     The  red  not  compearing,  the   Aflembly  five  their  full  j 
and  commiflion  to  their  brethren  directed  with  commiifion  to  the   King, 
to  fummond  the  (aid  Mr  John  Colvill,  and  the  Miniller  i  t    Elgine,   if  he 
be   at  Stirling,   to   compear  before  them  at  Stirline  at  fuch  other  d..* 
they  think  good,  to  anfwer  for  the  leaving  of  their  flock,   and    Miniftrie 
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refpective,  and  to  put  order  to  them  according  to  the  acts  of  the  Generall 
AiTembly,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Afl'embly  on  their  duty,  and  that 
betwixt  and  the  next  AHemblie  ;  and  if  the  faid  Minifler  of  Elgine  be  not 
there,  Ordaines  the  Commiffioner  who  mail  be  nominat  to  vifit  his 
Countrey,  to  call  the  faid  Minifler  before  him,  at  fuch  dayes  as  he  thinks 
good,  and  to  proceed  againft  him  for  his  non  refidence,  according  to  the 
acts  of  the  Aifembly,  and  to  try  the  llander  given  be  him,  and  after  jutt 
triall  thereof,  according  to  the  faid  act,  as  alfo  the  Cornmiffioners  of 
the  remanent  perfons  above  fpecified  not  relident,  to  take  iicklyke  order 
with  them  according  to  the  acts  of  the  Kirk,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon 
their  office.   C] 


Seiho  5»- 

Anent  the  act  made  in  the  laft  Alfemblie  concerning  the  fufpeniion  of 
Vifitors  fra  giving  of  collatioun  of  benefices  to  any  perfon  by  the  Minifters 
ferving  actually  at  the  kirks  quher  the  faids  benefices  lyis  :  The  Kirk  or- 
daines the  faid  act  to  ftand  in  full  effect  and  ftrength  quhill  the  nixt  AfTem- 
blie,  quher  the  matter  beand  newlie  proponit  may  be  farther  refolvit. 

[Anent  the  Commiffion  given  to  the  Minifters  of  Edinburg,  Mr  David 
Lindfay,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  David  Fergufone  and  John  Brand,  to  fummone 
Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  Commiffioner  of  a  part  of  Fife,  and  Mr  Robert 
Hammilton  Minifler  at  Sanct  Andrews,  to  have  compeared  before  them  in 
Edinburgh,  and  to  try  the  abufes  of  the  Faft  in  Sanct  Andrews,  committed 
be  their  negligence  ;  and  other  complaints  to  be  given  in  againft  the  faid 
Mr  Robert ;  and  licklike  to  try  if  the  faid  Mr  Robert  hath  obeyed  the 
ordinance  and  decreit  of  the  Kirk  concerning  the  leaving'  of  the  Provoftrie 
of  the  New  Colledge,  and  to  receive  his  anfwer  therein  ;  wherein  if  they 
find  no  reafon  to  ftay  the  execution  of  the  faid  fentence,  to  proceed,  and 
put  the  lame  in  execution,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  as  the  faid  com- 
miffion beareth.  The  faid  Commiffi oners  being  prefent,  and  required  what 
they  had  done  touching  the  premiffes,  granted  the  fame  was  not  executed, 
pretending  fome  excufe  :  Therefore  the  Afiemblie  gives  and  committs  of 
new  the  laid  matter  to  their  faid  brethren,  requiring  them  with  poffible 
diligence  to  put  the  fame  into  due  execution,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon 
their  duty  to  the  Kirk  :     And  farther  of  new  gives  commiffion  to  their 
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Paid  brethren  to  accule  the  faid  Mr  Patrick  of  the  tranigreflions  committed 
be  Ii i in  againil  the  tenor  of  1 1  i  — ;  fubmiflion,  and  to  receive  anfwer  theranenl  ; 
as  alio  charge  him  to  remove  the  corruptions  of  the  date  of  a  Bifchop  in 
his  perfon,  particularly  to  be  given  in  to  him  ;  and  if  he  refufe,  after  admo- 
nitions, to  be  cxcoininnnicat  be  the  perfons,  who  (hall  be  appointed  be 
them  to  that  effect.  C] 

Anent  the  fubmiflioun  of  Mr  James  Boyd,  ( !ommiifioner  <>t  K\  le,  ( larreck 
&c,  to  the  General!  AiTemblie,  conforme  to  the  acl  made  in  the  lafl  Aflem- 
blie,  and  the  reafoning  had  he  him  with  the  Moderator  and  brether  appoint^ 
therto  :  The  forfaid  brether  being  prefenl  thoght  beft  he  Could  publifch 
his  awin  anfuer  to  the  haill  brether  for  (atiffactioun  of  them,  quho  gave  in 
hi-  anfuer  in  wryte  as  followeth. 

Firft,  I  vnderfiand  the  name,  office,  and  modefl  reverence  borne  to  a 
Bifchop,  to  be  lawful  and  allowable  be  the  Scripture-  of  God;  and 
beand  electit  he  the  Kirk  and  King  to  be  Bifchop  of  Glafgow,  I  efteime 
my  calling  and  office  lawful.  And  as  anent  my  executioun  of  that 
charge  committrl  to  me,  1  am  content  to  endevore  at  my  vttermof]  abili- 

tie  to  peiforme  the  fame  and  every  point  therof,    and    to    abyde  the    QOnor- 

ahill  judgements  of  the  Kirk  from  time  to  time,  of  my  offending  by  my 
dewtie  ;  craveing  alwayes  a  brotherlie  defyre  at  thair  hand-,  feeing  the 
charge  i-  weghtie,  and  in  the  laying  [any  thing]  to  be  laid  to  my  chargi  . 
to  be  examinat  he  the  Canon  hit  he  the  Apoftle  to  Timothie,  1  epiflle 
and  3  cap.,  feing  that  place  was  appointit  to  me  at  my  receipt,  to  trader- 
Hand  therfra  the  dueties  of  a  Bifchop. 

A-  toward  my  living,  and  rents,  and  vthers  tilings  granted  he  the  Prii 
to  me,   and  my  fnccellors,    for  the  ferving  of  that  charge  :       I    reckon   the 
lame  lawful. 

A-  to  my  dewtie  to  the  Supreme  Ma-illrate  :       In  affifhng  hi     (■        e  in 

Counfell  or  Parliament,  beand  cravil  therto,  I  efteime  my  fubje&ioun 

pells  me  to  obey  the  lame  ;    and  [that  it  i-]  no  hurt  hut  a  Weill  to  the  Kirk, 

that  fome  of  our  number  he  at  the  making  of  Lr<">d  lawes  and  ordinan 
In  the  doing  quhero£  I  protefl  befor  God,  I  intend  never  to  doe  any  thing 
hut  that  I  believe  (all  (land  with  the  puritie  of  the  Scripture,  ami  a  weill  re- 
formil  countrev ;  a- alio  a  ur,,"d  part  of  the  living  I  bruik  he-  been  : 
for  thai  caufe. 

Quhilk  being  red  in  oppin  AfTemblie  ami  confident,  after  \.  I  the 

haill  brether,   was  adjudge  it  to  1  e  no  anfuer  t<>  the  Act.  nor  to  fatiffie  the 
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defyre  therof ;  alwayes  he  was  requyrit  that  he  fould  returne  at  afternoone 
with  better  advyce  as  the  Kirk  wifched  at  God  he  fould  doe. 

[Mr  Hector  Douglafs,  to  whom  he  had  given  collation  of  the 
benefice  of  Ankrum,  being  tryed  be  Mr  John  Craig  and  Mr  Thomas 
Smeton  at  the  command  of  the  Affembly,  they  reported,  He  was  yet  rude 
in  the  principles  of  religion  :  He  was  ordained  the  morn  at  7  hours,  to 
give  a  proof  of  his  gift  in  teaching  before  the  faid  brethren  and  fome 
others.  C.^ 
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Seffio  8* 

[It  was  ordained  as  folio weth  :  Forfameikle  as  there  are  divers  perfons 
within  the  Miniftrie,  that  being  depofed  from  their  functions  of  the  Minif- 
trie  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  and  ficklyke  be  the  Commif- 
iioners  of  the  Countries  for  offences  committed  be  them,  bruiks  ftill  the 
benefices  and  eccleliaftical  livings  wherupon  others  mould  be  fuilained, 
that  may  travell  in  the  Miniftrie  of  the  word  :  Therefore  C]  The  Af- 
femblie lies  vottit  and  concludit,  That  all  fick  perfons  as  are  already,  or 
heirafter  falbe  depofit  for  thair  offences  from  the  functioun  of  the  Miniftrie, 
falbe  chargit  be  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Countreys  to  dimitt  the  faid 
benefices  and  livings  polfeflit  be  them,  to  the  effe6t  vthers  may  be  provyd- 
it  therto  that  may  travell  in  the  faid  functioun,  vnder  the  paine  of  ex- 
communication to  be  execute  agains  them  ;  quherin  if  they  failgie,  after 
admonitioun,  to  proceid  to  the  fentence  of  excommunication  agains  them, 
vnder  the  pain  of  fufpenfion  of  them  from  the  fun6lioun  of  the  Miniftrie 
dureing  the  will  of  the  Kirk  :  and  that  this  act  be  execute  agains  the  Bif- 
chop  of  Dunkeld,  and  the  Minifter  of  Saline,  be  the  Commiifioners  of  the 
Countrey  quher  they  dwell,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie,  under  the 
paine  forfaid. 

Forfameikle  as  the  Bifchops  are  to  be  chargeit  to  remove  the  corruptiouns 
in  that  eftate,  the  Kirk  nominat  the  fpeciall  corruptions  quhilk  they  defyre 
lick  as  will  fubmitt  themfelfe  to  the  faid  Affemblie  to  correct,  with  promife, 
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that  if  the  General]  Kirk  heirafter  fall  find  farther  corruptions  in  tin-  (aid 
eftate  nor  beirto  is  expreft,  that  they  be  content  to  be  reformit  be  the  (aid 
■Mlcmlilic  according  to  the   word   of    God,    quhen  the]    (albe  requyrit 

therto  : 

1.  That  they  be  content  to  be  pallor-  and  minilter-  ofane  flock. 

2.  That  they  ufurp  no  criminal  jurifdictioun. 

3.  That  they  vote  Dot  in  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  without  com« 
million  from  the  Kirk. 

1.  That  they  take  not  up,  for  the  inanteinanee  of  thair  ambitioun  ami 
ryotoufnes,  the  emoluments  of  the  Kirk  quhilk  may  fuftaine  many  pallors, 
the  fchooles,  and  the  poore,  but  be  content  with  reafonable  living  accord- 
ing  to  thair  office. 

5.  That  the_\-  claime  not  to  themfelves  the  titles  of  Lords  temporall, 
neither  vfurp  temporaU  jtirifdi&ion  ;  quherby  they  are  abftractil  from  thair 
office. 

ti.    That  they  impyre  not  above  the  particular  Elderfchips,  hut  be  fubj 
to  the  lame. 

'.   That  they  vfurp  not  the  power  of  the   1'relhs  tin -. 

8.  That  they  take  no  farder  bound-  of  Viiitation  nor  the  Kirk  commit- 
teth  to  them. 

The  Allemhlie  [in  refpecf  that  .Mr  1  Id  lor  Dowglals  wa-  admitted  be 
the  Bifchop  of  GlafgOW,  who  had  no  jurifdietion  in  thefe  bound-,  being 
otherwife  alfountryed  he  him  ;  and  therafter  the  trial  of  his  doctrine  being 
committed  to  certaine  brethren  having  commiflion  thereto  in  Stirline,  and 

refufed  be  him  ;    and  being  after  examined  he  certain  of  the  brethren   upon 

the  rudiment-  of  religion,  and  being  found  rude  therein  ;  a-  alio  in  refpeel 
of  hi-  continuance  in  not    compearing  this  day,   a-  was  appointed   be  the 

(  renerall    Alleinhh  ,  t  - .  give  fpecimen  of  hi-  doctrine  ;     hath  depry\  it,  and  ] 

deprives   Mr    I  lector    Dowglafs    from    his    office    ami    functioun    of  the 
Miniftry  a-  voundit  and  vnabill  therfor,   and   ordain-,  him  to  he  chai 
be  the  Commiflloner   of  the  Countrey  to  dimitt  hi-  benefice;    and   if  he 
refufes,  alter  admonition-,   to  pi.., rid   t.,  excommunicatioun   agains  him, 
vnder  the  paine   <^~  lufpenfioun  of  the   (aid  Commiffioner  fra  his  offio 
the  Miniftrie  dureing  the  will  of  the  Kirk. 

Forfameikle  a-  there  i-  diverfe  perfons  within  tin-  realme  that  (ends 
thair  children  beand  within  A^r,  furth  of  the  countrej  over   lea  to  pi 

d   a 
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quher  fuperflitioun  and  papiftrie  is  maintained,  vnder  pretence  of  feikint*- 
farther  inftrudtion  and  learning  ;  as  alfo  vthers  beand  of  perfyte  age,  trani- 
ports  themfelves  out  of  the  realme  vpon  the  tame  pretence,  quherthrow, 
for  the  molt  part,  they  become  corrupt  in  religioun,  as  be  evident  expe- 
rience is  daylie  iein :  For  remeid  heirof,  the  Generall  AfTemblie  has  ad- 
vyfit  and  concludit,  That  the  parents  of  lick  children  as  within  thair  mi- 
noritie  fends  them  to  the  faids  places,  or  heirafter  fall  fend  them  quher  the 
faid  papiftrie  is  teachit  and  mantainit,  lalbe  chargit  be  thair  awin  Minifters 
refpe6liue,  to  call  back  thair  children  from  the  faids  places  with  all  con- 
venient expeditioun,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunicatioun  j  and  if  they 
dhTobey,  to  proceid  with  the  excommunicatioun  agains  them  :  and  that 
lick  as  are  of  perfyte  age,  that  already  are  pall  out  of  the  countrey  to  the 
faids  places,  or,  in  tyme  coming,  fall  pafs  therto,  fall  in  lyke  manner  be 
chargit  to  remove  themfelves  therfra,  vnder  the  femblable  paine  to  be 
execute  agains  them  ;  and  if  they  diffobey,  to  be  excommunicat  be  the 
Minifter  of  the  place  quher  they  remainit  befor  thair  departing  out  of  the 
countrie. 
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The  General!  Aflemblie  conveinil  .it  Edinburgh,  in  the  New 
Kirk,  and  begun  the  7  of  Julij  1570  :  Quherein  ther  was  prefent 
the  Comiuillioners  of  Countreys,  Provinces,  Townes  and  Vni- 
verfities. 


Seffio  la- 

Exhortatioun  made  be  David Fergufone.  Leits,  Mrs  Andro Hay,  Tho- 
mas  Smeitoun  and  Johne  Duncanfone  :  be  pluralitie  of  votes  the  (aid  Mr 
Thomas  was  chofin  Moderatour  hac  vice,  [who  defired  certain  of  the 
brethren  to  concurr,  and  jrlve  their  advice  t<>  him  in  matters  to  be  handled 
at  thi>  Convention,]  at  whofe  defyre  the  Laird  of  Dunne,  Mrs  Johne 
How,  Audio  Midvill,  Androw  Hay,  James  Lowfone,  Robert  Pont,  D 
Fergufone,  John  Greig,  and  the  Minifler  of  Dundie]  were  appointit 
Afleflburs,  [to  conveen  every  day  with  him,  at  ',  bours  in  the  morning,  in 

Mr  James  Lowfons  gallrie,  and  at  two  after  d i,  and  to  continue  fo,  till 

the  end  o!  tin*  Affembly.] 
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Seflio  ga- 
in face  of  the  AfTemblie,    Mr  Johne  Duncanfone,    the  Kings  Majellies 
Minifler,   prefentit  his  Hienes  letter  direct  to  the  AfTemblie,  quhilk  was 
red  and  lmmblie  receivit,   and   ordained  to  be  regiftrat  in  the   Regifter  of 
the  Kirk,  quherof  the  tenour  followes  : 

Richt  truftie  and  welbelovit,  We  greit  gou  heartlie  weill.  Vnderitand- 
ing  of  gour  prefent  AfTemblie  at  Edenburgh,  and  for  the  rumours  that 
pafTes  of  fome  things  to  be  intreatit  among  gou,  that  may  feime  prejudiciall 
to  that  good  ordour  of  the  government  of  the  Kirk  and  eccleliafticall 
policie  heirtofoir  lang  travellit  in  and  hopeit  for,  We  have  takin  occaffion 
to  fhew  our  mynd  in  this  behalfe  to  the  Minifter  of  our  awin  houfe  and 
fome  vthers  of  3011  r  awin  number  happening  to  be  prefent  with  Vs,  quhom 
in  this  caufe  We  have  thoght  meiteft  to  vfe  as  our  awin  meflingers  to  carie 
our  letter,  quherby  We  heartlie  defyre  gou  and  effecluouflie  admonifch 
gou,  that  in  this  our  gong  age,  the  tyme  beand  fubiec"l  to  fo  many  difficul- 
ties and  imperfe6tiouns,  to  beftow  gour  common  care  and  good  will  to  inter- 
taine  peace  and  quyetnes  in  Gods  feare  and  our  due  obedience  ;  forbearing 
any  proceiding  at  this  tyme,  that  may  touch  matters  heirtofoir  not  concludit 
be  our  lawis  or  receivit  in  practife  :  But  quhatevir  in  the  former  confer- 
ences tuiching  the  policie  of  the  Kirk,  was  remittit  to  be  reafoned  and 
decydit  be  our  Eilates  in  Parliament,  let  it  fo  reft  without  prejudging  the 
Tame  with  any  of  gour  conclufiouns  at  this  tyme,  lince  our  Parliament  now 
fo  fliortlie  approaches,  and  that  We  are  weill  pleaiit  [and  content,]  that  be- 
fore the  lame  fick  matters  as  are  not  get  fully  reafonit,  may  be  farther  con- 
fultit  vpon  and  prepared  to  paffe  in  forme  of  laws,  and  the  meiteft  for  that 
worke  to  be  expreflie  imployit  therin  ;  to  the  end  that  the  things  conferrit 
and  aggreit  vpon  may  be  prefentit  to  our  Eitates,  to  be  approvit  in  our  faid 
Parliament,  and  due  execution  to  follow  thereon  for  the  advancement  of 
Gods  true  religioun,  and  the  repofe  of  gou  and  vthers  our  good  fubiects, 
the  members  of  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realm e  :  And  for  this  caufe, 
that  ge  will  not  only  be  the  authors  and  perfwaders  of  commoun  peace  and 
concord  amongft  all  of  gour  awin  function,  but  amongft  all  vthers  our 
fubiects,  afweill  generallie  as  in  the  particular  kirks  quher  ye  travell,  that 
fome  men  ovir  buffie  to  worke  the  contrair  effects,  may  find  themfelves 
diffapointit ;   and  that  our  haill  eftate,  be  gour  example,  may  be  rather  dil- 
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pofit  [to  conforme  |  themfelves  to  a  godlie  and  a  peaceable  courfe  of  |h  ing, 
quhilk  we  arc  allured  falbe  pleafing  to  God,  and  to  Vs  wilbe  moll  accept* 
able,  as  je  ma)  perfwade  jour  felves  of  our  willing  inclinatioun  to  fetl 
fordwart  this  adtioun  according  to  Gods  will  and  word,  with  all  the  dili- 
gence and  good  meanes that maj  bevfed  :  And  li>  looking  to  be  informed 
of  the  fucceffe  ol'  this  our  reafonable  requeifl  and  admonition,  We  commit 
jou  to  the  prote&ioun  of  God.  At  our  Cailell  of  Stirling,  the  5  dai  ■  •! 
July  1579-     Sic  (ubfcribitur  . Fauns  Rex. 

Dire&it  To  our  truftie  and  welbelovil  the  Minifters  and  ethers 

of  the  Kirk  prefentlie  aflemblit  at  Edenburgh. 

Hie  Commifiioners  of  Countries  being  removed  for  triall,   it  was  laid 

to  John  Clappertona  charge,    That  he  had  Qmpliciter  refuted  the  commif- 

lion  of  the  AJTembly,  and  had  ufed  no  vilitation  :      He  anfwered,  That  he 

had  not  Gmpliciter  refufed  the  commiflion,   hut   in  term-  had  declared  ofl 

to  the  Affembly,  that  ho  mighl  not  hear  the  charge  tor  i^ood  reafons  which 

were  not  beard,  granting  alwayes  he  had  not  made  vilitation;  firft,  Be- 
caufe  he  found  no  concurrence  in  the  Countrey  ;  he  reafon  of  the  rum.- 
of  kirk-  as-  1 1 i < - 1 1  he  could  not  gel  repaired,  albeit  he  had  letter-  to  that 
effect,  becaufe  he  durft  not  ezecut  the  fame ;  Sdly,  Nemo  in  fua  patria 
propheta,  therefor  a  (tranger  would  Ao^  more  good  in  thele  places  nor  he 
being  native  in  thefe  hound-. 

Mr  Peter  Watfon  was  accufed  for  not  villting  the  bounds  committed  to 
him;   and  that  being  informed  how  Mr  Gilberl    Broun,    Abbot  of  New 

Abbey,  and  Mr  Ninian  1  )al  ~ol  had  intiled  the  people  within  thele  bounds 
to  papiftrie,  and  yet  made  no  tryal  thereof;  Sdlv,  That  there  yet  (lands 
an  high  altar  in  the  New  Abbay.  lie  grants  he  had  villi  only  within 
fix  miles  to  Dumfries,  the  rell  of  the  country  being  deftitut  <^'  Miniftere 
through  demolition  of  many,  fome  he  the  General!  Affemblie,  (bme  \<<-  the 
Synodal  ;  grants,  that  the  monument  of  idolatrie  yet  ftandeth  ;   a-  for  M- 

Gilbert  and  Ninian,  they  were  to  he  called  before  the  prelent   Allemhly. 


Seffio 
Anent  the  complaint   made  upon   Mr  Thomas  Cranfton,    Minifter 

Libertoun,  That  he  had  left  hi-  (lock  there,  d. 'parted  from  them  to  another 
kirk,    and  taken  up  the  Living  of   the  interim  :      The  Affembly,    in  refj 
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of  his  abfence,  gives  com  million  to  the  Commiffioner  that  fhall  be  appointed 
over  TMinburgh,  and  that  part  of  Edinburgh,  with  affiftance  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  Edinburgh,  to  call  the  laid  Mr  Thomas  befor  them,  and  to 
cognofce  upon  the  faid  complaint,  and  to  put  order  thereto,  as  effeirs. 

Anent  the  complaint  made  upon  John  Sinclair,  Vicar  of  Boltoun,  That 
having  purchafed  a  prefentation  of  the  faid  benefice,  after  that  he  had 
required  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Commiffioner  for  the  bounds,  where  the  faid 
benefice  lieth,  to  give  him  collation  thereof;  being  refufed  be  him  be 
reafon  of  the  ac~ls  of  the  Kirk,  purchafed  a  new  prefentation  to  the  Bifhop 
of  Sanct  Andrews  to  the  fame  effe6t,  with  charges  to  him,  under  the  paine 
of  horning,  to  give  him  collation,  at  whofe  hand  be  an  Atturney  he  re- 
ceived collation  ;  as  alfwa  inftitution  by  Atturneyes,  who  brake  up  the 
kirk  doors,  as  was  alledged,  and  entered  be  force  therein  :  The  Generall 
Affembly,  after  calling  of  the  faid  John,  ordained  him  to  produce  his  pre- 
fentation, collation  and  inftitution  of  the  faid  benefice  before  them  the 
morn  to  be  confidered. 


Seffio  4a- 

Anent  the  ordinance  of  the  laft  Affembly  concerning  Mr  John  Colvils 
non  relidence  :  The  Affembly  committs  the  execution  of  the  faid  ordi- 
nance to  the  Commiffioner  for  the  bounds  where  the  kirk  lyeth,  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  brethren  of  his  Exercife  ;  and  that  the  famen  be  execute 
with  all  diligence,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  Reader  of  Edelfton,  alledged  not  placed  be  any  Commiffioner 
of  the  Kirk  :  The  Affembly  found,  That  the  Commiffioner  of  that 
Countrey  have  tryal  of  his  qualities  and  life  ;  and  if  he  find  him  able  to 
ferve  the  cure,  to  admitt  him,  and  caufe  him  to  be  booked  ;  otherwife  to 
reje6l  him,  and  difcharge  him  of  his  office.  C] 

Touching  the  Epiftle  prefentit  be  Alexander  Arbuthnot  to  be  prefixt  to 
the  Byble  :  The  brether  hes  defyrit  the  Moderatour  and  his  Affeffours 
to  reid  and  conlider  the  fame,  together  with  the  Calender  to  be  prefentit 
be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  and  to  give  thair  judgements  therof  the  morne. 
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Seffio  ."'a- 

[Mr  Ninian  Dalyell,  Schoolmafter  of  Dumfreis,  compeared,  and  was 
accufed,  Thai  he  had  privilie  profefied  papiitrie,  and  bad  corrupted  the 
youth  with  erroneous  doctrim  i;i  fundrie  point-;  and,  namely,  that  he  bad 
alledged,  that  the  (acrament  cannot  be  miniftred  but  be  a  prieft,  bad 
affirmed  the  reality  of  the  facrament,  the  viability  and  fucceffion  of  the 
Kirk,  and  other  like  heads  :  He  anfwered,  Thai  he  had  never  affirmed 
Rich  head-,  and  craved  only  reaibning  and  conference  upon  the  rifibility 
and  fucceffion  of  the  Kirk  :      A-  to  the  rell  he  doubted  not. 

Mr  Gilbert  Broun  was  accufed,   That  having  participat  of  the  facrami 
in  Sand  Andrews,  uibfcribed  the  articles  there,  and  yeA  bad  made  apoftacy 
again  :     It  was  therefore  ordained,   bo  vertue  of  the  laid  admiulon,   he 
ihould  underly  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk.  ('.  | 

Anenl  the  buriall  of  the  bodie  of  the  Erie  of  Athoill  of  good  memorie  : 

The  Kirk  thoght    meit  to  direct  from    the    AfiTemblie     Mr  Johne   Row  and 

Johne  Durie  [to  the  Lords]  to  defyre  o['  them,  that  all  fuperftitioun  be 
avoidit  tberat;  quho  reportit  that  they  had  made  information  to  thair 
Honours,  That  the  brute  was  of  fome  fuperftitious  rites,  quhilh  were  pre- 
pared tor  the  buriall,  as  awhyt  erode  in  the  mort  claith,  IaiiLr  gownes  with 
itroupes,  and  torches  ;  quher  anfuer  was,  That  it  was  not  a  crone,  and 
grantit  the  gownes,  and  denyit  the  torches  ;  alwayea  defyrit  the  Kirk  to 
direct  two  to  lie,  if  hck  things  a- wa^  prepared  were  fuperftitious,  and  the) 
fould  be  reformit  :  according  quherto  were  immediatlie  [  lent  to  them  j 
David  Fergufone,  John  Brand  and  Johne  Durie,  to  declare,  The  Kirk 
thoght    the    crolle    and    the    (troupes    fuperftitioua    and    ethnick    Ivke,     and 

defyrit  them  to  remove  the  fame  ;   quho  returnit  with   anfuer,   That   the 
LonU  fould  eauie  cover  the  mort  claith  with  Mack  velvett,  ami  the  ftro 
fould  be  removit. 

Anenl  the  act  made  in  the  lall  Allemhlie  concerning  the  fuipenfioun  i  I 
Vifitors  fra  giving  collatioun  i>i  benefices  to  any  perfbn  by  the  Minifters 
f.  rvtng  actually  at  the  Kirks,  quher  the  (aids  benefices  1\  is :  The  Affemblie 
ordaines  the  laid  act   to  Hand   in  full   effect  and   ftrentfa   quhill   the   oixl 

Allemhlie,    quher    the    matter    heaud    newlie   proponit,    nuv  be  farther    r.  - 

tolvit. 

The  brother  thoght  good,  that  the  late  conference,  haldin  at  Stirling  >  i 
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fick  as  the  King  appointit  therto,  fould  be  red,  fein  and  conferrit  with  the 
Booke  of  Policie,  to  iie  quherin  the  faid  conference  aggries  with  the  con- 
cluiioun  already  of  the  Kirk. 

Cap.  1. 

Concerning  the  doubt  made  vpon  the  fecond  article  of  the  faid  cap.  : 
The  Kirk  explaines  that  article,  and  declares,  it  is  vnderflood  both  of  the 
Particular  Prefbytrie  and  Generall  Kirk. 

The  fourth  article  is  thoght  plaine  enough. 

Aggriet  to  the  delatione  containit  in  the  fixt  article. 

The  nint  article,  the  Kirk  thinks  good  it  Hand  as  it  is  in  the  Booke. 

And  the  twelve  ficklyke. 

13,  The  Kirk  eiks  to  the  word  governement  this  word,  difcipline. 

The  tent  article  to  remaine  vnalterit. 


Seffio  6*- 

The  Kirk  prelent  willit  [their  brethren,  to  wit,]  Mrs  Andro  Melvill, 
Andro  Hay,  Johne  Craig,  William  Chriftefone  and  the  Laird  of  Lundie  to 
conveine  in  the  place  of  the  Airemblie,  and  to  vifite  the  anfuer  givin  in  be 
Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  to  the  removeing  of  the  corruptions  in  the  Eftate 
of  Bifchops,  and  to  give  thair  judgement  thervpon  the  morne. 


Seffio  7a- 

[Anent  the  apoftacie  and  defection  of  Mr  Ninian  Dalyell,  Mailer  of  the 
Grammar  School  of  Dumfries,  from  the  true  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift  pro- 
feffed  be  him  before,  and  corrupting  the  youth  of  his  fchool  with  papiftrie, 
confeffed  in  prefence  of  this  Affemblie  :]  The  Affemblie,  [after  good 
deliberation,  and]  weyand  the  apoftafie  of  Mr  Niniane  Dalyell  Mailer  of 
the  Grammar  School  of  Dumfries,  depolit  him  fimpliciter  from  the  func- 
tioun  of  the  Miniftrie  in  tyme  comeing,  and  lufpends  him  from  teaching  the 
ichoole  and  south,  quhill  as  good  experience  be  had  of  them  of  his  good  lyfe 
and  behaviour,  as  they  have  of  his  defe6tioun  [and  apoftacie  ;]  and,  in  the 
meane  tyme,   ordaines  ane  of  the  Do6tours  in  the  Ichoole,  if  he  be  found 
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in  religioun,   to  teach  the  fchoole   of  Dumfreis   [during  th 
farder  ordaines  him  publicklie,   in  face  of  the  hail]  Aflemblie,  ifeffe 

his  offences   and   therafter  to  paiTe  to  the  towne  of  Dumfreis,   and  \ 
|).irts  of  the  countrey  quher  he   bes  abufed  the  fimple  peiple  ;    and  lyke- 

-   publicklie  in  prefence  of  the  Commiffioner  confefie  the  (am<  . 
vokeand  the  [aids  errours,  and  profefland  the  contrair,   crav<  ing  God  and 
Kirk  pardon  therfoir,  and  that  immediatlie  after  his  and  the  Commit- 
Qoners  hame  paffing,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunication. 

|  Anent  tiic  commiffion  given  to  the  Miniflers  of  Edinburgh,  and 
tain  other  brethren  and  their  collegues,  rning   the  charging   <>!'  Mr 

Patrick  Adamfon  to  remove  the  corruptions  <■!'  the  date  of  Billing  in  his 

.  .  .1  tryal  of  certaine  complaints  made  upon  him  ;  and  alfo 
cerning  Mr  Robert  Hammilton,  as  the  commiffion  given  in  the  lafl  Affem- 
bly  beareth  :  The  Generall  Aflemblie,  after  publick  reading  <>i  the  pro- 
led  be  the  laid  brethren,  and  of  the  particular  anfwer  made  be  the  laid 
Mr  Patrick  to  every  bead  of  the  (aid  corruption,  as  alfua  after  reafoning 
had  be  .Mr  .lame-  Martin,  Mailer  of  Salvators  Colledge,  Commiffioner 
for  the  Univerfity,   with  the  (aid  Mr  I  voice  give  power  and 

commiffion  to  the  (aid  brethren,  Commifliom-rs  of  before,  t-»  iroe  i 
in  the  i'aid  commiffion  to  them  in  the  laid  lall  Aflemblie,   and   to 

charge  him  yet  to  remove  the  particular  corruptions,  wbereunto  he  had 
not  agreed  jet  in  \n>  anlVver  ;    and  if  he  refuieth,   t  ute  their  former 

commiffion  in  all  poin  a:  As  likeways  gives  power  and  commiffion  to 
their  laid  brethren  to  fummond  the  laid  Mr  Patrick  t<>  compear  before 
them  in  Edinburgh,  at  a  reafonable  day,  with  convenient  diligence,  ami 
to  charge  him  with  the  particular  off  llowing,  to  wit,   That  he  hav- 

ing fubmitted  him  to  th  mblyofthe  Kirk,   immediately  after  his  fub- 

million,  pafl  and  voted  m  Parliament  ;    fecondly,    That  be  had   j  illa- 

tion to  John  Sinclar  of  the  Vi<  of  Bolton,  having  no  ]  fVifita- 

tion  ;    thirdly,   That  be  bad  agreed  to  all  the  heads  of  the  Policie,   i  \ 
four,   and  yet  came  againfl  the  (amen  ;    fourthly,   Had  caufed  remove  Mr 
Alexander  Jerdan  from  the  kirk  of  Monymaill,  being  hi-  own  kirk  ;   fifthly, 
Had  commanded  a    Reader   in    Fife  refign  the  manfe  and  kirk  land  t'> 
another  :    and  upon  all  thefe  (everal  heads  t  ral  anlV. 

to  be  reported  again  to  the  m\t  Aflemblie.  (.'.] 
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Seffio  8a- 

Anent  the  Bifchops  or  Commillioners  of  Countreyes  that  abfents  them- 
felves  from  Generall  Allemblies  at  the  tyme  appointit :  The  Kirk  hes 
ordainit  the  act  made  the  12  of  Auguft  157-5,  to  be  execute  againlt  them  ; 
and  namely  againft  Sanct  Androes,  Murray  and  Aberdein,  all  abfent ;  and 
the  laid  a6t  not  only  to  be  vnderftand  of  Bifchops  haveand  office  of  Vilita- 
tioun  appointit  to  them  be  the  Kirk,  but  fick  alio  as  hes  not  the  faid  office. 

[Anent  the  com  million  given  to  Mr  David  Weemes  to  charge  Mr  James 
Boyd  called  Bilhop  of  Glafgow,  to  remove  the  corruptions  of  the  ftate  of 
a  Bifliop  in  his  perfon,  &c.  :  For  Ihewing-  his  diligence  in  this  behalf,  the 
faid  Mr  David  produced  an  act  fubicribed  with  his  hand,  dated  at  Glafgow 
the  8th  day  of  June  1579>  where  he  willingly  agreed  to  the  act  of  the 
Affembly,  made  at  Stirling  the  day  of         1578,  to  wit,   According  to 

the  duty  of  all  faithfull  Pallors  he  iubmitts  himlelf  in  all  points.   C] 

******** 

^  ^K  ^  TF  7K  7F  7)r 

Anent  Jefuites  remaining  in  the  countrey  :  The  Aflemblie  prefent  hes 
vottit  and  concludit,  That  the  Commiflioners  of  Provinces  take  tryall,  and 
diligentlie  inquyre,  if  any  lick  perfons  refort  within  the  bounds  of  thair 
office  ;  and  if  any  be  found,  to  charge  [and  command]  them  ilraitlie  to 
give  confeflioun  of  thair  faith,  revocke  thair  errours,  fubfcryve  the  articles 
of  religioun  prefentlie  eitablifchit  be  the  mercy  of  God,  within  this  realme  ; 
and  if  they  refufe,  to  proceid  with  the  fentence  of  excommunication  agains 
them,  befyd  the  civill  punilhment  to  be  afkit  of  the  Kings  Hienes  ;  and 
that  this  act  be  execute  agains  Mr  Johne  Hay. 

Ordaines  a  fupplicatioun  to  be  made  to  the  King  and  his  Counfell,  That 
good  ordour  may  be  takin  with  the  Vniverlitie  of  Sanct  Androes,  and  the 
corruptioun  reformed  and  tane  away  ;  and  to  that  effect,  that  his  Hienes 
and  his  Counfell  wald  direct  fome  wife,  godly  and  learned  men  to  confid- 
der  the  eftate  [thereof,]  and  direct  letters  charging  the  Mailers  and  Re- 
gents of  the  faid  Vniverlitie  to  produce  to  fick  as  his  Grace  [and  Counfell] 
fall  nominat,  with  the  brether  eftir  fpecifeit,  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  viz.  Mrs 
Robert  Pont,   Johne  Row,   Andro   Hay,  Andro  Melvill,    Thomas  Smei- 
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toun  and  Thomas  Buchannan,  Miniders,  the  foundatiouna  <>t'  tbair  Col- 
ledgea  to  be  fein  and  confidderit  l>e  them.  To  the  <|nhilk  brether  the 
Kirk  for  thair  pair!  gives  commiffion  to  concurre  with  the  Kings  Majefties 
Commiflioners,  to  take  ordour  [with,]  and  redrefle  all  fuch  corruptiouns 
and  defaults  as  appertaines  to  the  Kirk,  and  in  fo  lane  as  the]  raaj  doe. 


Seffio 

Mafter  Niniane  [Dalyell]  produceil  to  the  Afiembly  his  opinion  con- 
cerning the  beids  "t'  the  religioun  quhilk  are  in  contraverfie,  uubfcrivil 
with  bis  band,  aggrieing  in  all  points  with  the  opinion  and  judgement  of 
the  kirk  ;  proteftand  befor  God,  that,  for  no  favour  nor  feare  of  flefche, 
be  affirmed  the  doctrine  conteinit  therin ;  bol  is  alwayes  myndit  to  die 
and  live  in  the  lame. 

Anenl  the  Commiffioners  over  Provinces:  Seeing  the  brethren  tra- 
vell  for  the  mod  pari  upon  their  own  expenls,  and  thereby  the  Kirks  are 
not  fo  carefully  vilited  as  duty  requiretb  ;  therefor  tin  Aflembly  thought 
meet.  That  in  the  fupplication  to  be  given  in  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and 
Council,  be  defired  to  make  reafonable  pro vilion  for  them,  either  out  ol 
the  thrids  of  the  benefices,  or  the  two  parts;  whole  mime-  elected  till  the 
next  Aflembly  followes  : — 

Mr  ( rilbert  Foulfie,  I      ~  .  .  ..    .      . 

...  .    >      Urknay  and  /etland. 

.Mr  James  Annand,  J 

M  r  ( reorge  1  la\  : — Roi-. 

Mi  Patrick  Auchinleck  : — Murrey. 

David  Howiefon,!       Boyn  and  Buchan  from  Etham,  North. 

Mr  George  Hay,J      The  High  of  Marr  and  Garioch. 

Mr  George   Paterfon : — -The    Laigh  of    Marr  and   Garioch,   with   the 

Kirk-  t<\'   Mi  rue-  beyond  the  Mount  upon  the  Water. 

The  Laird  of  Dun,  } 

11    ii-  /   i     -,i    r         l        AngUS  and   Mem 

\\  illiam  (  hnitelon,  ) 

Jam*  -  Anderfon, ")      .  .     ... 
,,      ,  .,  V       Dunkeld. 

Mr  .lame-   K.OW  ,    ) 

Mr  Andrew  Graham  :  —  Dumblane. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  : — Fife  in  Sand  Andrew-  to  Levin. 
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David  Fergufon  : — Ut  prius,  and  to  be  payed  for  charge  thereof  to  the 

Biihop  conform  to  his  promife. 
Mr  John  Spotfwood,  ~) 
Mr  Adam  Johnfton,  J 
William  Sanderfon  : — Merce. 
Mr  Patrick  Gaits  : — Tiviotdail. 
Mr  Andrew  Blackball : — Tweddaill. 
Mr  Andrew  Hay  : — Cliddifdale,  Renfrew,  &c. 

Mr  Robert  Lindfay  : — From  Lanerk  up  the  Overward  of  Clidefdale. 
Mr  John  Young- : — Kyle,  Cuninghame. 
Mr  James  Boyd  : — Cari6l. 
Mr  Peter  Watfon  :— Nithifdale. 
Mr  David  Lindfay  : — Galloway.  C] 


Seffio  10a- 

The  Generall  AfTemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiflioun  to  [thair  ho- 
nourable brether,]  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  Braid,  Elphingiloun,  Carnel, 
Bargany,  Careltoun,  Abbotfliall,  Ceffurd,  Coldenknowes,  Patrick  Kynnin- 
mont,  with  the  Commiffioners  appointit  over  the  whole  Provinces  within 
this  realme,  be  the  laid  Affemblie,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone, 
Johne  Craig,  Johne  Duncanfone,  Minillers  [of  Chrilts  Evangell,]  Andro 
Melvill,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  with  fick  as  fall  have  commiflioun  and  be 
direct  from  the  Burrowis,  or  to  the  maift  pairt  of  the  faid  number,  To 
conveine  [and  affemble]  quher  it  fall  happin  the  Parliament  to  be  haldin, 
two  dayes  befor  the  balding  therof,  and  ther  advyfe,  conceive  and  forme 
lick  heids  and  articles  as  they  fall  think  meit  to  be  proponit  therto,  in  name 
of  the  Kirk,  for  the  Weill  and  manteinance  of  Gods  glorie,  and  Policie  of 
the  Kirk  of  God  j  to  defyre  with  all  humilitie,  and  effectuoufly  to  crave 
the  famein  to  be  grantit ;  to  conferre  and  reafon  ther  vpon  the  faids  heids, 
and  lick  as  falbe  proponit  ther,  ficklyke  and  as  the  faid  AfTemblie  might 
doe,  if  they  were  prefent,  firme  and  ltabill  &c. 

The  Generall  AfTemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiflioun  to  thair 
lovit  brethren,  Johne  Erfkine  of  Dun,  Johne  Duncanfone,  [Minifter  of 
the  Kings  Majefties  houfe,]  Andro  Hay,  Johne  Craig,  Thomas  Smeitoun, 
Miniflers    [of   Chrifts  Evangel,]    and   Andro    Melvill,    Principall  of  the 
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Colledge  of  Glafgow,  to  pafl*e  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell  to 
Striveling,  with  convenient  expeditioun,  and  t<>  prefent  vnto  his  II. 
and  Counfell  iick  heids,  article-  and  complaints  as  are  givin  and  aln 
delyverit  to  them  be  the  Kirk;  with  humble  inftance  and  reverence  to 
crave  and  receive  anfuer  therof,  and  therin  to  travell  effectuouflie  and 
with  diligence  ;  and  namely  to  make  lute  for  the  reformation  of  the  Vni- 
verfitie of  Sanct  Androcs,  and  that  tyme  may  be  appointit  therto  ;  quherol 
the  laid  AlVemhlie  willed  thair  hrether  to  make  due  advertifemenl  vnto 
iick  a-  the  laid  Affemblie  hes  namit  for  thair  part  :  and  quhat  heiranenf 
beis  dune  to  report  againe  to  the  ni\t  Affembly  ;  firme  ami  (table  baldand 
and  for  to  hald  quhatfoevir  thair  laid  brether  in  the  premises  righteouflie 
leids  to  he  done. 

[The    tenor  of  the  Article-   to    he    prefentit    to   the    Kin  :tu 

he  the  ( 'oinmillioner-  of   the  Kirk  of  Scotland,    COnveined  in  the 

General!  Affembly  thereof,  at    Edinburgh   the    1  l    day  of  Jul) 
1579.  C.  &  B.] 

1.  The  Kirk  craves     of  the   Kings  Majeftie,   thai  I"  lanj  yoi 
fcholars  are  fent  out  of  this  realme  to  Pari-,  and  other  Univerfities  pn 
iiiLr  papiftrie,  wherethrough  the  youth  of  this  realme  is  corrupted  be  ; 

lent  poprie,  in  place  of  godly  virtue,]  Thai  the  Kings  Majeftie  wahl  make 
general!  prohibitioun,  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  realme  fend  thair 
children  to  Pari-,   or  any  vther  Vniverfitie  or  Towue  profefling  papiftrie, 

vnder  lick  paines  as  In-  Hienes  and  hi-  Counfell  fall  thinke  expedient; 
[to  the  end,  that  the  youth  of  this  countrey  he  not  brought  up  i.i  Papiiti- 
i  d  lnperilition  and  idolatrie  contrar  to  Chrifts  religion.] 

2.  i  The  Affembly  craveth  of  his  Hienes,  that  it  i-  thought  m 

the    Univerlity  of  Sanel    Andrew-    he    reformed,]    That    hi-    Hienes    wahl 

caufe  and  compel!  the  Provefts  and  Mailers  of  the  Colledges  of  the  Vni- 
verfitie of  Sanet  Androe-  to  [  produce  and  ]  exhihite  the  erectioiin-  and 
foundations  of  the  Colledgis  within  the  laid  Vniverfitie,   to  he  confidderil 

be    hi-    Hienes    and    lick     a-    hi-  i  (all    appoint  ;     alio    that    the    I 

foundations  ma]  btit,  and  reformation  made  theranent,  .!-  effeirs. 

lite-  aie  prefently  within  this  countr  y,    I. 
dour  may  he  takin  with  them,  a-  effeirs,  they  are  the  pedilent  (, 

of  moil  deteftable  idolatr 
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4.  Becaufe  ane  Minifter  is  not  fufficient  to  awaite  at  all  tymes  vpon  his 
Grace  and  his  Hienes  houfe,  to  preach,  exhort,  admonifch,  and  preferve 
perfyte  difcipline  within  the  fame  ;  therfor  the  Kirk  craves,  That  his  Hie- 
nes wilbe  content  to  name  any  vther  Minifter  within  this  realme,  of  belt 
qualities,  to  be  joynit  with  Johne  Duncanfone,  [his  Hienes  Minifter  for 
the  prefent,]  that  they  may  both  be  mutuall  confent  awaite  vpon  his  Grace 
and  the  haill  miniftrie  of  his  houfe. 

5.  That  becaufe  in  the  laft  conference,  haldin  at  Striveling  be  his  Graces 
command,  concerning  the  Policie  of  the  Kirk,  certaine  articles  theranent 
remaines  get  vnrefolved  and  referred  to  farder  conference  j  therefor  the 
Kirk  craves  at  his  Majeftie,  That  perfons  vnfpottit  with  lick  corruptions  as 
are  defyrit  to  be  reformit,  may  be  nominat  be  his  Majeftie  to  proceid  in 
the  farther  conference  of  the  laid  Policie  ;  and  tyme  and  place  to  be  ap- 
pointit  for  that  effe6t. 

6.  Becaufe  the  Kirk  vnderftands  that  his  Majeftie,  be  advyfe  of  his  Se- 
creit  Counfell,  direct  letters  oftentymes  to  ftay  the  executioun  of  the  acls 
of  the  Generall  Alfemblie  ;  as  alfo  fummounds  Minifters  to  take  tryall  of 
excommunication  pronouncit  be  them  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
difcipline  of  the  Kirk  ;  ftayes  the  producing  of  the  fame,  as  the  Commif- 
lioners  of  the  Kirk  in  particular  will  declare  :  That  therfor  his  Majeftie 
heirafter  wald  fuffer  the  acts  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  to  be  put  in  exe- 
cutioun ;  and  namelie  that  excommunication  beand  pronouncit,  may  have 
the  dew  executioun,  without  controlling  therof  befor  his  Majeftie  and  Se- 
creit  Counfell. 


[Queftions  proponit  be  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of  Lowthian  to  the 
Generall  AUemblie  ;  and  the  anfwers  of  the  Alfemblie  thereto. 
C.  &  B.] 

[Queftio.  In  the  firft,]  In  refpe6l  of  great  inconveniences  that  lies  in- 
fewit,  and  daylie  does  infew  be  Readers  in  vfeing  thair  office,  the  haill 
brether  lies  inhibite  all  Headers  from  miniftring  the  facraments  and  folem- 
nization  of  marriage,  permitting  nothing  vnto  them  but  proclamatioun  of 
the  bands,  and  fimple  reiding  of  the  text ;  defyring  ane  vniforme  ordour 
to  be  eftablifhit  be  the  acts  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  through  all  pro- 
vinces. 
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Refponfio:     So  many  Reidars  as  the  Commiflionars  and    Synodal!    \l- 
femblies  iiml>  vnmeit  to  folemnize  marriage,  to  be  inhibite  be  them. 

( (v>-  Secondly,   Craveth  of  the  General!  Aflemblie  an  unlverfa!  order  to 
be  eftabliflied  concerning  Minifters,  aa  the  Synodal!  Aflemblie  of  Lothian 

bath  concluded  already,  Thai  every  Miniller  [hall  await  everj  Sabbath 
day  at  that  kirk,  where  he  i-  bound  to  make  relidence  ;    and  the  fupporting 

of  ( 'tlier  Kirks  to  he  only  on  work  days  :  and  the  Commifiioners  of  even 
province  in  their  vifitation,  to  accufe  the  Minifters  controveeners  of  the 
famen. 

\nf\ver  :       Alloweth  this  order  for  Lothian.   C.] 

[Q.  Thirdly,]  In  refpect  that  fundrie  brether  belyd  thair  miniftrie,  bes 
particular  benefices,  quherby  the  Kirks  quher  thair  benefices  lyis  are  diff- 
apoyntit  offervice,  That  ane  vniforme  ordour  raaj  be  tane,  that  men  maj 
ferve  either  at  the  kirk  quher  thair  benefices  lyes,  or  provifion  be  made  for 

the  lame. 

Anfuer  :     Aererreit  beirto. 


-  - 


[Q.  Fourthly,  A  general  order  to  be  taken,  for  erecting  ol  Prefby- 
teries  in  places  quher  publick  Exercife  is  vfed,  vnto  the  tyme  the  Policie 
of  the  Kirk  be  eftablifhed  be  law.  C.  &  B.] 

Anfuer:      The  Exercife  may  be judgit  a  Prefbyterie. 


[Queftions  proponed  be  the  Synodal!  Aflemblie  oi    Sancl  Andrews 
to  the  Generall  Aflemblie;    and  the   anfwers  "I   the    Aflemblie 

thereto.    (_'.] 

[Q.  In  the  tirll,  The  brethren  of  the  laid  Aflemblie  require,]  It  anj 
aught  or  ma\  he  fuffered  to  reid  within  the  Kirk  in  tyme  of  neceflitie, 
without  adiuHlion,  althogh  the]  be  elders  or  deacons. 

Refponfio  :     Negatur  fimpliciter. 

[Q.   Item,!    If  all  the  Kirk-  have  not  the  lame  equal!  power  to  man 
on  ane  oulk  day,  by  th  oth,  baveand  ane  fufficient  number,  [and] 
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joynand  preaching  therto,  as  certain  particular  Kirks  already  praclifes  the 
fame. 

Refponlio  :     It  is  aggreeit  that  they  may  marrie  on  feriall  dayes. 

[Q.  Item,]  What  ordour  lalbe  put  to  them  that  bydes  from  the  Com- 
munioun,  alledging  invy  that  they  beare  towards  thair  neighbours,  the 
caufe  therof ;  and  vthers  that  will  neither  fpeake,  falute,  nor  beare  fami- 
liar companie  with  thair  neighbours,  beand  requyrit  be  their  Minifters,  and 
will  not  obey,  Aught  they  to  be  admittit. 

Refponlio  :  Ordaines  the  perfons  lyand  vnder  invy  to  be  admonifchit  ; 
and  the  vthers  not  to  be  fufferit  without  reconciliatioun  and  teftificatioun 
of  brotherly  love. 

[Q.  Laft,]  What  aught  to  be  done  to  lick  perfons  that,  after  admonition, 
will  paffe  to  May  playis  ;  and  fpeciallie  elders  and  deacons,  and  vthers  quha 
beares  office  in  the  Kirk. 

Refponfio  :  They  aught  not  to  be  admittit  to  the  facrament  without 
fatiffaclion  ;    in  fpeciall  elders  and  deacons. 


Questions. 

[A  certain  married  man  flandereth  himfelf  of  adultery  with  another  mans 
wife  :  the  woman  denyeth  the  fact,  but  granteth  that  he  intifed  her  fundry 
tymes  thereto.  Item,  the  woman  flandereth  the  man,  that  he  perfwaded 
her  to  put  doun  her  own  hufband,  to  goe  out  of  the  countrey  with  him, 
promifing,  as  fhe  alledged,  to  doe  the  like  with  his  wife :  The  man  grants 
that  he  intifed  her  to  go  with  him  out  of  the  countrey  ;  but  denieth  that 
he  perfwaded  her  to  doe  any  evil  to  her  hufband  :  of  which  fliamefull 
alledgances  no  fmall  troubles  are  raifed  ;  and  the  Kirk  heavily  flandered. 

Anfwer  :  Referres  this  queftion  to  be  farther  tryed  in  all  circumftances, 
be  the  Commiffioner  of  the  Country,  the  Minifter  of  the  parifh,  and  other 
Minifters  next  adjacent,  fuch  as  the  Commiffioner  fhall  convocat,  at  what 
time  and  place  it  fhall  feem  beft  to  them  ;  and  that  both  parties  in  the  in- 
terim be  debarred  a  facra  ccena.  C] 

[Q.  Becaus  there  are  fome  Minifters  that  will  not  folemnize  marriage, 
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1  > 1 1 1  only  upon  Sunday  ;  and  other  Come  ufe  the  (amen  upon  oulk  dayes, 
thereof  ariieth  no  fmall  Qander  among  the  people  :  we  crave  an  univer< 
iiil  order  to  be  keeped,  either  to  appoint  the  Sunday  pre<  ifely,  or  that  all 
days  be  alyke  after  due  proclamation.  ('.  &  B.] 

Anfuer :  Bands  beand  thrie  feverall  Sondayis  laufullie  proclaimit,  the 
marriage  may  be  anj  day  of  the  oulk  folemnizat,  fwa  that  a  fufficienl  num- 
ber of  witnes  be  prefent. 

(XV  What  ordour  falbe  tane  with  their  perfons  that  pafles  to  ;i  popiih 
pried  to  be  married,  thair  bands  not  beand  proclaimed:  Sail  they  be 
efteimed  as  married  |  perfons  ;  ]  and  it'  not,  quhat  difcipline  falbe  \  lit  againfi 
them. 

Anfuer  :  This  coniun&ioun  is  no  marriage,  and  therfor  ordaines  the 
perfons  to  be  callit  befor  thair  particular  Aflemblies  and  ratiffie  as  forni- 
eatours ;  and  vpon  new  proclamatioun  to  be  married  according  to  the 
ordour  of  the  reformit  Kirk  ;  and  the  papitl  pried  to  be  punifchit. 

[The  Aflemblie]  ordaines  the  Commiflionera  of  Countreyes  and  thair 

allell'ours  to  try  within  thair  hound-,  Gck  of  the  Miniflrie  as  hes  pluralitie 
of  benefices  and  offices,  and  to  inquyre  the  reafons  therof;  to  be  reportil 
be  them  to  the  nixt  General!  Affemblie,  with  thair  name-  that  bruiks  the 
faids  benefices  and  offices,   that   the   Kirk   mav  take  ordour  for  remeeding 

therof. 

Anent  the  aet  made  anent  the  apparrell  of  the  Miniller-  and  thair  wy\ c-  : 

Ordaines  the  lame  to  be  put  to  executioun  in  all  points,  according  to  the 
tenour  therof. 

[To  the  right  excellent,   right   high  and  mighty  Prince  James  the 
lixth  King  of  Scots,  jrour  humble  fubjects,   the  Commiffioner 
the  Kirk-  of  your  realme,  \\  ifli  grace  and  peace,  with  a  profperous 
reigne,  from  God  the  Father,  through  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift. 

Our  dutv  craveth  at  all  occafions  to  hold  your  Hienefs  in  remembrance 
of  things  pertaining  to  the  advancement  of  Gods  glory,  and  weale  of  his 
Kirk,  wherewith  isjoyned  the  prefervation  of  your  eftate,  and  whole  bodj 
of  this  common  wealth;  for  above  the  common  fort  of  Prince-,  who,  for 
the  moll  part,   are  either  enemies  ^(  tin1  true  religion,   or  .lie  think  that 

3  k 
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the  medling  therewith  troubleth  their  eftate,  and  are  greatly  moved,  with 
the  wicked  Herod,  when  they  hear  the  wife  men  feeking  for  Chrift  to  adore 
him  as  a  King,  Ye  are  of  Gods  loving  mercy  called  to  this  honour  and  dig- 
nity, to  be  a  maintainer  of  Gods  eternal  truth,  and  mutually  to  be  main- 
tained be  the  fame  in  lyke  fort,  that  in  all  troubles  and  commotions,  that 
any  tyme  thir  twelve  years  paft  have  difquieted  your  common  weale,  two 
things  have  ever  been  annexed  together,  and  made,  as  it  were,  one  quarrell 
and  one  caufe,  to  wit,  the  maintainance  of  Chrifts  Evangel,  and  defence  of 
your  royal  eftate  ;  fo  that  for  the  moft  part,  they  that  have  been  enemies  to 
the  right  religion,  have  been  enemies  lykwife  to  your  authority  and  crown  ; 
and  be  the  contrary,  the  moft  fervent  favourers  of  Gods  truth  have  ever 
been  found  moft  faithfull  fubjects  unto  your  Majeftie,  and  maintainers  of 
your  welfare  and  eftate  :  and  in  this  reipect  no  doubt  hath  the  Eternal,  at 
many  tymes,  when  matters  appeared  almoft  defperat  in  mens  eyes,  granted 
marvelous  fuccefs,  and  notable  victories  to  thefe  who  fuftained  your  quar- 
rell againft  the  greater  forces,  crafty  and  bold  interprifes  of  the  adverfaries 
of  the  fame  ;  who  although  many  of  them  outwardly  profeffed  the  fame  re- 
ligion, yet  if  their  attempts  had  come  to  effe6t,  they  fhould  have  been  the 
moyen  to  lupprefs  the  fame,  and  to  erect  fuperftition  and  idolatrie  again 
in  place  thereof,  which  our  God  would  not  fuffer,  but  rather  fought  be  his 
own  power  againft  them,  as  well  for  prefervation  of  his  truth  revealed  of 
his  great  mercy  among  us,  as  of  your  Hienefs  perfon  and  eftate,  to  be  ad- 
vancer thereof  in  tyme  to  come  ;  which  indeed,  Sir,  is  no  fmall  honour 
unto  you,  to  have  Gods  caufe  and  yours  fo  linked  together,  and  is  an  evi- 
dent token  and  teftimony,  that  fo  long  is  your  princely  eftate  able  to  ftand 
in  all  {lability,  how  long  the  purity  of  religion  and  liberty  of  Chrifts  Kirk 
fhall  be  carefully  keeped  and  maintained  be  you.  Then  if  oft  tymes  Princes 
have  done  many  things  for  their  friends  and  confederats,  and  namely  fuch 
as  have  been  with  them  in  lyke  danger  and  hazard  of  tyning  and  woning, 
how  meekle  more  fhall  it  become  your  Hienefs  to  refufe  no  travells  for 
the  caufe  of  Chrifts  Kirk  and  true  religion,  prefently  fo  mixed  with  your 
own  eftate,  that  both  have  the  felf  fame  friends  and  unfriends,  and  are 
both  appearand  to  abide  together  the  like  danger,  to  fall  or  to  ftand  : 
Herefor  we  were  meekle  to  be  blamed,  and  worthy  to  be  acculed  of  ne- 
glecting our  duty,  if  wee  fhould  not  from  tyme  to  tyme,  as  opportunity 
beis  offered,  ftirr  up  and  labour  to  promove  your  good  mind  in  fb  worthy 
and  neceffarie  a  caufe  ;  which  is  farther  and  farther  to  advance  the  liberty 
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of  the  Gofpeli  and  (piritual  bigging  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  l>v  whom  Ye  are 
promoted  and  maintained  in  ilii-  your  princely  eftate,  to  be  mutually  t<. 
your  power  a  promoter  and  maintainer  of  bis  glory;   and  fpecially  now, 
when  aa  being  conveened  in  our  Generall  Aflembly,  this  hoi)  book 
( iod,  called  the  Bible,  newly  imprinted,  was  brought  before  us,  the  printer 
thereof,    Alexander  Arbuthnet,  a  man  who  hath  taken  great  paines 
travells   worthie  to  be  remembered  in  this  bebalf,  and   defired  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  your  Highnefs,  with  a  convenient  pr<  t  u  e  in  our  common  Scotifli 
language,  wee  could  not  ommitt  nor  neglect  the  occafion  offered  to  doe 
tin-  lame  ;    exhorting  you  mofl  earneftly,  Sir,  to  confider  to  what  ] 
your  God  called  yon,   and   to  remember  diligently  how  the  fetting   forth 
and  authorizing  of  this  book  chiefly  pertaineth  to  your  charge.     Truth  it 
1-.  that  the  godly  men  of  the  nation  of  England,  for  the  molt  part  ham 
from  their  country  for  the  Gofpels  caufe,  and  conveened  at  Geneva,  who 
did  faithfully  and  learnedly  tranflate  this  honk  out    of  the  pure   fountains 
of  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldaick  and  ( rreek  tongues,  ought  to  ha\ e  their  own 
praife  for  their  labours  b<  (lowed  to  the  common  weale  of  them  that  f] 
our  language  ;    yet  forfameekle  as  things  oi.ee  well  bi  gunne  «  rave  and  re- 
quire great  diligence  to  preferve  them  from  decay,   after  that  with  gi 
labours  they  have  been  brought  to  perfection  ;    and  great  part   of  the  ho- 
nour of  advancing  tlii^  work  pertaineth  unto  you,   be  whole  authority  it 

was  of  a  certain  tune  bypall  ordained,  'J  hat  this  holy  hook  of  God  (hould 
be  let  forth,  and  printed  of  new  within  your  own  realme,  to  the  end  that 
m  every  pariih  kirk  there  lhonld  be  at  leafl  one  thereof  keeped,  to  I  e  called 
the  Common  Book  of  the  Kirk,  as  a  mofl  meet  ornament  for  fuch  a  place, 
and  a  perpetual  regifter  of  the  word  of  God,  the  fountain  of  all  tru 
trine,  to  be  made  patent  to  all  the  people  of  every  congregation,  as  the 
only  right  rule  to  direct  and  roverne  them  in  matters  of  r<  ligion,  as  alio 
infirm  them  in  the  truth  received,  and  to  reforme  and  red]  rrup- 

tions,  wherefoever  tbej  ma]  creep  in  ;  certainly  wee  have  great  occafion 
both  t<>  glorifj  the  goodneis  of  (iod  toward  this  countrey,  and  alio  hi_'hl\ 
to  extoll  and  commend  your  Hienefs  molt  godly  purpose  and  enterprife. 
()!   what  difference  may  be  feen  between  thir  dayes  of  light,   when  almofl 

in  every  privat  houfe  the  book  of  Gods  law  1-  read  and  nnderitood  in  our 
Vulgar  laiiLrna'je,  and  the  Bg  I  I  darknet>,  w  In  n  leaivelv  in  a  whole  city, 
without  the  cloifterS  "I  monk-  and  lii  •  r-.  could  the  book  of  ( rod  "in  >■  be 
found,  and  that  in  a  ltramje  tongue  of   Latine,    not  goo  I.    but  with 
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barbaritie,  ufed  and  read  be  few,  and  alraoft  underftood  and  exponed  be 
none  ;  and  when  the  falfe  named  Clergie  of  this  realm,  abufing-  the  gentle 
nature  of  your  Hienefs  moll  noble  goodlhir  of  worthy  memory,  made  it  a 
capital  crime  to  be  puniihed  with  the  fire,  to  have  or  read  the  New  Telta- 
ment  in  the  vulgar  language  ;  yea,  and  to  make  them  to  all  men  more 
odious,  as  if  it  had  been  the  deteflable  name  of  a  pernicious  fec"l,  they  were 
named  New  Teftamentars.  Verily,  wee  mould  weigh  thir  matters  aright : 
men  mould  neither  lb  advance  the  time  pafl,  neither  yet  accufe  this  prefent 
age,  when  this  only  lpiritual  comfort  of  Gods  word  ought  juflly  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  all  the  vain  worldly  wealth  of  the  years  pall  before  ;  but  rather 
with  moil  thankfull  hearts  praiie  and  extoll  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  our 
God,  who  hath  accounted  us  worthy  to  whom  he  mould  open  fuch  an 
heavenly  treafure,  and  raifed  up  the  heroical  fpirits  of  Princes,  and  namely 
of  your  Grace,  for  the  out  letting  of  the  fame  :  Wherefore  feeing  it  hath 
pleafed  the  goodnefs  of  our  God  to  fhew  fuch  favour  and  benevolence  to- 
ward your  Hienes  and  this  your  country,  that  now  the  truth  of  the  Evan- 
gel is  freely,  truely  and  fincerely  preached  throughout  all  places  under 
your  fubjeclion  ;  of  every  duty  the  next  care  and  ftudy  ought  to  be,  how 
this  divine  work  may  more  and  more  be  furthered  and  performed,  and  alio 
maintained  and  continued,  that  the  purity  of  religion  may  long  tyme  re- 
main among  us,  to  the  comfort  of  this  prefent  age,  and  all  polleritie  to 
come  ;  and  fo  meekle  the  rather,  that  the  negle6ting  of  this  point  in  other 
places  hath  been  occafion,  that  moll  notable  and  happy  beginings  have  often 
tymes  not  taken  fuch  end  and  fuccefs  as  appearantly  might  have  followed, 
if  the  like  provifion  had  been  made  for  continuance,  as  paines  and  travells 
were  taken  for  planting  of  true  religion.  But  as  the  errors  of  others  may 
make  us  circumfpecT;,  fo  mould  the  rare  and  lingular  benefits  of  God,  lately 
fhewed  to  this  realm,  encourage  your  Hienels  and  your  whole  fubjedts 
in  hope,  that  this  notable  and  excellent  work  of  the  fpiritual  edifying  of  the 
houle  of  God  fliall  take  good  luccels  and  happy  end  in  your  hands  ;  for 
fince  the  tyme  it  pleafed  God  to  devolve  the  government  of  this  realme, 
and  care  of  eflabliihing  his  Kirk,  in  your  perfon,  being  then  but  an  infant 
of  tender  age,  continualy  fuch  fuccels  hath  followed,  that  not  without  jult 
caufe  the  minds  of  many  are  erected  in  that  expectation,  that  God  fliall 
fome  day  ufe  you  as  an  inflrument  to  perform  greater  things  for  the  well- 
fare  of  his  Kirk,  than  either  wee  will  prefently  utter,  or  be  natural  reafon 
can  be  made  probable.     Wee  ommitt  now  to  fpeak  how  miraculoufly  the 
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truth  of  Gods  word  was  litil  (bwen  in  this  countrei  be  feeble  and  ireak 
inftruments;    or  largely  to  delate  how  mercifully  things  were  brought    to 
pais,  \\- it lii » 1 1 1  great  inconvenience,  or  cruel  bloodfhed  ;  and  how  the  liberty 
of  the  Evangel  hath  been  fo  gracioufly  granted  to  ua  without  any  extreme 
barme  and  damnage,  which  other  great  and  potent  nations  thir  mam  i  ■ 
with  great  troubles,  and  fearfull  battells,  to  the  ureal  lo£a  of  their  lives  and 
goods,   have  long  foght  for,  and   yel  never  fully  obtained.     Neither  mind 
wee  at  this  prefenl  to  declare  how  wonderfully  your  ( rrace  hath  been  pre- 
ferved  even  from  your  conception  and  birth  to  this  day  ;    how-  happily  fac- 
tions and  controverfies  concerning  your  royal  eftate  have  been  fettled  and 
extinguiihed ;    and  fhortly,   how  many  notable  works,   above  all  worldly 
expectation,   interprifed  in  your  mod  happy  name,  have  been  brought  to 
luckie  end  and  good  effect ;    the  favour  and  blefling   of  God  continually 
following  them  with  better  fuccefa  than  wee  durfl  either  hope  for  or  deflre. 
Thir  things,   and  many  other  things  more  particular,  (the  ample  difcourfe 
whereof  \\  ee  remitl  unto  hiftories,)  as  thej  leftifj  to  us  the  bountiful!  [*ood- 
nefs  of  God,  both  toward  your  Ma  jell  ie  and  thisrealme,  fo  ought  they  ftirr 
up  all  hearts  to  thankfulnefs,   and  chearfullj  encourage  you  to  pais  fore- 
ward  in  this  great  work  of  reformation  of  religion,   and   building  of  the 
Spiritual  temple  of  the  Lord,   the  foundation  whereof  being  already  laid  l>\ 
publick  and  nniverl'al  preaching  of  true  doctrine  throughout  the   whole 
real  me  :    It  refteth,   that  the   work   may  be  profecut,   and    the    building 
brought  to  a  good  perfection,  by  eftablifliing  of  difcipline,  and  meet  policie 
in  the  Kirk  of  God,  not  taken  out  of  the  cuterns  of  mens  tradition-,  l>ut 
of  the  jmre  fountains  of  Gods  holy  wordj    which  thing  wifely  begun  in 
your  Ilienels  name,  he  your  firfl  Regent  of  godly  memory,  and  ordained 
be  aid  of  Parliament  to  he  followed  fiirth,  hath  been  diligently  preued  for 
from  tyme  to  tyme  ;   but  [pecialy  now  Qnce  the  acceptation  of  the  govern- 
ment in  your  own  perfon,    when   as   not   only  moll  lovingly  and  willing!) 
Ye  did  receive  the  Book  of  1'olicie  of  the  kirk,  offered  bj  them  who  v. 
direct  to  your  Majellie  in  name  of  the  General]  Kirk  ;     but  alfo  was  I 

careful]  to  find  out  men  meet  for  conference  upon  the  beads  of  the  lame, 
lamenting  for  the  rarity  of  Inch  kind  of  perfons  as  were  defired  to  confern 
thereupon;  and  hath  appointed  divers  times  and  places,  where fuch  i 
ferences  in  your  name  and  at  your  commandment  have  been  had,  not 
without  fruit,  and  agreement  in  many  heads  to  be  paffed  in  laws,  but  with 
expectation  of  greater  things  alter  to  follow  upon  fart  her  conference,  pro- 
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vyding  fuch  men  be  appointed  thereto,  as  your  Hienefs  wiihed,   and   wee 
moft  earneftly  crave  ;    whereunto  wee  doubt  not   of  your  own  good  will, 
as  of  before  ;    for  it  fhould  be  but  travell  loft,   whatfoever  hath   been   be- 
llowed therein,   if  the  work  fliall  not  be  followed  furth,   and  brought  to 
good  ilhue  and  good  end  ;    whereunto  wee  exhort  your  Grace  moil  effec- 
tuouily,  for  nothing  can  be  found  more  proper,  wherein  a  chriilian  Prince 
of  fuch  expectation  as  you  are,  fliould  give  a  true  proof  of  the  good  and 
found  affection  which  he  beareth  to  the  advancement  of  Gods  glory  and 
the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift.     Truth  it  is,  that  Sathan  ceafeth  not,  neither 
will  ceafe  hereafter  to  object  many  and  great  impediments  to  the  hinder- 
ance  of  this  godly  enterprife  of  bringing  the  fpiritual  building  of  the  houfe 
of  God  to  perfection,    which   wee  always   are   in  good  hope,   (adjoyning 
thereto  our  continual  prayers,)  your  good  and  heroick  zeal  fliall  overcome, 
albeit  not  without  fome  hard  difficulty,   and  weariefom  letts  even  of  them 
who  ought  of  duty  to  put  their  hands  to  this  work.     We  read  in  this  book 
how  many  and  difficile  impediments  were  offered  to  Zerobabell  and  the 
Jews,  to  llopp  the  bigging  and  repairing  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem  ;    fome 
tyme  they  were  exprefsly  countermanded  be  the  edidts  of  the  great  Mon- 
arch •,  fome  times  by  the  threatnings  of  their  adverfaries  round  about  them  ; 
fome  tymes  by  domeftical  enemies,  hypocrits,  crafty  worldings,  and  opprel- 
fors  of  their  brethren  ;    yet  againft  all  thir  the  prophet  opponed  the  com- 
mand of  God,  and  promife  of  his  affiftance  to  perform  the  work.     The 
Ivke  or  rather  greater  impediments  be  objected  this  day  againft  the   fpiri- 
tual building  of  Gods  houfe.     The  kings  and  great  monarchs  of  the  earth 
threaten  wrack  and  deftruction  to  all  them  that  fhall  medle  with  this  work. 
The  falfe  named  kirkmen,  that  pretend  to  be  biggers  up,  demoliflied,  and, 
if  they  had  power,  would  call  doun  all  to  the  ground,  as  their  wicked  con- 
Ipiracy  concluded  at   Trent  doth   lpecifie.     In   what  coldnefs  the  former 
zeal  of  many  is  now  changed  ;    yea,  what  carelefnefs  of  matters  of  religion 
in  all  Eftates,   it  may  more  than  evidently  appear.     The   infatiable   covet- 
oufnefs  of  every  one   to  apply  and   appropriat  to  themfelves  the  common 
rents  of  the  Kirk,    doth  over  truely  declare  what  confcience  men  have, 
and  fpecially  the  greateft  (whofe  ancelfors  lived   more  honourably  upon 
their  own,)   to  be  manifeft  tranfgreffors  indeed  of  that  religion,  which,   in 
word  to  their  lhame,  boldly  they  profefs.     And  laft  of  all,  the  manifeft  cor- 
ruption of  our  lives  in  all  Eftates,  and  licentious  and  godlefs  living  of  the 
multitude,  the  impunity  of  fome,  and  wickednefs,  the  cruell  and  unnatural 
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murtbers,  heinous  and  deteftable  incefts,  adulteries,  forci  .  and  many 
fuch  like  enormities,  with  the  oppreflion  and  contempt  oi  the  poor,  a) moll 
universal  corruption  of  juftice  and  judgment,  and  many  other  evils  which 
overflow  this  common  wealth,  bear  evident  witnefs  how  Qender  and  final! 
fucceis  hitherto  followed  the  reformation  of  religion  within  this  realm,  and 
doe  provock  the  judgments  ol  God,  alace  over  fore  againfl  us:  And  pel 
none  of  thefe  impediments,  nay  n«>i  they  all  conjoyned  together,  fhonhl 
difcourage  pour  Hienefs  to  goe  forward  in  this  godly  work  oner  begun  ; 

hut  tin'  hope    of  Gods  alhllance,    who    i-   able    to    move  heaven  and  earth, 

when  pleafes  him,  the  promife  of  hi-  pretence  and  grace,  and  the  happy 
end  to  follow,  ought  rather  to  inflame  and  raife  up  pour  royal  heart  more 

conllantly  to  fight  and  overcome  all  the  letts  that  lathan  and  bis  eraftie 
Uippofts  can  dcvile.  It  appear-  well  that  God  hath  chofen  pou  a-  a  fingU- 
lar  inllinment,    to  he  a  pattern  and  enfample  to  all    other   prince-   ol'   vour 

tyme,  in   offering  you  fo  fair  occalions  to   pnt  the  Kirk  of  God  to  full 
liberty,    to    purge  it   from  corruption,  to  eftabliih  Inch  decent  and  coi 
policie  within  the  fame   as  hi-  word  craveth,  and  t  >  provide  tor  the  long 
during  and  perpetuity  thereof ;   feeing  it   hath  pleafed  him  to  make  your 
Grace,   from  your  tender  youth  head,  to  he  brought  up  in  the  true  know- 
ledge and  fear  of  hi-  name,   to  make  the  true  doctrine  of  the  Gofpel  in 
perfect  unitie,  without  any  tehil'm  or  cont roverlie,  to  be  plainly  and  p 
ably  pnblilhed  through  all  the   bounds  of  your  dominions  :    and  finally, 
to  make  this  policie  of  the  Kirk  to  be  humblie  and  earneftly  craved  to  be 
eiiabliihed  be  your  Elighnefs,   be  the  moll  part  of  the  true  fubje&s  of  your 
realme.     Such  peculiar  occafions  ought  not  to  be  ommitted,   remembring 
how  all  kings  are  commanded  to  embrace  and  kil-  the  Son  of  God,  and  to 
be  nonriiher-  of  his  Kirk  :    Therefore  againfl  all  impediments  propom 
oppone  the  earnefi  zeal  of  David,  who  could  take  no  red,  nor  Qeep  to  hi- 

eyes,    till  he  had  found  the  place,    where  the   Lord   (hould  h.ive    bit 

place  among!!  the  people.     Call  for  the  wifdom  mon  to  endue 

Grace  with  a  fpirituall  fpirit,  as  well  as  in  the  outward  policie,  as  in 
vancing  the  (pirituall  politic  ol  bis  Kirk  ;    imitat  tl  at  faith  of  Jeho- 

faphat  j»utt iiil:  bis  whole  trufl  in  the  Lord,  and  believing  his  prophets;  the 
diligence  of  Jehoafh,  in  repairing  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ;  follow  godly 
kias,  in  rooting  oul  all  monuments  <>t"  idolatrie,  and  depending  firmly 
upon  the  Lord  ;  the  faithful!  young  Jonah,  in  making  the  book  of  the  law 
ol  God,   a  long  time  douo  Qnored,   and  keeped  in  :  pea  utterly  tint 
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and  forgotten,  to  be  publickly  read,  accepted  be  the  people,  and  recom- 
mended to  the  pgflerity.  To  fuch  diligence  as  this  did  the  prophets  Hag- 
gai,  Zachariah,  and  Malachi  exhort  the  princes  of  the  Jews  :  And  fhortly, 
fuch  godly  interprifes  have  made  the  great  Conftantine,  the  gentle  Gra- 
tian,  the  godly  Theodofe,  and  fuch  others,  to  be  worthy  of  eternal  memorie 
and  commendation  :  Neither  is  it  enough  to  begin  well,  as  did  fome  kings 
of  Judah,  and  afterwards  fainted  in  their  proceedings  ;  but  here  chiefly  is 
required  conftancie  and  perfeverance  without  fhrinking,  till  things  be 
brought  to  a  good  order  and  liable  eftate  :  neither  ought  your  Grace  only 
look  how  meekle  is  done,  but  rather  how  meekle  refteth  unreformed  ;  ever 
thinking,  that  great  diligence  is  required  to  goe  foreward,  and  great  at- 
tendance to  be  given,  that  things  may  abide  and  continually  increafe,  till 
they  come  to  due  perfection.  This  is  a  matter  worthie  to  your  royal 
heart,  a  purpofe  proper  for  the  exercife  of  the  vivacity  of  your  divine  and 
high  ingyne  :  this  is  a  moft  fair  field  to  run  in,  and  exercife  the  courfe  of 
your  youth  ;  and  a  thing  moft  meet  to  make  known,  what  ought  to  be 
the  principal  fiudy  of  a  chriflian  prince  ;  declaring  how  neither  wee  your 
natural  fubje6ts,  neither  the  godly  and  faithfull  of  forrain  nations,  have  in 
vain  fo  long  looked  for  fome  notable  and  excellent  work  to  proceed  from 
your  Majelties  authority,  for  promoting  of  Gods  glory,  and  eftablifhing  of 
his  true  religion  ;  the  which  no  doubt  fhall  be  an  exceeding  honour,  and 
perpetual  renoune  that  fhall  follow  your  Hienefs.  All  other  glory  at  laft 
ihall  decay,  and  all  commendation  that  refulteth  of  other  princely  a6ts, 
either  is  not  of  long  endurance,  or  hath  commonly  mixed  therewith 
fuch  things  as  be  alfo  worthy  of  blame  ;  but  the  honour  of  this  a6t  fhall 
indure  for  ever,  and  fhall  be  fully  approved  be  him,  whofe  judgment  can  no 
ways  be  but  equall  and  right,  who  is  the  eternal  Lord  of  Lords,  and  King 
of  Kings  ;  whom,  with  moft  humble  hearts  and  inftant  prayers,  wee 
befeek  to  blefs  your  Majeftie  with  continual  and  daily  increafe  of  his 
aboundant  bleffings  as  well  fpiritual  as  temporal ;  and  to  maintain  in 
wealth  and  profperity  your  princely  ellate,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  his 
holy  name,  your  allured  falvation,  comfort  and  quietnefs  of  this  countrey, 
the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  Sathan,  and  advancement  of  the  king- 
dom of  Jelus  Chrift,  From  Edinburgh,  in  our  Generall  Aflembly,  the 
tenth  day  of  July  1579. 

The  nixt  Aflemblie  to  be  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  July  nixt  to  come,   in 
Dundie.     The  haill  brether  prefent  warnit  thereto. 
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\.  I).  M.D.I. XXX. 


The  General]  Aflemblie  conveinit  at  Dundie,  and  begun  the  1-'  da) 
of  Julij  1580:  Quher  ther  was  prefent  the  Laird  of  Lundie, 
Cominiflioner  for  his  Majeftie,  Commiffioners  of  Proi  inces,  Townes 
and  Vniverfitie8. 


Seffio  l1- 

Exhortation  [being]  made  be  Mr  Thomaa  Smeitoun,  Minifler  of  Pauley, 
[  Moderator  of  the  lad  Aflemblie,  the  brethren  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  Moderator:]     Leits,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  Johne  Dun- 
canfone,    Andro  Hay.     The  laid   Mr  James,   be  pluralitie  of  votes,  was 
chofin  Moderatour,  quho  defyrit  certaine  brether,   quhom  he  wald  nomi- 
nat,    to  be  appointit  to  conferre  with  him,  and  Lri\e   their  advice  in  fuch 
matters  as  are  to  be  treated  and  reafbned  during  this  Convention,   to  the 
effect  that  matters  may  proceed  more  formaly,  and  with  reddier  expedition  . 
I  pon  whofe  defyre,   becaufe  [it  was  meaned]  that  certaine  brether  were 
offendit  with  the  ordour  of  Affeflburs,  [which  were  wont  to  be  joyned  to 
the  Moderator,  to  give  their  advice  to  him,]  as  thogh  fome  tyrranii 
viurpation  might  t-r«>i j >  in  therby,    <>r   libertie   [might  be]   takin  from  the 
brether,  queftion  was  movil  to  the  bail]  Aflemblie,   If  the  (aid  ordour 
wortliie  to  be  [allowed  ami]  continued  a-  it  hes  hein  befor,  or  to  he  rej( 
as  prejudiciall  to  the  libertie  of  the  brether;  and  to  the  effect  that  all  occa 
lioun  of  murmure  may  be  tane  away,  all  that  wald  reaibn  in  thi>  queftioun 
beeand  requyrit  publicklie  [to  reafone  :]   in  fine,   the  Aflemblie   concludit 
the  laid  ordour  to  he  good  and  neceflar,  and  to  be  keipit  as  it  was  befor, 

;  i 
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without  any  hurt  or  prejudice  to  the  libertie  of  the  brether.  [And  for 
conference  with  the  Moderator,  as  is  above  faid,  the  Affemblie  appointed 
their  brethren  following  at  his  own  nomination,  to  wit,  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  Andro  Melvill,  George  Hay,  William  Chriftefone, 
David  Fergufone,  Johne  §ong,  Patrick  Auchinleck,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
the  Laird  of  Braid  and  Johne  Johnftoun,  to  conveen  at  extraordinar  hours, 
7  in  the  morning,  and  two  afternoon,  in  the  Affemblie  place.  C.  &  B.] 

[A  miflive  directed  from  the  Kings  Majeftie,  in  favour  of  George  called 
Bilhop  of  Murrey,  craving  the  rigour  of  the  commiflion  given  to  Mr  Pa- 
trick Auchinleck  to  be  fuperceeded,  &c,  was  prefented  to  the  Affembly. 
The  Affembly  appointed  the  anfwer  to  be  given  afternoon. 


Sellio  2»- 

Anent  the  anfwer  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  directed  in  favours  of 
George  called  Bifliop  of  Murray :  The  Affembly  delivered  to  the  bearer 
of  his  Graces  miflive  an  anfwer  :  The  Affembly  warned  him  to  attend  upon 
the  reafoning  of  his  caufe  before  them,  when  the  famen  mould  come  in 
before  the  diffolution  of  this  Affembly  ;  certifying,  whether  he  compeared 
or  not,  they  would  proceed  and  determine  therein,  notwithstanding  his 
delire  that  the  matter  might  be  fuperceeded  till  Saturday,  in  refpect  of  a 
great  caufe  he  had  depending  before  the  Lords  of  Council ;  which  was 
refufed  be  the  Affemblie  :  whereupon  he  exhibited  inftantly  certaine  de- 
fences againft  the  commiffion  given  to  the  faid  Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck 
concerning  him,  with  his  titles  to  the  Bifhoprick  ;  which  Avas  delivered  to 
the  Clerk. 

In  the  triall  of  fuch  as  bear  charge  of  vifitation,  fundrie  were  found 
abfent :  Mr  John  Robertfon,  Commiflioner  of  Rofs,  removed  furth  of 
the  Affembly,  and  none  of  his  Country  being  prefent,  was  found  fault 
with,  That  he  had  chofen  no  Commillioners  to  the  General  Affembly.  He 
excufed  himfelf  be  the  flacknefs  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Country,  ficknefs 
and  occupation  of  others,  and  poverty  of  them  that  bear  charge  of  the 
miniflrie  ;  wherewith  notthelefs  the  brethren  found  fault. 

Mr  George  Hay  being  removed,  it  was  meaned  be  fome  brethren,  That 
he  had  fet  a  tack  of  the  Perfonage  of  Edlefton  for  19  year,  without  advice 
of  the  Affembly.     He  anfwered,  He  had  fet  a  tack  for  14  bolls  victual,  for 
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Gx  (hilling  eight  pennies  the  boll ;  therewith  it'  the  Affembly  found  fault, 
becaufe  tlu<  (amen  as  yet  is  in  his  own  hand,  he  promifed  to  mend  it  , 
which  the  Aflemblie  commanded  bim  to  doe. 

.Mr  Andrew  Graham  being  removed,  firft,  it  was  alledged,  That  he  had 
noordinar  flock  which  he  fed;  that  there  were  many  papifts  and  excommu- 
nicats  dwelling  in  Dumblane,  and  no  order  put  to  them  ;  that  be  had  lei 
his  benefice  to  Mr  William  Stirhne  without  content  of  the  AJTemblie;  that 
the  Reader  of  Muthcll  miniftred  the  facramenl  at  Pali  he  lall ;  that  the 
facraments  are  commonly  bought  and  fold  in  Auchterarder  :  Returning 
be  anfwered,  His  fpeciall  flock  was  Dumblane,  where  he  taught,  bowbeil 
not  fo  diligently  as  his  duty  and  office  required  ;  he  grants  that  there  are 
many  papifts  and  excommunicate  in  Dumblane.  The  AJTemblj  ordaineth 
him  to  proceed  againft  ionic  of  the  papifts,  that  thev  may  be  examples  t<. 
the  reft  :  and  flclyke  to  proceed  with  letter-  of  caption  againft  the  perfona 
mmunicat.  He  grants  he  let  his  benefice  t>>  Mr  William  Stirline,  but 
with  reftriction,  that  he  (hould  purchafe  the  content  of  the  General! 
Aflemblie:     And  becaufe  it   was  longfome   and  tedious  to  deduce   the 

whole  matter  before    the    All'embh,    he  delired    the  Allemblv  would  COm- 

mitt  the  cognition  thereof  to  the  Moderator  and  hi-  all",  ffort  ;  which  was 
granted.  The  two  lall  head-  were  con).  (Ted  to  be  true,  but  order  was 
already  takin  with  them  in  their  Synodal  Aflemblie. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  being  ret  complaint  was  made,  That  faults 

being  delated  to  him,  no  order  was  taken  for  punifhment  thereof;  that 
when  the  reft  of  the  country  was  humbled  in  failing,  no  fading  was  k< 
in  Fife.  He  anfwered.  Such  faults,  a-  the  Miniller-  themfelves  within  the 
bounds  might  put  order  to,  be  directed  to  be  punifhed  be  them  ;  others, 
that  neither  thev  nor  he  could  remeed,  he  hath  committed  to  his  book  ; 
alwife  the  accufation  being  made  particular,  he  (hall  anfwer  more  particu- 
larly thereto:  As  to  the  firft  head.  He  did  his  duty,  as  appeared  by  bis 
b  i  >k,  which  was  read  and  feeu  b\  the  Ailembly. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay  being  removed,  it  was  complained,   That  he  had  Pub- 
fcrived  a  nynteen  year  tack,  alledged  made  be  Mr  ( >  I  [aj  his  brother. 

It  was  inquired,  what  he  had  done  anent  Mr  John  ( loll  ill  :    1  [e  anfwered, 

That  yet  lie  had  not  lublcrived    the  tack,    bowbeit    he  had  promiled  ;    and 
that  Mr  John  Colvill  w  a-  prefently  at  the  point  mmunication.    t 
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Seffio  3»- 

Mr  Johne  Craig,  ane  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Kings  houfe,  prefentit  his 
Hienes  miflive  [directed  to  the  Affemblie,]  quhilk  was  opinly  red  in  face 
of  the  haill  brether,  with  all  humilitie  ;  and  God  praifed  in  his  Hienes 
good  zeale.     The  tenor  of  which  miflive  [Yolloweth  :] 

Truftie  and  welbelovit  freinds,  We  greit  gou  weill.  We  have  directed 
toward  gou  our  treft  freinds,  the  Pryour  of  Pettinweime,  and  the  Laird  of 
Lundie,  inftruclit  with  our  power  to  that  effe6l,  for  aflifting  gou  with  thair 
prefence  and  counfell  in  all  things  that  they  may,  tending  to  the  glorie  of 
God  and  prefervation  of  Vs  and  our  eftate  j  defyreand  gou  heartlie  accept 
them,  and  our  good  will  committit  to  them,  for  the  prefent  in  good  part. 
So  We  commend  gou  to  Gods  bleffed  proteclioun.  From  our  Palace 
of  Falkland,  the  12  of  July  1580.     Sic  fubfcribitur, 

James  Rex. 

[Mr  David  Lindfay,  Commiflioner  of  Galloway,  being  removed,  it  was 
meaned  to  fome  brethren,  That  he  remained  not  with  his  flock,  as  became 
him,  but  was  often  times  abfent  from  home  ;  ficlyke  was  defired  to  declare 
what  diligence  he  had  ufed  in  his  vifitation  :  Anfwered,  He  attended  on 
his  flock,  as  accorded  with  his  duty,  and  was  not  abfent  from  them  with- 
out their  licence,  when  he  was  minded  to  vifit ;  he  received  command  of 
the  Kings  Majeltie  to  wait  on  the  Duke  of  Lennox  ;  and  as  to  his  vifita- 
tion, He  had  not  vifited,  nor  nothing  was  allowed  therefore.  The  Affem- 
blie defired  him  to  attend  diligently  upon  his  flock  ;  and  if  the  charge  of 
vifitation  be  committed  to  him  again,  to  ufe  other  diligence. 

Anent  complaint  of  Vifitors  of  Countries  upon  Minifters,  with  whom 
they  could  not  take  order  in  their  Synodal  AlTemblies  :  The  Affembly 
nominats  their  brethren  underwritten,  to  wit,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr 
Thomas  Buchanan,  Mr  James  Melvil,  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  John  John- 
lion,  Commiflioner  of  Edinburgh,  and  Mr  John  Keith,  to  conveen  at  two 
afternoon,  and  hear  the  faid  complaints,  and  give  their  advice  to  the  faid 
Commiflioners  to  put  order  thereto  ;  and  if  the  complaint  be  of  fuch 
weight  that  they  are  not  able  to  refolve  thereupon,  to  remitt  the  fame 
again  to  the  Affembly.  C] 
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Si  Hio  4»- 

Forfameikle  as  the  office  of  a  Bifchop,  as  it  is  now  vlit,  and  commounlj 
takin  within  this  realme,  hes  no  lure  warrand,  auctoritie,  imr  good  ground 
out  of  the  [Hook  and  ]  Scriptures  of  (rod  ;  bnt  i>  brocht  in  by  the  folie  and 
corruptions  of  [mens]  invention,  to  the  great  overthrow  of  the  Kirk  oi 
God  :  The  hail!  AUeuiblie  of  the  Kirk,  in  anc  voyce,  after  libertie  givin  to 
all  men  to  reafon  in  the  matter,  none  opponing  themfelves  in  defending  the 
(aid  pretendit  office,  Finds  and  declares  the  iamein  pretendit  office,  vfeil 
and  termeit,  as  is  above  laid,  vnlaulnll  in  the  Telle,  as  baveand  neither  fun- 
dament, ground  nor  warrant  within  the  word  of  God :  and  ordaines,  Thai 
all  fuk  perfons  as  bruiks,  or  (all  bruik  beirafter  the  (aid  office,  falbe 
chargeit  Gmpliciter  to  demitt,  quyt  and  leave  of  the  famein,  a-  ane  office 
quhervnto  they  are  not  callit  be  God  ;  and  Eclyke  to  defifl  and  oeafe  from 
all  preaching,  minillration  of  the  facraments,  or  viing  any  way  the  office 
of  pallors,  quhill  thej  receive  de  qovo  admilfion  from  the  General!  Aflem- 
blie,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunicatioun  to  be  denuncit  agains  them  ; 
quberin  if  they  he  found  dillohedient,  or  contraveine  tlii-  act  in  any  point, 
the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun,  after  dew  admonitions,  to  be  execute 
agains  them. 

And  for  better  executioun  of  the  laid  act,  it  is  ftatute  [and  ordained,  j 
That  ane  Synodal]  Allemhlie  falbe  haldin  in  every  province  quher  anj 
viurpit  Bifchopa  are,  and  begin  the  18  day  of  Auguft  nixt  to  come  ;  quherto 

they  1'alhe  callit  and  fummound  he  the  Vifitours  of  the  (aids  Countreyu 

compeir  befor  thair  [Synodall]   Affemblies;   and  namely,    the    Bifchop  of 
Sancl  Androes  to  compeir  in  Sancl  Androes,  the  Bifchop  of  Aberdein  in 
Aberdein,  the  Bifchop  of  Glaigow  in  Glafgow,   the  Bifchop  of  Murray 
in  Elgine,  to  give  obedience  to  the  faid  at  ;  quhilk  if  they  refufe  to 
that  the  laid-  Synodal]   Aiiemblies  (all  appoint   certaine  brether  of  thair 
Miniftrie  to  give  them  publick admonitiouns  out  of  the  pulpitt  ;  ami  warm 
them  in  cafe  they  diiTobey,  to  compeir  befor  the  nixt  General!  Aflemblie 
to  be  haldin  at  Edenburgh,  the  xx  day  of  October  nixt  to  come,   to  heir 
the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  pronouncit  againfl  them  lor  thair  diff- 
obedience  :     And  to  tin-  art  the  Bifchop  of  Dumblane  aggreit,  fubmitting 
himfelfe  to  be  rewlit  therbv. 

■ 

A>  to  the  ordour  to  be  takin  with  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk,  bruikil  and 
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poffeft  be  the  faids  Bifchops  ;  the  Kirk  referres  the  reafoning  therof  to  the 
nixt  AfTemblie. 

Seffio  5a- 

[Forfameekle  as  commiflion  was  given  to  Mr  John  Row,  Commiffioner 
of  Dunkell,  to  charge  Mr  James  Paton  to  demitt  the  Bifhoprick  of  Dun- 
kell,  &c,  under  the  paine  of  excommunication ;  and  if  he  diibbeyed,  after 
admonitions,  to  proceed  with  excommunication  againft  him,  as  the  faid 
commiflion  bears  ;  wherein  notthelefs  there  is  nothing  proceeded  :  The 
AfTembly  therefore  hath  ordained,  and  ordaines  the  Commiffioner  that 
mall  be  appointed  to  the  vifitation  of  thefe  bounds,  to  put  the  faid  com- 
miflion in  all  points  to  due  execution,  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  under 
the  pain  of  fufpenfion  of  the  faid  Commiffioner  from  his  function  and  mi- 
niftrie.  And  becaufe  decreets  already  given  be  the  faid  AfTemblie  againft 
him,  for  dilapidation  of  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  ;  whereunto  yet  he 
hath  provided  no  remedie,  nor  any  wife  repaired  the  prejudice  done 
to  the  Kirk :  therefore  the  Affembly  giveth  their  full  commiflion  and 
power  to  the  fame  Commiffioner,  to  charge  the  faid  Mr  James  to  re- 
pair the  hurt  done  be  him  to  the  Kirk  be  his  dilapidation,  and  unjuft 
alienation  of  the  patrimonie  thereof,  under  the  paine  of  excommunica- 
tion :  and  if  he  difobey,  after  admonitions,  to  pronounce  the  fentence 
thereof  againft  him,  with  all  diligence,  betwixt  and  the  next  Generall 
Affembly,  under  the  pain  of  fufpeniion  of  the  faid  Commiffioner  from  his 
faid  function  of  Miniftrie  :  and  further  to  try  if  the  faid  Mr  James  hath 
uftirped  the  pretended  office  of  a  Bifhop  upon  him,  lince  the  giving  ftirth 
of  the  fentence  of  depofition  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  againft  him  :  and 
what  fhall  be  done  in  the  execution  thereof,  to  report  again  to  the  next 
Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk. 

Seffio  6»- 

Ordaines  the  Bifhops  of  Brechin,  Argile,  Illes,  Orkney,  and  Caithnes, 
to  be  fummoned  to  compear  before  the  next  Generall  Affemblie,  the  third 
day  thereof,  to  anfwer  to  fuch  things  as  the  Affemblie  fhall  inquire  of 
them,  as  they  will  anfwer  upon  their  obedience  to  the  Affemblie  ;  and 
ordaines  them  to  be  warned  be  the  brethren  after  following,  to  wit,   the 
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Biihops  of  Argile  and  the  Iflee  by  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  ;  the  Biihop 

ofBrichin  by  Mr  John  Hepburn;   the  Bifhop  of  Orkney  be  John  Brand; 

and  the  Biihop  of  Cathnefs  be  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan.  C.  | 

Porfameikle  as  albeit  (her  be  diyerfe  acts  concludil  in  fundrie  Affemblies 

ofbefor,  to  [bridle  and]  flay  vniufi  alienatioun,  difpofitioun,  and  wafting 
the  Kirk  rents  and  patrimonie  therof,  be  Gck  perfons  within  the  Miniftri 
arc  cled  with  benefices;  and  notthelefs,  neither  refpeel  nor  feare  of<  rod,  imr 
reverence  to  bis  Kirk,   nor  good  laws  left  out  in  the  contrair,  b<  a   repreft 
thair  infatiable  and  curled  avarice  from  lick  inordinat  dealing,  to  the  greif 
and  beavie  prejudice  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  and  commoun  greife  and  i 
of  all  good  men  :    For  better  remeid  quherof,  the   hail]   brethren  aflemblit, 
after  [long]  reafoning  and  mature  deliberatioun  of  the  matter,  in  uniformity 
of  rotes,  hes  thoght  meitt  and  concludit,  That  all  perfona  within  the  Minif- 
trie,  alwcill  they  that  vfurps  the  llyle  of  Bifchops  as  vthers,  that  falbe  tryil 
heirafter  to  diminifch  the  rents  of  thair  benefices,  either  be  diminution  of  the 
anld  rental],   be  fetting  of  victual!  at  I'mall  pryce  and  within  the  worth,  or 
vtherwayes  vniuftly  dilapidating  and  putting  away  the  rent  therof,  be  the 
Gghl  and  judgement  of  the  General  Aflembly,  fall  vnderly  the  (entence  of 
excommunicatioun,  but  larder  [proces.] 

For  purgatioun  of  the   Kirk  fira  dander  :     The  Kirk  requ  and,  in 

the  name  of  God,  defyres  all  men,  alwcill  gentlemen  as  vthers  conveinil  . 
this  tyme,  if  they  knaw  any  within  the  Miniftrie  flanderous  in  life,    vnabh 
to  teach,  vnprofitable  or  curious  teacher-,   negligent  in  preaching,   non 
(idents  or  deferters,  havers  ofpluralitie  of  benefices  and  offic<  ute  in 

manners,  haveand  mixt  jurifdi&iouns,  givers  i  fpenfiounsout  of  benel 
or  receivers  therof,  to  v.i\e  in  thair  name-  in  a  ticket!   to  the  M 
and  his  afleflburs,  the  morne  at  rij  hour.-  in  the  morning,  that  order  rnav 
b     takin  with  them  he  the  Moderatour  and  hi-  alleH'our-,  if  prelent  ordour 
may  be  had  therwith  ;  vtherwayes  to  reporl  to  the  Aflemblie. 

Aiunt  the  office  of  Eteidars  thai  hes  no  farther  gifl  of  God  bof  Lieu 
reiding  of  the  Scriptures :     The  General]   Aflemblie   hes  concludit,   al 
long  reafoning,  That   thair  office  is  no  <  rdinar  office  within  the  Kir'. 
God:  and  becaute  fome  of  the   brether  movit   the  queftion,    Whither,   in 
refpeel  of  thair  neccllitie  and  circumftance  of  tyme,   thej  fould  be  lui 
to  continue,  the  difputation  heirofwae  reroittit  to  the  morne. 
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Seflio  7* 

William  Stewart,  brother  to  the  Laird  of  Traquair,  prefentit  ane  wryt- 
ing  to  the  Affemblie  in  name  of  the  Erie  of  Lennox,  [directed  be  his  Lord- 
fliip  to  them.]     The  tenour  therof  [followeth  :] 

[Salute  with  peace  through  Jefus  Chriit  our  Lord.  C] 
It  is  not,  I  think,  vnknowin  to  gou,  how  it  hes  pleafed  God  of  his 
[infinit]  goodnefs  to  call  me  be  his  grace  [and  mercy,]  to  the  knowledge 
of  my  lalvation  lince  I  came  into  this  land  ;  quherfor  I  render  moft  earnell- 
lie  humble  thanks  vnto  his  divyne  Majeltie,  finding  my  voyage  toward  thir 
parts  moll  happilie  beftowit  in  this  rei*pe6l :  And  althogh  I  have  made 
opin  declaratioun  of  this  my  calling,  firfl,  be  my  awin  mouth  in  the  Kirk 
of  Edenburgh,  and  nixt,  be  my  hand  wryte  in  the  Kings  Kirk  at  Striveling, 
quher  I  iubfcryvit  the  confefnon  of  my  faith  ;  get  I  fand  it  was  my  duetie, 
ge  being  generallie  conveinit,  to  fend  this  gentleman,  my  cufing  andfreind, 
accompanied  with  my  letter  towards  gou,  to  make  gou,  in  my  name,  frie 
and  humble  offer  of  dew  obedience,  and  to  receive  gour  will  in  any  thing  it 
fall  pleale  gou  I  did  farder  anent  the  accomplifhing  of  my  faid  confelfion  ; 
affureing  gou  that  I  falbe  readie  to  perform  the  iamein  with  all  humilitie  ; 
as  alfo  to  promove  and  advance  all  vther  things  that  may  further  theglorie 
of  God  and  increafe  of  his  Kirk,  the  commoun  wealth  of  the  countrey,  and 
Kings  Majellies  fervice  at  my  vtter  poffibilitie  :  And  f'o  hoping  to  be 
participant  in  all  tymes  coming  of  gour  godlie  prayers  and  favour,  I  falute 
gou  moll  lovingly  in  Jefus  Chryfl  our  Saviour.  From  Sanct  Androes,  the 
14  day  of  Julij.     Sic  fubfcribitur, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  at  all  power, 

Lennox. 
[To  the  Generall  Affemblie  prefently  conveened  at  Dundie.  C] 

The  Generall  Affemblie  hes  concludit,  That  all  reidars  within  this 
realme  lalbe  tryed  and  examined  de  novo  be  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
Countreyes,  with  the  advyfe  of  thair  affeffours,  fo  farre  as  poflible  they 
may,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  ;  and  lb  many  as  beis  found 
to  be  tryit  to  have  travellit  in  reiding  be  the  fpace  of  two  geirs,   and  hes 


15S  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  WT< 

not  li>  profited  that  they  arc  able  t"  be  pallors  and  preach  the  word  of  God, 
falbe  depofit  from  the  reiding  be  the  faids  Commiifioners,  with  aififlance 
of  thair  faids  aflellburs  ;  and  the  diligence  to  be  done  heirin  to  be  reportil 
againe  to  the  ni\(  General!  Convention  of  the  brother. 

Sicklyke,  becaufe  Reidars  hes urdinar  oilier  within  the  Kirk  of  God, 

the  General]  Affembly  [hath  declared  and  declares,  That  no  fimple  Reider 
falbe  capable  of  anj  benefice,  or  lunik  or  poflefle  the  fame  in  tyme  [cum- 
ing,  |  or  jet  lunik  or  joyfe  the  manfe  or  gleib,  quher  ther  is  any  Minifter 
actually  lervin   . 

Anenl  the  Kings  proclamation  lately  let  forth  concerning  papilla,   and 
the  diligence  done  be  the  Commiffioners  of  Countrii  ition  of  their 

duty  in  that  point  :  In  refpecl  thai  fundrie  <>t'  the  Minifters  pretended 
ignorance  of  the  faid  proclamation, )  The  Affemblie  bes  recommendit  the 
execution  of  the  Kings  proclamatioun  concerning  papifts,  vnto  the  haill 
Commiffioners,  as  they  will  anfuer  vnto  his  Eiienes  and  the  Kirk. 

[For  as  much  as  the  Afiemblj  mindeth  to  direct  certain  articles  and 
petitions  to  the  Kings  Eiienes  and  Council,  and  that]  It  is  tli<><ht  meil 
crave  of  his  Hienes,  'That  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme  maj  be  re- 
(loreil  to  the  benefite  of  the  act  of  Parliament  made  concerning  the  Thrids, 
in  refpecl  of  the  many  and  greivous  hurts  quhilk  the  Kirk  recognofces  to 
have  receivil  be  the  takeing  away  of  the  faid  art  from  them  :  Therfor  it 
is  thocht  expedient,  that  the  Moderatour  [conferr]  with  Gck  is  ar< 
alTeffours  to  him  vpon  the  articles  ;  and  namelj  ypon  the  article  of  repofi- 
tion  and  reftitution  ;  [and  their  advice]  to  be  prefentit  againe  to  the  Kirk, 
and  confidderit  be  commoun  advyce  and  confent  of  the  haill  Kirk. 


Selfio  8«- 

Compeirii  Mr  Hendrie  Ken-,  (ervitour  to  the  Erie  of  Lennox,  and  de- 
clarit,  That  albeit  he  had  long  remainit  in  blindnes  and  papiftrie,  it  pleafit 
God  to  illuminate  him  [after  his  long  blindnefs  and  rebellion,  and  to  call 
him  i  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  word,  quherin,  be  his  gr»  e,  he  is  now 
refolvit,  acknowledging  the  lame  word  to  be  truelie  preachit  and  profefl 
within  this  realme,  and  be  acl  of  Parliament  eftablifchit,  and  to  he  the  onlj 
true  religioun  of  God;  quherto  he  is  content,  either  now,  or  quhen  the  K 
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Majeflies  houfe  beis  fettled,  with  his  heart  to  fubfcrive,  at  the  will  of  the 
Kirk,  and  as  they  fall  think  beft. 

[Forafmuch  as,  be  the  confufion  and  miforder  of  the  plurality  of  kirks 
fuftained  in  the  perfon  of  one  Paftor  or  Minifler,  the  flocks  of  Chrift  Jefus 
univerfally  throughout  the  realme  are  overfeen,  and  deltitute  of  the  true 
food  of  their  fouls,  difcipline  and  good  order  is  allutterly  neglected,  and 
the  confciences  of  the  Paftors  burthened  with  heavier  charges  nor  they 
may  comport  with  ;  whereas  be  the  word  of  God,  every  feveral  congrega- 
tion ought  to  be  provided  of  their  own  Paftor  :  C]  It  is  [therefore]  be 
vote  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  after  lang  dilputatioun  [in  the  matter,]  re- 
folvit  and  concludit,  That  it  is  not  lawfull  be  the  word  of  God,  that  ane 
[Minifler  or]  Paftour  be  burdenit  with  the  charge  of  feiding  of  twa  particu- 
lar flockis,  or  mair  congregatiouns  nor  ane,  or  be  callit  Pallor  of  mair  kirks 
nor  ane. 

[For  as  much  as  divers  perfons  with  this  realme  profeffing  the  true  reli- 
gion, prefently  eftablifhed  within  the  fame,  before  their  departure  furth 
thereof  to  France  and  other  parts,  have  declined  fincefyne  to  idolatrie  and 
papiftrie,  paft  to  the  maffe,  and  now  returned  within  the  country,  to  the 
great  flander  of  the  Kirk  :  For  remedy  hereof,]  The  Generall  Affemblie 
of  the  Kirk  hes  Itatute,  That  Commiffioners  of  Countreyes  fall  call  perfons, 
who  hes,  after  thair  profeffioun  of  religioun  within  the  countrey,  declynit 
to  idolatrie,  and  now  returnit  within  the  countrey,  ilk  ane  within  thair 
awin  bounds,  befor  thair  Synodall  Affemblies,  and  accufe  them  therof : 
and  if  they  be  tryit  to  have  committit  the  faid  defe6lioun,  to  charge 
[every  one  fo  tried]  to  make  repentance  therof,  vnder  the  paine  of  excom- 
municatioun  ;  and  if  they  diffobey,  to  be  excommunicat  be  fick  perfons  to 
be  appoyntit  be  the  faids  Synodall  Affemblies  to  that  effe6l,  laufull  admo- 
nitiouns  preceidand  ;  and  if  they  offer  obedience  and  [to  make  their]  repen- 
tance, to  fuperfeid  the  taking  therof,  the  forme  of  the  fame  to  be  advyfit 
on  [in]  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie  ;  fufpending  them,  in  the  meane  tyme, 
from  the  participation  of  the  facraments  quhill  the  laid  AiTemblie ;  and 
heirin  to  report  thair  diligence  thereto,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  God  :  and 
the  fame  ordour  to  be  obfervit  with  them  that  willinglie  acknowledges  the 
faid  defe6lioun,  and  comes  and  offers  thair  repentance. 

Compeirit  Captaine  Anflruther,  and  lamentit  to  the  Kirk,  that  he  beeand 
in  France,  and  certaine  geirs  bypall  had  givin  his  bodilie  prefence  to  the 
Mels,   albeit  in  his  confcience   he   hattit  the  fame  as  idolatrie,   and   keipit 
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al  waves  vpright  mynd  toward  the  religioun  profefl  in  thisrealme;  and 
feilinc  erreife  in  his  confcience  for  bis  defectioun,  ie  come  to  rtter  bis  re« 
pentance  \  nfainedly  for  the  fame,  (iibmittand  him  to  quhatlbei  ir  corre&ioun 
the  Kirk  will  injoyne  him,  defyreand  t<>  be  reconcileit  therto ;  and,  in 
tokin  of  his  Gncere  meaning,  held  \  |>  his  band  :  And  as]  to  the  boutcherj 
and   maflacre  at   Pareis,   declares  he  keipit  the  Kin  "I   Lovar  [the 

tyme  therof,  1  hut  pall  no  farder.  [The  AiTemblie  remitted  him  to  the  Synod 
of  Fife,  ami  Prefbytrie  of  San6t  Andrews,  to  !><•  received  in  the  favour  «'t 
the  Kirk. 

Becaufe  Come  brether  meanit,  that  tut-  transporting  "I  Mr-  Andro 
Mflvill  and  Thomas  Sraeitoun  Could  be  many  wayea  hurtful],  and  aughl 
not  to  be  permitted;  at  the  defyre  of  thair  brether,  Mr  Andro  II 
alledgand  that  be  had  many  great  reafons  privatelie  to  propone,  it  the 
Kirk  wald  aggrie  therto,  appointif  the  Moderatour  with  his  atleflToure  to 
the  heiring  therof. 

The  Laird  of  Colluthie,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  James  Melvill,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvill,  Mr  .lame-  Balfour,  Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck  and  John 
Johnfton,  Commtflioner  of  b,  were  appointed  to  read  and  anfwei 

the  bills.  C] 


Seffio  '.'■ 

Aneni  the  a£t  made  in  tin1  lafl  AiTemblie,  concerning  tin-  fufpe  n 
Vifitours  fra  giving  of  collatioun  of  benefices  to  vthers  nor  (erves  a&uallie 
at  the  kirk-  quher  the  (amein  vaikes,  rnder  the  paines  exprefl  in  the  (aid 
ait  :  The  Kirk  hath  ordained,  and  ordaines  the  laid  art  to  (land  in  lull 
force]  Cbrenth  [and  effec%]  wi t H  tin-  additioun,  Thai  it  an]  collatioun  or 
admiffioun  beie  lt i \  in  be  any  Vifitour  agains  the  tenour  therof,  (albe  null 
and  of  none  availe,  [force  nor  effi  And  Qcklyke   declares  all   colla- 

tioun or  admifliouns  that  falbe  givin  beirafter  be   am  pretending    the  ftyle 
of   Bifchops,   (albe     void     null    in   tin' felt*'     and  <>i"  non  effecl      in    I 
comein  , 

[Anent  the  proportion  moved  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  upon  appearance 
fome  offence,  as  be  thought,  conc<  ived  be  (bme  brethren,   bi  reaXbn  oi 
office  in  the  Colledge  of  Juiiice,  craving  the  judgment  of  the  Allemblie,  It 
he  dimdil  leave  the  lame,  or  not  ;   feeing  be  neither  entred  therto  without 
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their  confent,  nor  would  continue  therein  without  the  famine  :  The  Af- 
fembly  continued  their  reafoning  upon  this  matter,  and  their  judgment 
therein,  till  the  next  Aflemblie. 

It  is  ftatute  and  ordained,  That  all  Commiffioners  of  Countries  in  their 
Synodall  Affemblies,  mail  take  trial  of  the  Miniiters  and  Readers  ;  what 
kirks  have  made  payment  of  the  Bibles,  and  make  an  inventarie  of  their 
names,  and  receive  the  acquittances  of  the  payment  thereof;  to  be  prefented 
to  the  next  Generall  Aflemblie,  to  the  effecT;  it  may  be  known,  who  have 
made  payment,  and  who  not. 


Seffio  10a- 

The  Aflemblie  continueth  the  whole  Commiffioners  of  Provinces  in 
their  offices  of  vilitation  and  planting  of  kirks  to  the  next  Aflemblie,  except 
Mr  James  Boyd ;  in  whofe  room  they  place  Mr  John  Young  and  Mi- 
David  Lindfay  to  be  joined  in  commiffion,  and  John  Duncanfon  for  vifi- 
tation  of  Galloway,  and  either  conjunctly  or  feverally  to  vilit  the  fame, 
while  the  next  Aflemblie.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  through  a  great  part  of  all  this  countrey,  the  afternoones 
exercife  and  doclrine  vpon  the  Sabboth  dayis  is  vnvlit,  and  fpeciallie  in  land- 
wart,  and  therfor  the  peiple  are  not  dewlie  inftructit  in  the  Catechifme  and 
rudiments  of  religioun  :  The  Kirk  lies  [flatute  and]  ordainit,  That  all 
Pallors  and  Miniiters  fall  diligentlie  and  zealouflie  travell  with  their  flockes, 
to  conveine  to  the  afternoones  fermons,  afweill  they  that  are  in  landwart, 
as  they  that  are  in  burgh,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  God. 

It  is  concludit  be  the  Generall  Aflemblie,  That  in  every  Provinciall 
AfTemblie  ther  falbe  certaine  AflTeflburs  nominat  be  them,  to  concurre  with 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  countrey,  quho  fall  fubferive  with  them  in  all 
weightie  and  great  matters. 

The  Generall  AfTemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  power  and  commiffioun  to 
thair  honourable  and  welbelovit  brether,  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  Braid,  Col- 
luthie,  Keyris,  and  Carletoun,  Mrs  James  Lowfone,  Johne  Craig,  and  Johne 
Duncanfone,  [the  Kings  Graces  Miniiters,]  Thomas  Smeitoun,  David  Lind- 
fay, Robert  Pont,  Andro  Hay,  Andro  Melvill,  George  Hay,  Thomas 
Buchannan  and  Johne  Brand,  Miniiters  of  Gods  word,  Johne  Johnltoun. 
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Commiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  and  Elichart  Blythe,  Commiilioner  oi  Dundie, 
George  Elphingftoun,  Commiflioner  of  Glaigow,  or  am  Gxe  of  them,  to 
palfe  with  all  convenient    diligence  to   the   Kings   Majeftie  and  his  noble 

infell,  and  with  all  due  humilitie  and  reverence  prefent  vnto  hie  Hiem 
and  ( !ounfell  Qck  heids,  articles  and  (upplicatiouns  as  are  conceit  if  in  m 
and  delyveril  to  them  be  the  Kirk  ;  mofl  humblie  fupplicand  and  requyre- 

m;    his    Majeftie    and    (mint'ell-     ^uml    anther    thervnto,     and     to     travel! 

effe6tuouflie  and  with  earnell  fute  tor  granting  of  the  tame  ;  and  alfo,  ii 
neid  be,  to  conferre  and  reafon  vpon  ever)  article  and  petitioun  proponed 
therin:  and  quhat  heirin  beis  done,  to  report  againe  to  the  nixt  (inn-rail 
Anemblie. 

[  Here  wanteth  the  begining  of  the  fupplication  and  articles  prefented 
the  King  and  Council.  C] 

[Unto  them  farther  the  Commiffi  oners  appointed  for  vifitation  i  i 
<  lountries,  that  are  deftitut  <>1'  ftipend  for  their  labours  :  Item,  I  he)  that 
ii.  aifigned  to  the  General!  Collectors  paymi  at,  are  m>t  anfwered  be  him  . 
belide  many  other  and  weighty  caufes,  wherevpon  our  CommiUioners,  ii 
need  be,  will  reafone  before  your  Majeftie  and  Counfell.  And  thislibertie 
being  granted  to  us,  to  gather  nj»  the  revenues  "t  the  Kirk,  accordio 
the  tirll  afiumption  of  the  thrids,  be  faithful!  an  n  to  be  appointe  i  ther< 
wherein  your  Majeftie  (hall  have  a  fufficient  fuperplus  for  fuftaining  your 
Elienes  publics:  affaires,  all  pennons  being  revocked  which  are  not  necef- 
lar  to  be  granted  ;  and  your  Majeftie  (hall  be  relieved  of  thefe  importunat 
Coliciters.     Farther,    Pleaie   your   Majeftj  and  Council,    we  hai  n  in 

divers  articles  before,  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Kirk,  which  bav< 
ceived  no  refolut  anfwer,  but  long  tyme  drifted  therein,  befeeking  j 
Majeftie  and  Council  to  let  us  receive  determined  anfwer  t<  parti 

namely,  concerning  the  head-  following.  < 


Article-  proponit  be  the  fornamit  CommifBoners  to  his  Majeftie  and 

1  ouniall. 

Firft,  That  ordour  maj  be  takin  with  lick  as  puts  violent  hand  on  Minif- 
.  or  troubles  them  r<  ifeing  of  thair  off 
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2.  That  they,  quho  for  juft  caufe  are  depofed  from  the  Miniftrie,  may 
lofe  afweill  thair  benefices,  as  vther  qualified  perfons  [being]  provydit 
therto,  the  Kirk  may  be  fervit. 

3.  That  ane  punifhment  may  be  made  for  lick  as  pafies  in  pilgrimage  to 
kirks  or  wells  ;  and  that  ordour  may  be  tane  with  them  that  pad  [in  pil- 
grimage] latelie  to  the  Halie  ftud  of  Peibles,  and  fick  vther  places. 

4.  That  no  prefentation  of  benefice  be  dire6lit  to  any  perfons  bot  lick 
as  beirs  commiffion  from  the  Generall  Affemblie,  according  to  the  a6l  of 
Parliament ;  and  if  any  be  vtherwayes  receivit,  that  thair  admillioun  be 
declarit  null. 

5.  That  all  benefices  vaikand,  quher  Miniflers  are  planted,  be  givin  to 
the  Minifters  ferving  the  cure  quher  they  vaik,  they  beeand  able  therfor  ; 
and  that  no  prefentation  givin  to  any  vther  perfon  be  receivit,  vnlefle  the 
Minifter  ferving  the  rowmes  be  firft  found  vnable. 

6.  That  ordour  may  be  takin  with  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  that  the 
Bybles  may  be  delyverit  according  to  his  receipt  of  money  from  every 
paroch  ;  and  to  that  effect,  that  he  and  his  foverties  may  be  commandit  be 
letters  of  horneing  for  dely verance  therof ;  and  no  fufpenfion  to  be  grantit 
without  the  famein  be  delyverit. 

7-  That  in  refpedt  of  the  good  and  godly  zeale  of  James  Lord  Arran, 
alwayes  fhawin  in  defence  of  Gods  cauie  and  commoun  wealth,  it  will 
pleafe  your  Hienes  and  Counfell  to  refolve  vpon  fome  good  and  fubftantiall 
ordour  that  may  ferve  both  for  the  health  and  cureing  of  his  body,  and 
comfort  of  his  confcience. 

8.  That  the  Booke  of  Policie  may  be  eftablifchit  be  ane  act  of  Privie 
Counfell,  quhill  ane  Parliament  be  had,  at  quhilk  tyme  it  may  be  con- 
firmed. 

9.  Becaufe  ther  is  great  neceffitie  of  a  printer  within  this  countrey,  and 
ther  is  a  ftranger  banifchit  for  religioun,  call  it  Vautrolier,  quho  offers  to 
imploy  his  labour  in  the  faid  vocation,  for  the  weill  of  the  country,  it  will 
pleale  gour  Grace  and  Counfell  to  take  ordour  heirin,  as  gour  Grace  thinks 
meit ;  and  to  give  licence  and  priviledge  to  him  for  that  effect,  if  it  falbe 
thocht  expedient  be  gour  Grace  and  Counfell. 
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\    1)    M  1)  1  XXX 


I'm:  Generall  Aflemblie  conveinit  in  the  Ovir  Tolbuith  <>t  Eden- 
burgh,  ami  begun  the  xv  of  October  L580:  Quher  there  was 
prefent  tin'  Commiflloners. 


Exhortatioun  made  he  Mr  .lame-  Lowfone.  Letts,  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
Andro  Hay,  Andro  Melvill  :  the  (aid  An  Iro  Hay,  be  pluralitie  of  rotes, 
was  chofen  Moderatour. 

[To  the  effect  matters  might   proceed  formally  and  with  expedition,    he 
defired  certain  brethren  to  he  appointed  t"  conveen  with  him  at  extraor- 
dinar  hour-,  to  give  their  advice  with  him,  in  matter-  to  he  proponed  and 
treated  during  this  Affembly.     Led   that  any  fhould  conceive  any  offena 
he  that  kind  of  order,  a-  heretofore,   il  ifl  laid,   men  have  done,   that  thej 
(hould  prelentlj  propone  fome  fubftantial  reafbn  for  the  miflyking  then 
The  brethren  in  ane  voice,  after  that  no  man  had  opponed  in  the  contrai 
t<i  the  laid  order,  deiired  him  t.>  nominal  the  laid  perfons  whole  confen 
he  craved  ;  and  appointed   them  i,<  conveen  in  the  Mailer   Kirk  at  Li 
hour-  in  the  morning  everj  da}  and  at  two  afternoon  :     Who  nomio 
Mr  Robert   Pont,   Mr  .fame-  Lowfone,    Mr    \ndn>  Melvill,    Mr  Thomac 
Smeitoun,   David  Fergufone,   Mr  David  Lindfay,   Mr  George   Hay,    Mi 
Thomas  Buchannan,  Mr  William  Rynd,  and  the  Commiflionei 

burgh  to  that  effect.    ('.  &   B.] 
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Seffio  la- 
bile Laird  of  Braid,  Mr  David  M'Gill,  Mr  Thomas  Smeton,  Mi- 
David  Lindfay,  Mr  Andrew  Hay  and  Mr  John  Young  were  directed  to 
the  Kings  Majeftie  to  require  his  Hienes  humblie,  that  he  would  direct 
fome  perfons  authorized  with  his  Hienes  commiffion  to  concurre  with 
them  in  their  Affemblie. 

Item,  To  crave  anfwers  to  the  articles  given  in  lately  by  the  Affemblie 
to  his  Hienes  and  Counfell ;  and  if  a  delaying  anfwer  be  given,  to  crave 
that  the  Piatt  be  fuperceded  till  they  receive  the  faid  anfwer. 
Item,  To  crave  fome  order  to  be  taken  with  Mr  Nicol  Burne. 
Item,  That  order  be  taken  with  papifts  in  the  Kings  houfe  ;  to  infill 
with  his  Hienes  and  Counfell,  for  calling  of  the  letters  wherewith  the  Com- 
miffioners  are  fummoned  before  the  Counfell,  and  for  reafoning  of  that 
caufe  :  and  to  report  the  Kings  Hienes  and  his  Couniells  anfwer  to  the 
Affemblie.  C] 

Seffio  2a- 

The  Bifchops  of  San6l  Androes,  Glafgow,  Aberdein  and  Murray  beand 
callit,  nane  [of  them]  compeirit. 

[The  Commiilioners  being  tryed  ;  and  Mr  John  Spotfwood  accuied, 
That  he  had  not  reforted  to  the  Affemblie  at  Dundie ;  and  that  he  had 
not  vilited  fince  the  laft  Affembly  :  Excufed  the  firft  be  ficknefs ;  the  other 
be  fhortneis  of  tyme,  and  that  he  ferved  upon  his  own  expenfes,  as  he  had 
done  thefe  nine  years. 

Mr  Andrew  Blackhall  removed,  was  accufed,  That  he  admitted  an  un- 
qualified man  to  the  Miniftrie  of  Ettleltone  :  His  anfwer,  He  admitted 
him  only  to  be  an  exhorter,  and  that  be  advice  of  certain  brethren  ;  alwife 
he  is  now  difcharged  of  his  Miniftrie.  The  Affemblie  findeth  nor  acknow- 
ledged no  fuch  offices  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  as  they  will  not  acknowledge 
any  fuch  in  tyme  coming  ;  and  findeth,  That  the  laid  Mr  Andrew,  in  this 
behalf,  hath  not  done  his  duty. 

Mr  Patrick  Gates  found  fault  with,  That  Mr  Thomas  Cranflon  being 
within  his  jurifdi6lion,  had  miniftred  the  facraments  without  examination 
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proceeding,  and  without  his  own  pariih  ;  other  tymes  committs  the  exami- 
nation of  the  people  to  Readers;  baptizeth  bearnes  privatelj  ;  thai  he  bad 
celebrat  the  Communion  in  [nnerlethen  <>n  Pafch  da}  to  maintain  fupertli- 
tion.  He  anfwered,  He  had  taken  order  with  him  for  baptizing  <>t'  beanies 
privatly  ;  hut  as  for  the  refl  of  the  accufations,  lit-  uuderftood  not  before. 
The  Affemblie  giveth  commifllon  to  the  brethren  of  the  Exercife  ot 
Edinburgh,  to  call  Mr  Thomas  Cranfton  before  them,  and  aceufe  him  of 
miniftration  of  the  facraments  without  1 1 i  —  own  parochine,  without  exami- 
nation proceeding  ;  and  of  committing  other  whiles  the  examination  of  the 
people  to  Readers  ;  for  baptizing  of  bearnes,  and  preaching  in  privat 
honl'os;    for  celebration  of  the  Communion  at  Pafche  and  luch  days, 

maintain  fupcrllition  ;     and   to  try  every  head  thereof:     and  after  trial  and 

due  examination  of  the  laid  crime-,  to  put  order  to  him,  according  to  the 
quality  of  bis  offence,  and  the  acts  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  what  herein  be  done 
to  report  to  the  next  General)  Affemblie. 

Item,  Full  power  and  coinmilliou  i-  gii  en  to  the  brethren  of  the  Exercife 
of  Edinburgh,  to  fummond  dame-  Blackwood  and  Alexander  Stevin  to 
compear  before  them,  and  to  aceufe  them  of  their  ufurpation  of  the  Minif- 
trio,  after  their  lawful]  demolition  ;  and  it  they  tind  they  have  ufurped  the 
(aid  office,  to  put  order  thereto,  for  their  contempt  ;  and  if  the}  continue 
in  their  contempt  and  ftubornefs,  to  proceed  with  excommunication  againil 
them.  C] 


SeffioS* 

Anent  the  report  of  the  Kuil:-  Grace  and  his  Counfells  anfuer  to  the 
petitiouns  proponit  he  word  be  the  brethren  of  the  Kirk  jefterdaj  :  The 
brethren  [directed  to  the  King  ami  Counfell]  returnit  [their]  anfuer 
lowing  :  Aa  to  the  anfwer  craved]  to  the  articles  "t  the  Kirk,  ]  Hi-  Hie- 
nes  and  Counfell  promittit  to  mjNi.  refolute  anfuer  to  the  fame  the  w  da} 
of  the  nixt  moneth,  ami  to  ftaj  the  Piatt  quhill  then. 

[Here  wanteth   in   the  Regifter  the  refl  of  the  third  Seifion,   the 
fourth,  fifth,  Qxth,  ami  a  part  of  the  foventh,  till  the  page   ■ 
plucked  out  in  the  year  1584,    C] 
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Seffio  7a- 

In  name  of  my  Lord  Lennox  compeirit  Mr  Hendrie  Keir,  and  falutit 
in  his  name  the  haill  Kirk,  declaring  that  his  Lordfliip  was  moft  willing-  to 
have  a  Minifter  in  his  a  win  houfe,  for  exercife  of  the  true  religioun  :  and 
albeit  he  had  promifed  at  the  fubfcriving  of  the  articles  of  the  religioun, 
to  fend  for  a  Minifler  that  had  knowledge  of  the  French  tongue,  git  be 
reafon  Mr  Bowis  had  promifed  [that]  he  fould  caufe  him  be  provydit  of  ane 
qualified  Minifter,  according  to  his  defyre,  quhilk  tuik  no  effect,  and 
vtherwayes  becaufe  alfo  his  defyre  was,  that  rather  the  Kirk  fould  choofe 
[and  elect]  him  a  fiifficient  paftour,  the  matter  hes  fenfyne  lyin  ovir  ;  will- 
ing heartlie  that  the  Kirk  fould  wryte  to  fome  paftour  of  the  French  Kirk 
of  London,  for  whofe  provifion  and  good  intertainment  he  fould  be  care- 
full  :  promifing  alfwa  in  his  name,  that  in  the  affaires  of  the  Kirk,  either 
in  generall  or  particular,  he  fould  imploy  his  good  affectioun  and  labours 
as  he  fould  be  chargeit ;  defyreing  that  no  vther  opinioun  fould  be  con- 
ceivit  of  him  nor  of  ane  man  that  meanes  truely  toward  God.  The  Kirk 
prefent  hes  willit  thair  brother  Mr  James  Lowfone  to  pen  a  wryting  in 
their  names  to  the  Minifter  of  the  French  Kirk  of  London,  to  the  effect 
forfaid. 

Anent  the  tranfporting  of  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Principall  of  the  Colledge 
of  Glafgow,  to  the  Vniverfitie  of  Sanct  Androes,  conforme  to  the  Kings 
Graces  wryteing  dire6l  to  that  effect :  After  fome  publick  reafoning  on  the 
matter  had  on  either  fyde,  the  Kirk  referrit  the  farder  difputation  therof 
quhill  afternoon.  In  the  meane  tyme,  the  queftioun  beand  movit,  If  the 
Kirk  might  concurr  with  the  Kings  Majeftie  in  tranfporting  of  Doctors 
fra  ane  Vniverfitie  to  another  for  wechtie  and  necelfar  caufes  :  The  Kirk 
and  Aifemblie  prefent,  for  the  moft  pairt,  vottit  to  the  affirmative  of  the 
faid  queftioun. 


Seffio  8*- 

[Forfameekle  as  commiffion  was  lately  given  to  the  brethren  of  the 
Exercife  of  Edinburgh,  to  fummond  certaine  apoftats  before  them,  and  to 
take  order  with  their  defection,   conforme  to  the  commiffion  granted  to 
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them  tor  that  effecl  ;  ami  that  the  brethren  underftand  there  I  e  diver-  di  - 
purees  of  apoftafie,  winch,  according  to  the  quality  ami  weight,  would  be 
refpected,  ami  punlflied  :  The  Aflemblie  hath  ordained  their  brethren,  to 
wit,  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  John  Craig,  the  Superintendent  of  Lothian, 
Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,  to  penne  and  put  in  form  their  judg  mint-  concern* 
ing  the  diverfe  ranks  ami  degrees  of  apoflata,   with  the  order  of  difcipline 

to  he  followed  out  Bgainfl  everv  one  of  them  ;  ami  to  be  prefeuted  to  the 
full  Aflemblie  the  morn  at  !)  hour-.    ( '.  ] 


Seffio 

Anent  the  act  made  in  the  lafl  Aflemblie,   concerning   the  damninj 
the  pluralitie   of  kirks  in  ane  Minifler :     The    Kirk  [has   ordained,   and] 
ordaines  the  lame  to  be  put  in  executioun   he  the  Commiflioners  of  Pro- 
vinces, after  the  tenour  therof,  under  the  paine  of  diflbbedieni 

Anent  the  aet  made  in  the   lad  Aflemblie  tuiching  the    Bifchops :     In 
refpecl  that  the  ordour  of  the  faid  art   bes  not  bein  followed  out  againft 

the  Bifchops  of  .Murray  and  Aherdeiu,  eonfornie  to  the  tenour  therof,  The 

haill  Kirk,  asofbefoir,  [hath  ordained,  and]  ordaines  the  Commiflioners 
of  the  Countreyes  to  put  the  laid  art  to  execution  in  all  point-,  fo  farr< 
concernes  thair  part  therof,  ami  the  Minifters,  to  farre  a-  i-  appointed  be 
the  laid  act  vnto  them  ;  vmler  the  paine  of  making  publick  repentance  in 
tare  of  the  haill  General!  Aflemblie,  if  they  be  found  to  contrayeine  the 
laid  aet  :  And  as  to  the  warning  and  futeing  of  the  Paid  Biichop  of  Mur- 
ray, Ordains  him  to  he  warnit  in  Elgin  puhlicklie  in  the  Kirk. 

[Anent  the  report    of  the    reafoning    and    conference    had  with  the  11,1- 

<  hop-,  he  the  brethren  appointed  thereto,  according  to  the  deiire  of  the 
Aflemblie:     Mr  David  MakgilJ  prefented  the  famine  in  writt,  which 
read  ;    ami  the  regiftring  thereof  fuperceeded,    till    the   full   conference 

thereof  had  been  made,    and    conceived    in    writt.       In  the  mean  t\me   the 

(aid  brethren  were  defired  to  proceed  farther  in  their  conference  afternoon, 
and  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the  Aflemblie.  C'.J 

Ordaines  Mr  Thomas  Buchannan  to  fummound  the  Biichop  of  Cathi 
and  Johne  Hepburne  to  fummound  the  Biichop  of  Brechin,  to  compeir  in 
the  nixt  General]  Aflemblie,  to  rive  thair  fubmifljon  and  affent  to  the  fpe- 
ciall  heids  conferrit   and  aggreit  vpon  be  the  Bifchops  of  Sam  t  Andj 
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[Glaigow,]  and  of  the  Yles,  with  the  Affemblie,  [to  be  conteinit  exprefslie 
in  the  fummounds]  ;  certifieng  them  and  they  compeir  not,  the  Kirk  will 
proceid  with  farder  admonitiouns  againft  them.  And  in  cace  that  the  laid 
Mrs  Thomas  and  Johne  fulfills  not  the  faid  ordinance,  the  Kirk  lies  de- 
cernitt  againft  them,  that  they  fall  make  publick  repentance  opinlie  in  face 
of  the  haill  Airemblie. 

The  Generall  AfTemblie  gives  full  power  and  commillioun  to  thair  lovit 
brether  of  the  Exercife  of  Edenburgh,  with  Mr  Johne  Craig,  Minifter  of 
the  Kings  houfe,  if  he  be  prefent,  to  call  the  Bifchop  of  Orknay  befor 
them,  and  to  charge  him  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  to  give  fubmiflion  and  afTent 
to  the  articles  and  heids  aggreeiton  betuixt  the  Bifchops  of  Sanct  Androes, 
Glaigow,  and  of  the  Yles,  [and  them  ;]  and  to  receive  his  anfuer  ther- 
vpon,  to  be  reportit  with  the  haill  proceiding  therin  to  the  nixt  Generall 
AfTemblie. 

Ordaines  Mr  Andro  Hay  to  fummound  the  Vifitour  of  Argyle  to  com- 
peir [before]  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie,  to  anfuer  vpon  the  vfurpatioun 
of  the  office  of  Vilitatioun  within  the  faids  bounds,  vnder  the  paine  of  diff- 
obedience. 

Anent  the  requeift  made  be  the  Commiffionars  of  Perth  to  the  haill 
Kirk,  that  in  refpect  of  the  inlake  of  vmquhile  Mr  John  Row,  thair  late 
Minifler,  ane  notable  man  within  the  Kirk,  and  of  the  great  neceflitie  the 
towne  had  to  be  provydit  of  a  Angular  good  man,  both  for  doctrine  and 
good  difcipline,  That  the  Kirk  wald  favourablie  grant  to  the  placing  of 
Mrs  Thomas  Smeitoun  or  Johne  Craig  ther.  The  Affemblie,  confiddering 
the  many  impediments  why  thair  laid  brether  might  not  be  planted  ther, 
gives  to  the  faid  towne  any  of  the  Minifters  following,  viz.  Mrs  Andro 
Simfone,  James  Anderlbn,  Johne  Davidfone,  and  ordaines  any  of  them 
that  falbe  bed  lyked  of  the  faid  towne,  the  faid  Minifter  to  be  placit  at  the 
faid  Kirk. 


Seffio  lO- 

[Anent  the  queflion  proponed,]  Whither  if  any  Minifter  may  be  re- 
movit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  fra  his  particular  flock,  [with- 
out] confent  of  his  flock,  for  good  and  neceffar  caufes  :    The  Kirk  anfuerit 
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therto  affirmative^  [That  they  might  be   removed  be  the  General!  Afiem- 
blie,  without  their  confenta,  for  good  and  neceflar  caufes.  | 

|  As  to  the  queftion  moved,  |  Whither  if  in  refpecl  of  the  prefenl  neceflw 
tie,  thai  ther  is  no  Dortours  within  thi>  realme,  a  Minifler  [or  ;i  Pallor] 
may  fuperfeid  the  office  of   Paftorfhip  for  a  tyme,  and  vie  the  offi 
Do6tour.     It  was  anfuerit  be  the  Kirk,  Thai  it  may,  be  the  command  ol 
the  General]  Kirk,  and  vpon  good  confideratiouna. 

[In  refpecl  thai  there  are  fundrie  impedimenta  alledged   to  l) < >j ij>  an) 
man  to  outer  prefently  to  the  (  i »1 1 1  ( 1^ » •  ofSancl   Androes,  .1-  namely,   thai 
the  compts  are  nol  yel  taken:     The  Aflemblie  defired  Mr  Patrick    Idam- 
fon,   the  Laird  of  Lundie,   Mr  Jamea    Lowfon,   Mr  Andrew  Melvin, 
conferr  on  the  morne  with  the  Clerk  Regifter  anenl  the  (lal 
Colledge,  and  to  report  hie  opinion  to  the  Aflemblie.  <  , 


Seflio  1  I 
Forfameikle  as  be  evident  experience  it  i-  knowin  to  the   Kirk,   thai   ol 

late  dayes  fundrie  apoftates  are  returned  within  the  COUntrey,  and  are  I 

in  diverfe  provinces,  as  in  Angus  and  vther  parts;  and  no  kynd  of  dilci- 
pline  as  jet  vied  againfl  them,  to  the  great  Qander  of  the  Kirk  of  G 
greife  of  the  conlcionco  of  uood  men,  and  contempt  of  the  adta  of  the  Kirk  : 
The  General]  Aflemblie  [  has  therefore  ordained  and  ]  ordainea  the  <  lommif- 
liouers  of  Countreya  t<>  put  tlu>  a6t  of  the  lafl  Aflemblie  concerning  apof- 
tates] to  execution  againfl  them  in  all  points  ;  and  to  v(e  the  forme  of  dif- 
cipline  againfl  them,  a>  is  vied  againfl  adulterer-  :  and  thia  acl  and  ordi- 
nance tobefollowit  <uit  and  execul  be  the  Laird  of  Dun  againfl  the  10 
day  of  November  nixt  to  come,  within  his  province,  againfl  the  M 
Gray,  and  vthera  fufpeel  of  the  laid  apoflafie. 

Anent  the  ordour  of  \  ifitoura  :  Forfameikle  as  it  ia  confidderit  be  the 
Kirk  to  be  ane  corruption,  and  [to]  found  to  tyrranie,  thai  ink  kyi 
office  fould  Hand  in  the  perfon  of  ane  man,  quhilk  fould  flow  fn  m  Prelby- 
teries ;  and  nottheles  the  eftate  "I  tyme,  and  lake  of  prefenl  ordour  for 
eftablifching  and  conftituteing  of  Preibj  teries,  fuller-  not  the  prefenl  al 
tion  of  Vifitors:  It  ia  coniidderit  and  thochl  meitt,  that  my  Lord  Clerk 
of  Regifter  fould  l>e  requeiitit  to  concurre  with  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Mra 
Robert  Pont,  James  Lowlbne,    David  Lindelay,  Johne  Craig,   and  Johne 
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Duncanfone,  or  any  thrie  or  four  of  them,  to  lay  [doun]  and  devyfe  a 
Piatt  of  the  Prelbytries  and  Conftitutiouns  therof  as  beft  appeirit  be  thair 
judgement,  to  be  reportit  be  them  againe  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  : 
And  as  to  the  prefent,  [the  Aflemblie]  appointit  the  Vifitours  [following] 
to  have  the  overiight  of  the  Provinces  [within  the  bounds  of  their  vifitation 
refpective]  quhill  the  nixt  Aflemblie. 

[Mr  James  Annand  : — Orkney. 
Mr  Gilbert  Foulfie  :— getland. 
Mr  George  Hay  : — Cathnefs. 
Mr  John  Robertfon  : — Rofs. 
Mr  Patrick  Auchinleck  : — Murrey. 
David  Howefon,  -\ 

Mr  George  Hay,  v       .       Angus  and  Mernes. 

Mr  George  Paterfon,  J 
The  Laird  of  Dun,       -\ 

William  Chriflefon,        V       .        Angus  and  Mernes. 
James  Anderfon,  J 

Mr  John  Young  : — Kyle,  CaricT;,  and  Cunninghame. 
John  Duncanfon  : — Galloway. 
Mr  John  Campbell : — Yles,  Argile. 
Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,     ~)  -p.? 

David  Fergufon,  J 

?Tun^nM^la'  X       .       Dunkeld. 

Mr  Alexander  Dynneir,  J 

Mr  John  Spotfwood,         1  T    H  ' 

Mr  David  Lindfay,  J 

John  Clapperton  : — Merce. 

John  Durie  : — Tiviotdail. 

[Mr  Andrew  Blackhall : — Tweddail. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay  : — Clidefdale,  Ranfrew,  &c. 

Mr  Robert  Lindfay  : — from  Lanerk  up  the  one  Waird  of  Glide. 

Mr  Peter  Watfon  :— Nithifdail.  C] 

The  Aflemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiffion  to  [their  beloved  breth- 
ren] the  Laird  of  Lundie,  Braid,  Haltoun,  Andrew  Ker  of  Fauldonfyd, 
Mrs  Johne  Craig,   Johne   Duncanfone,    Minifters  of  the   Kings  houfe, 
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Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  Patrick  Adamfone,  James  Boyd,  David 
Lindfay,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  George  Hay,  Andro  Hay,  Adame  Johnftoun, 
David  Fergufone,  David  Megill,  Johne  Preftoun,  elder,  Commi (Boner  ol 
Edenburgb,  or  any  fixe  of  them,  to  compeir  befor  the  Km  and 

his  Counfell,  the  xv  day  of  November  nixl  to  come,  and  with  all  humility, 
due  fubmiffion,  and]  reverence,  crave  and  earneftly  defire  anfuer  to  the 
artiflcs  i^ivin  in  leu  the  lall  General!  Aflemblie  vnto  hi-  Hienes  and  ho- 
nourable Counfell,  and  to  reafon  and  conferre  thervpon  ;  with  power  to 
thair  haill  brether  nominal  in  this  commifiioun,  or  to  the  mofl  part  ol 
them,  to  refolve,  difcerne,  and  finallie  conclude,  in  name  and  vpon  the 
behalfe  of  the  haill  Kirk,  ^\  it  1 1  1 1 1 « •  Kings  Hienes  and  Counfell  thervpon, 
as  lallii-  mofl  neceflar  and  expedient  for  the  advancement  of  the  glori< 
God,  intertainmenl  of  the  Evangel!  of  Jefus  Chryft,  and  welfare  of  the 
whole  Iv irk,  Qcklyke  and  als  frielie  as  it'  the)  were  perfonallie  prefenl  : 
firme  and  liable  haldand  and  for  to  bald  quhatfoevir  thair  (aid  brether  or 
the  maifl  pairt  of  them  in  the  premifles  "righteouflie    leids  to  be  done. 

The  General]  Aflemblie  ordaines  their  brether  underwritten,  viz. 
Laird-  of  Lundie,  Seagy,  and  Colluthie,  with  Mr-  Robert  Pont,  James 
Lowfone,  and  William  Chriftefone,  to  pafle  with  Mr  Andro  Melvill  to  the 
new  Colledge  of  Sancl  Androes,  and  Ge  him  placit  ther  conforms  to  the 
dire£tioun  and  decreil  of  the  Kirk  :  And  Qcklyke  to  call  the  papifts  [thai 
arc]  within  the  Vniverfitie  befor  them,  and  put  ordour  vnto  them  accord- 
ing to  the  art-  of  the  Kirk. 

Forfameikle  as  the  General]  Aflemblie  [of  the  Kirk,     according  to 
Kings  Majefties  wryting,  and  for  the  weill  and  the  vniverfall  profits  of  the 
Kirk  of  God  within  tlii-  real  me,    hes  thoght  meitt  and  expedient,  and  els 
concludit  and  ordainit,   That    Mr  Andro  Melvill  be   tranfportit  from  the 
Vniverfitie  of  Glafgow  to  the  new  Colledge  of  s  Vndroea,   for  1  1 

tioun  and  planting  therof :     Notthel$s  that  the  good  beginning  and  labours 

tane  he  the  laid   Mr    \ndr<>  he  nut  fruftrate,  The  haill  Kirk  lit'-  found  good 

and  neceflar  and  expedient,  That  tin-  [aid  Thomas  Smeitoun  occupy  the 
laid  Mr  Andro  his  place  and  office  in  the  laid  Vniverfitie  [of  (1! 
and  ordaines  him  to  accept  the  charge  therol  vpon  him  :  And  ane  wryt- 
in"-  to  be  directit,  in  name  of  the  haill  Kirk,  t<»  the  Reclour  and  the  I'rin- 
cipall  of  the  Vniverfitie,  requeifting  [them]  to  receive  him  in  the  (aid  Mr 
Andro  hi-  place,  for  the  wcill  and  confort  of  thair  Vniverfitie. 
Mr  Andro  Hay,  a-  Rector  ol  the  laid  Vniverfitie,  in  name  therof,  dill- 
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affenting  from  the  removeall  of  Mr  Andro  in  any  wayes,  made  protefta- 
tioun  as  of  befor. 

[Anent  the  Queflion  proponed,]  Whither  if  a  Minifter  entering-  in  the 
fundtioun  of  the  Miniftrie,  ferving  therin  diverfe  geirs,  and  therafter  leaves 
his  vocatioun,  and  applyes  him  to  a  civill  [place  and]  office,  may  be  ad- 
mittit  to  be  ane  Elder  of  the  Kirk  :  It  is  anfuerit  [be  the  brethren  ap- 
pointed to  the  refolution  of  Queftions,  That]  this  man  is  defertor  gregis, 
and  fould  not  be  admittit  to  be  ane  Elder  [within  the  Kirk,]  but  rather 
aught  to  be  called  for  his  defertione. 

Ordaines  Johne  Brand  to  delyver  to  my  Lord  Juftice  Clerk,  the 
Kings  Majellies  command,  givin  in  wryte,  for  railing  of  letters  agains  Mr 
Nicoll  Burne. 
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I'm  General]  Aflemblie  conveinit  at  Glalgow,  the  24  daj  of  Apryle 
[1581  :]  Quher  ther  was  prefent  the  Commiffioner  for  the  Kin  -. 
the  Laird  of  Capringtoun. 


Seffio  l1- 

[Exhortatioun  beand  made  1>_\  Mr  Andro  Hay.  Mrs  Robert  Pont, 
David  Lindfay,  and  William  Chryftefone,  were  put  on  leitt>  :  The  (aid 
Mr  Robert,  be  plurality  of  votis,  was  chofin  Moderatour,  who,  for  the 
better  expeditione  of  matters  to  be  treated  at  this  time  in  the  Aflemblie, 
defired  the  concurranee  of  certain  of  the  brethren  in  prival  conference, 
namely,  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  William  Chriftiibne,  David  Fergufon,  the  Laird-  oi 
Braid,  Dunrod,  and  Pilrig;  whom  the  Aflemblie  required  and  appointed 
to  convein,  during  the  continuance  of  thi>  Aflemblie,  with  him,  at  7  houn 
in  the  morning,  and  two  hours  afternoone,  in  the  Colledge  Hall  to  thai 
effect.   C.  &  B.] 


&  Qjo 

Forfameikle  as,  for  purgatioun  of  the  Minifhrie  fra  rnworthie  ; 

that  had  entrit  in  the  fun&ioun  therof,  to  the  great  Dander  of  God  and  hi-. 
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Kirk,  ordour  was  takin  in  the  laft  AfTemblie,  That  all  men,  afweill  Bar- 
rons,  Gentlemen,  as  vthers  of  the  funclioun  of  the  faid  Miniflrie,  fould 
give  vp  the  names  of  the  laid  perfons  to  the  Kirk,  as  they  will  anfuer  to 
God  vpon  thair  confciences  :  Nottheles,  be  fhortnes  and  inlake  of  tyme, 
no  great  effe6l  followit,  fo  that  get  the  flander  lyis  vpon  the  head  of  the 
Kirk  ;  therfor  the  AfTemblie,  git  as  before,  requyres  all  men,  as  they  ten- 
der the  glorie  of  God  and  the  weill  of  his  Kirk,  that  they  delait  and  give 
vp  the  names  of  fick  perfons  in  ane  tickett,  the  morne  afternoone,  that 
ordour  might  be  takin  for  removing  of  the  great  flander  ariling  to  the  haill 
Kirk  be  lick  vnworthie  perfons. 

[Here  a  want  of  the  thrid  and  fourth  Sellion.  C] 


Seffio  5»- 

[Forfameikle  as  it  is  meant  be  fundry  of  the  brethren,  that  the  ordinance 
concerning  Bifhops  at  Dundee  is  not  yet  fatiffied,  albeit  fome  articles  in 
Conference  be  agreed  on  ;  and  that  their  opinion  is,  that  the  whole  office 
of  a  Bifliop,  as  it  is  ufed,  is  damnable,  and  be  the  faid  a6t  they  fhould  be 
charged  to  dimitt  the  famine  ;  and  others  of  the  brethren  would  mean 
only  to  comprehend  the  fpiritual  fun6lione  of  a  Bilhop,  and  no  further  : 
The  Affemblie  hath  ordained  this  matter  to  be  difputed  the  morn  in  full 
AfTemblie,  that  all  men  may  be  refolved  of  the  mind  of  the  Affemblie 
therein.  C] 


Seffio  6a- 

Anent  the  a6l  made  in  the  Affemblie  [holden]  at  Dundie  againft  the 
Bifchops,  beand  Tome  difficultie  appeirit  to  fome  brethren  to  arife  be  the 
word  Office,  conteinit  in  the  faid  a6t,  quhat  Tould  be  meinit  therby  :  The 
Affemblie  preient,  for  the  moft  part  of  them  that  was  prefent  and  voted  in 
[the  Affemblie  at]  Dundie,  to  take  away  the  laid  difficultie,  and  reTolve 
men  of  the  true  meaning  and  vnderftanding  of  the  faid  a6l,  declares  that 
they  meanit  haillelie  to  condemne  the  [whole]  eftate  of  Bifchops  as  they 
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are  now  in  Scotland,   and  that  the  lame  was  the  determination!)  and  con- 
clufion  of  the  Kirk  at  that  tyme. 

The  Laird  of  Capringtoun  prefentit  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  rnto 
Afiemblie,  containing    alfo  ane  commifiion  from  hia  Hienea  to  concurre 
with  the  Afiemblie,    together  with  certaine  rolls  containing  the  plantin 
the  kirks,  and  t  lu>  number  of  the  prefbiteries,  with  the  Kirk-  of  ever]  pref- 
byterie  ;    quhilk  the  Kirk  ordainil  to  be  confidderit  be  [their  brethren  un- 
derwritten, who  befl  knew  the  bounds  of  the  country,  to  wit,  |  Mr-  Johne 
Ros  for  Roa,  Johne  Ennes  for  Murray,  the  Commiffioners  of  Aberdeii 
Aberdein,  William  Chriftefone  for  Mernes  and  Angus,     Mr  Andrew  Mill 
for  ,]   Duncan e   Macall   for    Dunkeld,   Thomas    Buchannan  and 

David  Fergufone  for  Fyfe,  Johne  Johnfloun  and  Mr  Adame  Johnitoun  for 
Edinburgh,  Jan       I     rmichaell  for  Haddington,  (  Johnitoun  for . 

hurt,  the  Laird  of  Lie  for  Lanerik,    Audio  II, i\  for  Glafgow,  Johni     . 
for  Air,  John  Clappertoun  for  the  Merfe,  John  Duncanfon  for  Gallo 
and  to  conveine  the  morne  al  vj  houres  to  liuht  the  (amein,  and  to  report 
thair  judgemenl  therofto  the  kirk. 

1  Mr    Patrick   Galloway,   at   the  defire  of  the  Commiifioners  of  Perth, 
getteth  liberty  of  tranfportatione  to  the  laid  toun.  C.  &  B. 

[For  anfwering  of  Hills  and  Queftiones,  the  Afiemblie  appointed  Mr 
James  Carmichel,  Mr  Adam  Jobnfloune,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  John 
Porterfield,  Mr  James  Nicolfon,  John  Brand,  and  Mr  Andrew  Blackball, 
inveen  the  morn  at  li\  houres  in  the  Colledge,  and  fo furth  dayly  while 
the  [amine  be  anfwered  ;  permitting  alwayes  matters  of  great  weight  and 
difficulty  to  the  refolutione  of  the  full  Afiemblie.  C. 


Do  7* 

It  was  thought  met  1  thai  Mailer  Alexander  Arhuthnot  ihouhl  he  trans- 
ported to  the  Minillrie  of  Aberdein,  and  ordainit  that  he  demitt  the  Prin- 

Jitie  of  the  Colledge  in  favours  of  Mr  Nicoll  Dalgleifch.  (  .  81  B. 

Aneut  the  Kingis  Maji  (li<  -  petitioun  proponed  in  wryte  and  exhibit*  I 
the  Aflembly  this  daj   he  hi-  1 1  i ■        I     mmifiioner,  with  the  anfuer  vnto 
the  articles  given  in  be  the  Kirk  rnto  bis  rlienes,  and  the  copie  of  ■  letter 
to  be  ilireel  to  the  Barrons,  Gentlemen,  and  Miniflera,  f"i"  rnion  and  divi- 
fion  of  the  kirk-,  with  the  name-  of  I  to  take  tra\<  11-  tb<  rein  : 
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The  Kirk  vnderftanding- thereby  the  godlie  [and]  zealous  meaning  of  his 
Majeftie,  praifit  God  greatlie,  that  had  moveit  his  heart  to  have  a  care  of 
his  Kirk  ;  and  firft  entring  to  the  confideratioun  of  the  anfuers  to  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  Kirk,  thoght  good  [that]  get  thir  articles  be  inlifted  in  at  his 
Hienes  hand  and  counfell. 

1.  His  Hienes  and  Counfell  to  be  earneftlie  deiyrit  to  appoint  a  Judge 
in  Edinburgh  to  cognofce  and  judge  vpon  wrangs  done  to  Minifters  in  exe- 
cution of  thair  offices,  and  to  punifch  according  to  the  qualitie  of  the  crymes, 
according  to  the  form  of  punifliment  to  be  given  in  be  the  Kirk  ;  and  that 
his  Hienes  wald  appoint  Mr  Johne  Skeine  for  Procurator  to  the  Minifters 
that  are  lb  injured. 

2.  That  ane  a6l  of  Parliament  may  be  made  concerning  the  depofition  of 
Minifters,  and  the  caufes  at  lenth  to  be  expreft  in  this  article. 

3.  That  the  benefices  vaikand  be  difponit  to  the  Minifters  [at  the  kirk] 
quher  the  benefice  vaikes,  if  they  be  abill,  according  to  the  meaning  of  them 
that  conferred  at  Striveling. 


Anent  the  Kings  Petitiouns. 

As  to  the  firft  petitioun  concerning  the  formeing  of  the  Articles  aggreit 
upon  in  the  Conference  :  The  Kirk  appoints  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  David 
Lindfay,  Johne  Skene,  Thomas  Craig  and  Johne  Craig,  to  that  effect. 

As  to  the  fecond  :  Delayit  quhill  afternoone. 

As  to  the  third  :  Reafbnable  and  aggreeit  on. 

The  haill  reft  referrit  to  reafoning  at  afternoone. 

The  tenour  of  the  Kings  Majefties  Petitiouns  givin  in  be  his  Hienes 
Commiffioner. 

Inftructiouns  to  our  truftie  and  welbelovit  William  Cuninghame 
of  Caprintoun,  direct  be  vs,  with  advyfe  of  the  Lords  of  our 
Secreit  Counfell,  to  the  Generall  Afiemblie  of  the  Minifters 
of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at  Glafgow,  the  20  of  Apryle  1581. 

§e  fall  delyver  our  letter  vnto  them,  and  let  them  vnderftand,  that  iick 
of  thair  number  as  travellit  with  vs,  having  defyrit  of  vs  anfuer  to  thair 
articles  fend  from  the  Afiemblie  haldin  in  Dundie  3  Julij   laft,   We  cauiit 
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Pome  of  our  Counfell   conferre  with   them  feverall  tymes  in  (  I  i  laft, 

as  alio  now  of  late  ;    quhilkis  all  finds  the  matter  tow  arde  tin-  thrids  of  the 
benefices  mentionat  in  the  firfl  of  the  (aids  articles,   as  the  lame  is  ther  re- 
quyrit,  not  to  be  the  readied  [  meine  !,  either  to  make  the  Minifters  allured  i  : 
thair  ftipends and  livings,  or  jet  to  make  \^  to  have  any  reafonabill  fii] 
therhy,   for  reliefe  of  the  commoun  charges  of  our  eftate;    ther  bein 
great    alteration   and  (liminntioun  of  the  rents,   ami   fo    great    confufioun 
vtherwayes  entrit  in  that  matter,   dureing  thir  w  jeirs  and  more  now  by- 
pail  ;  and  that  therhy  ther  beho<  ves  ane  forme  and  ordour  to  be  prefi 
vnto,  mair  lick  1  it-  to  have  continuance  to  the  pofteritie  to  come,   to  the  re- 
moving of  all  oeiaiions  of  complaint.     For  the  furtherance  therof,   tl 
he  commandment  ami  advyce  offick  of  our  Counfell,  am!  the  Minilfc 
conferrit  in  this  purpofe,  Lome  tonne  drawin,   how  Elderfliips  ma)  ; 
(litute  of  a  certaine  number  of  parochines  [lyand]  togither  ;    fmall  : 
chines  to  he  vnited,  ami  the  great  to  he  divydit^  tor  the  better  fuftentatioun 
of  the  Minillrie,    ami  the  more  commodious  refort    of   the  commoun  | 
to  thair  kirk-. 

There  i-  alio   [drawn]   the  forme  of   [a]    letter    of   our-  to  he  \\r\ti.i  to 
fome  of  the  principal]  noble  and  gentle  men,   and  certaine  of  the  Minifters 
within  the  hounds  of  every  Elderfchip,   to  conveine,   advyfe,   and  rej 
thair  advyce    to  vs  in  things  requyrit  he  V8  in  our  laid   letter,    I 

24  day  of  Junij  m\t.     This  We  ti  nvenient  to  communi< 

.on  to  the  All'emhlie  now  to  he  conveinit  at   Glafgow,    requyreing   them, 
in  our  name,  to  conGdder  therof,  ami  t<>  fend  vs  thair  opinioun  ami  jud 
inent  anent  this  intendit    wark,   and   of  an)  thing   that   the)  wold  wilVh 
either  to  be  addit  or  diminifchit  in  the  forme  of  our  letter  or  rtherwa) 

befor  the  fame  lathe  directit  :     i|uheraneut  if  (are  and  diligence  (kibe  takiu 
lie  them,  a- our  intent ioun,  (iod  \villim_r,   is  to  doe,  to  the  furtherance  ther- 

ta  becomes  \-,  We  have  no  doubl  hut  (mil  (all  fend  fruitful]  fuccefle 
of  our  travel!-,  to  the  removing  of  the  Lrr.\it  diflbrdours  and  confufiouns 
now  (landing  lor  want  of  reformation. 

Thefe  grounds  advyfit  iveill  and  l    vpon,    appeirantlie  il   (all  not 

only,  with  reasonable  tyme,  make  the  Minifters  be  furelie  provydit  "t  thair 
livings,   hot  it  fall  bring  the  ecclefiaflicall  difcipline  to  be  farre  1  •  •  - r t •  r  exer- 
( ifed  and  execute  over  all  this  realme  nor  it  i-  pn  f<  ntlie  .     I'  1"  is  b 
clarit,   firft,   what  every  Prefbiter)  (all  ■;.  e  vpon  ,    nixt,   quhat  i 

n  ever)  Synodall  Affemblie  ;    and  laft,  quhat  caufes  falbe  devolvit  to 
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Generall  Affemblie  ;  and  quhat  perfons  fall  ordourlie  neid  to  repare  ther- 
to,  and  have  vote  therin.  The  report  of  thir  our  letters  returning  againe 
the  fooner,  it  may  be  provydit  with  diligent  travells,  that  the  good  or- 
dour  now  intendit  may  take  beginning  at  the  firfl  day  of  November  nixt 
without  langer  delay.  And  if  our  Parliament,  vpon  any  neceffar  occaiioun, 
falbe  conveinit  in  the  meane  tyme,  the  fame  ordour,  or  fa  meikle  therof 
as  falbe  in  readines,  may  be  pafl  and  approvit  in  forme  of  law. 

The  fecond  article  was  anfuerit  in  fick  fort  as  We  trull  they  were  fatif- 
fied  with. 

To  an fuer  the  thrid  article,  the  defyre  therof  mufl  be  more  ipeciall  befor 
it  receive  ane  fpeciall  anfuer. 

They  have  to  conlidder  in  whole  default  and  negligence  the  perfons, 
complainit  vpon  in  the  fourth  article,  remaines  vnpunifchit. 

Our  anfuer  to  the  fyft  article  is  fufficient,  quhill,  vpon  farder  advyfe,  it 
may  be  made  more  fpeciall. 

We  doubt  not  alfo  bot  our  anfuer  to  the  lixt  article  falbe  found  reafon- 
able  vpon  fpeciall  conference  had  theranent ;  and  that  thair  defy  re,  if  it 
were  grantit  in  the  forme  requyrit,  could  not  but  induce  [fome]  incon- 
venients. 

Ther  is  ordour  takin  anent  the  delyre  of  the  fevinth  article. 

There  is  fome  ordour  alreadie  begun  for  the  farther  help  and  confort  of 
the  Erie  of  Arran,  quhilk  falbe  followit  as  occalion  lall  ferve. 

We  have  cauiit  and  [yet]  will  caufe  the  Conference  to  be  keipit,  for  the 
furth  fetting  of  all  things  requilite,  that  may  fett  fordwart  the  Policie, 
quhill  the  fame  may  be  eilablifchit  be  law. 

Our  former  anfuers  are  reafonable  ;  and  no  infilling  hes  bein  in  the 
contrair  in  the  matters  fenfyne. 

Moreover,  ge  fall  let  the  Affemblie  vnderfland,  that,  in  the  particular 
conference  bygane,  fundrie  matters  hes  bein  aggreit  vpon,  in  generall 
termes,  as  they  were  talkit  and  put  in  memoir  ;  but  get  are  not  put  in 
fick  formes  and  termes  as  it  were  meitt  to  put  them  in  Articles  to  our 
Eflates  in  Parliament,  to  be  pall  and  approvit  as  particular  laws  :  and 
therfor  let  the  Affemblie  appoint  fome  of  thair  number  to  extend  and  put 
thir  articles  in  lick  forme  and  ordour  as  they  wald  wifch  them  to  be  pall 
in  Parliament ;   fpeciallie  in  thir  heids : 

That  the  Alfemblie  will  inquyre  and  caufe  informe  vs   cf  the  fpeciall 
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names  <>!'  the  perlbns  culpable  of  the  faults  notit  in  the  Act  ol  thair  lafl 
AfTemblie  haldin  at  Dundie,  \i/. 

That  the  Bifchops  and  Commiflionera  may  be  admonifchit  to  refufe 
Reidars  the  titles  of  benefices  vaikand  fen  the  firA  da)  of  November  lafl 
bypaft,  althogh  presentation  have  hapnit  or  happin  to  be  |  made  alter  that 
fort] 

That  the  AfTemblie  declare  how  many  I'ullicieiil  and  wcill  qualified  Mi- 
nifters  ther  i-  prefentlie  in  Scotland,  and  in  quhat  place  the)  wilih  them 
ratherefl  to  ferve. 

And  that  they  give  thair  advyce,  bow  the  remanent  kirks,  quhervnto  Mi- 
nifters  cannol  be  bad  prefentlie,  maj  be  fervit,  (juhill  mair  Minifters  may 
be  had,  and  that  the  prefent  anld  pofleflburs  of  the  benefices  be  departit 
this  lyfe. 

That  they  give  vs  thair  opinioun  and  advyce  of  that  portioun  <>i  the 
rents  pertaining  to  the  kirk-  befor  the  alteratioun  ol  religioun,  quhilk  they 
think  (all  fall  to  vs,  in  cace  all  benefices  were  now  raikand  :  And  in  the 
meane  tyme  quhill  they  be,  quhat  We  fall  have  jeirlie  for  the  fupport  ol 
our  eflate  ami  jmblick  affaires  of  our  realme. 

That  they  confidder  the  forme  and  proceeding,  how  the  taxi  for  the  fpi- 
r i t iiiil  1  mens  pari  (albe  payit  in  tymes  coming. 

A-  alto  to  make  vs  fome  licklie  and  good  overture  lor  the  perfona 
that  tall  occupie  the  place  of  our  fpirituall  eftate  in   Parliament   in  tymes 
coming,  after  the  deceis  of  the  prefent  poffeffours  in  the  place,    in  refpei  i 
of  the  great  deca]  of  the  rent-  therof. 

That  they  fend  \-  thair  good  advyce,   how  a  forme   ol  judgement   maj 

■  (lablifchit,  quhill  a  Parliament,  U>i  calling  rfons  provydit  to  bene- 

3  fen  our  coronatioun,  to  be  depryvit  therfra,  vpon  the  claufe  irritant 

containit  in  thair  provifiouns,  for  not  doing  thair  duetie  in  thair  rocatiouns, 

hot  leaving  thair  charges  and  midline  with  thair  [ecular  benefi 

That  the  Aflemblie  give  thair  advyce  rpon  the  forme  of  prefentatioun 
that  We  tail  give  [to  thefe  j  to  be  provydit  to  benefices,  if  tin-  ordour  take 
effect  ;  quhom  to  our  prefentation  falbe  dire&it ;  quhat  (albe  the  forme  and 
ordour  of  the  tryall  ;  ami  how  fall  the  perfon  prefentit  he  tr\  ed  ,  and  quhat 
forme  ofadmifijon  or  collatioun. 
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For  ane  ground  thir  heids  are  to  be  confidderit. 

That  befyde  the  Dyocie  of  Argyle  and  of  the  Yles,  of  quhilks  bounds 
never  rentalls  was  get  givin  up,  ther  is  in  Scotland  about  nyne  hundreth 
and  twentie  foure  kirks,  comptand  fyve  fcore  to  the  hundreth.  Of  thir 
fundrie  are  pendicles  and  fmall  parochines,  and  many  kirks  demolifchit. 
Some  parochines  alfo  are  of  greater  bounds  nor  the  parochiners  may  con- 
veine  convenientlie  to  thair  paroch  kirks.  It  has  bein  thoght  meit,  there- 
for, to  reduce  thir  nyne  hundreth  and  twentie  foure  kirks  to  vjc,  and  at 
every  kirk  to  have  a  Minifter  ;  thair  flipends  and  livings  to  be  [modified]  in 
four  degries. 

Ane  hundreth  at vc  marks  the  peice. 

Two  hundreth  at iijc  marks  the  peice. 

Two  hundreth  at c  lb  the  peice. 

Ane  hundreth  at c  marks  the  peice. 

Or  fomewhat  more  or  leffe,  as  it  may  be  neir  thir  fowmes,  beneath  or 
above. 

All  flipends  and  livings  to  be  modified  according  to  the  poffibilitie  of  the 
rents  payit  in  that  place. 

Thir  confideratiouns  are  to  be  takin  in,  altho  all  the  benefices  were  pre- 
fentlie  vaikand. 

Quher  the  perfonage  and  viccarage  penfion  at  any  kirk  are  now  feverall 
benefices,  to  be  all  vnited  and  annexit  in  ane,  for  the  better  fuftaining  of  the 
Minifter  ther. 

Thir  lax  hundreth  kirks  to  be  divydit  in  fiftie  Prefbyteries,  twelve  to 
every  Prefbytrie,  or  therabout. 

Thrie  of  thir  Prefbyteries,    or  moe  or  fewer,  as  the  countrey  lyis,  to 

make  ane  Diocie,  according  to  ane  forme  after  following,  to  be  confidderit  of. 

Of  thir  number,  certaine  of  Prefbyteries  falbe  the  Synodall  Aflemblie  : 

and  ilk  Synodall  AfTemblie  fall   appoint  the  place  within  that  province  for 

thair  nixt  Synodall. 

Of  perfons  direct  from  the  Synodall  AHemblies,  fall  the  General  Aflem- 
blie confift. 

Kirks  divydit  in  quarters,  to  be  provydit  to  ane  man ;  and  if  thefe  quar- 
ters be  annexit  to  any  vther  benefices,  the  quarters  to  be  difleverit  out  of 
the  provifion  of  the  perfons  to  be  provydit  to  thefe  benefices,  quhen  they 
vaik. 
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The  kirka  divydil   inter  Prebendarios,  to  be  given  to  the   Miniften 
they  vaik. 

All  benefices  provydit  tt»  Minifters,  to  be  divydil  the  jeir  of  thair  de- 
ceife,  equallie  betwixt  thair  wyves,  bairni  s,  or  executoure,  and  the  intrant 
Minifters. 

^ong  men  new  comeing  from  the  fchooles,  falbe  onlj  promovil  to  the 
benefices  and  ftipends  of  the  lowefl  degrie  ;  and  the  eldeft,  of  greatefl 
[learning]  judgement  and  experience,  to  be  promotit  to  the  bighefi  rank  . 
and  fo  to  afcend  gradatim,  as  they  falbe  judgil  and  tryed  worthieft,  from 
thrie  jeir  to  thrie  jeir,  for  better  efchewing  of  ambition  and  avarice  ;  and 
thai  the  charge  of  the  greatefi  congregations  fall  no1  be  committed  to  the 
jong  Minifters  at  the  firft,  nor  fall  thej  I"'  preferritt  to  the  eldeft,  of 
greater  gravitie  and  judgement,  at  the  firft. 

The  eftate  of  all  Prebendaries  t"  be  agnofcit  and  confidderit,  'jululk - 
arc  foundil  vpon  tin'  teinds  of  the  paroch  kirk-,  and  quhilks  arc  temporal] 
land- ;  to  the  effecl  that  lick  Prebendaries  as  are  foundil  \  poo  teinds,  maj 
accreafe  to  the  living  of  the  Minifters  ferving  at  the  kirk-  ;  and  the  \  then  to 
he  provydit  lor  the  help  of  the  fchooles  in  the  hell  forme  that  may  Im>  devyfit. 

And  alwayes  the  La  wit  Patronages  to  remain  bail]  and  vnioynit  or  un- 
divydit,  excepl  it  he  with  confenl  of  the  Patrons. 


( )rknay, 

(  'athne-, 


Ane  forme  of  the  Prefbiteries  and  Dyociee. 

{Tingwell.  C  Forres. 

Kirkwall.  Murray,       -J  Elgin. 
{Weik.  ^  Innein 

I  )orn 


irnoch. 


t 


C  Striveling.  Bamfej  f  p 

J  Linlithgow.  (  i- 

i  Edenburg 

'  Dalkeith. 


rnes. 
Bamfe. 


bdenburgh,  , .  ,      ,        ,  ^  Ivudrimmie 

rh. 


rladdingtoun, 


1  Dalkeith.  j    Iberdein. 

S  II  iddingtoun.  Aberdein,    ^  [nuerrourie. 

1  I  lumbar.  Kincardononeifl. 

I   (   haiinoi 

s  Tayne. 

v  1  )in_'\\  al 


Channonrie.  /  Dundie 

j  Keiremu 
v  Kethenis 


■{  Tayne.  Angus,         '  Keu 
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Mernes, 


{Beruoy. 
Fordoun.  Glafgow, 

f  Perth. 
Dunkeld,  -J  Dunkeld. 

ICreiff. 

f  Sanct  Androes.  Air, 

Sanct  Androes,  <  Falkland. 

v  Dumfermling. 
Chirnefyde. 

Dunce.  Galloway, 

Kelfo. 
Jedburt. 

fMelros.  ^      r 

}  r>    ii-  Dumfreis, 

<  Peibhs. 

v.  Bigger. 


Jedbrugh, 


Peblis, 


C  Lanerick. 
-\  Glafgow. 
vDumbartan. 

Air. 
Irwing. 
Mayboill. 
Commonell. 

{Quhitterne. 
Kirkudbright. 

Dumfreis. 
Penpont. 
Lochmabane. 
Annand. 


Seffio  8»- 

Anent  the  report  of  the  brether  appointit  to  confidder  the  placeing  of 
the  kirks  givin  in  to  them  in  rowis,  and  to  report  thair  judgement  quhat 
they  think  meit  to  be  reformit  therin  :  A  great  part  of  the  faid  rowis 
beand  reproduced  with  thair  judgement,  quhilk  they  prefentlie  could  re- 
folve  vpon  in  fick  fhortnes  of  tyme,  quhill  they  be  farther  refolvit  with  ad- 
vyce  of  the  Countreyes,  the  haill  Aftemblie  thocht  meitt,  that  ane  begin- 
ning be  had  of  the  Prelbyteries  inllantlie,  in  the  places  after  following,  to 
be  examplatour  to  the  reft  that  may  be  eftablifhed  heirafter. 


The  Preibitrie  of  Edenburgh. 


Edenburgh. 

Halirudehouie. 

Caftell  of  Edenburgh. 

The  Weft  toun  of  Dudinftoun. 

Leith. 

Reftalrig. 

Muflilburgh. 


Natoune. 

Sanct  Cuthbert. 

Corftorphine. 

Cramont. 

Gogar. 

Ratho. 

Kirknewtoun. 
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( !urrie. 

Sand  Bothones. 


I  [aylee. 
Libbertoun. 


The  Prefbiterie  oi  1  )undie. 


1  )undie. 
Ballumbie. 

M.i\nes. 

Strekmairtin. 

Monoluitli. 

Morrois. 

Logieduiulic. 

Liff. 

[nuergowrie. 

Tealing. 


Lundie. 
Benvie. 
Auchterhoufe. 

Incliliuiiv. 

Roffie. 

LangforiMiir. 
I  mvles. 
[nueraritie. 

Kirkbuililn. 


The  Prefbitrie  of  Sancl  And] 


Sancl  Androes. 

Sanct  Leonards. 

Seres. 

Craill. 

AnUruther. 

Carnbie. 

Newburne. 

1  )inninow. 

Kilconquhar. 

Abercrombie, 

Lareo. 


Couper. 

Auchtermoonfie. 

Leuchars. 

Forgund. 

Balmerinoch. 

Logiemurdo. 

Kilmanie. 

1  )airfie. 

K .  q1 

Kilraiuiif. 


The  Preibitrie  ol  lYrth. 


Perth. 
K\  onowll. 

4 

K\  ofawns. 
Methven. 
Pitcairne. 
Kinclevin. 


ebiyde. 

htergellie. 
S     one. 

Cambuftmchaell. 
'  Sand)  Martins  Kirk,  i 
Tibbennin 
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Dumberny. 

Pottie. 

Moncreif. 

Rynd. 

Duplin. 

Abernethie. 

Dron. 

Arngofk, 


Mukarlie. 

Forgundinie. 

Aberdagie. 

Forteviot. 

Mongie. 

Regortowne. 

Loncardie. 

Trinitiegafk. 


The  Preibitrie  of  Stirling. 


Cambufkenneth. 

L°gy- 

Dumblane. 

Lycrop. 

Kilbryde. 

Aberfull. 

Port. 

Clackmannan. 

Tulliebodie, 

Tullieallan. 

Kilmadock. 

Kinkairne. 


Sanct  Ninians  Kirk  to  be 

divydit. 
Lairbar. 
Dunipace. 
Kirk  of  Muir. 
Kippen. 
Alvethe. 
Tilliecutrie. 
Kilmahugo. 
Leny. 

Calendrethe. 
Airth. 
Bothkenner. 


The  Preibitrie  of  Glafgow. 


Glafgow. 

Campfie. 

Fintrie. 

Strabran. 

Calder. 

Monkland. 

Lengie. 

Ranfrew. 

Inchinnan. 

CambuHang. 


Rutherglen. 

Carmannock. 

Bothwell. 

Shottis. 

Paiilay. 

Mernis. 

Neilfoun. 

Kilbryde. 

Torreis. 

Go  van. 
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Blant]  re. 
Eiftwood. 


Air. 

Allowaj  . 
Tarbolton. 
Barnwell. 
( lumnock. 
Monktoun. 
Sam-t  Kevocks. 
Preftick. 
Vchiltrie. 


( lathcart. 
Monyabrock. 


The  Prefbitrie  of  A  ir. 


Auchinlei  k. 
Machleine. 
( rafloun. 
Queiltoun. 
Craigy. 
Elickartoun. 
1  )undonnald. 
Sj  montoun. 


The  Prelbitrie  of  [rwing. 


Ir  wing. 

Large. 

Kilbryde. 

Ardrofl  in. 

Kilwinning. 

Kilmarnock. 

Loudon. 

Dairy. 


Dunlop. 
Kilburnie. 
Baith. 
K  ilmauers. 
Preftoun. 
Dreghorne. 
infoun. 


The  Prelbitrie  of  Haddinetoun. 


I  [addingtoun. 
Elitanford. 

Saiiet    Martin-  Kirk. 

B  iwden. 
Soutra) . 
B  ithanis. 
Morhame. 
( hrmeftoun. 

rladie. 
( rulan. 


Nfi  rth  Berwick. 
Pencaitland. 
Saltoun. 
I    ment. 
»un. 
Barro. 
( lar . 
I'ala. 

K.  ithmt  •!.  bell. 
Keithhumbie. 
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The  Prelbitrie  of  Dumbar. 


Dumbar. 

Spott. 

Lyntoun  or  Prefton  Kirk. 

Inuerweik. 

Auldhamflocks. 

Coldbrandfpeth. 

Auld  Cammous. 


Quhitinghame. 

Stentoun. 

Whyte  Kirk. 

Bafs. 

Auldham. 

Tynninghame. 


The  Prefbitrie  of  Chirnefyde. 


Chirnefyde. 

Foulden. 

Mordingtoun. 

Coldinghame. 

Aittoun. 

Lambertoun. 

Huttoun. 

Fifchuick. 

Horneden. 

Vpfettlingtoun. 

Lannell. 

Hirfell. 

Simpren. 


Hiltoun. 

Whitfome. 

Edrem. 

Boncle. 

Preftoun. 

Elian. 

San6l  Bothanes, 

Dunfe. 

Langformagus. 

Cranfchawis. 

Langtoun. 

Foggow. 

Swintoun. 


The  Prefbitrie  of  Lynlithgovv. 


Lynlithgow. 

Bynnie. 

Caldercottis. 

Caldercleir. 

Strabrock. 

Inchmachane. 

Kirkliftoune. 

Auld  Cathie. 

Drummanie. 


Torphichen. 

Bathcat. 

Livingftoun. 

Kynneill. 

Carridden. 

Slamannen. 

Abercorne. 

Falkirk. 
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The  Prelbitrii'  "I  DuinfeniiliiiL'. 


1  himfermling. 

( larnock. 

[nuerkeithing. 

Raflyth. 

Auchterdyrie. 

Ballingarrie. 

Aberdoure. 

Dalgettie. 

Auchtertoole. 

Kirkaldie. 

Kinghorne  Eafter. 

Kinghorne  W  efter. 


Dyfert. 

\\  i  \  mis. 

Methel. 

Kinglaftie. 

Culros. 

'  rumbie. 

rorrie. 

Salein. 

Cleiibh. 

Muckart. 

1  )olour. 

( ilendowan. 


And  to  the   effecl    tlii->  ordour   <•!    Elderfhips  maj  be  eftablifcb.it  in  the 
[aide  townes  with  the  better  expedient  and   more  convenient   forme,  the 
Kirk  hes  namit  the  brethren  raderwrytin  to  take  care  and  travelk,  t<i  Re 
the  fame  conftitute  betuixt  and  the  lafl  day  <•('  May  nixl  to  come,    viz.  for 
Lowthiane,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Adame  Johnftoun,  James  (  armicbaell  . 
Fyfe,    David  Pergufone,    Thomaa  Buchannan ;    for    Ingus,   the  Laird  ol 
Dun,  William  Chryilefone,  James  Anderfbn,  James  Melrill  ;    for  Stirling 
and  Lynlithgow,    Robert  Montgomerie,   Johne  Duncanfone,   the   Bil 
oi  Dumblane ;    for  Glaigow,  Andro  Hay,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Am 
wait,  and  the  Bifchop  of  Glaigow  ;  for  Air  and  [rwing,  Johne  Porterfeild, 
Johne  Jong   and  Johne  Mackorne  ;    for   the   Mere,   Johne  Clappertoun, 
Patrick  Gaits;    for  Perth,  the  Minifter  ther,    William  Rynd,  and  William 
Edmeftoun :     Ordaining  ererj    EUderfchip   in   the  firfl    AJIemblie  to   be 
haldin,   to  i  hoofe  <>nt  of  th.iir  number  ane  Modi  ratour  to  continue  to  the 
nixt  Si  nodall  AfTembiie. 


Seffio  9  28  Aprile  1 581.] 

Foriameikle  as  travells  bes  bein  takin  in  the  forming  <>t   tin    Polici* 
the  Kirk,   and  diverfe  futes  made  to  the  Magiftrat  for  approbation  therot  . 
quhilk  albeit   as   jet    hes  not  takin  the  hapj  t  that  g 1  men  wald 
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crave  ;  set  that  the  poiteritie  fould  judge  weill  of  the  preterit  age,  and  of 
the  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  the  AHemblie  hes  concludit,  That  the  Booke 
of  Policie  aggreeit  to  befor,  in  diverfe  AfTemblies,  fould  be  regiftrat  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Kirk,  and  to  remaine  therin,  ad  perpetuam  rei  memoriam,  and 
the  copies  therof  to  be  takin  be  every  Prefbyterie  :  Of  the  quhilk  the 
tenour  followes. 


HEADIS  AND  CONCLUSIONS  OF  THE  POLICIE  OF 

THE  KIRK. 

Off  the  Kirk  and  Policie   thairof  in   general],   and   quhairin   it  is 
different  frome  the  Ciuill  Policie.     Cap.  I. 

1.  The  Kirk  of  God  fumtymis  is  lairgelie  takine  for  all  thame  that  pro- 
fefiis  the  Evangell  of  Jefus  Chryft,  and  fo  it  is  ane  company  and  fellow- 
fchipe,  not  onlie  of  the  godlie,  bot  alfo  of  hypocritis  profefling  alwayis 
outwartlie  ane  trew  religioun. 

c2.  Vther  tymis  it  is  takine  for  the  godlie  and  ele6l  onlie. 

3.  And  lumtymis  for  thame  quho  exerce  the  fpirituall  funclioun  amangis 
the  congregatioun  of  thame  that  profes  the  trewth. 

4.  The  Kirk,  in  this  laft  fence,  hes  ane  certane  power  grantit  be  God, 
according  to  the  quhilk  it  vfis  ane  proper  jurifdiclioun  and  gouernament, 
exercit  to  the  confort  of  the  haill  Kirk. 

5.  This  power  ecclehafticall  is  ane  auetoritie  grantit  be  God  the  Fader, 
throch  the  Mediatour  Jefus  Chryft,  vnto  his  Kirk,  gadderit  and  haveing 
the  grund  in  the  Word  of  God  ;  to  be  put  in  executioun  be  thame,  vnto 
quhom  the  fpirituall  gouernament  of  the  Kirk,  be  lauchfull  calling,  is 
committit. 

6.  The  Policie  of  the  Kirk,  flowing  fra  this  powar,  is  ane  ordour  or 
forme  of  fpirituall  gouernament,  quhilk  is  exercit  be  the  memberis  appointit 
thairto  be  he  Word  of  God  ;  and  thairfoir  is  gevine  immediatlie  to  the 
office  beraris,  be  quhome  it  is  exerceit  to  the  weill  of  the  haill  bodie. 

7.  This  powar  is  diuerflie  vfit :  for  fumtymes  it  is  feuerallie  exerceit, 
(cheiflie  be  the  teacheris  ;)    fumtyme  coniundtlie,   be  mutuall  confent  of 
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thame  thai  boar  the  office  and  charge,  efter  the  forme  of  iugement.     The 
formar  is  commounlie  callil  Poteftas  Ordinis,  and  the  vther  Poteflas  JuriC 

dud  ioni-. 

9  Thefe  tua  kyndia  of  power  baue  baj  ih  ane  authoritie,  ane  grund,  and 
ane  final!  caus  ;  bol  ar  different  in  the  maner  and  forme  of  executioun,  at 
i-  euidenl  of  the  [peiking  of  oure  Maifter  in  the  16  and  18  of  Mathew. 

!».  This  power  and  policie  ecclefiafticall  ia  different  and  diftinct,  in  the 
awin  nature,  fra  that  power  and  policie  quhilk  i-  callil  the  ciuile  power, 
and  appertenil  to  the  ciuile  gouernamenl  of  the  commoun  wealth  :  albeil 
they  be  baith  of  God,  and  tend  to  ane  end,  gif  they  be  rycbtlie  vied,  to 
witt,  to  aduance  the  glorie  of  God,  and  to  baue  •_•■«><  1 1  i  *  *  and  guid  fubie&is. 

l<».  For  this  power  ecclefiafticall  flowis  immediatelie  frome  God,  and 
the  Mediator  Chrifl  Jefus,  and  i-  [pirituall,  not  having  ane  temporale  head 
in  earth,   hot  onlie  Chrill,  the  onlie  fpirituall  King  and  Gouernour  of  bis 

Kirk. 

11.  Thairfore  this  power  and  policie  of  the  Kirk  fould  lene  rpoun  the 
Word  of  God  immediatlie,  as  the  only  grund  thairof,  and  fuld  be  tane 
ironic  the  [Hire  fontanis  of  the  Schriptouria,  heiring  the  woce  ol  ( 'hriil,  the 
onlie  fpirituall  King,  and  being  rewlit  be  his  lav 

l  .'.   It  is  ane  tytle  falfie  vfurpit  be  Antichrift,  to  call  himfelfhead  of  the 

Kirk,    and  aucht  not  to  he  attrihnittit  to  angell  nor  to  man,    ofquhal  l 

foeuei  he  be,  faifing  to  Chrill,  the  head  and  onylie  monarche  in  the  Kirk. 
l  v    It  i-  proper  to  kings,  prince-,  and  magiftratia,  to  be  callil  aid 

dominatouris  ower  thaire  (ubiectis,  quhom  they  gov*  rue  ciuillie  ,  bol  it  i- 
propir  to  Chryfl  onlie  to  be  callil  Lord  and  Maifter  in  the  (pirituall  gouer- 
ii.nih  it  of  the  Kirk  :  and  all  vtheris  that  bearis  office  thairin,  auchl  not  to 
vfurp  dominioun  thairin,  nor  he  callil  Lordis,  hot  onlie  minifteris,  difci- 
pulia,  and  feruandis  ;  lor  it  i-  ( 'hriftis  propir  i  f  1 1 «  e  to  command  ami  reull 
his  Kirk  rniuerfale,   and  euerie  particulare   Kirk,   throw  In-  Spirite  and 

Woord,  he  the  ininillre  of  men. 

11.   Nochtwithftanding,   a-  tie   minifteris,   and  vtl  fiaf. 

ta'all  etleat,    ar   fnhieil   to  the    magiftrat    einille,    Ina  ancht    the    perfoun    "I 

the  magiftrat  he  fubiecl  to  the  Kirk  [pirituallie,  ami  in  ecclenailical] 
gouernament. 

15.  And  the  exercife  "!  baith  thefe  jurifdi&ionis  'an  nol  Rand  in  ane 
perfoun  ordinarlie. 

3q 
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16.  The  ciuile  power  is  callit  the  power  of  the  fword  ;  the  vther  is  callit 
the  power  of  the  keyis. 

17.  The  ciuile  power  fliuld  command  the  fpirituall  to  exercife  and  do 
thair  office,  according  to  the  Woord  of  God  :  The  fpirituall  rewlaris 
fhuld  require  the  Chriftiane  magiftrat  to  minifter  iuftice,  and  punefhe  vyee, 
and  to  mantene  the  libertie  and  quietnes  of  the  Kirk  within  thair  boundis. 

18.  The  magiftrat  comrnandit  externall  thingis  for  externall  peax  and 
quietnes  amangis  the  fubiectis  :  The  miniftrie  handlit  externall  thingis 
onlie  for  confcience  caus. 

19»  The  magiftrat  handlit  only  externall  thingis  and  actionis  done  befoir 
men  :  Bott  the  fpirituall  rewlaris  iuge  baith  inward  effeclionis  and  exter- 
nall a<5tionis,  in  refpe6l  of  confcience,  be  the  Woord  of  God. 

20.  The  ciuile  magiftrat  cravis  and  gettis  obedience  be  the  fwoord,  and 
vther  externall  meanis  ;  bot  the  miniftrie  be  the  fpirituall  fwoord,  and 
fpirituall  meanis. 

21.  The  magiftrat  nather  aucht  to  preache,  minifter  the  facramentis,  nor 
execute  the  cenfouris  of  the  Kirk,  nor  git  prefcryue  ony  reull  whow  it 
fhuld  be  done  ;  bot  command  the  minifteris  to  obferue  the  reull  com- 
rnandit in  the  Woord,  and  punefche  the  tranfgreffouris  be  ciuile  meanis. 
The  Minifteris  exerce  not  the  ciuill  iurifdiclioun,  bot  teacheis  the  magif- 
trat whow  it  fliuld  be  exercifit  according  to  the  Worde. 

22.  The  magiftrat  aucht  to  aflift,  mantene,  and  fortefie  the  iurifdictioun 
of  the  Kirk.  The  minifteris  fliuld  affift  thair  princes  in  all  thingis  aggre- 
able  to  the  Woord  ;  prouyding  they  neglect  not  thair  awin  charge,  be 
involwing  thame  felffis  in  ciuile  effearis. 

23.  Finalie,  As  minifteris  ar  fubiecl;  to  the  iugement  and  punifhment  of 
the  magiftratis  in  externall  thingis,  gif  thay  offend  ;  fwa  aucht  the  magif- 
trattis  to  fubmit  thame  felffis  to  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  gif  thai  tranf- 
gres  in  materis  of  confcience  and  religioun. 


Off  the  Partis  of  the  Policie  of  the  Kirk,  and  Perfbnis  or  Office  beraris 
to  quhom  the  adminiflratioun  thairof  is  committit.     Cap.  II. 

1.  As  in  the  ciuile  policie,  the  haill  commoune  wealth  confiftet  in  thame 
that  ar  gouernouris  or  magiftrattis,  and  thame  that  ar  gouernit  or  fub- 
ieclis  j    fa,  in  the  policie  of  the  Kirk,  fum  ar  appoyntit  to  be  rewlaris,  and 
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the  refl  of  the  membris  thairof  to  be  rewlil  and  obey,  according  to  the 
Woord  of  God,  and  infpiratioun  of  his  Spirite,  alwayia  rnder  ane  bead  and 
cheif  gouernour,  Jefus  Chrift. 

•J.  Agane,  The  hail]  policie  of  the  Kirk  confiftit  in  three  cheif  things  : 
lu  doclxene,  in  difcipline,  and  diftributioun.  With  do&rene  ia  annexit 
the  adminiilratioun  of  the  lacraraentis. 

3.  And  according  to  the  partis  of  thi<  diuilioun,  arrvlit  ane  thn  fauld  Ibrl 
of  officiaris  in  the  Kirk;  to  wit,  of  minifleris  or  preacheris  ;  ofelderisor 
gouernouris;  ofdeaconea  or  diflributaris :  And  all  thefe  may  be  callit  be 
ane  generall  worde,  Minifleris  of  the  Kirk. 

I.  For  albeit  the  Kirk  of  God  be  rewlit  and  gmiernit  be  Jefus  Chrift, 
quha  is  the  onlie  King,  lli<'  Preift,  and  Head  thairof;  git  he  vfea  the  mi- 
niltrie  of  men,  as  ane  niaill  aecefiarie  myddis  for  this  purpi 

For  fa  he  hes,  fra  tyme  to  tyme,  befoir  the  Law,  vnder  the  Law, 
and  in  tyme  of  the  Evangel  1,  for  out  greil  conforte,  rafet  vp  men  indewit 
with  the  giftia  of  the  Spirit,  for  the  fpirituall  gouernament  of  hi>  Kirk, 
exerceling  be  thame  bis  awin  power,  throw  his  Spirit  and  Worde,  to  the 
building  of  the  fame. 

And  to  tak  awaj  all  occaiioun  of  tyranny,  he  will  that  they  fould 
reull  with  mutuall  confenl  of  bretherine,  and  equalitie  of  power,  euerie 
ane  according  to  thair  fun&ionis. 

'.   In  the  New  Teftament,   and  tyme  of  the  Evangell,   he  bea  vfil  the 

miniftrie  of  the  Apoftles,  Prophettis,  Euangeliftis,  Paftouris,  and  Do&ouris, 

in  adminiilratioun  of  the  Woord  ;    the   Eldarefchip   for  guid  ordour  and 

adminiilratioun  of  difcipline;    t;  tnefchip  to  haue  the  cure  of  the 

It  ftallieall  guidis. 

Sum  of  thir  ecclefiailicall  functionia  ar  ordinare,  and  fum  i  irtraordi- 
nare  or  temporall. 

■).  Thair  be  thrie  extraordinarie  functionis ;   the  office  of  the  Apoftle,  ol 

the  Euangelift,  and  of  the  Propheit,  <|uhilk  ar  not  perpetual],  |  bot  ferving 

tor  the  tirll  planting  o\'  the  Kirk,]  and  bane  now  ceafiit  in  the   Kirk  of 

I  ;    except  quhen  he  pleafed  extraordinarlie,   for  ane  tyme,  to  Heir  rp 

fum  oi'  thame  agane. 

10.  Thair  is  four  ordinarie  fund)  or  offices  in  the    Kirk     f  God; 

the  office  of  the  Paflure,  Minifter,  or  Bifchop  ;  the  oilier  of  the  Dortour  ; 
the  Prefbiter  or  Lldar ;    and  the  Deac  me. 

II.  Thir  offices  ar  ordinarie,  and  aucht  to  continew  perpetuallie  in  the 
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Kirk,  as  neceffarie  for  the  gouernament  and  policie  of  the  fame  :  and  na 
ma  offices  ancht  to  be  refaueit  or  be  fufferit  in  the  trew  Kirk  of  God,  efta- 
blifhit  according-  to  his  Woord. 

12.  Thairfore,  all  the  ambitious  titleis  invented  in  the  King-dome  of 
Antichrift,  and  in  his  vfurpite  Hierarchie,  quhilk  ar  not  of  ane  of  thais  four 
lbrtis,  tog-idder  with  the  offices  dependand  thairvpoun,  in  ane  woorde, 
audit  to  be  reiected. 


How  the  Perfonis  that  bear  Ecclefiafticall  Funclionis  ar  admittit 
to  thair  offices.     Cap.  III. 

1.  Vocatioun  or  calling  is  commoun  to  all  that  fould  beare  office  within 
the  Kirk,  quhilk  is  ane  lauchfull  way,  be  the  quhilk  qualefeit  perfonis  is 
promoittit  to  ane  fpirituall  office  within  the  Kirk  of  God. 

2.  Without  this  lauchfull  calling,  it  was  neuer  lefum  to  ony  perfoun  to 
middle  with  ony  funclioun  ecclefiafticall. 

S.  Thair  ar  tuo  fortis  of  calling  j  ane  extraordinare,  be  God  immediat- 
lie,  as  wer  the  Prophettis,  and  Apoftolis,  quhilk,  in  Kirkis  eftablifhed, 
and  weill  alreddie  reformit,  lies  no  place. 

4.  The  vther  calling  is  ordinare,  quhilk,  belyde  the  calling  of  God,  and 
inward  teftimony  of  guid  confcience,  lies  the  lauchfull  approbatioun  and 
outward  iugement  of  men,  according  to  Godis  Woord,  and  ordour  eftab- 
lifhed in  his  Kirk. 

5.  Nane  audit  to  prefume  to  enter  in  ony  office  ecclefiafticall,  without 
he  haue  this  guid  teftimonie  of  confcience  befoir  God,  quha  onlie  knawis 
the  hartis  of  men. 

6.  This  ordinarie  and  outward  calling  lies  tua  partis  ;  ele6lioun  and 
ordinatioun. 

7.  Ele6tioun  is  the  cheifing  out  of  ane  perfoun  or  perfonis  maift  able  to 
the  office  that  veakis,  be  the  iugement  of  the  elderfchip,  and  confent  of  the 
congregatioun,  quhom  to  the  perfoun  or  perfonis  beis  appoyntit. 

8.  The  qualeteis  in  generall  requefit  in  all  thame  quha  fould  bear  charge 
in  the  Kirk,  confiftis  in  foundnes  of  religioun,  and  godlines  of  lyfe,  accord- 
ing as  thay  are  iufficientlie  fett  furth  in  the  Woord. 

9.  In  the  ordour  of  eleclioun  it  is  to  be  efchewit,  that  na  perfoun  be 
intrufit  in  ony  of  the  offices  of  the  Kirk,   contrarie  the  will  of  the  congre- 
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gatioun  to  quhom  thay  ar  appointtit,   or  without   the   voce  of  the  elder- 
fchip. 

10.  Nane  audit  to  be  intrufit,  or  enterit  in  the  place  alreddie  plantit, 
or  in  <>n\  rowme  that  veakis  not  for  ony  warldlie  relpect :  And  thai 
quhilk  is  callit  the  benefice,  aucht  to  l><1  no  thing  els  bot  the  (lipend  of  the 
minuter  that  is  lauchfullie  callit  and  electit. 

11.  Ordinatioun  is  the  (eparatioun  and  fan&ifeing  of  the  perfoun  ap« 
pointit  of  God  and  hi->  Kirk,  eftir  be  be  weill  tryit  and  fund  qualefeit. 

12.  The  ceremonies  of  ordinatioun  ar  fading*,  ernefl  prayer,  and  impofi- 
tioun  ofhandis  of  the  elderfchip. 

l  >.  All  thir,  as  thaj  mull  be  rafit  vp  1"'  God,  and  be  him  maid  able  for 
tin*  wark  quhairto  thay  ar  callit  ;  fa  audit  thay  to  knaw  thair  menage  to  be 
Iimit.it  within  Goddis  Word,  without  the  boundis  of  tin-  quhilk  thay  aucht 
not  to  pas. 

1  l.  All  thir  fould  tak  thais  t i 1 1  < ■  i -  and  names  onlie,  (lefl  thay  be  exalt  td 
and  pun"  \]>  in  thame  felifis,)  quhilk  the  Scriptouris  gevis  thame,  as  thais 
quhilk  import  laubour,    trauell,   and    work,  and   ar   names  of  i  and 

feruice  ;  and  not  of  ydilnes,  dignitie,  nor  warldie  honour,  or  preheminence, 
quhilk  be  Chryfl  oure  Maifter  i-  exprefelie  reprouit  and  forbiddin. 

15.  All  thais  office  beraris  fould  haue  thair  awin  particulare  tlokki-, 
amangis  quhom  thay  exerce  thair  char 

Hi.  All  fould  mak  refidence  with  thame,  and  tak  the  infpectioun  and 
owrficht  of  thame,  euerie  ane  in  his  vocatioun. 

1".   And   generallie,  thir  twa  thingis  audit  thay  all  to  refpe6t;    the 
glorie  of  God,  and  edefeing  of  his  Kirk,  in  difchargeing  thair  deweteis 
thair  calling 


Of  the  Office  beraris  in  particular)    and  firft,   of  the  Paftouris 
Minifleris.     Cap.   IV. 

l.   l'allun-.  or   Bilchopis,  or   Minifleris,  are  thay  quha  ar  appoyntil 
particular  congregationis  and  kirkis,  quhilk  the]  null   l><-  the   Woord 
God,  and  owr  the  quhilk  thay  watche:     In  refpecl  quhairof,   they  ar  fum 
tymes  callit  pafluris,   becaus  thaj  feid  thair  congregatioun ;    fum  tymes 
epifcopi,   or  bifchoppis,   becaus  thay  watche  aboue  thair  flok  ;    fum  tymes 
minifleris,  be  reafoun  of  thair  feruice  and  office  ;    and  fum  tyme  prefb 
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and  feniouris,  from  the  grauitie  in  maneris,  quhilk  thay  aucht  to  haue  in 
taking  cair  of  the  fpirituall  gouernainent,  quhilk  aucht  to  be  moft  dear 
vnto  tharae. 

2.  Thay  that  ar  callit  to  the  miniftrie,  or  that  offer  thame  ielffis  thairvnto, 
aucht  not  to  be  ele6lit,  without  ane  certane  flok  be  aflignit  vnto  thame. 

3.  Na  man  aucht  to  ingeir  him  felffe,  or  vfurpe  the  office,  without 
lauchfull  calling. 

4.  They  quha  ar  anes  callit  be  God,  and  dewlie  elected  be  man,  eftir 
that  they  haue  anes  accepted  the  charge  of  the  miniftrie,  may  not  leave 
thair  fun6lionis. 

5.  The  defertouris  fould  be  admonefhed  ;  and,  in  caife  of  obftinacie, 
finalie  excommunicat. 

6.  Na  paftour  may  leaue  his  flok  without  licence  of  the  Prouinciall  or 
Nationall  Affemblie  ;  quhilk  gif  he  do,  efter  admonitioun  not  obeyit,  lett 
the  cenfuris  of  the  Kirk  ftrik  vpoun  him. 

7.  Vnto  the  Pafture  apperteinis  teacheing  of  the  Word  of  God,  in  feal'oun 
and  out  off  feafoun,  publiclie  and  priuatlie  ;  alwayis  traveling  to  edefie, 
and  difcharge  his  confcience,  as  Goddis  Worde  prefcryuis  vnto  him. 

8.  Vnto  the  Pafture  onlie  appertenis  the  adminiftratioun  of  the  facra- 
mentis,  in  lyk  maner  as  the  miniftratioun  of  the  Woord  ;  for  baith  ar  ap- 
poyntit  be  God  as  meanes  to  teach  ws  ;  the  ane  be  the  eare,  the  vther  be 
the  eeis  and  vther  fenfis,  that  be  baith  knawledge  may  be  tranfferrit  to 
the  mynd. 

9.  It  appertenis,  be  the  fame  reafoun,  to  the  Paftoure  to  pray  for  the 
peple,  and,  namlie,  for  the  flok  committit  to  his  charge  ;  and  to  bleifs  thame 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  quha  will  not  fuffer  the  bliffingis  of  his  faythfull 
feruand  to  be  fruftrat. 

10.  He  aucht  alfo  to  watche  aboue  the  maneris  of  his  flok,  that  the  bet- 
ter he  may  apply  the  doctrine  to  thame,  in  reprehending  the  diffolute  per- 
fonis,  and  exhorting  the  godlie  to  continew  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

11.  It  appertenis  to  the  Minifter,  eftir  lauchfull  proceding  be  the  Elder- 
fchip,  to  pronunce  the  i'entence  of  binding  and  lowling  vpoun  ony  perfoun, 
according  to  the  power  of  the  keyis  grantit  vnto  the  Kirk. 

12.  It  belangis  to  him  alfua,  eftir  lauchfull  proceiding  in  the  mater  be 
the  Elderfchip,  to  folemnizat  the  contract  of  mariage  betuix  thame  that  ar 
jonit  thairin ;  and  to  pronunce  the  blifling  of  the  Lord  vpoun  thame  that 
enter  in  the  holie  band  in  the  fear  of  God. 
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.  And  generalie,  all  publict  denunciations  thai  ar  to  be  maid  in  tin- 
Kirk,  befoir  the  congregatioun,  concerning  ecclefiafticall  effearis,  belang 
\  nit)  the  office  of  the  Minifter  ;  for  be  i^  as  meffinger  and  herauld  betwene 
God  and  the  peple,  in  all  theis  effearia. 


Off  Doctouris  and  thair  office  ;   and  of  Scoles.     Cap.   V. 

1.  Ane  <d'  the  tua  ordinal-  and  perpetuall  fun&ionis  that  trauell  in  the 
Woorde,  is  the  office  of  tin-  Do&our,  quha  may  alio  be  callif  Prophet, 
Bifchop,  Eldar,  Cathechiiare,  that  i-,  teacher  of  tin-  Cathechifme,  and 
Rudimentis  of  religioun. 

2.  Hi>  office  i-  to  oppin  vp  the  mynd  of  the  Spirite  of  God  within  the 
Scriptouris,  dmplie,  without  lie  applications  as  the  Minifter  vfis,  to  the 
end  that  the  faythfull  be  inftrudted,  found  doctrene  he  teachet ;  and  the 
puretie  of  the  Gofpell  not  corrupted  throch  ignorance  and  euell  opinionis. 

II.-  i-  different  frome  the  Pafture,  not  onlie  in  name,  hott  in  duerlltie 
ofgiftis  ;  lor  to  the  Do&our  i-  gevin  the  woorde  of  knawledge,  to  oppin 
vp,  he  Gmple  teacheing,  the  myfi  sris  of  the  fayth  :  To  tin-  Paftoure  the 
gift  of  wifdonie,  to  applj  the  fame  be  exhortationn  to  the  maneris  of  the 
flok,  a-  occafioun  crauit. 

I.  Vnder  tin-  name  and  office  of  am   Dortour,   we  comprehend  alio  the 
ordour  of  Scoles,  in  Colleges  and  Vniuerfeteis,  <juhilk  hesbene  frome  tyme 
to  tyme  cairfullie  mantened,  alfweill  amangis  the  Jewes  and  Chriftiani 
amang  prophane  nationis. 

:>.  The  Doctour  being  ane  Elder,  a-  laid  is  fould  aflifl  the  Paftoure  in 
the  gouernamenl  of  the  Kirk,  and  concurre  with  the  vther  Elderis,  his 
bretherene,  in  all  affemblies  ;  be  reafoun  the  interpretatioun  of  the  Worde, 

(quhilk  is  onlie  Judge  in  eech-liallieall  matei  ommitted  to  hi-  «  h 

6.   Bo1  to  preache  vnto  the  peple,   to  minifter  the  (acramentis,   and  to 
celebral  manages,   pertenis  nol  rato  the  Doctour,   onles  he   be  rtherwife 
ordourlie  callit :    howbeit,    tin-    Paftoure   maj  teache  in    the  t        -,   .. 
quha  hes  alio  tin-  gift  ofknavi  (tentymes  meit  thairfoir,  a-  tl, 

plis  of  Polycarpufl  and  vther  do  t    ft  I.   . 
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Off  the  Eldaris  and  thair  office.     Cap.  VI. 

1.  The  woorde  Elder,  in  the  Scriptouris,  fumtyme  is  the  name  of  aige, 
fumtyme  of  office. 

2.  Quhen  it  is  the  name  of  ane  office,  fumtyme  it  is  takin  learglie,  com- 
prehending alfweill  the  Paftouris  and  Doctouris,  as  thame  quha  ar  cora- 
monlie  callit  Seniouris  and  Eldaris. 

3.  In  this  our  diuilioun,  we  call  thais  Eldaris,  quhom  the  Apoftles  callis 
Prefidentis  or  Gouernouris. 

4.  Thair  office,  as  it  is  ordinarey,  fua  it  is  perpetuall,  and  alwayis  necef- 
fare  in  the  Kirk  of  God. 

5.  The  Eldarfchip  is  ane  functioun  fpirituall,  as  is  the  Miniftre. 

6.  Elderis  aenis  lauchfullie  callit  to  the  office,  and  haueing  giftis  of  God 
meit  to  exercife  the  fame,  may  not  leif  it  agane. 

7.  Albeit  fie  ane  nomber  of  Eldaris  may  be  chofin  in  certane  congrega- 
tions, that  ane  part  of  thame  may  releif  ane  vther  for  ane  reffonable  fpace, 
as  wes  amangis  the  Leveittis  vnder  the  Law,  in  feruing  of  the  Temple. 

8.  The  nowmber  of  Elderis  in  euerie  congregatioun  cannot  weill  be 
limitat,  bot  fould  be  according  to  the  boundis  and  neceffitie  of  the  peple. 

9.  It  is  not  neceffar  that  all  Elderis  be  alfo  teachearis  of  the  Woord, 
albeit  cheiflie  thay  audit  to  be  lie  ;   and  fua  ar  worthie  of  double  honour. 

10.  Quhat  maner  of  perfones  thay  aucht  to  be,  we  refer  to  the  expres 
Word,  and  namely,  the  Canones  writtin  be  the  Apoftles. 

11.  Thair  office  is,  alfweill  feueralie  as  coniunctlie,  to  watche  diligentlie 
vpoun  the  fiok  committet  vnto  thair  charge,  baith  publicllie  and  priuatlie, 
that  no  corruptioun  of  religioun  or  maneris  enter  thairin. 

12.  As  the  Paftouris  and  Doctouris  fould  be  diligent  in  teacheing  and 
fawing  the  feed  of  the  Worde ;  fo  the  Eldaris  fould  be  cairfull  in  feiking 
the  frucl  of  the  fame  in  the  peple. 

13.  It  appertenis  to  thame  to  allift  the  Paftours  in  examinatioun  of 
thame  that  cum  to  the  Lordis  table,  and  in  vifeting  the  feik. 

14.  They  fould  be  cairfull  to  caus  the  Actis  off  the  Affembleis,  alfweill 
particulare  as  prouinciall  or  generall,  to  be  put  to  executioun. 

15.  They  fould  be  diligent  in  admonifheing  of  all  men  of  thair  dewetie, 
according  to  the  reull  of  the  Euangell. 
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lt>.  Thingis  that  thai  i -an  n< »t  correct  be  priuie  admonitioun,  tbej  fould 
bring  to  the  aflemble  of  the  Elderfchip. 

1,.  Thair  principal!  office  is  to  hauld  aflembleis  with  the  Paftouria  and 
Doctouris,  (quha  ar  alfo  of  thair  nowmer,)  for  eftableihing  of  guid  ordour, 
and  executioun  of  difcipline  :  Vnto  the  quhilk  aflembleis  all  perfonis  ar 
fubiect,  that  remane  within  thair  houndis. 


Oil  Eldarfchippis,  and  Aflembleis,  and  of  Difcipline.     Cap.  VII. 

1.  Eldarfchippis  or  Aflembleis  ar  conllitute  commounlic  of  Paftouria, 
Doctouris,  and  lit-  as  commounlie  we  call  Eldaris,  that  laubour  not  in  the 
Woorde  and  Doctrene,  ofquhom,  and  ofquhais  (euerall  power,   hea  bene 

Ijtokin. 

2.  Aflembleis  ar  of  four  fortis  :  for  atber  ar  they  of  particular  kirkU  and 
congregationis,  ane  or  ma  ;  ather  ofane  province  ;  ather  ofane  hail!  na- 
tioun  ;  or  of  all  and  diuers  nationis  profefling  ane  Jefus  Chryft. 

).  All  the  Ecclefiafticall  Aflembleis  haue  power  to  conuene  lauchfullie 
togidder,  for  treatting  of  thingis  concerning  the  Kirk,  and  pertening  t-> 
thair  chargis. 

1.  They  haue  power  to  apoint  tymes  and  places  to  that  effecl  ;  and  ane 
Affemblie  to  apoint  the  dyet,  tyme,  and  place  for  ane  vther. 

5.  In  all  Aflembleis  ane  Moderatour  fould  be  chofin,  be  commoun  con- 
fent  of  the  hail!  bretherine  convenit,  quha  Lbuld  propone  materia,  gather 
the  roittis,  and  cans  guid  ordonr  be  kepit  in  the  Aflembleis. 

G.  Diligence  fould  be  tane  cheiflie  be  the  .Moderatour,  that  onlie  eccle- 
fiailicall  thingis  be  handlit  in  the  Aflembleis  ;  and  no  melling  with  onj 
thingis  pertening  to  the  Ciuile  Jurifdictioun. 

7.  Euerie  Afiemblie  hes  power  to  tend  forth  frome  thair  awin  nowmer, 
.inc  or  ma  vilitouris,   to  Ge  quhow  all  thingis  be   rewlil    in  the  boundis  ol 

thair  jurildict  ioun. 

B.   Vifitatioun  of  ma  Kirkis  is  na  ordinare  office  eccleuafticall  in  the  per- 

Ibun  <>f  ane  man  ;     nathcr  may  the  name    of   am-    Bifchope  be  attrihuttit  to 

the  nfitour  onlie  ;    nather  1-  it  neceflar  to  abyd  alwyfe  in  ane  mam-  per- 
foun  :    bot  it  is  the  pan  of  the  Elderfchip  to  fend  <»nt  qualefiil  perfon 
vifeit,  pro  re  nata. 
9.    The  final!  end  of  all  Aflembleis  1-,   firft,   to  keip  the  religioun  and 

3  R 
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do6trene  in  puretie,  without  errour  and  corruptioun  ;    nixt,   to  keip  cum- 
lines  and  guid  ordour  in  the  Kirk. 

10.  For  the  ordouris  caus,  thay  may  mak  certane  rewlis  and  conftitu- 
tionis  appertening  to  the  guid  behauiour  of  all  the  membris  of  the  Kirk, 
in  thair  vocatioun. 

11.  They  haue  power  alfo  to  abrogat  and  aboleiflie  all  Itatutis  and  ordi- 
nances concerning  ecclefiafticall  raateris,  that  ar  fund  noyfum  or  improfit- 
able,  or  aggrie  not  with  the  tyme,  or  [ar]  abufet  be  the  peple. 

12.  They  haue  power  to  execut  ecclefiallicall  difcipline  and  punifhement 
vpoun  all  tranfgreffoui'is,  and  proud  contempnaris  of  guid  ordour  and  poli- 
cie  of  the  Kirk  :    and  fua  the  haill  difcipline  is  in  thair  handis. 

13.  The  firft  kynd  and  forte  of  Affembleis,  althocht  thay  be  within  parti- 
cular congregationis,  git  thay  exerce  the  power,  au6loritie,  and  jurifdic- 
tioun  of  the  Kirk  with  mutuall  confent,  and  thairfore  bearis  fumtyme  the 
name  of  the  Kirk. 

14.  Quhen  we  fpeik  of  Elderis  of  particulare  congregationis,  we  meane 
not  that  euerie  particulare  parroche  kirk  can,  or  may  haue  thair  awin  par- 
ticulare elderfchip,  eflpeciall  to  landwart ;  bot  we  think  three  or  four,  ma 
or  fewar,  particulare  kirkis  may  haue  ane  commoun  elderfchip  to  thame 
all,  to  judge  thair  ecclefiafticall  caufes. 

15.  Albeit  it  is  meit  that  fum  of  the  Elderis  be  chofin  out  of  euerie  par- 
ticulare congregatioun,  to  concure  with  the  reft  of  thair  bretherene  in  the 
commoun  Aflemble,  and  to  tak  vp  the  dilationis  of  offences  within  thair 
awin  kirkis,  and  bring  thame  to  the  Ailemblie. 

16.  This  we  gadder  of  the  prac~life  of  the  primitiue  Kirk,  quher  Elderis, 
or  Collegis  of  Seniouris,  wer  conftitute  in  citeis  and  famous  places. 

17-  The  power  of  thir  particulare  Elderfchippis  is  to  gif  diligent  lau- 
bour  in  the  boundis  committed  to  thair  charge,  that  the  Kirkis  be  keipit 
in  guid  ordour  j  to  inquire  diligentlie  of  nauchtie  and  vnrewlie  perfonis, 
and  travell  to  bring  thame  in  the  way  agane,  ather  be  admonitioun,  or  the 
threttining  of  Goddis  jugementis,  or  be  corre6tioun. 

18.  It  pertenis  to  the  Elderlchip  to  tak  heid,  that  the  Worde  of  God 
be  purelie  preachet  within  thair  boundis,  the  facramentis  richtlie  miniftrat, 
the  difcipline  [richtlie]  mentened,  and  the  ecclefiafticall  guidis  vncorruptlie 
distribute. 

19.  It  belangis  to  this  kynd  of  AfTembleis,  to  caus  the  ordinances  made 
be  the  Affembleis,  Prouincialis,  Nationalis  and  Generalis,  to  be  keipit  and 
put  in  executioun. 
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20.  To  niak  conilitutionis  quhilk  conc<  rne  ro  -*<„'-,,!  in  the  Kirk,  for  the 
decent  ordour  of  thaia  particulars  kirks  quher  thay  gouerne,  (prouyding 
thav  alter  na  reullis  maid  be  the  General)  and  Prouinciall  Afiembleis,  and 
thai  thav  mak  the  Prouinciall  AiTembleis  foirfene  of  the  reulia  that  thaj 
(all  mak,)  and  to  aboleiihe  thame  tending  ti>  the  hurt  of"  the  lame. 

21.  It  he-  power  to  excommunicat  the  obftinat. 

28.  The  power  of  ele&ioun  of  thame  quha  bearis  ecclefiailicall  chargis, 
pertenis  to  this  kynd  of  Affemblie,  within  thair  awin  boundis,  being  weill 
crt'itit,  and  confiitute  ofmony  Paftouria  and  Elderis  offufficient  babilitie. 

23.  Be  Elderfchip  is  menil  Qc  as  ar  confiitute  of  Paftouris,    Do6tou 
and  lie  as  now  ar  callit  Eldaris. 

24.  Be  the  like  reafoun,  thair  depofitioun  alfo  pertenis  to  this  kynd  ol 
AfTemblies,  aa  of  thame  that  teache  erronews  and  corrupt  doctr<  ne  ;  that 
be  of  fklanderous  life,  and  efter  admonitioun,  deliil  not  ;  that  be  gevin  to 
fcifme,  or  rebellioun  contrare  the  Kirke,  manyfefi  blaiphemy,  tymonie, 
and  all  corruptioun  of  brybis,  falfett,  periurie,  buirdome,  tlnl't,  drunkinnes, 
fechtein,  worthie  of  puniihemenl  be  the  law  ;  vfurie,  danQng,  [and  {\c 
defolutioun,  crymesthal  import  ciuile]  infamie,  and  all  rtheris  that  deferue 
leparatioun  frome  the  Kirk. 

25.  Thefe  alio  quha  ar  fund  altogidder  infufficienl  to  execute  thair 
charges,  fould  he  depolit  ;  quherof  vther  Kirkis  wald  he  aduertefed,  that 
thav  reilaue  not  the  perfonia  depolit. 

26.  Albeit  they  audit  not  to  he  depofed,  quha,  throch  age,  feiknes,  <>i 
vther  accidentia,  become  ruined   to  do  thair  office:     [n  the  quhilk  i 
thair  honour  fould  reinane  vnto  thame,   thair  kirkis  fould  intertene  thame, 
and  rtheris  aucht  to  he  prouydet  to  do  thair  office. 

27«  Provincial!  AiTembleis  we  tall  lauchfull  conventionis  of  the  Paf- 
touris, Do&ouris,  and  Elderis  of  the  prouince,  gadderii  for  the  commoun 
effearia  of  the  kirkis  therof;    quhilk  alio  may  he  callit  the  Conference  ■•( 

kirkis  and  hretherine. 

J.  Tmr  Aflembleis  ar  infhtute  for  wechtie  materis,   neceflar  to  he  in- 

traitlit  he  niutuall  conleiit  and  alhllanee    of   the  hretlnrine  within  the  pr<>- 

uinces,  as  neid  requiris. 

■jo.  This  Affemblie  he-  power  to  handle,  ordour,  and  redres  all  thingis 
omittit  or  done  amys  in  the  particulare  aflemblies. 

;j<>.  It  had  power  to  depofe  the  office  beraris  ofth.it  prouince,  for  guid 
and  iufl.  can?  deferuing  depriuatioun. 
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31.  And  generalie,  thir  Affemblies  haue  the  haill  power  of  the  particu- 
lare  elderfchippis  quhairof  thay  are  collected. 

32.  The  Nationall  Affemblie,  (quhilk  is  Generall  to  ws,)  is  ane  lauch- 
full  Conuentioun  of  the  Kirkis  of  the  haill  realme  or  natioun,  quher  it  is 
vlit  and  gadderit,  for  the  commoun  effearis  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  may  be  callit 
the  Generall  Elderfchip  of  the  haill  Kirk  within  the  realme. 

33.  Nane  ar  fubie6t  to  repair  to  this  Affemblie  to  voitt,  bot  ecclefiafticall 
perfonis,  to  fie  ane  nowmer  as  falbe  thocht  guid  be  the  lame  Affemblie  ; 
not  excluding  vther  perfonis  that  will  repair  to  the  laid  Affemblie,  to  pro- 
pone, heir,  and  reafoun. 

34.  This  Affemblie  is  inflitute,  that  all  thingis  ather  omitted,  or  done 
amys  in  the  Prouinciall  Affemblies,  may  be  redrell  and  handlit  j  and  thingis 
generalie  feruing  for  the  weill  of  the  haill  bodie  of  the  Kirk  in  the  realme, 
may  be  foirfene,  intreated,  and  fett  furth  to  Goddis  glorie. 

35.  It  fould  tak  cair,  that  kirkis  be  planted  in  places  quhair  thay  are 
nocht  planted. 

36.  It  fould  prefcryue  the  reull,  quhow  the  vther  tua  kynd  of  Affemblies 
fould  proceid  in  all  thingis. 

37.  This  Affemblie  fould  tak  heid,  that  the  Spirituall  iurifdi6tioun  and 
Ciuile  be  not  confoundit,  to  the  hurt  of  the  Kirk. 

38.  That  the  Patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  be  nocht  diminifhed  nor  abufed. 

39.  And  generallie,  concerning  all  veychtie  effearis  that  concerne  the 
weill  and  guid  ordour  of  the  haill  Kirk  of  the  realme,  it  audit  to  interpone 
aucioritie  thairto. 

40.  Thair  is  belidis  this,  ane  vther  mair  generall  kynd  of  Affemblie, 
quhilk  is  of  all  nationis,  or  of  all  eftaittis  of  perfonis  within  the  Kirk,  re- 
prefenting  the  Vniuerfall  Kirk  of  Chryft,  quhilk  may  be  callit  propirlie 
the  Generall  Affemblie,  or  Generall  Counfale  of  the  haill  Kirk  of  God. 

41.  Thais  Affembleis  wer  appoyntit  and  callit  togidder  fpeciallie,  quhen 
ony  greit  fifme  or  controuerfie  in  do6trene  did  aryis  in  the  Kirk  ;  and 
wer  conuocat  at  command  of  the  godlie  Emperouris  being  for  the  tyme, 
for  the  auoding  of  lilineis  within  the  Vniuerfale  Kirk  [of  God  ;]  of 
quhilkis,  becaus  thay  perteine  not  to  the  particulare  eftait  of  ane  realme, 
we  feis  forder  to  fpeik. 
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( )f  tlio  Deaconis  and   thair  Office,   the  lafl  ordinare  Fun&ioun  in 
the  Kirk.     Cap.  VIII. 

1.  The  word  Akucovos  fumtymcs  i>  lear^-elie  takin,  comprehending  all 
thame  that  hear  office  in  the  minifterie  ami  fpirituall  functioun  of  tin- 
Kirk. 

2.  Rut  now,  as  we  [peik,  it  is  tane  onlie  tor  thame,  to  quhom  the  collec- 
tioun  and  ditlrihutioun  of  the  alliums  of  the  faithfull,  and  ecclefiafticall 
iruidis  doia  apperteine. 

3.  The  office  of  the  Deacone  la  takin,  is  ane  ordinare  and  perpetual! 
ecclefiafticall  fun&ioun  in  (he  Kirk  ofChryft. 

I.  Off  quhat  propirteis  and  dewteis  he  aucht  to  be,  that  is  callil  to  this 
functioun,  we  remitt  to  the  nianifell  Scriptouris. 

5.  The  Deacone  aucht  to  he  callit  and  electit,  as  the  red  ol  the  fpirituall 
officiaris  -,  of  the  quhilk  ele&ioun  wee  (pokin  befoir. 

(3.  Thair  office  and  power  i>  to  refiaue  and  diftribute  the  haill  ecclefiafti- 
call euidis  vnto  thame  to  quhom  thay  ar  appovntit. 

'.  This  they  aucht  to  do  according  to  the  judgemenl  and  appoyntment 

of  the  Preibvteries  or  Blderfchippis,   (of  the  quhilk  the  Deacones  are  not, 
that  the  Patrimony  of  the  Kirk  and  pure,  he  not  conuerted  in  preuatt  men- 
uis  vfe,  nor  wramjouilie  dillrihuittit. 


Of  the  Patrimonie  of  the  Kirk,  and  Diftributioun  thairof.     Cap.  I\ 


1.  15e  the  Patrimonie  of  the  Kirk,  we  meiie  quhatfumeuer  thing  had 
bene  at  on]  tyme  befoir,  or  (albe  in  tyme  cuming  gevin,  or  be  conient  and 
vniuerfale  cuftume  of  cuntreis  profefling  the  Chriftiane  religioun,  applyil 
to  the  public!  vfe  and  vtilitie  of  the  Kirk. 

2.  Sua  thai  vmler  this  patrimonie  we  comprehend,  tirll,  all  thingis 
gevin,  or  to  be  gerin  to  the  Kirk  and  tenure  of  God,  a-  land  is,  biggingis, 
pofieffionis,  annual  rentis,  and  all  Gclike,  quhairwitfa  the  Kirk  is  doittit, 
ather  be  donationis,  fundationis,  mortificationis,  or  onj  vther  lauchfull 
title,  ofkingis,  princes,  or  on]  perfonis  inferiour  to  thame,  togidder  with 
the  continual]  oblationis  of  the  faithfull. 

I.  We  comprehend  alio  all  fie  thingis,  as  be  lawis  ami  cuftume,  and 
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of  cuntries,  hes  bene  applyit  to  the  vfe  and  vtilitie  of  the  Kirk  ;  of  quhilk 
fort  are  the  teyndis,  manfes,  glebis,  and  ficlike,  quhilk,  be  commoun  or 
municipal]  lawis  and  vniuerfall  cuftume,  ar  poffeired  be  the  Kirk. 

4.  To  tak  onie  of  this  Patrimonie  be  onlauchfull  meanis,  and  conuert  it 
to  the  particulare  and  prophane  vie  of  ony  perfoun,  we  hauld  it  ane  de- 
teftable  facralege  befoir  God. 

5.  The  guidis  ecclefiaflicall  aucht  to  be  collectit  and  diftributit  be  the 
Deacones,  as  the  Woord  of  God  appointis,  that  thay  quha  be.ris  office  in 
the  Kirk  be  prouydit  for,  without  cair  and  folicitude. 

6.  In  the  Apoflolicall  Kirk,  the  Deacones  wer  appontit  to  colle6t  and 
diftribut  qubatfumeuer  thingis  wer  colleetit  of  the  faithfull  to  be  diftribute 
vnto  the  neceffetie  of  the  fanctis,  fa  that  nane  inlaikit  amangis  the  faithfull. 

7«  Theafe  colle6lionis  war  not  onlie  of  that  quhilk  wes  colle6lit  in  maner 
of  almous,  (as  fum  fupponis,)  bot  of  vther  guidis  mouable  and  vnmouable, 
of  landis  and  pofTeffionis,  the  pryce  quhairof  wes  brocht  to  the  feit  of  the 
Apoftlis. 

8.  This  office  continuit  in  the  Deaconis  handis,  quha  intromettit  with 
the  haill  guidis  of  the  Kirk,  ay  quhill  the  eflaite  thairof  wes  corruptit  be 
Antichryit,  as  the  ancient  Canones  beiris  witnes. 

9.  The  fame  Canones  mak  mentioun  of  ane  fourfauld  diftributioun  of 
the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk,  quhairof  ane  part  wes  applyit  to  the  paftouris 
or  bifchoppis  for  thair  fuftentatioun  and  hofpitalitie  ;  ane  vther  to  the 
eldaris  and  deaconis,  and  all  the  clergie  j  the  thrid  to  the  pure,  feik  per- 
fonis,  and  ftrangeris  ;  the  ferd  to  the  vphauld  and  vther  eifearis  of  the  Kirk, 
efpeciall  extraordinare  :  We  adde  heirto  the  fcoles  and  fcolemafleris  alfo, 
quhilk  aucht  and  may  be  weill  fuftenit  of  the  fame  guidis,  and  ar  compre- 
hendit  vndir  the  cleargie ;  to  quhom  we  jone  alfo  Clerkis  of  Affemblies, 
alfweill  particulare  as  generall,  Syndikis  or  Procuratouris  of  Kirkis  effearis, 
Takaris  vp  of  the  pfalmes,  with  ficlike  vther  ordinare  offices  of  the  Kirk, 
fa  far  as  they  ar  neceflar. 


Of  the  Office  of  ane  Chriftiane  Magiftrat  in  the  Kirk.     Cap.  X. 

1.   Althocht  all  the  memberis  of  the  Kirk  be  hauldin,  euerie  ane  of  thair 
vocatioun,  and  according  thairto,  to  aduance  the  Kingdome  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
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i.i  far  as  lyia  in  thair  power;    jit  chefflie  and  oamelie,  Chriftiane  prin 
kingia,  and  vtheris  magiflratis,  ar  hauldin  to  d<i  the  lame. 

2.  For  thai  ar  callit  in  the  Scriptouris,  Nureffaria  of  the  Kirk,  foria- 
mekle  as  be  thame  it  is,  or  at  leafl  auchl  to  I >« *  mantened,  fofterit,  vp- 
bauldin,  and  defendit  agania  all  that  wald  procure  the  hurte  thairof. 

S.  So  it  pertenil  to  the  office  of  ane  Chriftiane  magiftrat  to  afiilt  and 
fortefie  tin*  godlie  proceding  of  the  Kirk  in  all  behalns;    and,   oamelii 
Be  that  the  public!  eftait  and  miniftrie  thairof  be  mantenit  and  fuftenit 
apertenia,  according  to  Goddis  Worde. 

l.  To  lie  thai  the  Kirk  be  not  invaidit  nor  hint  be  fala  tea<  beris  nr  byr- 
lingis,  nor  the  rowmea  thairof  occupiit  be  dam  doggie  or  iddill  bellies. 

5.  To  adill  and  niantone  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  and  punifhe  thame 
ciuilie  that  will  not  obey  the  cenfure  of  tin*  lame,  without  confunding 
alwyia  of  the  ane  jurifdictioun  with  the  rther. 

G.  To  fee  that  fufficient  pronifioun  be  maid  for  the  miniftrie,  (coles,  and 
the  pure  ;  and  gif  thay  haue  nocht  (ufficient  to  await  vpoun  thair  chai 
to  fupplie  thair  indigence,  evin  with  thair  awin  rentis,  'jit'  neid  requiria  i 
To  hauld  hand  to  thame  alrweill  concerning  thair  awin  peribnis,  (kiting 
thame  from  iniurie  and  oppin  violence,  as  concerning  thair  rentie  and  pof- 
ti'llioiii-.  that  thay  be  not  defraudft,  revit,  nor  fpoilget  thairof. 

7.  No  to  fufifer  the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk  to  be  applyit  to  prophane  and 
vnlauchfull  yfes,  or  to  be  devoirit  be  idle  bellies,  and  lie  ae  haue  aa  lauch- 
t'nll  functioun  in  the  Kirk,  to  the  hurt  of  the  miniftrie,  the  {coles,  the  pure, 
and  vther  godlie  \  li-s,  quhairvpoun  the  lame  aucht  to  be  bellowed. 

8.  To  mak  lawk  and  conftitutionia  aggreable  to  Goddia  Woorde, 
the  aduancement  o£  the  Kirk,  and  polecie  thairof,  without  rfurping  onj 
thing  that  pertenia  not  to  the  ciuile  fworde,  bot  belangia  to  the  offices  that 
are  mere  ecclefiafticall  ;  .1-  ia  the  miniftrie  of  the  Woorde  and  Sacrament 
vfing  of  ecclefiafticall  difcipline  and  the  fpirituall  executioun  thairof,  or  ony 
parte  of  the  power  oi  the  fpirituall  keyia,  quhilk  our  Maifter  gail  to  his 
Apoftlis  and  thair  trew  fucceuouris. 

9.  And  althocht  kingia  and  princes  that  be  godlie,  fumtymia  be  thair 
awin  audtoritie,  (quhen  the  Kirk  ia  corrupt,  and  .ill  thingisout  ofordour, 
place  minifleria,  and  reftoir  the  trew  (eruice  of  tin-  Lord,  aftir  the  exemple 
of  luin  godlie  kingia  in  Judea,  [the  quhilk  they  did  be  direction  of  Pro- 
phets,] and  diuera  godlie  Emperouria  and  Kingia  alio,  in  the  licbt  <»t  the 
New  Teftamenl  ;    -it  quhair  tin-  miniftrie  of  the    Kirk  i-  anea  lauchfullie 
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inftitute,  and  thay  that  ar  placed  do  thair  office  faithfullie,  all  godlie  princes 
and  magiftrattis  aucht  to  heir  and  obey  thair  voce,  and  reuerence  the 
Maieftie  of  the  Sone  of  God  fpeiking-  be  thame. 


Off  the  prefent  Abufes  remaning-  in  the  Kirk,  quhilk  we  defire  to 
be  reformit.     Cap.  XL 

1.  As  it  is  the  deutie  of  the  godlie  magiflrat  to  mantene  the  prefent 
libertie,  quhilk  God,  of  his  mercie,  lies  grantit  to  the  preaching  of  his 
Worde,  and  the  trew  miniftratioun  of  the  Sacramentis  within  this  realme  ; 
fa  it  is  to  provyid,  that  all  abufes  as  git  remane  in  the  Kirk,  fould  be  re- 
in ovit  and  vtterlie  takin  away. 

2.  Thairfore,  firft,  the  admiffioun  of  men  to  papifticall  titles  of  benefices, 
lie  as  feruis  not,  nor  hes  na  funclioun  in  the  reformit  Kirk  of  Chryft,  as 
Abbattis,  Comendatouris,  Priouris,  Prioreffis,  and  vther  titleis  of  Abbayis, 
quhais  places  are  now,  for  the  maifl  parte,  be  the  iuft  iudgement  of  God, 
demolifhed  and  purgit  of  idolatrie,  is  plane  abufioun,  and  is  not  to  reffaue 
the  Kingdome  of  Chryfl  amongis  ws,  bot  rather  to  refute  it. 

3.  Off  the  lyke  nature  ar  the  Deannes,  Archedeanes,  Chanteris,  Sub- 
chanteris,  Thefauraris,  Chancellaris,  and  vtheris  haueing  the  lyke  titleis 
flowit  from  the  Paip  and  Canoun  Law  onlie,  quha  haue  na  place  in  the 
reformit  Kirk. 

4.  Sicklike,  thay  that  wer  callet  of  auld  the  Chapteris  and  Conventis  of 
Abbayis,  Cathedrall  Kirkis,  and  like  places,  feruis  for  na  thing  now  bot  to 
fett  fewis  and  tackis,  (gif  ony  thing  be  left,)  of  Kirk  landis  and  teyndis,  in 
hurt  and  preiudice  thairof,  as  daylie  experience  teached,  and  thairfore 
aucht  to  be  allutterlie  abrogat  and  aboliffet. 

5.  The  Kirkis  alfo  quhilk  ar  vnitit  and  jonit  togidder  be  annexatioun 
to  thir  benefices,  aucht  to  be  feperated  and  diuidit,  and  gevin  to  qualefiit 
minifteris,  as  Goddis  Word  cravis. 

6.  Nather  aucht  fie  abufearis  of  the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk  of  Chrifl  to 
haue  voit  in  Parliament,  nor  fit  in  Counfale  vnder  the  name  of  the  Kirk 
and  Kirkmen,  to  the  hurt  and  preiudice  of  the  libertie  thairof,  and  lawis 
of  the  realme  maid  in  fauouris  of  the  Reformit  Kirk. 

7.  Mekle  les  is  it  lauchfull,  that  ane  perfoun  amongis  thef'e  men  fould 
haue    fyue,   fex,  ten,  tuentie,   or  ma    Kirkis,   all   haveing  the  charge  of 
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funlis  and  brake  the  patrimony  thairof,  ather  be  admilli  >un  of  the  Pj 
or  of  the  Kirk,  in  this  lit  ht  of  the  Euangell ;  tor  it  is  botl  mocka 
craue  reformatioun  quher  Qclike  hea  place. 

8.  And  albeit  it  wes  thochl  guid  for  avoiding  greittare  inconuenientis, 
that  the  auld  poffeflburis  of  fie  benefices  quha  imbraflit  the  religioun,  fould 
inji>\  be  permiffioun  the  tua  parti-  of  the  rentis  quhilk  thay  pofiefi  of  be- 
foir,  during  thair  Liftymes;  -it  it  i-  not  tollerable  to  continew  in  the  like 
abufe,  and  gif  thefe  places  and  vtheris  benefices  of  new  to  als  vnmeit 
men,  or  rather  vnmeittar,  quha  ar  not  myndit  to  ferae  in  the  Kirk,  l>"i 
leid  and  leve  ane  idle  life,  as  the  vtheris  did  quha  broukil  thame  in  tyme 
of  blindnes. 

!».   And  in  fa  far  as  in  the  ordour  tane  at  Leith,  in  the  5eir  of  our  Lord 
Ct)  y    fevintie  ane   -fir,   it    appeiris  that   fie   maj    be   admittit,    being  fund 
qualefiit,   &c.  ;    ather   thai  pretendit  ordour  is  aganis  all  guid  ordour,   or 
ellis  it  mull  be  vnderftandil    nol    of  thame  that    be  qualefeit   to  warldlie 
i  Tin'  in  Court,   bot  lie  as  ar  qualefiil  to  teach    (  rde, 

haifand  thair  lauchfull  admillioun  of  the  Kirk. 

li».   As  to  Bifchoppis,  gif  the  name  be  propirlie  takin,  thej  ar 

all  ane  with  Minifteris,  (as  wes  befoir  declairit  ;)  tor  it  is  not  the  nam 
fuperioritie  and  lordfehip,  bot  of  office  and  watcheing. 

11.  Jit  becaus  in  the  corruptioun  of  the  Kirk,  this  name,  as  vtheris,  bes 
bene  abufed,  and  -it  is  like  to  be,  we  can  not  allow  the  faifToun  of  thai- 
new  chofin  Bifchoppis,   nather  of  the  Chapteris  that  arc  the  electour 

thame  to  lie  other  as  they  ar  chofin. 

12.  drew  Bifchoppis  fould  addict  thame  felffis  to  ane  particulare  flok, 
(quhilk  findrie  of  thame  refuifes;)  nather  fould  thaj  vfurp  lordfehip  owr 
thair  bretherine,  ami  owr  the  inheritance  of  (linll,  .i-  thefe  men  do. 

13.  Pafturis,  in  fa  fare  a-  thay  ar  pafturis,  he-  not  the  oilier  of  vifita- 
tioun  of  ma  kirkis  jonil  to  the  pafturefchip,  without  it  !>.•  gevin  to  thame. 

l  l.  It  i-  ane  corruptioun,  that  Bifchoppis  fould  baue  forder  boundis  to 
vefeit,  nor  thay  may  lauchfullie. 

1  ">.  Na  man  aueht  to  ham'  the  office  <•!  viiitat ioiiu,  bol  he  that  i-  lam  h- 
fullie  chofin  he  the  Preibyterie  thaiii 

Hi.    The   Elderichippis   being  weill  eftablifhed,  bes  power  to  fend 
vifitouris,  ane  or  ma,    with  commifljoun  to  vefeit  the  boundis  within  thair 
Elderfchippis  ;    and  Qclike,   eftir  compt  I  I    them,   ather  to  continew 
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thame,  or  remove  thame  from  tyme  to  tyme  ;  to  the  quhilkis  Elderfchippis 
thay  falbe  alwayes  fubiec~l. 

17.  The  criminall  jurifdictioun  jonit  in  the  perfoun  of  ane  Pafture,  is 
ane  corruptioun. 

18.  It  aggreit  not  with  the  Woorde,  that  Bifchoppis  fould  be  pafluris  of 
pailuris,  pafturis  of  mony  flokkis,  and  git  without  ane  certane  flok,  and 
without  ordinare  techeing. 

19.  It  aggreit  not  with  the  Scriptouris,  that  thay  fould  be  exemit  fra 
correetioun  of  thair  bretherine,  and  difcipline  of  the  particulare  Elderfchip 
of  the  Kirk  quher  thay  fould  ferue  ;  nather  that  thay  fould  vfurp  the 
office  of  vifitatioun  of  vther  kirkis,  nor  ony  vther  functioun  befide  vther 
minifteris,  bot  fa  far  as  beis  committit  to  thame  be  the  Kirk. 

20.  Heirfore,  we  defyre  the  Bifchoppis  that  now  ar,  ather  to  aggrie 
with  that  ordoure  that  Goddis  Worde  requiris  thame,  and  as  the  Generall 
Kirk  will  prefcriue  vnto  thame,  not  paifing  that  boundis,  nather  in  eccle- 
fiafticall  nor  ciuile  effearis,  or  ellis  to  be  depofit  from  all  fun6tioun  in  the 
Kirk. 

21.  We  deny  not,  in  the  meane  tyme,  bot  minifteris  may  and  fould  affill 
thair  Princes,  quhen  thay  ar  requirit,  in  all  thingis  aggreable  to  the  Woorde, 
quhidder  it  be  in  Counfall,  or  Parliament,  or  vtherevife  ;  provyding  al- 
wayis  thay  nather  negle6l  thair  awin  chargis,  nor,  throch  flatterie  of  Princes, 
hurt  the  publicl;  eftait  of  the  Kirk. 

22.  Bot,  generalie,  we  fay,  na  perfonis,  vnder  quhatfumeuer  title  of  the 
Kirk,  and  fpeciallie  the  abufed  titles  in  Papillrie,  of  Prelattis,  Conventis, 
and  Chapteris,  audit  to  attempt  ony  a6t  in  the  Kirkis  name,  ather  in 
Counfall,  Parliament,  or  out  of  Counfall,  haveing  na  commiilioun  of  the 
reformit  Kirk  within  this  realrae. 

23.  And  be  A<5t  of  Parliament  it  is  prouydit,  that  the  Papiflicall  Kirk 
and  Jurifdielioun  fould  haue  na  place  within  the  fame,  and  na  bifchop  nor 
vther  prelate,  in  tymes  cuming,  fould  vfe  ony  iurifdi6lioun  flowing  frome 
his  au6loritie. 

24.  And  agane,  that  na  vther  ecclefiafticall  jurifdictioun  fould  be  ac- 
knawlegit  within  this  realme,  bot  that  quhilk  is  and  falbe  within  the  re- 
formit Kirk,  and  flowing  therfra. 

25.  So  we  efteme  balding  of  Chapteris  in  Papiflicall  maner,  ather  in 
Cathedrall  kirkis,  Abbayis,  Collegeis,  or  vther  conventuall  places,  vfurp- 
ing  the  name  and  authoritie  of  the  Kirk,  to  hurt  the  patrimony  thairol,  or 
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vi'c  diiv  vther  act  to  the  preiudice  of  the  (ame,  (en  the  jeir  of  our  Lord 
1560  -ciri-,  to  be  abufioun  and  corruptioun,  contrare  to  the  Libertie  of  the 
trew  Kirk,  ami  lawis  of  the  realme  ;  and  thairfore  aut  lit  to  be  annullat, 
reducit,  and  in  tymea  cuming  rtterlie  difchargit. 

'j(>.  Tlii'  dependences  alfo  of  this  Papifticall  jurifdictioun  arc  to  be  abo- 
lefhed,  of  the  quhilk  fort  is  the  mingled  iurifdictioun  of  the  CommUIkris, 
in  la  far  a-<  they  mell  with  ecclefiafticall  materia,  and  haue  no  commiffioun 
of  the  Kirk  therto,  bot  war  em-lit  in  tymeofour  Soneranes moder,  quhea 
thingis  wer  out  of  ordour.  It  is  ane  abfurde  thing,  thai  limine  of  thame 
bayeing  na  run&ioun  in  the  Kirk,  fould  be  iugeia  to  minifteria,  and  depofe 
thame  fra  thair  rowmea:  Thairfore,  ather  thay  wald  be  difchargit  to 
medic  with  ecclefiafticall  materia,  or  it  wald  be  Limitat  to  thame  in  quhat 
materia  thay  mychl  bejugeia,  and  nol  lmrt  the  libertie  of  the  Kirk. 

.  They  alfo  that  ofbefoir  wer  of  the  ecclefiafticall  efteat  in  the  Papia 
Kirk,  or  that  ar  admittit  of  new  to  Papifticall  title-,  and  now  ar  tolleraf 
be  the  lawia  of  the  realme,  to  poffelTe  the  tua  part  of  thair  ecclefiafticall 
rentia,  auchl  not  to  haue  ony  forder  libertie,  bot  to  intromet  with  the  por- 
tioun  affignit  and  grantit  to  thame  for  thair  liftyme  ;  ami  nocht  rnder  the 
abufet  titillis  quhilkia  thay  had,  to  difpone  the  Kirk  rentia,  fett  takki>  and 
fewia  thairofat  thair  plefour,  to  the  greit  hurt  of  the  Kirk,  and  pure  lau- 
bouraria  that  dwell  vpon  the  Kirk  landia,  contrarie  to  all  iruid  confeience 
and  ordoure. 


Certane  [peciall  Headis  of  Reformatioun  quhilk  we  crave.     Cap.  XII. 
1.  Qubatfoeuer  haue  bene  fpokin  of  the  offices  of  the  Kirk,  the  (euerall 

power  of  the  office  berari-,  thair  COniuncl  power  alfo,    and  hill,    of   the  pa* 

trimony  of  the  Kirk,  we  rnderftand  it  t«»  he  the  ric  lit  reformatioun  quhilk 
God  cravis  at  our  handia,  tliit  the  Kirk  he  ordourit  according  thairt 
with  that  ordour  quhilk  i-  maill  aggreable  to  the  Word  of  God. 

j.   Botl  becaus  fum  thingis  will  he  twiched   in  particulare,   concerning 

the  ell.  at  of  the  enntrie,  and  that  quhilk  we  juim  ipallie  feik  to  he  relonnit 
in  the  fame,  we  haue  colleetit  thame  in  thir  headi>  lollowi: 

Firft,  Seing  the  bail!  countrie  i-  diuidit  in  prouincea,  ami  thir  pro- 
uinces  agane  ar  diuidit  in  parrochia,  alfweill  in  landward  a-  in  to  rnia  ;  in 
ererie  paroche  of  reasonable  congregationia,  ther  wald  he  plac« 
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ma  pafturis  to  feid  the  flok ;  and  na  pafture  or  minifter  audit  to  be  burdenit 
with  the  particulare  charge  of  ma  flokkis  or  kirkis  then  ane  allanerlie. 

4.  And  becaus  it  wilbe  thocht  hard  to  find  out  pafturis  or  minitteris  to 
all  the  parroche  kirkis  of  the  realme,  alfweill  in  landwart  as  in  townis,  we 
think,  be  the  aduyfe  of  lie  as  commiflioun  may  be  gevin  to,  be  the  Kirk  and 
the  Prince,  parrochis  in  landward  or  fmall  villagis  may  be  jonit  tua  or 
thrie,  or  ma  in  fum  places  togidder  ;  and  the  principall  and  maill  commo- 
dious kirkis  to  Hand,  and  to  be  repairit  fufficientlie,  and  qualefiit  minifters 
placet  thairat ;  and  the  vther  kirkis,  quhilk  ar  nocht  fund  neceffar,  may 
be  fufferit  to  decay,  thair  kirk  gardis  alwayis  being  keipit  for  buriall  places  : 
and  in  l'um  places,  quhair  neid  requiris,  ane  parrochin,  quher  the  congre- 
gatioun  is  owr  gret  for  ane  kirk,  may  be  deuydit  in  tua  or  ma. 

5.  Do6loris  wald  be  appoynted  in  Vniuerfeteis,  Collegis,  and  vther 
places  neidfull,  and  fufficientlie  prouyded,  for  to  oppin  vp  the  meaning  of 
the  Scriptouris,  and  to  haue  the  charge  of  fcoles,  and  teache  the  rudimentis 
of  religioun. 

6.  As  to  Elderis,  thair  wald  be  fum  to  be  cenfuris  of  the  maneris  of  the 
peple,  ane  or  ma  in  euerie  congregatioun ;  bot  not  ane  affemblie  of  elderis 
in  euerie  particulare  kirk,  bot  onlie  in  the  townis  and  famous  places,  quhair 
reforte  of  men  of  jugement  and  habilitie  to  that  office,  may  be  had  ; 

7-  Quhare  the  Eldaris  of  particulare  kirkis  about  may  convene  togidder, 
and  haue  ane  commoun  Elderfchip  and  AflTemblie  place  amangis  them,  to 
treat  of  all  thingis  that  concerne  the  congregatioun  of  quhom  thay  haue  the 
owrficht. 

8.  And  as  thair  aucht  to  be  men  appoyntit  to  vnite  and  deuide  the  par- 
rochis, as  neceifitie  and  commodetie  requiris  ;  fa  wald  thair  be  appoyntit 
be  the  Generall  Kirk,  with  the  affent  of  the  Prince,  fie  men  as  feareth 
God,  and  knew  the  eftaitt  of  the  countreis,  that  wer  able  to  nominat  and 
defigne  places,  quher  the  Aflembleis  of  particulare  elderfchippis  fuld  con- 
vene, to  tak  conlideratioun  of  the  Dioceis  as  they  wer  diuidet  of  auld,  and 
of  the  eftaitt  of  the  cuntreis  and  prouinces  of  the  realme. 

9.  Likevryfe  as  concerning  Prouinciall  and  Synodall  Aflembleis,  con- 
fideratioun  wer  eafie  to  be  had,  how  mony  and  in  quhat  places  thay  wer  to 
be  hauldin  ;  and  how  often  thay  ibuld  convene,  aucht  to  be  referrit  vnto  the 
libertie  of  the  Generall  Kirk,  and  ordour  to  be  appoyntit  thairin. 

10.  The  Nationall  Affembleis  of  this  cuntre,  callit  commounlie  the  Ge- 
nerall Aflembleis,   aucht   alwayis  to   be  retenit  in  thair  awin  libertie,   and 
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h  me  th  iir  awin  place,  with  power  to  the  Kirk  to  appoj  at  tymee  and  p] 
com enient  thairfoir. 

11.  And  all  men,  alfweill  magiftratis  as  inferiouris,  to  It  Cubiecl  to  the 
iudgement  of  tin-  fame  in  eccleliafticall  cauflis,  without  onj  reclamatioun 
-T  appellatioun  to  onie  Judge,  ciuile  or  ecclefiafticall,  within  the  reali 

12.  The  libertie  of  ele&ioun  of  perfonis  callil  to  eccleiiailicall  functionis, 
and  obferued  without  interruptit  continewance  fa  lang  a-  the  Kirk  w< 
corruptit  be  Antichryft,   we  defyre  to  be  reftoril  and  retenil   within  this 
real  me  : 

13.  So  that  nane  be  intrufed  vrpoun  onj  congregatioun,  ather  be  Prince 
■r  ony  vthrr  inferiour  perfoun,    without   lauchfull  electioun  and  the  aflent 

of  tin'  peple  out  quhom  the  perfoun  i-  placet,  .i-  tin-  pradteia  of  the    \ 
tolicall  primitiue  Kirk  and  guid  ordour  cravis. 

1  l.  And  becaua  this  ordour,  quhilk  Goddia  Woord  cravis,  can  not  (land 
with patronageis  and  prefentationia  to  benefices,  vfit  in  the  Papes  Kirk,  we 
defire  all  thame  that  trewlie  feiris  God,  ernifllie  to  confider,  That  foralf- 
mekleasthe  names  of  patronageis  and  benefices,  togidder  with  the  effect  thair- 
iA\  ar  flowand  frome  the  Pape,  and  corruptioun  of  tin-  Canone  Lawonlie, 
far  as  thairby  ony  perfoun  wes  intrufed  and  placet  owrkirkis  haveing 
curam  auimarum  :  And  forfamekle  as  that  maner  of  proceiding  hea  na 
grund  in  th.-  Woorde  of  God,  hut  i-  contrare  to  the  fame,  and  to  the  laid 
libertie  of  electioun,  they  aucht  not  now  to  haue  place  in  this  lichl  of  R<  - 
formatioun :  and  thairfoir,  quhafoeuer  will  treulie  imbrace  Goddia  Woord, 
and  defire  the  Kingdome  of  his  Sou.'  Jefua  Thrill  to  be  aduancit,  they  will 
alfo  embrace  and  refaue  that  policie  and  ordour  .juhilk  th.'  Woord  ol  God, 
and  vpricht  ftaite  of  bis  Kirk  cravi  -  ;  vtherwife  it  i^  in  vane  that  thay  fould 
haue  profeffed   the  famin.     Nochtwithftanding,  aa  niog    vther  pa- 

tronageis -I  benefices,  that  haue  not  curam  animarum,  as  thaj  (peik,)  Gc 
chaplenreia,  prebendareia  fundit  rpoun  temporal!  landis,  annuel  lis, 
and  Gclike,  nia\  be  referuit  vnto  the  ancient  patronia  to  difpone  thair- 
upoun,  quhen  they  veak,  to  fcolaria  and  burfaris,  aa  thay  ar  requirit  hi-  the 
Act  of  Parliament. 

l  '>.  Aa  to  tin"  Kirk  rentia  in  general!,  we  defire  the  ordoure  t.>  \«-  .ul- 
mittit  and  mantenit  amangia  wa,   that  may  (land  with  Qncerrtie  Idi-. 

Woorde,  and  pra&eia  of  the  puretie  of  the  Kirk  ofChrtft. 

it'..  To  wit,   that  ;i-  w .  -  befoir  fpokin,   the  bail!  rent  and  patrimony 
the   Kirk,    (excepting  the  fmall   pat:  foir    mentionat,]    ma)    !• 


510  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1581. 

diuidit  in  four  partis  or  portionis  :  Ane  tbairof  to  be  affignit  to  the  Paf- 
tour  for  his  intertenement  and  for  hofpitalitie  ;  ane  vther  to  the  Eldaris, 
Deacones,  and  vtheris  officiaris  of  the  Kirk,  lie  as  Clerkis  of  AITemblies, 
Takaris  vp  of  the  Pfalmes,  Beddales,  and  keiparis  of  the  kirkis,  la  far  as 
thay  ar  neceffar  ;  joyning  thairwith  alio  the  Doctouris  and  Scoles,  to  help 
the  ancient  fundationis  quhair  neid  requireth  ;  the  thrid  portioun  to  be 
bellowed  vnto  the  puir  membris  of  the  faithful!,  and  hofpitallis  ;  the  fourt, 
for  reparatioun  of  the  kirkis,  and  vther  extraordinare  charges  as  ar  profit- 
able for  the  Kirk,  and  alfo  for  the  commoun  velth,  gif  neid  require. 

17.  We  defire,  thairfore,  the  ecclefiafticall  guidis  to  be  vpliftit  and  diftri- 
buittit  faithfullie  to  quhom  they  apperteine,  and  that  be  the  miniftrie  of 
Deacones,  to  quhais  office  propirlie  the  collectioun  and  diftributioun  thair- 
of  belangis  ;  that  the  pure  may  be  anluerit  of  thair  portioun  thairof ;  and 
thay  of  the  miniftrie  leue  without  cair  and  folicitude  j  as  alfo  the  reft 
of  the  thefaurarie  of  the  Kirk  may  be  referuit  and  beftowit  to  the  richt 
vfes. 

18.  Gif  thais  Deacones  be  electit  with  lie  qualeteis  as  Goddis  Woorde 
cravis  to  be  in  thame,  thair  is  no  fear  that  thay  fall  abufe  thame  felffis  in 
thair  office,  as  the  prophane  colle<5louris  did  of  befoir. 

19.  §it  becaus  this  vocatioun  apperis  to  mony  to  be  dangerous,  let 
thame  be  oblegit,  (as  thay  war  of  auld,)  to  ane  geirlie  compt  to  the  Paf- 
turis  and  Elderfchip  ;  and  gif  the  Kirk  and  Prince  think  expedient,  lett 
cautioneris  be  obleft  for  thair  fidelitie,  that  the  Kirk  rentis  on  nawyfe  be 
delapidat. 

20.  And  to  the  effect  this  ordour  may  tak  place,  it  is  to  be  prouydit, 
that  all  vtheris  intromettouris  with  the  Kirkis  rentis,  collectouris  generail 
or  fpeciall,  quhither  it  may  be  by  appointment  of  the  Prince,  or  vtherwife, 
be  denudit  of  forder  intromillioun  thairof ;  and  fuffer  the  Kirk  rentis,  in 
tymes  cuming,  tobehallelie  intromettit  with  be  the  miniftre  of  the  Deacones, 
and  diftributit  to  the  vfes  afoir  mentionat. 

21.  And  alfo,  to  the  effect  that  the  ecclefiafticall  rentis  may  fuffice  to 
thair  vfes  for  the  quhilkis  thay  ar  to  be  appointtit,  we  think  it  neceffar  to 
be  defyrit,  that  all  alienationis,  fetting  of  fewis  or  takkis  of  the  rentis  of 
the  Kirk,  alfweill  landis  as  teyndis,  in  hurt  and  diminutioun  of  the  auld 
rentallis,  be  reducit  and  annulat,  and  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  reftorit 
to  the  formare  and  auld  libertie. 

22.  And  likewyfe,  that,  in  tymes  cuming,  the  teyndis  be  fett  to  nane 
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hot  to  the  laubouraria  of  the  grund,  or  ellia  nochl   fetl   at  allf  as  it  wea 
aggreil  ppoun,  and  (ubfcriuit  be  the  Nobilitie  befoir. 


The  Vtilitie  that  fall  How  of  this  Reformatioun  to  all  Eftaittis.    Cap.  XIII. 

1.  Seing  the  end  of  this  fpirituall  gouernament  and  polecie,  quhai 
we  fpak,  is  that  God  may  be  glorefeit,  the  Kingdoms  of  Jeliia  Chryfl 
aduancit,  and  all  they  quha  ar  of  his  myfticall  bodie,  may  leve  paciable  in 
confcience:  thairfore  we  dar  bauldlie  affirme,  that  all  theyquha  haue  trew 
refped  to  thaia  endis,  will,  evin  for  confcience  can-,  glaidlie  aggrie  ami 
conforme  thame  felffia  to  this  ordonr,  and  aduance  the  fame,  fo  fare  as  Ivi- 
in  thame  ;  that  thair  confcience  being  fett  at  reft,  they  may  he  replenifhed 
with  fpirituall  gladnes,  in  ge\  i 1 1  _:  full  obedience  to  that  quhilk  Goddia 
Woord,  and  the  tellimony  of  their  awin  confcience  doifl  crane  ;  and  re- 
futing all  corruptioun  contrare  vnto  the  lame. 

'J.  Ni\t,  We  ("all  becum  ane  exemple  and  patrone  of  guid  and  godlie 
ordonr  to  vther  nationis,  cuntriee,  and  Kirkis  profelfing  the  lame  religioun 
with  wb  j  thai  a-  they  haue  glorefeit  God  in  our  continewing  in  the 
linceritie  of  the  Word  heitherto,  without  all  erroris,  (prayi'e  he  to  His 
name  ;)  lii  they  may  haue  the  like  occalioun  in  our  eonuerfatioun,  quhen 
aa  we  conforme  oure  felffia  to  that  difcipline,  polecie,  and  guid  ordour, 
quhilk  the  fame  Woord,  and  puritie  of  Keformatioun  cravia  at  our  handle  : 
Vtherwyfe  the  fearful]  (entence  may  be  iuftlie  laid  to  ws,  The  feruand 
knawand  the  u  ill  of  the  Maiiler,  and  not  doing  it,  [falhe  heatin  with  manic 
whipps.] 

3.  Mairowre,  gif  we  haue  ony  pitie  or  refpecl  to  the  pure  membrie 
Chryftj  quha  (a  greitlie  increa  and  multiplie  amangia  W8,  we  will  not  li 

thame  to  he  lander  defraudit  of  that  parte  of  the  patritnom  of  the  Kirk, 
quhilk  iuftlie  belangeth  vnto  thame  :     And  he  this  ordour,  gifil  be  deulie 

put  in  executioun,    the  burding    of   thame  falhe  takin  of   WB,    to   our   -_rreit 

confort  j   the  ftreittis  falbe  clanged  of  the  cryingia  and  murmuringu 

thame  ;  a-  we  falbe  na  mair  a  lUander  to  vther  nationi-,  afl  we  haue 
heitherto  bene,  for  not  taking  ordour  with  the  pure  amangia  wb,  and 
caufing  the  Woord  quhilk  we  profea  to  be  euell  fpokin  of,  geveing  occalioun 
of  fclander  to  the  enemeia,  and  confcience  >•(  the  Qd 

and  godlie. 
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4.  Befidis  this,  it  falbe  a  greit  eafe  and  commoditie  to  the  haill  coramoun 
peple,  and  releving  thame  of  the  beilding  and  vphaulding  of  thair  kirkis, 
in  bigging  of  briggis  and  vther  like  publi6t  warkis ;  to  the  lauboraris  of 
the  grund,  in  the  payment  of  thair  teyndis  ;  and  fchortlie  in  all  theis 
thingis,  quhairvnto  thay  haue  bene  heitherto  rigoroullie  handlit  be  thame 
that  war  falflie  callit  Kirk  men,  thair  takkifmen,  faclouris,  [chamerlanes] 
and  extortioneris. 

5.  Finallie,  To  the  Kingis  Majeftie  and  commoun  welth  of  the  cuntrie, 
this  profit  fall  redound,  that  the  vther  effairis  of  the  Kirk  being  fuffi- 
cientlie  prouydit  according  to  the  diftributioun,  of  the  quhilk  lies  bene 
fpokin,  the  fuperplus  being  colleclit  into  the  thefaurarie  of  the  Kirk,  may  be 
profitablie  imployit,  and  liberallie  beftowit  vpoun  the  extraordinare  fupport 
of  the  effearis  of  the  Prince  and  commoun  welth  ;  and  fpeciallie  of  that 
part  quhilk  is  appointit  for  reparatioun  of  the  kirkis. 

C.  Sa  to  conclude,  all  being  willing  to  apply  thame  felffis  to  this  ordour, 
the  peple  fuffering  thame  felffis  to  be  reulit  according  thairunto,  (the 
Princes  and  Magiftratis  thame  felffis  not  being  exemit,)  and  thay  that  ar 
placit  in  ecclefiafticall  ellait  rychtlie  rewling  and  gouerning  ;  God  falbe 
glorefeit,  the  Kirk  edifeit,  the  boundis  thairof  enlargit ;  Chryft  Jefus  and 
his  Kingdome  fett  vp  ;  Sathane  and  his  kingdome  fubuertit ;  and  God  fall 
dwell  in  the  middis  of  ws,  to  our  confort,  throw  Jefus  Chryft,  quha, 
togidder  with  the  Fader,  and  the  Halie  Ghaift,  abydeth  bliffit  in  all 
eternitie.     Amen. 

ENDIS  THE  BOOKE  OF  DISCIPLINE. 


Anent  the  Confeffioun  of  Faith  latlie  fett  foorth  be  the  Kings  Majefties 
proclamatioun,  and  fubfcryvit  be  his  Hienes  :  The  Kirk,  in  ane  voyce, 
acknowledgis  the  faid  Confeffioun  to  be  ane  true  and  Chriftian  Confeffioun, 
to  be  aggreit  vnto  be  luch  as  truelie  profeflis  Chryft  and  his  true  religioun  ; 
and  the  tenour  thairof  to  be  followed  out,  as  the  famein  is  laid  out  in  the 
faid  proclamatioun. 

[Anent  the  delationes  given  in  againft  fome  of  the  Miniftrie,  to  the 
effe6t  the  Kirk  may  be  purged  of  the  flandrous  members  thereof :  The 
Affemblie  have  given  power  and  commiflione  to  their  loved  brethren,  Mr 
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Andrew  llav,    Mr    Robert     Pont,     Mr    David    Iandfev,     Mr  Adam    John- 

(loune,  ,J<»!m  Dourie,  John  Johnftoune,  Mr  John  Davidfone,  Mr  John 
Craig,  John  Duncanfbne  and  .John  Brand,  or  to  the  mofl  part  of  their 
number,  to  fummond  the  perfons  accufed  before  them,  and  to  take  tryal 
and  inqnifitione  of  the  hainous  and  Qanderoua  accufationes  layed  againfi 
them,  and  what  they  find  be  procefs  of  trial,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Affem- 
lilie,  that  order  may  be  taken  with  them  as  accordeth,  for  purging  of  the 
Kirk  of  God.   C] 

[Anent  the  printing  of  the  method  of  preaching  and  prophefieing  lit 
out  be  and  (hewed  and  read  in  the  Affemblie  :     The 

Aflemblie   hath  thoght  meet,    thai    the  (amine  may  be  committed  to  irons 
and  printed,  as  neceffary  for  the  forme  of  teaching,  and  to  be  pul  in  N 
be  their  brother,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone.  C.  &  B.] 

Porfameikle  as  Abbots,  Commendatours,  Pryours,  Pryoreflis,  and 
Bifchops,  provydit  of  auld  vnder  the  name  of  Ecclefiafticall  [perfons,] 
bruiks  the  rent-  and  revenews  of  the  Kirk,  without  exerceing  any  fpiritual 
functioun  therin,  or  recognofcing  the  true  Kirk,  devoreing  t lie  patrimonie 
of  the  lame,  and  daylie  diminishing  the  rent-;  of  t hair  benefices  :  The 
Kirk  and  Aflemblie  prefenl  bes  determined  and  refolved,  That  all  fucb 
perfons  befor  named  (albe  cited  be  the  Prefbyteries,  to  compeir  befor  the 
nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk,  to  fubmitt  themfelves  therto,  as  tin  \ 
will  anfuer  to  the  Kirk. 

Anent  Reidara  :  Forfameikle  as  in  Aflemblies  preceiding-,  the  office 
therof  was  concludit  to  he  no  ordinar  office  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  and  the 
ad  million  of  them  fuipendit  to  tin-  prefent  Affemblie:  The  Kirk,  in  ane 
voyce,  lie-  votit  and  concludit  farder,  That  in  no  tyme  comeing  any 
ler  be  admittit  to  the  office  of  Reidar,  he  any  having  power  within 
the  Kirk. 

<  Irdaines  the  Commiffioners  of  Countreyes  t..  give  in  the  names  at  after- 
noone,   "t   the   perfons  thej  think  meitt   to  the  vnioun  and  diviiioun   "t 

the  Kirk-. 

[The  Aflemblie  giveth  lull  power  and  commilfione  to  their  loved 
brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  James  Lawfon,  Mr  David  Lindfey,  Mr 
John  Craig,  John  Duncanfone,  Mr  Adam  Johnftoun,  .John  Brand,  John 
Durie,    Mr  Walter  Balcanquil,   to  confider  and  advife  upon  the  Articles 

and  Petition-  given  in    he    the     Kiiil:-   Map  lilt-   (.'oiimiiHioner,    in  lb  far  as 

yet  are  unrefolved  in  full  Aflemblie;    ryply  to  confult  thereupon  be  the 

3  T 
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judgment  and  fight  of  the  beft  learned  they  can  have,  and  to  conceive  a 
formal  anfwer  thereto  in  write,  to  be  prefented  be  them  to  the  nixt 
Generall  AfTemblie,  to  the  effect  the  Kings  Majeflie  and  Counfel  may- 
receive  and  direct  folid  anfwer  thereto  ;  as  like  wife  to  conferr,  reafon, 
and  communicat  upon  fuch  Articles,  with  fuch  as  pleafeth  the  King-  and  his 
Counfel  to  depute  thereto,  if  need  be  ;  and,  farther,  to  intimat  to  his 
Hienes,  how  far  the  Affemblie  had  proceeded  concerning  the  anfwer 
unto  his  Hienes  Articles,  and  whereupon  the  Affemblie  ftandeth,  that  his 
Hienes  may  underftand  their  willing  concurrence  with  his  Majefties  good 
intentione,  in  eftablifliing  good  Policie  within  the  Kirk  :  The  fpecial 
informatione  to  be  given  to  his  Hienes  and  Counfel  to  be  this,  That  the 
Affemblie  praifeth  God  greatly  for  his  Majefties  zealous  and  chriftian 
affec"lione  for  promoving  of  good  order  within  his  Kirk,  with  thanks  to 
his  Hienes  for  the  labors  which  had  been  taken  for  conftitution  of  Pref- 
bytries,  union  and  divifione  of  Kirks,  which  the  Affemblie  had  lb  far 
travelled,  that  certan  Prefby tries  ar  be  them  erected,  fome  platts  of  Kirks 
received,  although  not  abfblutely  ended,  the  names  alfo  of  the  perfons  the 
brethren  think  fit  to  unite  and  divide  the  Kirks  in  a  part  received,  as 
fhortnes  of  time  and  prefence  of  the  Commifuoners  would  permit.  C] 

Certain  appointed  to  forme  the  Articles  aggreed  on  in  Conference. 

The  advyce  of  the  Kirk  concerning  the  directioun  of  Prefentatiounes, 
that  they  be  direclit  to  the  Preibyteries. 

[Herewith]  to  crave  of  his  Hienes,  for  performance  of  the  wark  in- 
tendit,  that  Prelacies  be  diffolvit. 

Seffio  10a- 

Anent  the  place  of  repentance  to  be  appointit  to  Captaine  Anftruther, 
for  his  fearefull  defectioun  from  the  true  religioun  in  the  parts  of  France  : 
The  haynoufnes  and  gravitie  of  his  defectioun  beeing  weill  weyit  and  con- 
iidderit,  quhilk  requyrit  folemne  and  notorious  repentance,  The  Kirk  hes 
thoght  meitt,  and  be  voting  concludit,  that  his  repentance  be  made  in 
the  citie  of  San6l  Androes,  after  the  forme  of  difcipline  fett  out  againft 
apoftates. 
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Am*  Ihorl  and  general  Confeffione  of  the  true  Chriftiane  Fayth  and 
Religione,  according  to  Godis  Vorde,  and  A6lifl  of  our  Perlament, 
lubfcryued  by  the  Kingis  Maieftie  and  his  Iloulhold,  with  (indrie 
otheris,  to  the  glorie  of  God,  and  good  example  of  all  men  att  Ekiin- 
burght,  the  28  day  of  Januare  I  380,  and  11  yeare  of  his  Maiefties 


We  all,  and  ewerie  one  of  w>  wndervritten,  proteft,   that  alter  long  and 

lew  examination   ol  owre  Confidences  in  matteris  of  true  and  falle  reli- 

gioun,    are   now   throchly  refolued   in    the    trueth,    by   the   Worde   and 

Spnt  of  God  :     Ami  therefore  we  beleue  with  owre  heartis,  confeile  with 

owre  mouthes,  fublcrywe  with  owre  handis,  and  conftantly  affirme  before 

God  and  the  whole  world,  That  tin-  onely  is  the  true  Chriftiane  Fayth  and 
Religion,  pleating  God  and  bringing  faluation  to  man,  quhilh  ia  now,  1>\ 
the  mercy  of  God,  reweled  to  the  world  by  the  preaching  of  the  blelTed 
Ewangell ;  and  is  receaued,  beleued,  and  defended  by  manie  and  Qndrie 
notable  Kyrkis  and  realmes  ;  but  chiefly  by  the  Kyrk  of  Scotland,  the 
Kniji>  Maieftie,  and  three  Eftatis  of  this  Realme,  as  Godis  eternal!  trueth 
and  onely  ground  of  our  Saluation,  as  more  particulerly  i-  exprefled  in 
the  Confeflion  of  owre  Fayth,  ftablifhed  and  publictly  confirmed  bylindrie 
Actis  "I  Perlamentis,  and  now  of  a  long  tyme  hath  bene  openly  profi 
by  the  Kingis  Maieftie,  and  whole  bodj  of  this  Realme  both  in  brught 
and  land  :  To  the  quhilk  Confefiion  and  Forme  of  R(  ligton  we  w  illii 
agree  in  owre  confcience  in  all  poyntis,  as  wnto  Godis  wndoubted  trueth 
and  weritie,  grounded  onely  w|»on  hi-  written  Worde:     And  therefon 


Printed  Erom  the  original  in  tl      !  Library,   endorsed— 

-  bona!  i  frame  Somex  in  Pram 

to  inv  ' 


516  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1581. 

abhorre  and  deteft  all  contrarie  religion  and  do6lrine ;  but  cheifly  all  kynd 
of  papiftrie  in  generall,  and  particular  headis,  ewen  as  they  are  now  damned 
and  confuted  by  the  Worde  of  God,  and  Kirk  of  Scotland  :  But  in  fpecale 
we  deteft  and  refuf'e  the  ufurped  authoritie  of  that  Romane  Antichrift 
wpon  the  Scriptures  of  God,  wpon  the  Kirk,  the  Ciwill  Magiftrate,  and 
confcience  of  men  ;  all  his  tyrranous  lawes  made  wpon  indifferent  thinges 
agaynft  owre  Chriftiane  libertie  ;  his  erroneous  doctrine  agaynft  the  fuffici- 
encie  of  His  written  Worde,  the  perfection  of  the  Lawe,  the  office  of  Chrift 
and  his  bleffed  Ewangell  ;  his  corrupted  doctrine  concernyng  originall 
synne,  owre  naturall  inabilitie  and  rebellion  to  godlines,  owre  juftifica- 
tioun  by  fayth  onely,  owre  imperfect  fanctification  and  obedience  to  the 
Law  ;  the  nature,  number,  and  wfe  of  the  holie  Sacramentis  ;  his  fy  we  baf- 
tard  Sacramentis,  with  all  his  ritis,  ceremoneis  and  falfe  doctrine,  added 
to  the  miniftration  of  the  true  Sacramentis  without  the  Worde  of  God ;  his 
cruell  judgement  agaynft  infantis  deperting  without  the  Sacrament ;  his 
abfolute  neceflitie  of  baptifme  ;  his  blafphemous  opinion  of  tranffubftantia- 
tion,  or  reall  prefence  of  Chrifts  body  in  the  Elements,  and  receawing  of 
the  fame  by  the  wicked,  or  bodeis  of  men  ;  his  difpenfationeis  with  folemnes 
othes,  periuries,  and  degreis  of  manage  forbidden  in  the  Worde  ;  his  crueltie 
agaynft  the  innocent  deuorced  ;  his  diwilifhe  Mes  ;  his  blafphemous  prieft- 
hood  ;  his  prophane  facrifice  for  the  fynnes  of  the  dead  and  the  quyck  ;  his 
canonization  of  men,  calling  wpon  angelis  and  fainctis  deperted  ;  worship- 
ing of  imagrie,  reliques  and  croces  ;  dedicating  of  kyrkis,  altaris,  dayis  ; 
woues  to  creatures  ;  his  purgatorie,  prayeris  for  the  dead,  praying  or  fpeak- 
ing  in  a  ftrange  langwage  ;  with  his  proceffiounis  and  blafphemous  Letanie, 
and  multitude  of  Aduocatis  or  Mediatoreis  ;  his  manifold  ordoures  ;  auri- 
cular confeifion  ;  his  defpered  and  wncertayne  repentance  ;  his  generall 
and  doubtfome  Fayth ;  fatif faction eis  of  men  for  theyr  fynnes ;  his 
juitification  by  workes ;  his  opus  operatum,  workes  of  fupererogation, 
meritis,  pardons,  perigrinationes,  and  ftationeis  ;  his  holy  water,  baptifyng 
of  bellis,  cungering  of  fpritis,  crocing,  faning,  anoynting,  coniuring, 
hallowing  of  Godis  good  creatures,  with  the  fuperftitious  opinion  joyned 
therewith ;  his  worldlie  monarchie,  and  wicked  hierarchie  ;  his  three 
folemne  woues,  with  all  hisfhawelingis  of  fyndrie  fortes  ;  his  erroneous  and 
bloodie  decretes  made  at  Trent,  with  all  the  fubfcryweris  and  approweris 
of  that  cruell  and  bloodie  band,  coniured  agaynft  the  Kyrk  of  God.     And 
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finally,  we  detell  all  his  wane  allegories,  ritis,  Ggnes,  and  traditioneia  In 
in  the  Kyrk,  without  or  agaynfl  the  Worde  of  God,  and  doctrine  ol  this 
true  reformed  Kyrk  ;  to  the  quhilk  we  joyne  owrefelues  willingly,  in  doc- 
trine, fayth,  religion,  difcipline,  and  wfe  oftheholie  Sacrament  is,  aslyuel) 
memberis  of  the  lame   in  Chrift  owre    Head:  promifing  and  hearing  b^ 
the  great  name  of  the   Lord  owre  God,  That    we   llmll   continue  in  the 
obedience  of  the  doctrine  and  difcipline  of  this  Kyrk,  and  (hall  defend  the 
lame  according  to  owre  wocation  and  pouer,   all  the  dayes  of  owre  lyues, 
wnder  the  paines  conteyned  in  the  Law,   and  danger   both   of  bodv  and 
faule  in  the  day  of  Godis  fearfull  judgement.     And   feing  that  manie  are 
ftyrred  wp  by  Satan,  and  that  Romane  A.ntichrift,  to  promife,  fue 
Icryue,  and  for  a  tyme  wfe  the  holie  Sacramentis  in  the  Kyrk  deceatfullv, 
agaynfl  there  owne  confcience  ;   mynding  heireby,  fyrft,  wnder  the  external! 
clok  of  thf  religion,   to  corrupt  and  lubuert   fecretly  Godis   true  religion 
within  the  Knk  ;  and  afterward,   when   tyme  may  feme,   t<>  become  open 
enemeis  and  periecutoris  of  the  lame,   wnder  wane  hope  of  the  Papis  dif- 
penfation,  diuifed  agaynfl  the  Vbrde  of  God,  to  hi-  greater  confuGon,  and 
theyr  dowble  condemnation  in  the  day  <>f  the  Lord  Jefus  :     \\  e  therefore 
willing  to  tak  away  all  fufpition   of  hypocrifie,   and  of  iVk  dowbl  i  dealing 
with   God,  and   his   Kirk,   protefl  and   call  the  Searcher  of  all  he 
witnes,   thai   owre  myndis  and   heartis  <1<>  fullel}   agree  with  this  own 
Confeffion,  promife,  othe,  and  fubfcription  ;  fo  that  we  are  not  moved 
any  worldly  refpect,  I >< > t  are  perfwaded  onely  in  owre  confcience,  through! 
the  knawledge  and  loue  t>t"  Godis  true  religion,   prented  in  oure  heartis  l>\ 
the  Holy  Sprit,  as  we  shall  anfwer  to  Him  in  the  day,  when  the  fecrel 
all  heartis  (halbe  difclofed.     And  becaufe  we   perceaue  that  the   quietm 
and  ftabilitie  of  owre    Religion  and  Kirk  doth   depend  wpon   the  law 
and  good  behaviour  oi  the  Kyngis  Maieftie,  as  wpon  ane  confortable  inftru- 
iie 'in  oi    Godis  mere)  graunted  to  tin-  cowntrey,    for  the   mainteining  of 
In-  Kyrk,  and  miniftration  oi  .Inline  amongis  ws  ;    We  protefl  and  pr<  • 
(blemnetly  with  oure  heartis,  vnder  the  fame  othe,   hand  writ,  ami  panes, 
that  we  Quill  defend  hi-  perfone  and  authoritie  with  owregeyr,  bodyesand 
1\  ue-,  in  the  defence  of  Chriftis  Euangell,  libertie  oi  owre  countrey,  minif- 
tration  of  juflice,   and  punifhment  t>t'  iniquitie,   agaynfl  all  enemeis  within 
tin-  realme  or  without,  a-  we  defyre  owre  God  to  hi'  a  !lroriLr  and  mercy- 
full  defender  to  WS,    in  the  daj    of   own-  death,    and    CUming  ol"   our,-   Lord 
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Jefus  Chrilt :     To  whome,    with  the  Father   and  the   Kolie  Sprit,   be  all 
honour  and  glorie  eternally.     Amen. 


James  R. 
Mr  Johne  Crag*. 
Jhon  Duncanfon. 
Michaell  Elphinlloun. 
P.  Yowng. 
Robert  Erlkyne. 
James  Elphinlloun. 
S.  Borthik  vithe  hand  and  hart. 
Wei  game  Crag. 
Jhone  Mordo. 

James  Coluill  of  Eft  Wemes. 
George  Douglas. 
Alexr.  Durem. 
Walter    Steuart    Pryore    of 

Blantyre. 
Villiam  Ruthen  off  Ballandane. 
Jhon  Scrymgeour  Jownger  off 

Glafwall. 
William  Morray. 
Dauid  Murray. 
James  Frailer. 


Lenox. 

Mortoune. 

Bothwell. 

Argyll. 

Ruthven. 

Robert  Stewart. 

Seton. 

R.  Dumfermling, 

P.  Mr.  of  Gray. 

Cathcart. 

James  Halyburtoun. 

James  L.  Ogiluy. 

Allane  L.  Cathcartt. 

Villiam  Schaw. 

James  Steuart. 

Allr  Seytown. 

J.  Chifhle. 

Richard  Heriot. 

Maifter  Thomas  Hamilton. 

Waltir  Kyer. 


[Seeing  that  Wee  and  our  houfehold  have  fubfcribed  and  given  this 
publick  Confeffione  of  our  Faith,  to  the  good  exemple  of  our  f'ubjedls  : 
We  command  and  charge  all  Commiifioners  and  Minifters,  to  crave  the 
fame  Confeffione  of  their  parifhoners,  and  to  proceed  againft  the  refufers 
according  to  our  laws,  and  order  of  the  Kirk,  delivering  their  names  and 
lawfull  procefs  to  the  Minifters  of  our  houf'e,  with  all  haft  and  dilligence, 
under  the  pain  of  fourtie  pound  to  be  taken  from  their  ftipends,  that  We, 
with  advice  of  our  Counfel,  may  take  order  with  fuch  proud  contemners 
of  God  and  our  laws.  Subfcribed  with  our  hand  at  Halyrudhoufe,  the 
fecond  day  of  March  1580,  the  14  year  of  our  Reigne.     C] 
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;  Aputl  Edinburgh  vltimo  die  mentis  Aprilis,   Anno  ft)  \    I 

Sederunt. 
Colinus  Comes  Ergadie  Cancellarius. 
Joannes  Comes  de  Montrois. 
Willielmus  Dominus  Etuthven. 
Alexander  Magifter  de  Mar. 
Robertas  Commendatarius  de  Dumfermling. 
( !ommendatai  ius  de  Sand)  Colmi . 
Commendatarius  de  ( !ulr< 
( llericus  Regiftri. 
( llericus  Juftii  iarie. 
Aduocatus. 

1  in'  quhilk  day  the  Lordis  "I   Secrete  (  ounfale  and  the  Coramiffionei 
•i   the  Kirk  prefentlie  convenit,  hes  concludit,  aggreit  and  ordanit,  That 
all  benefices  of  cure  prefentlie  vacand,  and  thai  heirefter  lid  happin  tovaik, 
and  be  at  hi>  Hienes  prefentatioun,  afoir  the  firft  da)  ol   Nouember  1 1 i x t . 
cum,  l all  remane  vacand  and  vndifponit  qnhill  the  famin  daj  ;  that,  in  the 
meyn  tyme,   it  ma]  be  coniideri(  and  aggreil  vpoun  the  forme  of  dil 
tioun  of  the  (aids  benefices  ;  and  the  eilate  and  qualiteis  of  the  perloi 
'■>  quhom  the  famin  benefices,   and  all  vther  that  fal   happin  to  vaik  • 
efter,  falbe  difponit. 


id  Edinburgh,  nono  die  mentis  Maij,  Anno  Domini  ft)  s    Ixxxj  . 

The  Kingis  Maieftie,  with  anile  oi  the  Lordis  oi  Secret*   (  ounfali  . 
lindre  conferences  had  anenl  the  conftitutioun  of  the  eccletiafticall  pol< 

ad  it  hard  and  difficill  to  attene  to  on)  formal!   order  thairanenl 
liklv  to  haue  continewance  to  the  pofteritie,   cpdnll   the  ancient  boundi 
the  diocye8  be  defoluit  quhair  the  parochins  ar  thick   togidder,  and  (mall 
to  be  vniin  j  and  quhair  thai  ar  of  owet  greil   and  large  boundie  to 
deuidit ;   thai  tbairefter  prefbitereis  or  elderfchippis   maj    be  conftitute. 
And  ti>  the  effecl  thai  this  work  may  proa  id 
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of  God  and  eafe  and  contentment  of  all  his  Hienes  gud  fubieclis,  his 
Maieflie  lies  directit  his  ernift  and  effecluus  letters  to  certaine  nowmer  of 
noblemen,  barronis,  gentlemen,  and  minifters  in  certane  boundis  and 
parochins  mentionat  in  his  Maiefties  directioun,  willing  thame  that  thay 
with  iamony  vtheris  as  thay  fall  find  gude  to  call  vnto  thair  affiftance,  fall 
convene  togidder  and  confult  altogether ;  or  then,  with  commoun  con- 
fent,  ele6l  fum  fewar  nowmer  amangis  thame,  of  bell  jugement,  zeale  and 
experience,  to  conlidder  and  try  the  ancient  and  prefent  eflaites  of  all  the 
particular  kirkis  and  parochinis  in  thair  boundis  ;  and  how  the  minifteris 
thair  may  be  befl,  plantit  and  fuftenit  in  a  certaine  and  ordinar  form  liklie 
to  haue  continewance  to  the  poileritie,  as  in  his  Hienes  letters  and 
direclioun  thairanent  mair  fpeciallie  is  conceivit ;  and  to  fend  thair  report 
thairvpoun  in  dew  forme,  in  als  fpeciall  maner  as  may  be  ;  togidder  with 
thair  gude  aduife  anent  the  executioun  of  the  A6t  of  Parliament,  for 
pvneifment  of  vagabunds,  and  fupport  of  the  pure,  betuix  and  the 
day  of  nixtocum.     Bot  becaus  it  is  vnderftand  to   his  Hienes 

and  his  laid  Secrete  Counfale,  that  lindre  of  the  noblemen,  barronis, 
gentlemen  and  vtheris,  to  quhom  his  Maieflie  hes  direct  his  lettirs  for 
executioun  and  furtherance  of  this  gude  work,  ftands  in  fie  termes  for 
deidlit  feidis,  grudgeis,  variances  and  occafiouns  of  difpleafours  amangis 
thame,  as  thay  wilbe  flaw  to  convene  togidder  for  this  effe6t,  of  thair  awin 
motioun,  without  his  Hienes  expres  commandment :  his  Maieflie  alwyfe 
intending,  be  Godis  grace,  that  the  fame  work  fall  proceid  with  all  guidlie 
expeditioun,  feing  it  concernis  the  glorie  of  God,  his  Hienes  felf,  and  the 
repois  and  quietnes  of  his  haill  fubieclis  and  thair  poileritie,  thairfore 
ordanis  lettirs  to  be  direct  to  officiaris  of  armes,  fchireffis  in  that  part, 
chargeing  thame  to  pas,  and  in  his  Hienes  name  and  au6loritie  command 
and  charge  all  and  findre  noblemen,  barronis  and  gentlemen,  to  quhom 
his  Hienes  lettirs  foirfaidis  ar  direct,  amangis  quhom  ony  difpleafour, 
grudge  or  vnkyndnes  ftandis,  that  they  convene  togidder  at  the  places  re- 
ipecliue  contenit  in  his  faidis  lettirs,  at  fie  day  or  dayes  as  the  minifters 
nominat  in  his  Hienes  direfitioun  fall  appoint ;  and  thairwith  with  commoun 
aduife  to  do  quhat  in  thame  lyis,  for  the  execution  of  his  Hienes  direclioun 
foirfaid ;  and  to  fend  thair  report  thairvpoun  at  the  day  appointit  :  And 
to  that  effect,  to  command  and  charge  thame,  thatnane  of  thame  tak  vpoun 
hand  to  inuaid,  molell,  perfew  or  inquiet  vtheris  be  way  of  deid  be  thame- 
lelffis,  thair  kin,  freindis,  feruandis,  aftifters,  partakers,  or  vtheris  that  they 
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in.n  l.'tt,  or  to  niiik  prouocatioun  of  trouble  <>r  difpleafour  t<>  vtheru  in 
word,  deid  or  countenance  ;  and,  gif  neid  !>•■,  to  ud  and  reflaue  affuram  e 
ilk  ane  <>f  rtheris,   to  be  vnhurt,   raharmit,  molefbt,   troublit,  <>r  perfewil 

vthcrwvlt-  then  be  the  ordinal-  COUrs  of  law  and  iuftice  :  To  indnic  (jnhill 
the  tirll  da\   of   Nouenibrr    nixtocuin,    (jnliairtlirow    the  laid   w .  nk   ma\    pro- 

ceid  with  the  better  confent  and  diligence,  a-  thaj  and  euerj  ane  ■>(  thame 
will  anfuer  to  In-  rlienes  rpoun  thair  obedience  a'  thair  ettermaifl  i  li 
and  perrell  ;  with  certificatioun  to  thame  that  failgeis,  thay  lalbe  repute  and 
eftemit  thehinderars  and  flayers  of  tin-  progrea  of  the  [aid  glide  work,  and 
the  makers  and  avrifiaris  of  trouble  and  diforderin  hi-  rlienes  realme,  and 
callit,  perfewil  and  pvneifi  thairfoi  -rdis,  with  all  rigour  in  exemple 

of  vtheris.     !>'>  jr.  Sec.  ( lone.  | 


3  u 
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The  Generall  Affemblie  convenit  at  Edenburgh,  the  17  day  of  Octo- 
ber 1581 :     Quher  ther  was  prefent  the  Commiflioners. 

Exhortation  beand  made  be  Mr  Robert  Pont :  Leits,  Mrs  Johne  Craig, 
Andro  Melvill,  David  Lindefay,  and  Johne  Duncanfone.  The  laid  Mr 
Johne,  be  pluralitie  of  votes,  was  cholin  Moderator  hac  vice,  whofe  abfence 
foirnoone  the  faid  Mr  Robert  was  ordanit  to  fupplie. 


Seffio  la- 

[To  the  effect  the  a&iones  to  be  handled  in  this  Affemblie,  may  be  the 
iboner  and  ryplier  difpatched,  the  Affemblie  hath  thought  meet,  that  cer- 
tain AfTeffors  be  cholen,  at  extraordinary  hours  to  prepare  matters  to  be 
treated  in  this  Affemblie  ;  and  to  that  purpofe  hath  nominate  Mr  James 
Lowfone,  Robert  Pont,  Andro  Hay,  Andro  Melvill,  David  Lindefay, 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  Andro  Polwart,  and  David  Fer- 
gufone,  to  conveen  with  the  Moderator  in  Mr  James  Lowfones  Galrie  at 
8  hours  before  noone,  and  two  after  noone,  and  to  continue  fo  furth  to 
the  end  of  this  Conventione.      C.  &  B.] 
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I'll.'  AJTemblie  ordainit  [their  brethren,]  Mi  Adam  Johnftoun  and 
J. ilmc  Durie  to  paffe  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  in  name  of  the  Auemblie, 
[humblie]  defyreing  his  Eiienes  to  direcl  Qommiffioriers  from  bis  Grace 
to  lie  the  proceidings  of  the  AJTemblie,  ami  continue  therein  ;  quho 
returning  [from  hi-  Grace  with  anfwer,]  declarit,  that  lor  (undrie  affaires 
of  Counfell  he  could  direct  none  quhill  Thurefday,  and  thai  daj  his 
Grace  fould  fend  Ionic  inltruclit  with  hie  commiflioun. 

The  baill  Bifchops  being  callit,  nono  was  prelent  but  Dumblane. 

Lnent  the  Conftitutioun  of  Prefby teries  appointit  in  the  lailAJfembl 
The  perfons  toquhom  the  charge  thereof  was  committit  being  callit  u> 
a  compt  of  thair  diligence  heirin  :     Firft,  lor  Lothian,   It  was  anfwi 
concerning  tin1   Prefbytrie  of    Linlithgow,    that   they   had   do!    proceidit 
therein,    be   reafon   they  underflood    that    thir  diverfe  bygane   no 

Exercife  hes  been  in  Linlithgow,  befyde  the  inlaike  of  a  good  Moderator 
there  ;  and  therfor  thoght  it  meiteii  th.it  tin-  Prefbyterie  fould  be  in  (alder, 
quher  the  Superintendent  might  be  had  to  be  Moderator;  alwayes  referris 
that  to  the  judgment  of  the  brether.  C.  &  B.] 

After  voting  [in  the  matter,]  the  Kirk  concludit,  That  the  Prefbyterie  be 
ilill  in  Lynlithgow  quhill  the  nixt  Afiemblie,  and  no  tranfporting  nor  change 
of  the  place  of  the  Prefbyterie  be  [made]  without  the  determinatioun  of  the 
General]  Affemblie ;  as  lykewayes  of  all  vther  Prelbyteries  j  admonilhing 
alfo  the  towne  of  Lynlithgow,  be  thair  Commillioner,  that  i  concur- 

rance  be  not  had  lie  them  thervnto,  that  the  Kirk  wald  tranfporl  the  Pref- 
byterie from  them.     [Morover,  for  the  better  eftablifhing  of  the  laid  I'rel- 
bytrie  in  Linlithgow,  the  AJTembly  defired  their  brother,   Mr  James  I 
fou,  with  advice  of  the  brethren  of  tin  le  parts,  to  try  how  the   feme  maj 
moll  conveniently  he  done,  and  to  report  his  judgment  the  morne. 

As  concerning  Fife  :  In  refped  tundry  doubts  were  alledged  for  the  ftaj 
of  the  executione  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Affemblie,  the  AJTemblie  or- 
deans  the  fame  to  he  put  in  write  againft  Thurfday,  at  which  time  they 
ihall  receive  their  anfu  er. 

And  for  as  meikle  as  many  of  the  brethren  craved  uniformitie  to  be  had 
in  the  forme  of  ere&ione  of  the  Prefbytries,    ami  a  certain  rule  to  he  pre- 
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icrived,  to  be  keeped  in  times  coming  ;  the  Affembly  ordeaneth  their  bre- 
thren, Mr  James  Lawfon  and  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  to  conceive  in  write 
the  forme  thereof,  at  fome  extraordinar  hours,  and  to  prefent  the  fame  to 
the  Affemblie  to  be  judged  upon. 

Concerning  Angus  and  Merns  :  Report  was  made,  that  the  brethren 
had  concurred,  and  layd  a  Plat  of  the  Prefbytrie  whereupon  they  had 
agreed  ;  and  if  the  Affemblie  thought  meet,  they  would  continue  the  fame. 
The  Affembly  ordeaned  the  order  hereof  to  be  prefented  to  the  brethren 
the  morne. 

Anent  the  Prefbytrie  of  Stirline  :  Albeit  the  fame  was  appointed  be 
the  General  Affemblie,  and  Dumblane  ordeaned  to  be  one  of  the  Kirks 
thereof ;  yet  fundry  of  the  brethren  alledged  that  there  might  be  a  Pref- 
bytrie in  Dumblane  of  a  fufficient  number  of  Kirks,  and  another  at  Stir- 
line.  The  Affemblie  ordeaned  a  Piatt  of  their  Kirks  to  be  exhibit  the 
morne,  to  be  confulted  upon. 

Tuiching  Glafgow,  it  was  declared  that  the  ordinance  of  the  Affemblie 
was  fatiffied.  C] 


Seffio  3«- 

[Anent  the  Conftitutione  of  the  reft  of  the  Prefbytries  appointed  in  the 
lait  Affemblie,  the  brethren  remit  the  further  handling  thereof  to  the  heid 
of  planting  of  kirks.     C.  &  B.] 

[Anent  the  Kings  Majefties  Miffive  prefented  be  Mr  Walter  Lindfey, 
concerning  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  Minifter  at  Stirline  :  The  Affembly 
hath  delayed  their  anfwer  till  four  afternoone  ;  and  alfo  to  the  propofitione 
of  the  brethren  of  Glafgow,  who  this  day  were  charged  be  Mr  George 
Young,  in  name  of  the  Kings  Majeftie,  to  give  their  refolut  anfwer  con- 
cerning the  admiflion  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  the  morne  afternoone. 
C] 

[Anent  the  complaint  made  upon  Alexander  Mure,  Minifter  of  Falk- 
land, quho  maried  perfons  divorcit  for  adulterie  ;  and  Alexander  Forrefler, 
Minifter  at  Tranent,  quho  baptizat  ane  bairne  in  ane  privat  houfe,  againft 
the  good  order  of  the  Kirk,  for  which  he  lyes  under  fufpenfion  from  his 
office  :  The  Affembly,  after  the  acknowledging  of  his  offence  and  flander 
given   by  him,   in   tranfgrefiing  and  breaking  the  Acls  of  the  Affemblie, 
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ordeanetfa  him  to  be  reftored  to  the  func*l  f  the  Miniftrie,  be  making 

publick  repentance  in  the  kirk  of  Tranent  for  the  fame,  in  prefence  of  Mr 
Andrew  Blackhall,  Minifter  ;   and  thai  the  like  order  be  obferved  againft 
others  who,   in  tymes  bypaft,   have  broken  the  good  order  of  the   Kirk  in 
the  miniflratione  of  Baptizme  in  prival    h  tufes  :     And  for  efchewinj 
Rich  diffordour  in  tymecomeing,  and  lykewayes  miniftratioun  ofth 
Supper,  and  celebratioun  of  Mariage  in  prival    houfes,    it  is  refolved,    and 
concludil   be  commoun    confent    of    the   baili   brether,    That,    in   tymes 
comeing,   no   Mariage   be   celebrate,   nor   Sacraments  miniilrat   in    pri 
houfes,    hot  folemnlie  according  to   the  good  ordour  hitherto  obfervit, 
under  the  paine  of  depofitioun  of  the  perfons  that  vfes  the  Paid  miniftra- 
tioun,  from  thair  offices  and  functioun  of  the  Miniftrie  in 
(  .  &  B.] 


[Anrnt  the  anfwer  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  :  The  Aifemblie  thou 
meet  to  direct  their  brethren,  .Mr  James  Lawfon,  Mr  David  Lindfey, 
.John  Durie,  to  his  Grace,  to  let  his  Grace  underftand,  thai  the  Synodal! 
Aflemblie  of  Lothian  received  no  Miliive  from  his  Grace  ;  Cecondly,  that 
the  Afferably,  conforme  to  his  Graces  Miffive,  hath  ftayed  proceeding 
againfl  Mr  Roberl  Montgomerie  till  Friday,  that  conference  might  be  had 
in  that  matter  as  i-  delirei!,  and  hath  nominate  for  the  part  of  the  Aflemblie 
to  confer  thereupon,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Thomas  Smel  »ne,  Mr  James 
Lawfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  and  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot;  requefting 
bis  Grace  to  ufe  no  proceeding  or  chai  linll  the  brethren  of  Glafgow, 

feeing  the  whole  brethren  of  the  Aflemblie  take  the  charge  upon  them, 
and  avow  their  proceedings;  and  iii  the  mean  time  the  Aflemblie,  be  the 
voice  <d"  the  Moderator,  charged  the  faid  Mr  Robert  not  to  depart  till 
this  Aflemblie  be  diflblved,  and  continue  thefe  fummonds  till  Friday.   * 

The  Aflemblie  of  the    Kirk  gives  full  commiflloun  to  the  Elderfchii 
Dundie  to  call  the  Maifter  of  Graj  b  thame,  to  give  ane  accompt  ol 

his  profeffioun,  and  to  giv<  confeffioun  of  his  faith  ;  and  to  proceid  againft 
him   according  to   the  Act-  of  the   Kirk,  and   that  with  all  poffible  dili- 
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Seflio  5a- 

[The  brethren  appointed  to  give  anfwer  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter, 
returning  declaired,  that  they  had  ufed  their  commiflione  to  his  Grace 
conforme  to  directione,  and  that  his  Majeities  ani'wer  was,  That  he  knew 
not  of  the  fending  of  the  firft  letter,  nor  contents  of  the  lail ;  and  had  ap- 
pointed certain  Commiflioners  to  conferr  with  thele  appointed  be  the 
Miniftrie  :  Who  being  dimitted  be  the  Aflemblie,  after  certane  hours 
returning  again  to  fliew  that  they  had  entred  in  certain  communing  with 
the  iaids  Commiflioners,  which  they  repeated  at  lenth  :  Alwife  in  fine, 
C]  His  Majefties  Commiflioners  inquyrit  of  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
Kirk,  in  cace  the  Kirk  damned  the  office  of  Bifchops,  quhervnto  is  annexit 
alfo  ane  temporall  jurifdiclioun,  quherin  the  Kirk  is  fervit  be  voting  in 
Parliament,  afiifling  in  his  Hienes  Counfell,  contributioun  in  taxatiouns 
and  ficklyke,  What  overture  they  wald  lhew,  quherby  the  King  be  not 
prejudgit  be  the  taking  away  of  that  Eftate.  For  the  advyfeing  of  this 
heid,  quhilk  the  Aflemblie  thocht  verie  weghtie  and  of  great  confequence, 
they  have  nominat  [the  Right  Honourable  and  their  brethren,]  Andro 
Ker  of  Fowdouniyd,  the  laird  of  Coldenknowis,  Keir,  Cardoun,  Colluthie, 
Morphie,  Braid,  Fintrie,  Damahoy,  Cowhill,  Carletoun,  Segy,  the  Pro- 
veifts  of  Edenburgh  and  Striveling,  the  Commiflioners  of  Edenburgh,  Stir- 
ling, [Leith,]  Perth,  Montrois,  Mrs  Andro  Hay,  Andro  Pol  wart,  Johne 
Porterfield,  William  Rynd,  David  Fergufone,  Johne  Rutherfuird,  David 
Lindefay,  William  Edmefloune,  with  the  fixe  brethren  [appointed]  on  the 
conference,  [to  conveen  in  the  New  Kirk  at  two  afternoone,  and  with  good 
deliberatione  to  refolve  upon  their  opinion  and  judgment,  to  be  reported 
to  the  full  Affembly. 

For  anfwering  of  the  Bills  :  The  AfTemblie  appoints  Mr  James  Melvil, 
Mr  James  Carmichel,  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  Mr  James  Balfour,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvil,  James  Anderfon,  John  Clappertoune,  Mr  Thomas 
Buchanan,  to  conveene  at  afternoone,  and  to  continue  dayly  in  the  loft  of 
the  New  Kirk  till  they  be  anfwered.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  the  Kings  Majeftie,  with  advyce  of  his  Counfell,  hes  fett 
out  and  proclaimit  a  godlie  and  chriftian  Confeflioun  of  Faith,  to  be 
imbraceit  be  all  his  true  fubiects  ;   and  be  the  fame   expreflie  giving  com- 


i   Bl.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  5*7 

mandement  to  the   Miniftrie  to  proceid  againfl  quhatfoevir    perfons   that 
will  not  acknowledge  and  fiibfcryve   the  fame,   quherin   great    negligence 

hithcrtill]  bein  fein,   farre  bj  the  duetie  and   office  of  true  pafl - 

Heirforthe  Kirk  and  Aflemblie  prefent  hea  injoynit  and  concludit,  ["hat 
.ill  liiinilb-rs  and  paftoura  within  thair  bounds,  with  all  expedient  and 
poffible  diligence,  execute  the  tenour  of  hia  Majeftiea  proclamatioun, 
betuixt  and  the  aix(  Synodal]  Aifemblies  of  every  Province  ;  and  prefenl 
befor  the  [laid]  Synodal]  Affemblies,  to  the  Moderatour  therof,  thair  dueti- 
t'ull  diligence  in  this  behalfe,  to  be  reportH  to  the  nixl  General!  Affembly 
of  the  Kirk,  vnder  the  paine  of  deprivatioun  of  the  Grids  miniftera  from  the 
Miinn  of  the  miniftrie,  that  beta  found  negligent  heirin. 


Seflio  <>'• 

The  brethren  appointit  to  conferre  vpon  the  overture  [to  b< 
K i n trs  Majeftiea  Commiflionera  concerning  Bifchops,  reportit,   That,   after 
long  reaibning,  they  had  aggreit  in  this  farre,  that  tuitcb        \   ting  in  Par- 
liament, aflifling  in  Counfell,  Commiflionera  from  the  Generall  Kirk  i 
fupplie  the  place  of  Bifchops :     And   as  to  ;'  ng  of  the  civill  or 

criminal]  jurildiclioun  anent  the  office  of  Bifchops,   the  heretabill 
Could  vh'  the  fame;  referring  to  the  judgement  of  thehaill  Kirk  to 
of  tliair  anfuer,  if  they  thoght  the  fame  meit  to  be  communicate  be  the  laid 
brether  to   the   Kings  Commiflioners :  quhilk  the  Kirk  alt 
meit,  and  allowit  the  judgement  of  thair  bretl 


Selfio  7 

be  wlmh  da]  |  compeirit   James   Melvill,   Gentillman  of  the  K. 
Chalmer,  and  prefentit  vnto  the  Kirk  bis   Maj< 

tryall   to    be   takin    of   certaine    words   alledgit    fpokin    be     Mr    Walter 
Balcanquell,  in  hia  late  fermoun,  againfl  bis  Eiienes  Cufine,  Efme  Dub 
Lennox,    with    credit    to  the    bearer   qu  w    that    in  this    farre    be 

had  credit  to  fpeake  ;    1  hal    1  I  the  laft  calling  of  Johne  Durie 

the  laid    Mr  Walter  befor  the   Privie   Counfell,  vpon  account  of  thair 
(ermouns,   offence  was  takin  be  the   Kirk,  therfor  hie  Gra 
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the  matter  to  the  Affemblie,  willing  them  to  try  the  matter,  and  put  ordour 
therin. 

The  words  quherat  the  Dukes  Grace  is  offendit,  are  thir,  that  the  faid 
Mr  Walter  had  fpokin  in  pulpitt,  That,  within  thir  four  geirs,  Papiftrie  had 
entrit  in  the  countrey,  not  only  in  the  Court,  but  in  the  Kings  Hall,  and 
[was]  mantainit  be  the  tyrranie  of  a  great  campion,  quho  is  callit  Grace  ; 
and  if  his  Grace  wald  oppone  himfelfe  to  Gods  Word,  he  fould  have  litle 
grace. 

Farther,  concerning  the  Bifchop  of  Glafgow,  the  Kings  Majeftie  defyreit 
they  fould  ftay  any  proceidings  againft  him  as  Bifchop  ;  get  if  tlier  be  any 
vther  thing  that  the  Kirk  hes  to  lay  to  his  charge,  let  them  vfe  thair 
ordour. 

Heirvnto  the  faid  Mr  Walter  anfuerit :  Seeing  that,  in  the  Kings 
Majefties  letter,  and  credit  givin  to  the  bearer  therof,  he  is  acculit,  prayed 
the  Moderatour  to  l'uffer  him  [a  litle]  to  giue  his  anluer  therto  ;  the  fumme 
quherof  fhortlie  lalbe  this  :  Firft,  he  praifes  God  that  he  is  not  accufit  of 
any  thing  quherin  either  civillie  or  criminallie  in  his  lyfe  or  converfatioun, 
he  hes  offendit  the  Kingis  Majeftie  or  his  lawis,  quhervnto  with  all  rever- 
ence and  at  all  tymes  he  is  readie  to  fubmitt  himfelfe  as  effeirs  j  bot  is 
accufeit  of  thefe  things  quhilk  he  hes  fpokin  publicklie  in  the  pulpitt, 
quherin  he  hes  bein  more  plaine  in  reproving  of  vyce  then  lbme  men  can 
goodlie  fuffer,  quhilk  is  a  verie  point  of  his  doctrine  ;  quhilk,  howbeit, 
he  ther  heare  callit  open  flander,  get  he  muft  fo  juftifie  the  fame,  that 
thogh  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  wald  call  it  erroneous,  get  he  is  readie  heir 
be  good  real'on  to  prove  it  to  be  the  verie  trueth  of  God  ;  and  if  neid  iall 
requyre  it,  to  feale  it  with  his  blood.  Secondlie,  he  praifes  God  for  this, 
that  of  his  laft  accufatioun  God  hes  givin  this  meikle  viclorie  to  his  Kirk, 
that  howbeit  then  it  was  callit  in  queftioun,  to  quhom  the  judgement  of 
the  Dodbrine  fould  appertaine,  git  as  then  be  good  reafon  it  was  concludit, 
and  promifit  be  the  Kings  Majefties  Counfelland  Commiffioners  [appoyntit] 
therfra  to  conferre  with  the  Minifters  in  that  matter,  That  in  all  tymes 
comeing  the  tryall  of  the  Minifters  do6lrine  fould  be  referrit  to  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,  as  the  onlie  competent  judge  thervnto  ; 
fo  now  it  is  performit,  and  for  that  he  lies  that  promife  now  keipit,  he 
thanks  God,  and  is  fo  meikle  the  more  glad  to  give  his  anfuer  befor  thair 
godlie  Wifdomes  of  the  Affemblie  prefent,  as  his  competent  judges  in  this 
matter,   and  that  after  this  maner.     As  concerning  thefe    things  that  he 
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[pake  in  his  fermoun  the  lafl  Wedinfday,  he  fpake  them  not  quyetlie,   bot 

all  his  brother  and  all  the  liaill  AU'emhlie  beard  them,  and  fu,  of  all  rtbers, 
can  hell  judge  of  the  fame  :  Quherfor,  with  all  reyerence,  he  will  Cubmitt 
him  felfe  Qmplie  vnto  thair  godlie  judgements,  alwayis  neither  being 
alhamed  of  his  doctrine,  neither  jet  being  myndit  to  give  any  advantage 
to  his  enemies,  fo  farre  as  he  may,  whole  purpol'e  aganis  him  he  knowes  in 
this  matter.  He  will  only  requyre  this  conditioun,  that  the  (anon  of 
the  Apoltle  Paul  be  keiped  to  him,  <mhilk  is  this  ;  Againfi  ane  elder 
receive  no  accufatioun,  hut  vnder  two  or  thrie  witnelles  ;  according  to  the 
quhilk  forme  of  proceiding  he  craves  in  this  matter.  Heir  are  ~e  the 
AU'emhlie  of  the  Kirk,  as  competent  judges  for  him  ;  heir  he  i-  ready 
befor  jour  Wifdomes  to  anfuer  to  all   accufatiouns  that  falbe   laid   againfl 

him,     and    vnderlv    gOUT  judg<  ments    thervnto.        Let    any    man,    therfor, 

according  to  the  Canon  of  the  Apoltle,  quhilk  on  no  trayis  ~e  can  breake, 
Hand  vj>  heir  befor  30U,  and  fay  he  he-  any  tliin_r  to  accufe  the  laid  Mr 
Walter  of,  either  in  lyfe  or  doctrine,  and  his  two  or  thrie  witneflis  readie 
with  him  to  prove  his  accufatioun  ;  then  the  laid  Mr  Walter  hill  anfuer 
his  accufatioun  [as  effeirs  :]  For  feeing  James  Melvill  hard  not  his 
doctrine,  and  therfor  will  not  take  vpon  him  to  accufe  the  laid  Mr  Walter, 
he  will  fuperfeid  farther  anfuering,  (juhill  he  lie  his  accufer  quhatfumer,  to 
(pdiom,  he  the  grace  of  God,  he  falhe  readie  to  anfuer  as  accords. 

The  Aflemblie  ordaines  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun  and  David  Fergufone  to 
palle  to  the  Kings  Grace  with  this  anfuer:  That  feeing  Mr  Walter  i- 
ane  brother  in  the  miniltrie,  the  Canon  of  the  Apoltle  mult  he  keipit  vnto 
him  ;  and  therfor  the  accuier,  with  his  two  witnefies,  ought  to  be  had. 
Farther,  in  rel'pect  that  at  the  lafl  calling  of  Johne  Durie  befor  the  Privie 
Counlell,  vpon  ane  compt  of  certaine  words  alledgit  fpokin  in  hi-  fermoun, 
ordour  was  takin  be  certaine  CommiHioner-  of  Counlell  and  brether  of 
the   Kirk,  that,  in  cace  fuch  accufatiouns  afterward  fonld  fall  out,  the  Kirk 

fould  have  the  judgement  therof:  and  if  the  Kings  Majeftie  pleafe  to  fend 
any  CommiQioners  [to  be  prefent]  at  the  try  all,  thej  fould  lie  the  proceid- 

ingS  of  the  Kirk;  therfor  delVre-hi-  Majellie  to  fend  Coniinillionei-  1  . 
fie  tin-  matter  tryed,  feeing  the  Kirk  i-  mofl  Willing  to  try  the  fame. 

[The  Moderator  warned,  in  name  of  the  AU'emhlie,  Mr  Robert  Mont- 
gomerie  being  prefent,  that  he  depart  not  from  this  Aflemblie  till  this  mat- 
ter he  tried  ;   which  he  promifed  faithfully  to  do. 

3  x 


.. 
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Seffio  8»- 

The  brethren  appointed  be  the  AfTemblie  to  report  thair  anfwer  to  the 
Kings  Majeftie,  Declared  that  they  had  difcharged  thair  commiffione,  and 
that  the  King  had  defired  James  Melvil  to  put  the  Counfel  in  remem- 
brance of  fome  Commillioners  to  be  fent  to  the  trial  againft  Mr  Walter. 


Seffio  9a- 

Mr  Johne  Craig,  Minifter  of  the  Kings  houfe,  declared  that  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  the  letter  writen  be  the  Erie  of  Angus  to  the 
Affemblie  ;  who,  after  reading  thereof,  delired  him  to  prefent  the  fame  to 
the  Counfel  in  his  name,  which  he  did,  requiring  the  Counfel  to  confider 
the  matter  aright,  and  give  unto  their  Mafter  good  counfel  therein  ;  as  it 
was  his  cafe  to-day,  it  might  be  theirs  to-morrow. 

The  Affembly  ordeaneth  William  Chriftefone  to  pafs  to  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeftie, and  mean  to  his  Hienes  the  great  divilion,  and  deadly  feeds  in  all 
quarters  of  the  realme,  to  the  great  hinderance  not  only  of  religion,  but  of 
the  common  wealth  ;  defiring  his  Grace  to  authorize  fome  Commiffioners 
of  the  Kirk,  as  they  fliall  direct,  for  reparing  thereof. 

Anent  the  conference  with  the  Kings  Commiffioners  :  The  brethren 
appointed  therto  declared  they  had  waited  theron  ;  and  the  Kings  Com- 
miffioners Ihew  they  had  no  laizour.  C] 

Anent  the  eftabliihing  of  Prelbyteries  :  The  Kirk  aflemblit  lies  nominat 
certaine  brethren  to  travell  diligentlie  in  erectioun  of  Prelbyteries, 
as  they  falbe  feverallie  divydit  [in  manner  under  fpecified,]  betuixt 
and  the  nixt  Affemblie  ;  and  ordaines  thair  brother,  Mr  James  Lowfone, 
to  pen  the  forme  of  proceiding  in  ere6tioun  therof,  that  the  brether  being 
informeit  of  the  ordour,  may  vniformelie  proceid  therin. 


[For  Cathnefs  and  Sutherland. 

Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  John  Robertfone,  Mr  George  Monro,  and  John 
Gray. 
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For  Rofe. 
Mr  Johne  Robertfone,   Mr  George  Monro,   the  Parfon  <>i'   Dufiias,   the 
Minifter  of  Innernefs. 

For  Murrey. 

The  Perfon  of  Duffus,  the  Minifter  of  [nnerneft,  Mr  George  Hay,  John 
Strathauchan,  and  James  Reid. 

!•'<  >r  Aberdeene  and  Bamf. 

Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,    Mr  George   Patterfone,    David  Howefone, 
James  Reid,  and  Steven  Meafon. 

For  Merns. 

The  Laird  of  Dun,   Mr  Andrew  Mylne,  Patrick  Bonckle,    Alezan 
th,  my  Lord  <>f  Deir,  and  the  Erie  of  Marfhel. 

For  Aneus. 


- 


William  Chriftefon,  .lames  Anderfon,  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Mr  .lolm  Hep- 
burne,  the  Laird  of  Kinaird  in  Kerfe,    Mr  Patrick  Frazer,   the   Erl< 
Montrofe,  the  Provoft  of  Dundee,  the  Laird  of  Pourie-Ogilvie,    Powrie- 
Fothringhame,  Grange,  Meek,  Moygude. 

For  Perth  and  Stratherne. 

The  Minifter  of  Sancl  Johnftoune,  Mr  William  Rynd,  -Mr  William 
Edmiftoune,  the  Minifter  of  Tibbermure,  Mr  Alexander  Dinmure,  the 
Lord  Ruthven,  the  Laird  ofBathyok,  and  thir  brethren  to  take  advice  ol 
my  Lord  Grahame,  the  Laird  of  Keir,  John  Duncanfone,  and  Mr  James 
Pont,  concerning  that  part  of  the  Diocie  of  Dumblean. 

For  Dunkeld. 
The  fame  brethren,  with  the  Minifter  of  Dundee,  and  James  Anderfon. 

For  the  Eaft  end  of  Fife. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchannan,  Mr  Patrick  Adamfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil, 
Mi- William  Clerk,  the  Lairds  of  Lundii  and  Caluthie,  Patrick  Kynin- 
month.    I 
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[For  Falkland. 
r    Mr  Walter  Balcanquall,   Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,   My  Lord  Rothes,  the 
Laird  of  Balvaird,  the  Laird  of  Creiche.   C.  &  B.] 

[The  Weft  end  of  Fife. 

David  Fergufone,  George  Scot,  Peter  Blackwood,  the  Lairds  of  Pitfir- 
ran  and  Pittincreife. 

For  eflablifliing  the  Prefbytrie  of  Linlithgow : 
Appointed  Mr  James  Lawfone,  and  Mr  David  Lindfey. 

As  to  the  Merce  : 

Ordeans  Mr  David  Lindfey  to  vilit  the  Prefbytrie  erecled  there,  and 
to  exhort  the  Gentlemen  to  hold  hand  thereto. 

Teviotdail. 

The  Minifter  of  Jedburgh,  John  Clappertoune,  Mr  William  Achin- 
moulie,  the  Lairds  of  Faudonlide,  Ceffurd,  Coldingknows,  Nicol  Carn- 
croce,  Simon  Scot  of  Thirleftoune,  the  Laird  of  Hundelie,  Mr  John  Knox. 

For  Tiviotdail. 

John  Brand,  Mr  Andrew  Blackhall,  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  Archibald 
Douglafs,  the  Lairds  of  Traquare,  Skirline,  and  Blackbaranie. 

For  Nithifdail. 

Mr  James  Bryfon,  the  Minifter  of  Dumfries,  Mr  Archibald  Sinclar,  my 
Lord  Herries,  Maxwel,  and  Dumlenerige. 

For  Galloway. 

John  Duncanfon,  Mr  James  Hamiltone,  James  Dodds,  John  Young, 
the  Laird  of  Lochinvar. 

For  Kyle,  Carrick,  and  Cuninghame. 

Mr  John  Young,  Minifter  of  Air,  John  Mackorne,  Mr  James  Greg, 
the  Lairds  of  Bargenie,  Carrlingtoune,  Capringtoune,  Hefilheid,  and  my 
Lord  Eglintoune. 
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For  Cliddfdail,  Renfrew,  and  Lennox. 

Mr  Thomas   Hay,    Mr   Andrew  Pohvart,    Mr  John    Hamiltoune,    Mr 
Thomas  Smetone,  and  Mr  Andrew  fco  overfee  the  countrey  where  Preiby- 

teries  are  not  eilablilhed. 


Seffio  lO 

Anent  the  accufationes  layd  verbo  to  the  charge  of  Mr  Robert  Montgo- 

nierie  :  The  anfwers  being-  heard,  and  anfwered  negative,  the  Aflemblie 
ordeaned  the  laid  Mr  Robert  to  take  the  copy  thereof,  and  anfwer  in 
write  upon  Twefday  before  noon  :  The  tenor  of  the  laid  accufationes  fol- 
loweth.     C] 


[Certane]  Articles  whereof  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,    Minifler  al 
Striveling,  was  oppinly  accufit  in  the  General]  Aflemblie,  anent 

his  doctrine. 

1.  That  publicklie  preaching  in  the  kirk  of  Striveling-,  he  proponit  .1 
quellioun  twiching  the  circumcilioun  of  wenien,  and  in  the  end  concludit, 
that  they  were  circumciled  in  the  foir  Ikin  of  their  foirheid. 

2.  In  GlafgOW,  he  [openlie]  taught  that  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  i-  a 
tiling-  indifferent,  and  may  Hand  tlii-  way  or  that  way. 

I.  [Approving-  the  inward  calling  to  the  Minillric,  h«-  left  the  outward 
and  ordinarie  calling  in  doubt.     C] 

l.  He  accufil  the  Minifters  that  they  yfed  fallacious  arguments  and  cap- 
tious, and  that  the\    were  CUrioUS  braim-. 

5.  So  farre  as  he  could,  he  trayellit  to  bring  the  original!  laneuaeres. 
Greik  and  Hebrew,  in  contempt,  abufing  thereto  the  words  of  Apoltle, 
I  Cor.  14.  and  tantinglie  aiking,  In  quhat  fchoole  were  Peter  and  Paul 
graduat. 

6.  To  prove  the  corrupt  aftate  of  Bifchops  in  our  tyme,  he  broght  foorth 
the  examples  of  Ambrofe  and  Auguftine,  <\< . 

'.   It  is  fufficienl  to  baptize  in  the  name  of  the   Father  only,   or   in  the 
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name  of  the  Sonne,  or  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  becaufe  they  are  all 
one  God,  and  to  that  effe6l  alledgit  the  19  of  the  Aclis. 

8.  The  matters  of  Difcipline  and  lawfull  calling-  in  the  Kirk,  he  call  it 
trifles  of  Polecie. 

9.  He  accufit  the  Miniflrie  of  feditioun  and  leife  Majeflie  faying,  ex- 
horting them  not  to  be  feditious,  nor  to  meddle  with  hie  mattres,  to  leave 
off  to  put  on  crownes,  and  put  off  crownes,  for  if  they  meddlit  any  farther 
therwith,  they  wald  be  reprovit. 

10.  He  condemnit  the  applicatioun  of  the  Scripture  to  the  particular 
maners  and  corruptions  of  men,  mockinglie  afking,  In  quhat  Scripture 
they  may  find  a  Bifchop  for  a  1000  pound,  horfe,  corne,  and  pultrie  ;  and 
quhen  they  teach  of  love,  How  could  they  find  Judas. 

11.  He  oppugned  the  doclrine  of  Chryfl,  quho  pronouncit  that  the 
moll  part  are  rebellious  and  perifch. 

12.  He  denyed,  that  in  the  New  Teflament  any  mentioun  was  made  of 
the  Prefbyterie  or  Elderfchip. 

13.  He  accufit  the  Miniflers  of  pafquilles,  of  grudging  and  murmuring, 
of  trouble  and  confulioun,  of  lying  and  backbyting,  faying,  Quher  is  it, 
who  will  doe  it,  what  fault  can  they  find  with  the  Court :  As  for  my 
felfe  I  find  none. 

14.  The  Kirk  beand  traducit  be  pafquilles  and  infamous  lybells,  not 
only  purgit  he  not  the  Kirk  nor  himfelfe  therof,  having  good  occalion, 
but  rather  approvit  the  fame. 

15.  He  vfed  [in]  his  preaching  againfl  the  Miniflrie,  the  verie  wordes 
of  the  lybell  that  was  caflin  in  the  Kings  chalmer  agains  them. 

16.  This  quarter  geir  bygane,  he  lies  bein  negligent  in  doclrine,  difci- 
pline, and  affifling  of  the  Elderfchip. 


Seifio  11*. 

[Anent  the  conference  appointed  with  the  Kings  CommifTioners  :  The 
Affemblie  required  the  brethren  who  were  nominat  to  this  effe6l,  to  pafs 
and  infill  in  feeking  the  conference  ;  as  likewife  to  defire  that  certaine  of 
the  Counfel  might  be  chofen  to  concurr  and  aflift  in  forming  of  fuch 
Articles  as  fliall  be  meet  to  be  proponed  be  the  Kirk  to  the  Parlia- 
ment. C] 
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1 1  litis  referritt  from  the  Synodal!  [Affemblie    of  Lowthiane  to  the 

General]  Affemblie. 

1.  Firft,  That  ane  vniverfall  ordour  be  tane  and  made  be  the  General! 
Affemblie,  for  examinatione,  tryall,  admiflioun,  and  ordinatioun  oi 
Miniftera. 

2.  To  inquyre  quhat  perfons  of  the  Miniftrie  liill  deiigne  gleibs  and 
manfes ;  and  feeing  thai  the  Synoddall  Allemblic  of  Lawthiane  hes 
thocht  good,  that  every  Prefbyterie  (all  direct  fome  of  thair  awin  number 
to  deligne  gleibs  and  manfes  within  thair  awin  hounds,  uc  crave  the 
confent  of  the  General!  Affemblie,  that  the  fame  falbe  raiverfall;  and 
quher  ther  is  no  Prefbyterie,  to  appoint  quho  fall  defigne  the  fame. 

;.  Who  fall  awaite  vpon  the  platl  for  modifieing  of  the  Minifters 
(lipends. 

1..  What  anfwer  falbe  givin  to  the  Kings  Majefties  letter  concerning  the 
vnionn  and  di-junef  ioun  of  Kirk-. 

5.  That  an  vniformitie  be  vfed  for  fumounding  of  perfons  befor  the 
Prefbytery,  and  proces  that  is  to  he  led  befor  the  hunt'. 

6.  To  lute  that  the  tryall  and  admiflioun  of  all  mailers  of  fchooles,  b< 
now  joynit  to  the  Prefbyteries. 

7.  Seeing  we  of  the  Synoddall  [Affemblie]  of  Lawthiane  hes  aggreeit, 
that  difputatioun  lalbe  every  day  of  the  Exercife  in  every  Prefbyterie, 
peciallyvpon  fuch  articles  as  are  in  contraverfie  betuixl  us  and  the  Papifis: 
for  avoiding-  of  negligence  of  Minifters,  and  to  the  end  we  ma]  the  better 
withlland  the  adverfar,  that  the  General!  Affemblie  will  appoint  the  forme 
therof. 

8.  What  ordour  falbe  vfeil  with  Minifters  and  Reidars  that  fellis  thair 
gleibs  and  manfes,  as  je  ovirfie  the  fame. 

9.  That  ane  article  be  fuited  be  the  General!  Affemblie  at  the  Parlia- 
ment, that  .dl  marriages  without  content  of  parents,  proclamatiouns  oi 
bands,  or  vtherwayes  without  the  awin  folemnities  according  to  the  ordour 
of  the  KirK,  be  decernit  null. 

10.  To  crave  that  ane  Acl  of  Parliament  may  be  mad.  aganis  them 
that  paffes  in  pilgrimages,  and  vies  fuperflitiouo  at  well-,  croces,  images, 
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vther  papifticall  idolatrie,  or  obferves  feafls  and  dayes  dedicat  to  Santes,  or 
ietts  out  beanfyres  for  fuperflitioun. 

11.  Seing  the  A61  of  Parliament  appoints  them  that  are  convi6l  of  no- 
torious adulterie,  and  through  the  ambiguous  expolitioun  of  this  word  No- 
torious, no  execution  is  vfed  thervpon  :  Therfor  for  avoyding  the  plagues 
hingand  above  this  haill  countrie  for  this  cryme,  That  the  Generall  Al- 
femblie  wald  crave  that  ane  a6l  may  be  made  in  Parliament  for  punifliment 
of  all  perlbns  to  the  death,  quhofoevir  are  laufullie  convifit  of  adulterie. 

12.  Seing  ane  Act  of  Parliament  is  made  anent  difcharging  of  mercatts 
vpon  the  Sonday,  and  no  executioun  hes  followit  thervpon,  quherthrow 
the  peiple  abfenting  themfelves  from  the  Kirk,  and  waiting  vpon  the  mer- 
catt,  continues  in  ignorance,  and  be  this  meanes  atheifme  does  increafe  : 
Defyre  that  fome  ordour  may  be  takin  in  this  Parliament  for  the  execu- 
tioun of  the  faid  act  j  [and]  that  fome  punifliment  may  be  appointed  aganis 
the  magiftrates  that  puts  not  the  fame  in  executioun,  notwithftanding  any 
privat  difpenfatioun  in  the  contrair. 

13.  That  ane  A61  of  Parliament  be  made  for  provifioun  of  gleibs  and 
manfes  to  fick  miniilers  as  teaches  at  Abbay  Kirks,  lyke  as  they  are  pro- 
vydit  for  vthers. 

14.  Becaufe  ther  is  ane  act  of  Parliament,  that  all  Provoftries  and  Pre- 
bendaries ialbe  givin  to  fchollers  to  hold  them  at  the  fchooles  ;  and  it  is  of 
veritie  that  ther  are  verie  many  of  thefe  fort,  that  is  of  cure  of  foules  and 
paroch  kirks,  not  the  lefs,  be  reafon  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  they  are 
givin  to  Courtiers  :  Therfor  we  defyre  that  ane  act  of  Parliament  may  be, 
That  all  Proveftries  and  Prebendaries  that  hes  care  of  faules,  may  be  givin 
to  none  but  to  Minilters  ;  and  that  if  any  be  givin,  [they]  may  be  null  in 
tyme  comeing.  Sicklyke,  Prebendaries  foundit  to  fchooles  and  Mailers 
teaching  the  lame,  be  givin,  conforme  to  the  foundatioun,  to  fchoole  mailers 
for  inftructing  of  the  south  ;  and  if  the  lame  be  difponed  vther  wayes,  the 
difpolition  to  be  null. 

[Followeth  the  Tennor  of  the]  Anfwers  made  to  the  faids  Heids. 

Anent  the  firfl  article  :  The  Kirk  hes  ordanit  William  Chriflefone,  Mrs 
Andro  Melvill,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  and  James  Low- 
ibne,   to  conlidder  the  ordour  at  extraordinar  houris,   and  to  report  thair 
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judgements  to  the  Kirk;  and  Mrs  Andro  Haj  and  NficoU  Dalgleifh  to 
alliil  them. 

As  to  the  fecond  :  The  firll  j>;trt  i-  aggreit  vnto  ;  and  quher  Prefbyteri<  - 
are  not  jet,  nor  cannot  be  cm-lit,  the  Commiffioners  quhilk  were  befor, 
are  appointed  to  remaine  Commiffioners  [yet  1  to  th.it  effect. 

For  fatiffieng  of  the  thrid:  The  Kirk  bee  nominat  the  Commiffioners 
vnderwrytin,  viz. 

The  Commiffioners  of  Orkney  and  Zetland,  1 

r      ,   .     .■         ...  m    i\     •  i  t  •    ir      r  For  Orkney  and  Zetland. 

(ami,  m  their abfence,  Mr  David  Lindley, J  J 

Mr  George  Hay  : — her  Cathnes. 

Mr  John  Rohertfone  : — For  Rofe. 

Mr  John  Keatb  : — For  Murrey. 

James  Reid  : — For  Aberdeene  and  Bamf. 

: — For  Angus  and  Merns. 

Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  :  —  For  Fife. 

Mr  Patrick  Adamfon, 

1  )a\  ill  Fergufone, 

Alexander  Dinmure: — For  Perth  and  Stratherne. 

Mr  David  Lindley: — For  Well  Lothian  and  Stirline  Shir   , 

Mr  Adam  Johnlloune  : — Fall  Lothiane. 

John  Clappertoune  : — Merce. 

Mr  Andrew  Clayhills  : — Teviotdail. 

George  Jolmlh>un, 

Mr  Andrew  Blackall  : — Tweddail. 

John  Brand, 

Mr  Peter  Watfon, 

Mr  James  Bryfone  : — Nithifdale. 

John  Duncanfon  : — Galloway. 

4 

Mr  John  Young:  —  Kyle,  ("arid,  and  Cuninghame. 

Mr  Andrew  Hay: — Clidfdail,  Renfrew,  and  Lennox.   C] 

For  anfuering  to  the   fourth   concerning  the   Kings   letter  :     Ordaines 
the  Clerk  Regifier  to  be  confultit  vpon  the  anfuer. 

To  the  rj  ft  :     Referris  the  forme  therof  to  be  i  on<  m  ii  in  wr\  te  be  Mr- 
David  Lindefaj  and  Patrick  Adamfone  [the  morne]  betuixt  6  and  ix. 

As  to  the  <>  :     Aggried  to  be  proponed  in  Article  to  the  Parliament. 

The  7  '•     Referrit  to  the  Elderfchips  ;    and  alwayes  quher  thir  difpul 
tiouns  ma\  be  had,  the  Kirk  thinks  them  good. 
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For  anfuer  to  the  8 :  The  a6ts  of  the  Affemblie  to  be  put  in  execution 
againft  fuch  perfons  be  the  Elderfchips. 

The  9  :  Ordaines  this  article  to  be  cravit  at  the  ParJiament,  beand  firft 
well  qualified  and  preiented  to  the  Kirk. 

The  10  licklyke.  The  11  aggried.  The  12  iicklyke  ;  and  the  Kirk  to 
proceid  lykewayes  againit  the  violaters  of  the  Sabboth  day,  and  mantainers 
of  the  fame. 

The  13  and  14  aggried. 


Seffio  12»- 

[The  brethren  appointed  to  infift  in  the  Conference  returned  report  of 
their  anfwer,  That  certane  of  the  Kings  Counfel  were  ordeaned  to  con- 
veen  the  morn  afternoone,  to  reaibn  annent  the  Bifliops  ;  and  as  to  the 
forming  of  the  Articles,  defired  that  the  brethren  fhould  penn  the  fame, 
and  fhew  them  to  the  faid  Commiffioners  ;  requiring  farther  concerning 
Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  that  the  Affemblie  fhould  not  proceed  in  any 
way  againft  him  while  the  Conference  were  abfolved.  The  Affemblie 
hath  ordeaned  the  faid  brethren  nominate  before  the  faid  reafoning,  with 
Mr  David  Lindfey,  John  Duncanfon,  and  William  Chriflefone,  to  on  wait 
upon  the  faid  Conference  the  morne  afternoon  ;  and  ficklike,  the  fame 
brethren  to  conceive  in  write  the  faid  Articles,  that  they  may  be  prefented 
to  the  faids  Commiffioners  after  the  AfTembly  hath  feen  them. 

As  concerning  Mr  Robert  Montgumerie  :  In  refpect  of  the  Kings 
Majefties  requeft,  the  Affemblie  fuperceeds  the  procefs  againft  him  while 
Wednefday  :  In  the  mean  time  ordeans  their  brethren,  John  Duncanfone 
and  John  Brand  to  crave  of  the  Kings  Majeftie,  that  as  the  Affemblie  hath 
delayed  their  proceedings  againft  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  fo  his  Grace  will 
luperceed  any  further  proceeding  with  him  concerning  the  Bifhopricke.  C] 

For  fameikle  as  be  the  great  and  many  divifiouns  and  deadly  feids 
ryfeing  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  realme,  not  only  is  the  Word  of  God 
and  true  religioun  burdenit  with  flanders,  but  alfo  the  comoun  weill 
enormelie  woundit  and  hurt ;  difcipline  and  all  good  ordour  confoundit ; 
brotherlie  charitie  and  amitie  alluterlie  contemnit,  to  the  greife  of  good 
mens  confcience  :  Heirfoir  the  Kirk  hes  ordainit  to  thair  lovit  brether, 
John  Durie,  Mrs  David  Lindefay,   Andro  Pol  wart,  Andro  Hay,  Thomas 
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Smeitoun,  the  Minifters  <>f  Air  and  [rwing,  to  travel!  in  the  Wefl  ;  J 
Lowfone,  John  Brand,  David  Lindefay,  to  travel!  betuixt  my  Lord  Gowrie 
ami  Oliphant ;  the  Lairds  of  Collnthie  and  Kinnaird,  the  Bailgie  <>f  Errol, 
Patrick  Adamfone,  William  Chryftefone,  and  Mr  James  Balfour,  to 
travel!  in  Angus,  betuixt  my  Lord  Craufurd  andGlames;  and  effectuoufly 
interveine  for  reconcileing  of  the  faids  parties,  and  vthers  Galling  out  in  all 
thir  quarters  :  requyring  them  in  the  name  of  God,  and  of  the  hail!  Kirk, 
to  live  in  vnitie  and  peace  with  vthers  as  brether  and  members  of  ane 
body,  and  not  to  give  occafioun,  be  thair  divilioun,  of  (lander,  and  oppin 
the  mouthes  of  the  enemies  to  burdein  [and  charge]  the  Evangel]  with 
calumnies,  as  they  will  thew  themfelves  [to  be]  the  Tonnes  of  peai 
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The  Kirk,  baith  for  provifioun  of  Nam  t  Androfe  and  vthers  burg] 
wanting  paftours,  hes  nominat  certaine  brether,  out  of  whole  number  lb 
manv  falbe  electit,  to  be  placit  in  the  (aids  rowmee,  whofe  names  follow.-  . 
Mrs  James  Craig,  Alexander  Hoome,  William  Rynd,  Georgi 
George  Pateribne,  Gilbert  Gairdin,  Alexander  Dunmure,  James  Hamil- 
toun,  James  Melvill,  James  Balfour,  Johne  Knox,  David  Lindefay, 
Thomas  Makgie,  Michael!  Cranftoun,  James  Anderfon,  and  William 
Achmoutie  :  ordaining  the  brether  that  knawis  any  vther  perfons  qua- 
lified tor  the  Miniilrie,  to  give  in  thair  name-  afternoone. 

Anent  the  corruptioun  of  burial!  within  the  towns  of  Sand  Androes  : 
The  Aflemblie  hes  ordainit,  [and  ordains]  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  to  put 
the  act  of  the  Kirk  to  executioun  aganis  the  perfons  thai   hes  contraveinit 

the  fame. 


Seffio  l  l  ■ 

[Anent  the  queftione,  which  hath  been  in  part  reaibned,  concerning  the 
marriage  of  Parties  divorced  for  adultrie  :]    The  hail!  brethren  are  admo- 
nished  to  obferve  the  act  made  already  anent  the  manage  'I    P 
divorced   for    adulterie,    vnder    the    paines   therin    conteinit,    qubill    the 
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queftioun  be  finallie  refolvit  vpon  be  the  advyfe  and  confent  of  the   haill 
Kirk. 

[Anent  the  conference  had  with  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Kings  Majef- 
tie,  concerning  the  Bifhops,  and  Articles  to  be  proponed  to  Parliament  : 
The  Affembly  appoints  Mr  David  Lindfey  and  Mr  Thomas  Smetone  to 
await  on  the  faid  anfwer  the  morne,  and  to  that  effect  to  pafs  doun  to  the 
Abbey  the  morne  at  9  hours.  C] 


.    Seffio  153- 

Anent  the  delyre  of  [their  brother,]  Mr  Walter  Balcanquell,  Minifter 
of  Edenburgh,  defyreand,  that,  according  to  the  Kings  Majefties  directioun 
to  the  Kirk,  his  accufatioun  may  be  lawfullie  tryed,  and  his  accufer  and 
witnes  broght  befor  ;  or  els,  feeing  he  fpake  nothing  but  publicklie  in  face 
of  the  haill  brethren,  that  they  fould  give  thair  judgement  and  deter- 
minatioun  in  the  matter  ;  fubmitting  him  alwayes  reverentlie  to  thair 
Wifdomes. 

The  brethren  prefent  ordained  [their  brethren,]  Mrs  Thomas  Smeitoun 
and  David  Lindefay,  to  paffe  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  and  fhew  thair  good 
will  to  have  the  matter  tryed  conforme  to  his  wryting ;  defyreing  for  that 
effect  of  his  Grace,  that  the  accufer,  with  his  two  witneffes,  may  be  broght 
befor  the  Kirk  ;  as  alfo,  if  it  be  his  Hienes  pleafure,  to  fend  fome  Com- 
miffioners from  the  Counfell,  to  fie  the  matter  rightlie  judgeit  and  pro- 
ceidit  in  be  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  Johne  Craig,  appeirand  of  Ramuf- 
craig,  and  Agnes  Irwing  his  fpous,  deiyreing  that  the  Commiffars  of 
Edenburgh  fould  be  requyrit  to  fuperfeid  the  caufe  of  Barbara  Keith  aganis 
them  befor  the  faid  Commiffars :  The  faids  Commiffars  being  pre- 
fent, the  Kirk  requyrit  them  in  this  particular,  as  alfo  in  vther  things  that 
appeirs  to  touch  the  jurifdictioun  of  the  Kirk,  that  on  na  wayis  they  pro- 
ceid  quhill  they  conferre  with  the  Pryour  of  Pettinweime,  Mrs  Robert 
Pont,  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  quho  fall  concurre  with  them  the  morne  at 
nyne  houres,  and  reafon  with  them  both  anent  thair  jurifdictioun  and  the 
jurifdi6lioun  of  the  Kirk,  that  neither  of  them  vfurp  vthers  jurifdictiouns  ; 
and  heirin  to  report  thair  judgement  to  the  Kirk  againe  ;  requeifting  alfo 
the  faids  Commiffars,   that,   dureing  the  dependance  of  this  conference, 
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no  farther  be  proceidit  in  the  laid  caufe  :    unto   the  quhilk  conference  the 
faid  ( lommiffars  aeeried. 


Seflio  16" 

[Ordeans  John  Smith  or  Pattrick  Gilefpie  to  warn  Mr  Robert  Mont- 
Sfomerie  to  be  prelent  the  morne  after  noone.   C] 

The  brethren  direct  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell,  reportit,  That 
lie  reafon  of  the  great  affaires  of  the  Kins  and  Counfell.   thei  could 

no  anfuer  of  Inch  things  as  they  were  directit  tor. 


Seflio  l?a 

rhe  Kirk  conientit  to  the  fupplicatioun  of  Alexander  Borthwick, 
Minifter  at  the  Kirk  of  Livingftoun,  quho  being  ane  achiall  minifler  and 
ofmeane  literature,  humblie  defyrit  the  Kirk  to  grant  him  licence  to  gang 
to  fome  Vniverfitie  within  this  countrey,  quher  hemayftudie  inTheologie, 

and  to  have  fonie  kirk  neir  adjacent  ther,  quher  lie  may  travel!  in  the 
minitlrie,  in  the  nieaiie  tyme  ;  lb  meiklc  the  rather  a-  he  he-  ohtainit  leive 
of  hi-  flocke,  quho  may  at  tin-  tyme  he  eafilie  provydit. 

Ordaines  Mr  David  Lindefay  to  palfe  to  the  Seffioun  of  Edenburgh 
and  defyre  them  to  declare,  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  land  any  errour,  dander, 
or  offence  in  the  fermoun  preached  he  Mr  Walter  Balcanquall,  vpon  W  ed- 
nilda\  was  aught  dayis, 

[Anent  the  defire  of  the  CommifTioner  of  Stirline,  denring  the  Affemblie 
to  he  careful!  to  provide  a  minillerand  pallor  to  the  Kirk  :  The  Affemblie 
directed  their  brethren,  the  Laird  of  Careltoune  and  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan, 

•   Mr  Kohert  Montgomerie,  to  crave  hi-  anfwer  in  writ,   If  he  will  remain 

minifter  i^i  Stirline,  or  not,  and  to  compear  before  the  Affemblie,  if  he  may, 
prefently  :  who  returning  with  hi-  anfwer,  Declaired  he  was  l\iiiLr  in  bis 
bed,   a-  he  alledged,   Gck,  and  if  the  Commiflloner  of  Stirline  will  c< 

to    him,    he  lliall    give    them    anfwer:      A-    t<>    an  an'.'u  i  r   in  write    to    the 

delire  of  the  Affemblie,  anfwered,  He  received  no  ordinance  in  writ. 
Immediately  hereafter  were  difpatcht  unto  him  from  the  Affemblie,  the 
fame  brethren  with  ane  ordinance  from  the  Affemblie  in  writ,   chare 
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him  abfolutly  to  anfwer,  If  he  will  abide  in  the  charge  of  the  faid  miniftrie 
in  the  Kirk  of  Stirling,  or  not,  under  the  pain  of  diflbbedience  if  he 
refufed. 


Seffio  18a- 

The  brethren  dire6t  to  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  with  the  ordinance  of 
the  AfFembly,  returned  his  anfwer,  That  his  place  in  the  miniftrie  of  the 
Kirk  of  Stirline  was  be  the  Kirk,  and  for  his  part,  if  it  pleafed  the  Kirk, 
he  is  content  to  leave  the  fame ;  howbeit  he  be  not  content  to  leave  the 
miniftrie  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  craveing  of  the  Kirk,  that  he  may  have  their 
good  will  therein,  and  of  his  flock.  Herewith  alio  they  prefented  in  the 
faid  Mr  Robert  fiis  name,  the  tenour  of  a  fermon  preached  be  him,  as  ane 
anfwer  in  effect  to  all  the  accuiationes  being  given  in  be  Mr  Andrew 
Melvil  againil  him  ;  which  being  read,  and  conlidered  :  To  the  firfl  part 
concerning  his  flock,  The  Affemblie  anfwered,  They  would  give  him  no 
licence  to  leave  the  Kirk  of  Stirline  ;  commanding  him  to  remain  with  his 
flock  there,  while  he  be  removed  be  the  Generali  AfTemblie,  under  the 
pain  of  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk.  C] 

Anent  the  accufatiouns  given  in  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  Principall  of 
the  New  Colledge  of  Sanet  Androes,  againil  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie, 
Minifler  of  Striveling  ;  and  his  anfuer  made  therto  verbo  befor,  and  givin 
in  this  afternoon  in  his  name  :  The  Kirk  being  refolvit  therwith,  admitts 
to  the  laid  Mr  Andro  his  probatioun,  the  contents  of  the  faid  articles,  af- 
iigning  to  him  the  morne  to  prove  the  l'amein  ;  and  ordaines  the  officer  of 
the  Kirk  to  warne  Mr  Robert  to  compeir  the  morne,  at  ten  houres,  in  the 
Affemblie,  to  heir  witnes  and  probatioun  receivit. 

[Anent  the  accufatione  layed  againft  Mr  Walter  Balcanqual,  one  of  the 
M millers  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh,  for  alledged  uttering  and  fpeaking  of 
certaine  words  in  his  late  fermon  in  the  pulpit  thereof,  charging,  as  was 
alledged,  the  Kings  Majefties  culine,  Efme  Duke  of  Lennox,  with  fundry 
things  importing  very  highly  the  eflate  of  the  religione,  whereof  the  par- 
ticular report  was  made  be  James  Melvil,  a  Gentleman  of  his  Majefties 
Chamber,  in  face  of  the  full  Affemblie,  and  bearer  of  his  Hienes  letter,  be 
credit  given  to  him  thereby  &c.  :  C]  The  haill  AfTemblie  being  of  good 
mynd  and  weill  affedtionat  to  try  the  points  of  the  accufatioun  givin  in  be 
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James  Melyill,  Gentillman  of  bis  Majefties  Chamber,  in  name  of  the  Duke 
of  Lennox;  and  haying  diverfe  tymes  travellit  with  his  Majeilie,  that  the 
rule  of  (In-  Apoftle  i'onld  be  keipit  to  thair  brother,  and  the  accufer,  with 
his  twa  witneffes,  brocht  befor ;  as  lykewayes,  thai  hia  Majeftie  wa\d 
direct,  fome  Commiflioners  from  bis  Counfell,  to  vnderfland  heirin  the  jufl 
proceedings  of  the  Kirk  :  quherin  feeing  no  effect  of  thair  lute,  jet,  foi 
fatiffactioun  of  the  Kings  Majeilie,  and  removing  all  the  Qander  that  may 
arife  heirby,  firft  direct  certaine  Commiflioners  from  the  hail]  Affemblie  to 
the  particular  Kirk  of  Edinburgh,  quherofthe  faid  Mr  Walter  is  minifler, 
requyring  of  them,  It",  in  the  laid  fermoun,  quhilk  was  epon  Wednefdaj 
was  aught  dayis,  they,  or  any  of  them,  had  found,  [or  finds,]]  any  word 
fpokin  quhilk  was  erroneous,  Qanderous,  or  offenfive  :  Whofe  anfuer  being 
;  1 1 1  be  ane  brother  of  thair  Seffion,  That  they  had  heard  nothing  fpo- 
ken  be  him  therin,  that  was  cither  erroneous,  Qanderous,  or  offenfive,  bol 
jo.nl  and  found  doctrine,  quherofthey  defyril  the  approbation  of  the  hail! 
Kirk  conveinit  :  The  haill  Aflemblie,  voteing  particularlie  in  this  m  . 
hnt  any  contradictioun,  declarit,  That  they  nor  nane  of  them  land  or  finds 
.m\  lank  in  the  faid  fermoun,  nothing  fpokin  therin  that  conteinit  either 
errour,  Qander,  or  jufl  offence,  bol  folid,  good  and  true  doctrine  ;  praifing 
therin  God,  and  juftifieing  thair  brother  of  that  accufatioun  quherwith  he 
is  chargeit. 


Seflio  in 

Anent  thejurifdictioun  of  the  Commiffariat  of  Edinburgh,  and  quherin 
they  middle  with  the  jurifdictioun  of  the  Kirk:  Seeing  the  matter  hes 
takin  fome  reafoning  betuixt  the  [fame]  brethren  appoints  and  the  [fame; 
Commiflars,  and  farther  reafoning  jet  requyrit,  the  Kirk  ordaines  Mrs 
David  Lindiay,  Robert  Pont,  James  Lowfone,  with  the  Pryour  of  Pitten- 
weime,  to  travel]  in  the  conference  of  this  matter,  and  alio  vpon  the  parti- 
cular of  Barbara  Keith,  with  inch  diligence  as  i-  pofiible,  and  to  draw  the 
reafoning  to  fome  point,  quherof  the  Kirk  ma]  be  informed  at  the  next 
Affemblie. 

[The  lame    day  coiiijieired    James    ChHholme,     .Mailer    Honlllold    to    the 

Kings  Majeilie,  and,  in  his  Hienes  name,  deiiring  the   Aflemblii 

tinue  all  further  proceeding  againfl   Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  while  three 
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or  four  of  the  Kirk  fliould  confer  with  the  Counfel,  at  what  time  the  Af- 
lemblie  fliould  think  good  ;  not  that  his  Majeftie  wes  to  trouble  any  good 
order  of  the  Kirk,  but  that  it  might  be  done  be  their  favour  and  good  will : 
To  the  which  defire  the  Affembly  promifed  to  give  anfvver  be  their  brethren 
which  they  fliould  dire<5t  to  that  effe6t,  andordeaned  Mr  Thomas  Smetone, 
Mr  David  Lindfey,  Mr  James  Lawfon,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Alexan- 
der Arbuthnet,  to  pals  to  his  Majeftie  at  afternoone,  to  give  anfwer,  in 
name  of  the  AflTembly,  that  they  condefcend  to  delay  proceeding  againft  the 
laid  Mr  Robert,  with  the  conditions  following,  viz.,  That  Mr  Robert 
Montgomerie  fliould  no  wayes  attempt  farder  concerning  the  acceptatione 
of  the  Biihoprick  of  Glafgow  ;  and  that  his  Majeftie  will  not  trouble  nor 
ufe  farder  procefs  againft  any  of  the  brethren  for  his  admiflione  ;  and  laft, 
that  the  liberty  of  the  Kirk  be  not  prejudged,  but  the  judgment  of  the  faid 
Mr  Robert  and  his  caufe  to  pertain  unto  them  ;  farder,  if  conference  fhali 
be  required,  to  reafon  and  conferr  hereanent,  and  to  report  again  to  the 
Affemblie.  Attour  appoints  the  faid  Mr  David  and  John  Durie  to  com- 
municat  to  his  Grace  the  great  feeds  and  diforder  in  all  the  countrie,  and 
to  delire  order  to  be  put  thereto  ;  as  alfwa  concurrance  of  fome  of  his 
Commiffioners  with  luch  as  the  AflTembly  will  deput  on  their  part,  to  treat 
amity  and  reconciliations  betwixt  parties.  C] 


Seflio  20a- 

The  brethren  lent  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  with  the  articles  of  accufatioun 
givin  in  agains  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  returnit  his  Majefties  anfuer  ; 
That  he  had  receivit  them  verie  thankful; ie,  and  was  content  that  the  ac- 
cufatioun had  proceidit  againft  him  as  Minifter  :  farther,  that,  in  the  heids 
of  religioun,  he  aggried  from  his  heart  with  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  ;  albeit  in 
fome  heids  of  the  Policie  he  was  not  git  refolvit :  [attour  as  concerning 
the  provilione  of  the  Miniftrie,  he  fliould  hold  hand  thereto.     C] 

The  Generall  AfTemblie  gives  thair  full  power  and  commiflioun  to  thair 
Right  Honorable  and  lovit  brether,  the  Laird  of  Braid,  Andro  Ker  of 
Fawdounfyde,  Mr  Thomas  Craig,  Advocat,  and  John  Johnftoun,  Com- 
miffioners for  Edenburgh,  the  Froveft  of  Dundee,  Alexander  Scrymgeour 
ther,  Alexander  Rutherfuird,  Commillioner  of  Aberdeine,  Henry  Adam- 
lone,   Commiflioner  of  Perth,   Robert  Lichtoun,  Commiffioner  of  Mon- 
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trois,  the  Minifters  of  the  Kings  houfe,  the  Minifters  of  Edenburgh,  Mr. 
Robert  Pont,  David  Lindefay,  Andro  1  Ia\ ,  Andro  Melvill,  Thomaa 
Smeitoun,  Patrick  Adamfone,  George  Hay,  David  Fergufone,  Adame 
Johnftoun,  James  Carmichaell,  Johne  Brand,  or  any  aught  of  them,  to  pre- 
Cent,  [with  all  due  reverence  and  fubmiifioune,]  to  the  Lords  of  the  Arti- 
cle-; of  tin'  Parliament,  fuch  heids,  articles  and  fupplicatiouns  as  arc  givin 
to  thembethe  Kirk;  [humbly requiring,  in  the  name  of  the  Aflemblie,  the 
(amine  to  be  conlidered,  and  laws  and  conltitutiones  to  pais  thereupon  ;  and, 
to  tins  effect,  to  travail  effectuouflie  with  the  Kings  Majeftie,  Elates  and 
Lords  foresaids,  and  to  treat,  reafon,  and  conferr thereupon,  ifneid  bej  a- 
alio,  it'  it  (hall  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  appoint  any  reafoning  concerning  the 
heids  of  the  Policie,  betwixl  and  the  ni\t  Aflemblie,  to  diipute,  reaibn, 
treat  and  conferr  thereupon,  if  neid  he,  in  name  of  the  Aflemblie,  with  fuch 
9  his  Ilienes  lli  ill  name  to  that  effect  ;  and  what  herein  (hall  he  proceeded, 
to  report  again  to  the  nixt  Allembly  :  tirnie  and  liable  holding  and  for  to 
hold  what  their  laid  brethren  in  the  premifes,  or  any  eight  of  them,  had 
he  done. 

According  to  the  Act  of  the  Aflemblie  made  before  noone,  compeired 
.Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  and  (hew  he  had  l'nminoned  Mr  Robert  Mont- 
gomerie at  the  houfe  of  William  Montgomerie  in  this  tonne,  where  he 
lodges,  where  he  left  a  copy,  becaufe  he  could  not  apprehend  him  perfon- 
allv  ;   and  (ought  him  in  the  Abbey,  and  conld  not  apprehend  him.   C] 

The  Kirk  ordainit  Mr  Andro  Melvill  to  produce  his  witnefles  in  bis 
accufation  againft  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  ;  quho  inilantlie  produceit 
Mr  Robert  Darroch,  Minuter  at  Drunie,  Mr  David  Weymis,  John  Craig, 
Patrick  Adamfone,  Johne  Ilcwfone,  Richart Wright,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Jam  is  Carmichaell.  All  thir  witnefles  being  fworne  and  admittit,  the 
Kirk,  notheles,  that  the  laid  Mr  Robert  Could  not  thinke  him  defraud;' 
any  laufull  defence  in  his   abfence,   refervit  any  objectioun  he  h  inis 

the  pei-fon-  of  the  faids  witnefles,    in  cace  he  coi  1  a   Monday  at   ten 

houres;    and  ordainit  the  (aid  Mr  Robert,  becaufe  of  his  departing  of  this 

tvne,  to  he  inilantlie  t-x.uiiiii.it  he  David  Fergufone,  William  Chriftefone, 
dame-  Balfour,  Johne  Porterfeild,  the  Lairds  Fawdounfyde  and  <  un, 

Mr  Paul  Frafer,  or  any  thrie  ^i'  them  ;  and  his  depofltioun  to  be  put  in 
wryte,  and  reportit  to  the  Aflemblie:  and  as  for  farther  probatioun,  if 
the  laid  Mr  Andro  will  take  any  vther  tyme,  ordainit  him  to  warne  Mr 
Robert  therto. 

3  /. 
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Seflio  21a- 

Anent  the  provifioun  of  the  Kirk  of  San6t  Androes  of  a  Paftour  :  The 
Kirk  hes  thocht  it  meitt  that  the  Pryour  and  towne  of  Sanct  Androes 
nominat  ane  of  the  brether  quhom  they  have  beft  lyking  of,  to  ferve  the 
cure,  and  to  propone  him  vnto  the  Minifters  of  the  Kings  Houfe,  the 
Minifters  of  Edenburgh,  Mrs  David  Lindefay,  Johne  Brand,  Adame 
Johnftoun,  David  Fergufone,  Andro  Melvill,  William  Chriftefone,  the 
Lairds  of  Braid,  Pilrige,  Lundie,  and  Colluthie ;  to  quhom,  or  any  aucht 
of  them,  the  Kirk  gives  commiflioun  to  give  affent  in  thair  name  thereto, 
and  to  place  him  ther  ;  provydeing  they  find  no  lawfull  impediment  that 
may  flay  the  placeing  ther,  or  that  they  be  not  of  ane  of  the  Colledges 
quhom  the  Kirk  exeimis  for  confideratiouns  therfrom  :  And  ficklyke, 
that,  with  thair  advyce,  the  Minifler  prefentit  may  be  liifficientlie  provydit ; 
as  als  his  Kirk,  querfrom  he  is  takin,  be  alio  ftaikit. 


Seilio  22a- 

Ordaines  a  fupplicatioun  to  be  made  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Lords 
of  the  Articles,  That  no  A6ls  be  paft  in  Parliament,  repugnant  to  the  true 
Word  of  God,  and  namelie  concerning  Bifchops,  with  fliarp  admonitiouns 
therin,  to  be  pennit  be  Mrs  Thomas  Smeitoun  and  Andro  Melvill ;  and 
the  fame  to  be  prefentit  with  the  Articles  the  morne,  at  aucht  houres,  be 
Mrs  James  Lowfone,  Andro  Melvill,  Andro  Hay,  David  Lindfay,  Thomas 
Smeitoun  and  Johne  Brand. 

[Anent  the  Elderfliips  of  Dalkeith  and  Melrofe  already  eftablifhed  : 
The  Kirk  approves  the  iame.  C] 


Seffio  23*- 

The  Affemblie  gives  full  power  and  commiffioun  to  [their  brethren  of]  the 
Prefbyterie  of  Striveling  to  iiimmound  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  Minifler 
ther,  befor  them,  and  to  try  and  examine  his  lyfe  and  converfatioun,  and 
accufatiouns  [to  be]  givin  in  theranent,  with  all  [good  and]  poflible  dili- 
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.  and  quhat  they  find  tin  Tin,  to  reporl  to  the  nixt  Synodal]  Aflemblie 
•  i  Lauthiane,  to  quhom  the  Aflemblie  gives  power  to  proceid  again!)  him, 
according  to  the  tryall  and  procefs  deduceil  befor  the  laid  Prefbyterie, 
vnder  the  paine  of  difobedience  :  Sicklyke,  charges  the  laid  Mr  Robert 
tn  continue  in  the  miniftrie  of  the  Kirk  of  Striveling,  and  not  to  middle  with 
,m\  \  ther  office  orfun&ioun  in  the  Kirk,  namely,  in  afpyring  [  or  attempting  j 
to  the  Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,  aganis  the  Word  of  God  and  acTis  "I"  the 
Kirk,  or  [to  trouble  or  ]  \  exe  any  of  hi-;  brether  to  admitt  him  thereto,  \  nder 
the  paine  of  excommunicatioun  to  be  layil  againfl  bim:  quhervnto  if  he 
diffobey,  after  tryall  takin  of  bis  diflbbedience  be  the  [aid  Prefbyterie,  the 
fentence  of  excommunication  i<>  be  execute  againfl  him  be  them,  with 
advyce  and  concurrence  of  Johne  Durie,  David  Fergufone,  Johne  Duncan- 
rone,  and  Johne  Dykis  ;  and  this  charge  to  be  intimat  be  the  Moderatour 
of  the  Aflemblie  to  the  laid  Mr  Robert,  thai  he  pretend  no  ignorance 
thereof. 
[The  brethren  appointed  to  pen  the  (upplicatione  to  the  Kim:-  Majeftie 

and   Lords  of    Article-,     |>reiented  the  lame  to  the    Aflemblie  :      Being   jmh- 

[ickly  red  and  allowit.  were  thoffhf  srood  to  he  L.rivcu  in.  Immediately  'he 
brethren  were  direct  to  prefent  the  fame,  with  the  articles  :  The  lenour 
quherof  is  Dot  fett  downe  in  the  originall.  C.  &  B.] 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXII. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  conveinit  at  San6l  Androes  in  the  New 
Colledge  Schooles,  the  24  of  Apryle  1582  :  Quher  ther  was  pre- 
fent  Commiffioners. 


Seflio  la- 

[Exhortatioun  beand  made  be  Mr  John  Craig :  Leits,  Mrs  Andro 
Melvill,  David  Lindf'ay,  David  Fergufone.  The  faid  Mr  Andro,  be 
pluralitie  of  votis,  was  chofin  Moderatour  hac  vice  ;  who,  for  expeditione 
of  matters  to  be  handled  in  this  Affemblie,  defired  certane  brethren  to  be 
nominat  Affeffours,  to  conveen  with  him  at  extraordinar  hours,  to  break  up 
matters  to  be  proponed  to  the  whole  brethren,  without  prejudice  any  wife  to 
the  libertie  of  this  Affemblie.  At  his  defire  were  nominat  Mr  Johne  Craig, 
Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Andro  Hay,  Mr  David  Lindeiay,  Mr  Robert 
Pont,  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Mr  Andro  Polwart,  Mr  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  my  Lord  Reclor,  the  Lairds  of  Lundie,  Mer- 
chinftoun,  Braid,  Pilrige,  Elphinftoun,  Kynninmonth,  Johne  Johnftoun, 
Commiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  to  conveen  daylie,  at  feven  hours  in  the 
morning,  and  two  after  noone,  and  fo  continue  during  this  Affem- 
blie. C.  &  B.] 
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[Anent  the  conftitutione  of  the    Prelbytries  which  wire  committed 
ertane  brethren  in  the  laft  Aflemblie:     To  the  effect  the  brethren  mighl 
underiland  what  diligence  hath  been  ufed  in   the  erectione  of  the   Elder- 
thips,  the  names  of  the  perfona  having  commiffione  therto  were  read,  and 
they  being  called,  fo  many  as  were  prefent,  made  their  report  a->  follows: 

Mr    Alexander    Arbnthnet,    being    one    of  the   brethren   named   to   the 
conftitutione  of  the  Elderfhips  in  Aberdeen  and  Bamf,  declared,  That  th<  j 
had  entered  to  the  confideratione  of  the  bounds  where  Prefbytries   mighl 
moll  conveniently  be  had,  and  had   drawn  as  it  were  the  linear:; 
their  labour;  but  as  vet  had  not  perfyted  the  fame. 

For   Merns :       Patrick    Bonkle  anfwered,     1!  i  creeled   then 

rie  of  Minifters,  but  not  i  of  any  Gentlemen  or  ! 

For  Angus:  William  Chriftefone  reported,  That  there  was  ane  Elder- 
Ihip  erected  in  Montrofe,  another  in  Brechin,  the  third  I ■  1  Dundee,  but 
not  long  Gnce  ;  and  therefore  as  yet  they  had  holden  no  Aflemblie. 

And  Cor  Perth,   Stratherne,   Dnnkeld  :     Anfwered,    They  wen 

ed.     C] 

[Anent  Falkland  :    Becaufe  of  the  raritic  of  Minifters,  there  Ix-inur  there 
but  thrie,   quhairof  ane  was   found    Qanderous,   it  was   anfuerit,   That   the 
brethren  could  ellahlilh  no  Elderfhip  ther  ;  hut  they  thoght  meitteft,  quhill 
God  increafe  the  number  of  preachers  ther,   that  thair  refbrt  fould    1 
Sancl  Androes,  if  the  Aflemblie  thocht  it  expedient. 

The  Aflemblie,  willing  that  the  Kirk  there  he  not  deftitute  of  discipline 
ami  good  order,  ordaines  thefe  of  Falkland  Elderfhip,  be  w<  ll  Levin,  to 
refbrt  to  Dumfermling,  ami  t<<  lie  under  the  Elderfhip  thereof;  and 
thefe  that  are  he  eift,  to  Sanet  Androes,  vnto  the  tyme  it  pleaf  (i 
give  commoditie  of  Minifters  and  Elders,  that  the]  may  bare  their  awin 
Elderfchip. 

For  Sancl  Androes:  It  \...-  reported,  That  ane  Elderfchip  i->  begun  al- 
readie,  of  Paftours  and  Teacfa  I  of  thefe  that  h<  -  n<  I  the  curi 

teaching.     C.  &  B.  1 

'or  Linlithgow  and  Tweddail  :    It  was  anfwered    . 

•r . f « m  1  f > 1 1 r rj- 1 1  :     Not  erected. 
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As  to  Kyle,  Carrict,  Cunninghame  :  Mr  John  Young-  reported  two 
Elderfhips  to  be  eflablifhed,  one  in  Irvine,  and  another  in  Air  ;  but  in  Car- 
rie!, none  throughly  erected. 

None  Avere  prefent  to  declare  what  was  done  in  Cathnes,  Rofs,  Suther- 
land, or  Murrey. 


Seffio  3»- 

Anent  the  doubts  and  articles  given  in  be  certane  brethren,  concerning 
the  matter  of  Prefbytries  :  The  Atfemblie  appointed  their  brethren,  Mr 
John  Craig,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  and  Mr  Patrick 
Adamfon,  to  fight  the  fame,  and  give  their  judgment  thereupon  to  the 
Avhole  AfTemblie.  C] 

Forfameikle  as  notwithftanding  of  diverfe  godly  acls  and  proclamatiouns 
fett  out  be  the  Kings  Majeftie,  as  a6ts  and  conllitutions  made  be  the  Kirk, 
againlt  Papifts  reforting  within  the  Countrey  from  beyond  fea  j  get,  from 
tyme  to  tyme,  ther  arryves  lindrie  profefling  plaine  papiltrie,  be  moyen  of  the 
maiflers  and  owners  of  fchips  receiving  them  in  thair  vefchells,  and  tranf- 
porting  them  in  thir  parts,  vnknowin  either  to  Magiflrat  or  Kirk  ;  quher- 
throw  no  juft  tryall  could  be  had  of  them  :  For  remeid  therof,  the  haill 
Kirk  hes  vottit  and  thocht  meitt,  That,  in  tyme  comeing,  all  mailers  and 
owners  of  fchips,  arryveing  within  quhatl'omevir  port  of  this  realm, 
ftrangers  and  paflingers,  fall,  immediatlie  after  thair  arryval,  prefent  thair 
names  to  the  Magiilrate  and  Seflioun  of  the  Kirk  of  the  townes  and  ports 
quher  they  arryve,  to  the  effect  that  the  knowledge  may  be  had  if  they 
have  inbrocht  any  papifts,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunication  and  cen- 
fures  of  the  Kirk  to  be  execute  againft  them  j  and  this  aci  publicklie  to 
be  intimate  be  the  Minifters  of  the  faids  townes  and  ports,  to  the  effect 
that  no  ignorance  be  pretendit  heirof :  And  ficklyke,  that  liipplicatioun 
be  made  to  the  Magiftrats  of  the  faids  townes  and  ports,  That  they  will 
give  charge  and  commandment  to  all  mailers  end  owners  of  fliips  within 
thair  bounds,  that  they  receive  no  papifts  within  thair  mips  or  vefchells, 
to  tranfport  to  this  country  ;  and  in  cace  any  be  receivit,  to  prefent  thair 
names  immediatlie  after  thair  arryvall  to  the  faids  Magiftrates  and  Kirk, 
that  ordour  may  be  takin  with  them,  vnder  fuch  ftraite  paines  and  acls  as 
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thei  can  befl  devyfe;   as  thej  will   declare   themielves  zealous   of   God 
glorie,  and  promoters  of  the  Word  of  his  Sonne  Jefus  Chryft. 


Seffio  i 

The  Kirk  ordaines  t lu'  Elderl'chip  of  Dumfermling  to  call  befor  them 
Robert  Aittoun  of  Incheheruy,  [Inchderny?]  to  give  confeffioun  of  his 
faitb  ;  and  if  be  refufes,  to  proceid  againfl  bim  according  to  the  Kings 
proclamatioun  and  afifcs  of  the  Kirk. 

Porfameikle  a^  the  Kirk  ynderftands,  that  ther  is  certaine  papifts  in 
Camphire,  that  nol  only  troubles  the  congregatioun  of  the  Scottilh 
natioun,  but  alio  the  Fleimingis;  and  will  not  fubmitl  themfelves  to  the 
cenfures  of  the  Kirk,  be  reafon  of  thair  alledgit  power  :  heirfor  the  baill 
Kirk  of  Scotland,  in  ane  voyce,  gives  thair  full  power  and  commiilioun  to 
the  Minifter  of  Campheire,  to  proceid  againfl  them,  as  they  might  dm- 
therin  themfelves,  requeifting  alio  the  Confervatour  to  hald  hand  vnto  the 
lv irk,  that  ordour  may  he  had  againfl  them. 

[Anent  the  ordinance  made  in  the  iail  Affemblie,  concerning  the  ex 
tione  of  the  Kings  Majefties  proclamatione  againfl  papilla,  and  namely 
againfl  the  Mailer  of  Gray  :  The  Aflemblie,  after  informatione  of  the 
brethren  of  Edinburgh,  how  far  they  had  proceed  with  him  there,  and  of 
bis  offer  to  fubferive  the  Confeffione  of  his  faith,  which  the)  would  not 
receive  before  he  had  participal  "I  the  Supper  of  the  Lord,  which  he  alio 
promifed,  and  be  his  letter  lately  renewed  to  .Mr  James  Lawfone,  ordeanes 
.,-  before,  the  commiffione  given  to  the  Elderfhip  of  Dundee  concerning 
him,  to  be  put  in  executione  in  all  points  he  them,  according  to  the  tenor 
therof,  with  all  convenient  diligence. 

Anent  the  Lady  Athol :  The  Affembly  orde  .  underflanding  the 
great  travels  taken  with  her,  Mr  William  Glafs  to  proceed  to  the  cenfures 
of  the  Kirk  againfl  her,  in  (al.-  (he  gave  nol  ne^  obedience,  prayers 
ceeding  three  feverall  Sabboths,  under  the  pain  of  deprivatione  of  the 
laid  Mr  William  from  In-  office  and  function*  in  the  miniftry ;  and  Gck- 
lyke,  to  charge  her  to  remove  from  her  company  all  ex.com  oiunicat  per* 
Ions  and  papifts.  And,  generally,  as  to  other  papifts  within  the  real  me  : 
ng  fmall  diligence  ufed  be  the  whole  brethren,  in  executione  of  the 
aft  forefaid,  the  Aflfemblj  yet,  in  the  name  of<  all  Elderfl 
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where  they  are  already  eftablifhed,  and  all  Minifters,  where  Elderfliips  are 
not  yet  erected,  to  proceed  againft  them,  conforme  to  the  Kings  proclama- 
tion and  acts  of  the  Kirk,  as  the  faid  Elderfliips  will  anfwer  to  God,  the 
Kings  Majeftie,  and  the  Kirk,  and  the  faids  Minifters,  under  the  pains 
conteaned  in  the  act  made  of  before. 

For  anfwering  the  bills  :  The  Affemblie  hath  nominat  their  brethren, 
Mr  Adam  Johnftoune,  Mr  James  Carmichel,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifli,  Mr 
James  Balfour,  Mr  James  Melvil,  Patrick  Gilefpie,  and  John  Johnftoune, 
to  conveene,  at  fix  hours  in  the  morning,  in  the  Affemblie  place  to  that 
effect.     C] 


Seffio  5a- 

[Compeired  Mr  Mark  Ker,  my  Lord  of  Requeifts,  directed  from  the 
Kings  Hienes  with  his  letter,  and  a  certane  Conference  which  was  had  in 
Edinburgh,  betwixt  certaine  of  the  Counfel  and  of  the  Kirk,  and  defired 
anfwer  therto  in  write,  conforme  to  his  Majefties  writing :  which  being 
read  with  the  faid  Articles  and  Conference,  the  brethren  continued  to 
give  anfwer  thereto,  till  the  lighting  thereof,  and  advifing  therewith 
afternoone.  C.  &  B.] 


[Followeth  the  Tenour  of  his  Graces  Letter. 

Traill  Friends,  We  greet  you  heartily.  Ye  remember,  in  our  late  Par- 
liament, there  is  ane  act  pall,  anent  the  provifione  of  Minifters,  and  cer- 
taine ftipends  for  them,  at  all  parifh  Kirks,  and  appointing  Commiflioners 
for  ordering  thereof;  as  alfo  fome  of  the  articles  given  in  be  the  Miniftrie, 
and  committed  to  the  confideratione  and  order  of  certaine  Commiflioners 
nominat  be  our  act  of  Parliament :  And  finding  it  needfull,  that  the  faid 
acts  fhould  have  executione,  and  that,  if  it  were  not  done  in  due  time,  the 
order  could  not  take  effect  the  next  year,  but  continue  in  the  ftate  prefent, 
to  the  great  mifcontentment  of  many,  We  conveened  fome  of  your  number 
lately  at  Edinburgh,  and  caufed  certane  of  our  Counfel  confer  with  them 
for  the  better  underftanding  of  our  meaning,  and  that  yee  all  might  be  the 
better  certified  thereof,  at  this  your  Affemblie,  wherethrough  the  work  in- 
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tended  might  proceed,  and  take  effecl  at  the  firfl  day  of  November  nixt, 
to  tin'  removing  of  the  pr»  lent  diforder  and  confufione,  and  [atiffadtione 
of  all  perfona  having  intrefs,  as  accord-  of  equitie  and  reafon,  as  be  the 
fumme  of  that  whereupon  they  conferred,  we  doubt  not  yee  have  under- 
il.md  ;  the  copy  whereof  We  have  alio  delivered  to  this  bearer,  touching 
the  making  of  a  new  tonne  of  that  Aifignatione  lor  the  Miniftrie,  which 
thall  take  effecl;  at  the  firfl  day  of  November.  Albeit  large  pains  have 
been  taken  thereanenl  ;  ret  can  it  not  he  put  in  Inch  order  a-  weiv  feemlj 
to  he  divulgate,  while  certain  of  the  advices,  and  anfwers  of  \  our  brethren 
\et  wanting,  he  returned,  as,  namely,  from  Cathnefs,  Elgine,  Bamf,  kin- 
cairden,  and  bounds  adjacent  to  Strabogie,  Dunkeld,  Creif,  Falkland, 
Edinburgh,  Dalkeith,  rladdintoune,  Dunce,  Kelfo,  Melrofe,  Peebles,  Big- 
gar,  Lanerk,  Glafgow,  Dumbartan,  Irving,  Mynniboile,  Dumfries,  Pen- 
pout,  Lochmabben,  and  Annand  ;  and  alio,  while  it  he  refolved  from  the 
Aflemblie,  what  is  thought  meet,  and  concluded,  anent  the  Readers  in 
general]  ;  and,  fpecially,  annent  Viccarages  that  are  given  and  provi  led  I  o 
Readers  for  their  lifetime  ;  and,  laft,  touching  the  inequalitie  of  Stipends, 
fome  having  victual  allowed  at  a  fmall  price,  and  others,  of  the  mom  \  af- 
Ggned,  conftrained  to  buy  the  victual  at  the  higher!  prices  :  Which  points 
with  the  other  conferred  upon,  being  once  fpecialy  confidered,  the  form  of 
Aflignatione  for  the  nixt  year,  may  he  made  the  meikle  more  ealilj  ;  ami 
the  Articles  referred  he  the  eftates  to  the  Cominiflloncrs,  anfwered,  and 
made  in  Laws,  as  appi  artemth.  \\  hereanent  Looking  for  your  certaine 
and  direct  refolutione  at  this  time,  wherethrough  the  work  may  proi 
how  loon  conveniently  may  lie,  commit-  you  in  the  protectione  of  God. 

At  Stirline,  the  ni  day  of  Aprile  L582. 
Sic  Subfcribitur 

.lame-   R.       C. 


The  tenOUT  of  the]   Article-  from  hi-   Majeilie. 

l.  Quhither  thinke  ye  that  all  benefices  rnder  Prelacies,  newlie  provydil 
fince  the  Kings  coronatioun,  Could  pay  any  thrid,  or  do  thrid. 

■J.  If  fome  fould  pay  thrid,  and  fome  none,  What  fould  he  the  difference 
[and  diftin&ione.  ] 

Sould  not  all  benefices  prefentit  to  Minifters  and  Reiddars  befor  th 

1    A 
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firft  day  of  November  1581,  be  allowit  in  thair  geirs  flipends  from  the 
fame  day  to  the  firft  day  of  November  1582  ;  and  if  ge  think  that  ther 
falbe  any  difference  [or  diftin6tione]  be  reafon  of  the  annat,  or  vther- 
wayes,  that  ye  declare  it. 

4.  Sould  not  all  perfons  prefentit  and  admittit  to  the  benefices  in  this 
time,  be  placeit  in  the  booke  of  Modificatioun,  as  Minifters  or  Reidars  [to] 
the  Kirks  belangand  to  the  lame  benefices. 

5.  Aught  fuch,  being  Minifters,  as  hes  fufficient  ecclefiafticall  livings  of 
thair  awin,  be  reafon  of  benefices  quhervnto  they  are  provydit  for  thair 
lyfetymes,  take  flipends  to  ferve  at  vther  kirks. 

6.  Think  ge  it  not  convenient,  That  the  reports  anfwering  the  Kings 
Majefties  letter,  fend  over  all  this  realme,  [this  laft  fummer,]  falbe  fein  and 
conlidderit  at  this  tyme,  for  the  better  underftanding  of  the  eftate  of  the 
Kirks,  and  to  fie  how  many  of  the  fame  reports  are  in  in  gour  awin  hand  ; 
for  fo  many  as  the  Clerk  Regifter  hes,  falbe  ready  and  patent. 

7.  That  ge  let  us  underftand,  Quhat  ge  have  thocht  meitt  and  concludit 
anent  the  Reidars  in  generall,  and  fpeciallie,  Reidars  that  are  prefentit  to 
Vicarages  for  thair  lyfetymes. 

8.  Think  ge  it  reafon,  That  any  provydit  to  the  title  of  a  benefice,  and 
ferving  as  minifter  and  reidar  at  the  onlie  kirk  belonging  to  the  fame  bene- 
fice, fall  have  any  maner  of  allowance  or  ftipend  nor  the  rent  of  the  felfe 
fame  benefice. 

9.  Quhat  thinke  ge  moft  ready  and  polfible  [moyen]  to  fuftaine  [the 
Minifter  of]  the  Colledge  Kirks. 

10.  To  quhom  think  ge  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  the  lawit  patrons  fould 
dire6t  their  prefentations,  for  admitting'  of  qualified  perfons  to  the  benefices 
that  vaikes  be  the  deceife  of  fuch  perfons  as  pofTeft  them  ;  and  that  ge  will 
name  the  perfons  in  fpeciall. 

11.  Seing  the  dearth  of  vicluall  makes  great  inequalitie  of  flipends,  fome 
having  vicluall  allowit  for  a  merk  or  xx  fliillings,  and  vthers,  of  that  filver 
confignit  to  them,  conftrainit  to  buy  at  5  or  6,  or  fometymes  7  marks  the 
boll ;  Were  it  not  aggrieable  to  equitie,  that  all  minifters  had  thair  pro- 
portionable part  of  vi6luall  and  of  money  ;  or  els  that  the  vi6luall  fould 
be  fauld  and  allowit  at  the  hieft  pryce,  quherthrow  fuch  as  hes  fmall 
flipends  may  be  the  better  augmented. 
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Anfuers  to  the  i :  i  i «.  1  —  Article  . 

l'.>  the  firll  and  fecond  :  Befor  they  be  fpeciallie  onfuerit,  it  ia  thocbl 
incited,  that  ther  be  ane  forme  of  alfignatioun  made  be  fome  [  to  be 
poyntit  therto,  betuixt  and  tlui  nixt  AfiTemblie,  to  ;ill  Kirka  and  Miniflera 
that  arc  lickly  [and  apparent]  to  Hand  ami  continue,  i  "<  ifpe^  land  the 
anfuera  and  advyce  lent  out  of  every  countrey,  and  as  it"  the  prefenl 
poffeflbura  were  dead;  and  that  charges  be  directit  to  inch  as  bes  not  fend 
thair  anfuers,  to  fend  them  with  ezpeditioun. 

•  •.   [t  is  thocht   meitefl  thai   the  intrant   to  an\  benefice  fall   entir  and 
ferve  the  rnrc  [of  the  kirk]  therof,    at  the  nixt  firll  day  of  November  . 
his  admillionn,  at  [the  leall]  the  nixt  Whitfonday,  and  fall  have  no  farther 
tlipend  for  this   jeir,   but   the  taxt  and  fuperplus,  a>  it  falls  ;  becaufe  his 
executours  will  fall  ala  mikle  at  his  d  cording  to  the  am  lent  ordour 

of  the  annats  :  And  that  diligence  be  done  to  get  [  Bagemondis]  rollis  of  all 
bem  lie,  -  taxt  ;  and  quhatever  benefices  are  not  taxed,  the  rents  therofthe 
tirll   -fir  to  be  divydit  equallie  betuixt    the   executours  <>i'  I  funcl 

and  the  intrant;  quhilk  intrant  fall  only  have  the  halfe  iniitt  s  of  the 
^cir  of  intrancie,  and  Gcklyke  of  the  (Upends. 

I.    Wc  think  nam-  fould   be   placit    in    the    book    of   Modificatioun 
worthie  and  qualified  perfon9 ;    and   if  any  be  prefentit   or  admittit  to 
benefices  fince  the  King's  coronatioun,  that  arc  vnwortbie  and  ynabill  [to 
difcharge  their  duty,]   that   they  be  call  it,  and  depryvit  be  Rich  ordour  as 
falbe  beirafter  condifcendit  vpon. 

:>.   For  the  general!,  we  think  that  Inch,  boiiiLT  minifiers,  as  hes  ful 
livings  of  thair  awin,    I  >n  of  benefices  quhervnto  they  at  pydit 

for  thair  lyfetymes,  fould  not  take  lli|  ends  to  ferve  at  vther  kirk-,   without 
tie  f.  in  and  allowit  be  the  G<  nerall  Afleniblie  ;   and  vpon  the 
fpeciall  knowledge  of  the   perfons  that  are  not  abill  in   this  beid,   ordour 
falbe  takin  to  reforme  j  them]  as  appertaineth. 

6.  We  think  this  j,  moil  r,   ami  ible   to  that  quhilk  is  ap- 
pointed in  the  anfuer  to  the  tirll  and  fecond  arti 

7.  This  article  falbe  fpeciallie  anfuerit,   how  (bone  it   .  advyfit 
the  General!  Aflembli  . 

8.  Vpon  the  Gght  of  the  forme  of  the  particular  alfignatioun  to  be  m. 
and  quhat  particular  caufes  fall  fall  rnder  this  rule,  we  lull  give  our  fpeciall 
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anfuer  heirvnto,  quhilk  is  coincident,  and  will  depend  vpon  the  anfuer  [to 
be  made]  to  the  firfl  and  fecond  articles. 

9.  We  cannot  bot  think  it  reafonabill,  that  the  Colledge  Kirks  be  als 
weill  provydit  of  Minifters  as  vther  kirks  ;  and  thinks,  that,  in  making' 
[of  the  forme]  of  new  aflignatioun  for  the  nixt  3eir,  the  Minifters  of  the 
kirks  of  the  Colledgis,  fould  be  affignit  for  his  ftipend  vpon  the  fruites  of 
the  fame  kirk,  as  meikle  to  be  affignit  to  the  help  of  the  Colledges  vther- 
wayes  ;  or  then  the  Colledgis  to  have  the  rents  of  the  Kirk  as  befor,  and 
the  Minifter  to  have  his  affignation  vtherwayes. 

10.  The  prefentatioun  to  be  direct  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Kirk 
within  whole  bounds  the  benefice  lyis. 

11.  This  matter  is  weghtie,  and  tuitches  many,  and  cannot  be  weill 
anfuerit  be  vs,  without  the  advyce  of  the  [whole]  Affemblie,  to  quhom  it 
falbe  proponit,  and  therafter  rel'olute  anfuer  givin. 

As  the  examinatioun  and  admiilioun  of  Minifters  within  the  realme,  is, 
be  act  of  Parliament,  ordainit  to  be  in  the  power  of  the  Kirk  now  oppinly 
and  publickly  profeft  within  this  realm  j  fo  it  is  thoght,  that  the  depriva- 
tioun  of  Minifters  is  in  the  power  of  the  fame  Kirk,  and  them  that  exami- 
nats  and  admitts  them  Minifters. 

Towards  the  deprivatioun  of  Bifchops  admittit  fince  the  Kings  corona- 
tioun  :  It  is  thocht  meitt  that  the  fame  be  lykewayes  in  the  power  of  the 
Kirk,  and  them  that  examines,  elects,  and  admitts  Bifchops  ;  and  the 
fame  deprivatioun  afweill  to  extend  from  the  functioun  of  the  miniftrie 
as  from  the  benefice  it  felfe  and  fruits  tberof,  quherthrow  the  fame  may 
be  declairit  vackand,  [and  to  be  prefentit]  and  conferrit  of  new,  as  if  he 
were  prefentlie  dead. 

Caufes  of  deprivatioun  we  take  to  be,  herefie,  papiftrie,  comoun 
blafphemie,  perjurie,  adulterie,  fornication,  inceft,  ilaughter,  thift,  comoun 
oppreflioun,  [comoun]  drunkennes,  vf'urie  againft  the  lawis  of  this  realme, 
nonrelidence  and  abfence  from  his  flock  [and  office]  be  the  fpace  of  fourtie 
dayes  together  in  a  geir,  without  lawfull  impediment  allowit  be  the  nixt 
Generall  AiTemblie  ;  pluralitie  of  benefices  provydit  fen  the  Kings  corona- 
tioun,  to  be  caufe  of  deprivatioun  from  them  all,  except  ane  that  the 
polTeirours  will  aftrict  themielves  to  make  refidence  at ;  dilapidatioun  of 
the  rents  of  benefices  contrair  to  the  act  of  Parliament ;  fimonie.  For 
the  forme  of  proceffe  in  deprivatioun,  Ane  libellat  precept  on  xl  dayes 
warning  being  within  the  realme,   and  within  lx  dayes  being'  without  the 


1582.  UNIVERSALE  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND. 

realme,  to  be  direel  be  the  Kirk  and  fuel  Commiffionera  therof,  as  electa 
and  admitts  the  perfon  complainit  on,  (bmmounding  him  to  compeir  and 
anfuer  vpon  the  complainl  ;  and,  in  cace  of  liis  abfence  at  the  firfi  fum- 
mounds,  the  fecond  to  he  direcl  on  like  warning,  with  certificatioun  ami 
he  failgie,  the  lybell  falbe  admittit  to  probatioun,  ami  the  [amein  falbe 
baldin  pro  confeffo.  After  the  decreil  givin,  if  the  perfon,  againfl  quhom 
it  i-  givin,  think  himfelfe  wrangouflie  greivit  therby,  it  lalbe  leifum  to  bim 
to  interpone  appellation  to  the  nizl  General!  AfiTemblie,  and  intimate  the 
fame  within  ten  dayis,  vtherwayes  the  decreit  to  receive  prefenl 
executioun. 


Seffio  I 

Anenl  the  queftioun  movit  to  the    AfiTemblie,    Ii  the  General!  Kirk 
power  to  revock  quhatfoever  things  done  be  them,  or  any  particular  mi  m- 
ber  of  the  fame,    to   the   hurt  ami   prejudice  of  the   Kirk,   or  not  :      'The 
brethren,  after   reafoning  ami   difputting    in   the  matter,   at  length  vottil 
affirmative*  in  the  queftioun,  That  the  Kirk  lies  power  to  doe  the  fame. 

Anent  the  fummounds  [of  citatione]  railit  to  this  day  he  the  Elderichip 
of  Striveling,  againfl  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  fometymes  Minifter 
therof,  to  heare  the  fentence  of  fuipenfion  givin  [he  them]  againfl  him  fra 
the  functioun  of  the  miniftrie  allowit  he  the  General]  Anemone;  ami 
farther  tryall  tane  concerning  bis  lyfe,  doctrine,  and  manners,  ami  vther 
things  quhilk  the  laid  Affemblie  fould  lay  to  his  charge,  a-  the  [citatione 
and]  fummounds  [in  the  matter]  at  lenth  beares  :  The  faid  Mr  Robert 
being  prefent,  and  requyrit  to  anfuer  beirto,  befor  all  pro!  Hit,  that, 
if  the  Kirk  proceidit  in  any  thing  againfl;  him,  or  charge  him  with 
any  thing  without  warrand  of  the  Word  of  God,  for  remeid  and 
anfuer  to  the  fumounds,  alledged  that  th  I  lerall  Kirk  fould  not 
allow  any  thing  deduceil  i:i  tile  laid  procefie ;  becaufe  Ii  ■  was  n< 
laufullie   fumouned   therto ;    knew   nothing  of  hie   i'\\\t  i    from   the 

miniftrie,  but  [be]  onlj  bruite,   nor  nevir  wa  to  bim; 

and  in  fo  fane  as  the  procelTe  bears  perfonall  intimatioun  to  him  of  the 
laid  fufpeni  oun,  tooke  inftrumenl  tbervpon,  and  offerit  to  improve  the 
(amein  in   that  point:     With  all   the   quhilk  ailed.  the    Kirk  and 

brother  being  weill  advyfit,  notwithftanding  therof,  Find  -  lie, 

it,  and  intimation  id  eidit,   and   the 
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faid  fentence  of  lufpenfioun  well  proceidit  and  givin  ;  referving  nottheles 
to  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  in  the  fecond  inftance,  to  fute  reductioun  and 
remeid,  as  appertaineth.  Being  farther  accufeit  of  contraventioun  of  the 
laid  fentence  of  fufpenfioun,  be  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  miniftratioun 
of  the  facraments,  befoir  the  intimatioun  therof,  he  grantit  the  fame,  bot 
pretendit  ignorance  of  the  giving  of  the  faid  fentence. 

Befor  farther  reafoning  in  this  matter,  my  Lord  of  Requeifts  prefentit 
[to  the  Kirk]  a  wryting  lent  from  the  Kings  Majeftie  vnto  them,  to  declare 
that  his  Majeflies  will  was,  That  the  Kirk  fould  not  trouble  the  laid  Mr 
Robert  for  any  thing  concerning  the  Bifchoprick,  or  that  may  refult  ther- 
vpon,  or  for  any  vther  caufe  bygane  committitbe  him  ;  but  that  it  might  be 
handlit  befor  his  Grace.  Quhilk  being  reverentlie  receivit  and  red  in  opin 
Aifemblie,  the  brethren  prailit  God  that  moveit  the  Kings  Hienes  to  lend 
his  Commillioner  to  the  Aifemblie  :  and  as  to  the  actioun  prefent,  with 
the  affiftance  of  God,  fuch  attendance  fould  be  givin  therto,  [the  rather,] 
for  his  Hienes  requeift,  That  nothing  fould  be  handlit  belonging  to  the 
Civill  Power  ;  and  nothing  but  vprightly,  iincerely,  and  with  the  juit  judge- 
ment pronouncit  againft  him,  as  they  fould  anfuer  to  God  and  his  Hienes. 


Seffio  7a- 

Hei rafter  a  plaine  and  large  difcourfe  was  oppinly  made  of  the  haill 
diligence  of  the  brether,  to  quhom  commiflioun  was  givin  in  the  laft  Affem- 
blie,  concerning  the  faid  Mr  Robert ;  and  the  copies  of  the  charges  givin 
to  them  at  his  inftance,  produceit,  declaring  and  bearing  effectuoullie, 
witneffing  of  his  knowledge  of  the  faid  fufpenfioun,  albeit  he  [plainly] 
proteitit  befor  God,  he  never  knew  of  the  railing  of  any  of  the  faids  charges 
or  executiouns  therof;  with  the  quhilk  difcourfe  and  confelfioun  of  the 
faid  Mr  Robert,  that  he  had  preachit  and  miniftrat  the  facraments  fen  the 
faid  decreit  of  fufpenfioun  :  The  Kirk  being  advyfeit,  in  ane  voyce,  after 
voteing,  Fand  the  faid  decreit  and  fentence  contraveinit  [and  violat]  be 
him  ;  and  fuperfeidit  to  difcerne  vpon  the  paine  of  the  faid  contraventioun, 
quhill  the  morne  at  the  brether  firft  conveining. 

The  faid  Mr  Robert  demandit  the  anfuer  of  the  haill  Kirk,  If  they  wold 
accufe  him  vpon  any  thing  concerning  the  Bifchoprick,  or  any  thing  re- 
fultand  thervpon  :     2.  That  he  might  have  the  copie  of  the  large  difcourle 
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made  verballie  be  the  brethren]   to  the  effecl   he  might  anfuer  Gmplie  to 
every  point  therof. 

IJriiiL;  removeit  out  of  the  Aflemblie,  within  a  little  fpace  therafter  com- 
peirit  Johne  Burne,  meffenger,  and  be  vertue  of  our  Soveraine  Lords 
letters,  delyverit  be  the  Lords  of  Secreit  Counfell,  inhibite  and  difchargeit 
the  brethren  of  the  General!  Aflemblie,  the  Moderatour  and  bis  Aflefiburs, 
fra  directing  of  any  citations  aganis  Mr  Roberl  Montgomerie,  as  is  therin 
conteinit,  vfing  of  excommunication,  innovatioun,  Qandering  or  troubling 
<>f  him  in  his  miniilrie,  for  a  I  j  >  \  ring  to  the  Bifchoprick  of  ( rlafgow,  or  call- 
ing or  perfewing  of  his  brother  for  the  fame,  or  for  any  promife  made  \><- 
them  theranent,  or  any  vther  thing  dependand  thervpon,  in  tyme  bygane, 
vnder  the  paine  of  rebellioun,  and  putting  of  them  to  the  home  ;  certifie- 
and  them  and  they  failgie,  he  wald  denunce  them  our  Soveraine  Lords 
rebells,  and  put  them  to  his  Hienes  home  :  of  the  quhilk  charge  he  dely- 
verit  inilantlie  a  copie  quhilk  he  fubfcryvit  with  his  awin  hand. 

The  laid  Mr  Robert  being  callit,  and  being  abfent,  the  brother  ordainit 
Mr  Thomas  M  gie  to  warne  him  t<>  the  morne. 

Anent  the  aire  of  perfbns  that  tall  heirafter  entir  in  the  miniflrie  <d  the 
Word  :  Seing  that  Gindrie  hes  bein  inlrulit  \  pon  the  Kirk,  and  entrit  to 
benefices  having  cure,  that  be  reafon  of  thair  jong  jeirs,  and  Lake  of 
experience  and  judgement,  cannot  be  able  to  difcharge  that  hie  and 
facred  vocatioun,  quhervnto  they  are  called,  The  Kirk,  in  ane  mynd,  lies 
vottit  and  concludit,  That,  in  tyme  comeing,  none  be  admittit  to  the  func- 
tioun  of  the  miniflrie,  nor  collationat,  nor  admittit  to  any  benefice  of  cure, 
without  they  be  of  the  age  of  xxv  geire,  except  Inch  that  for  lingular  and 
ran>  qualities  into  them,  (albe  judgeit  be  the  General!  Aflemblie  of  the 
Kirk  meitt  and  worthie  therfor. 


Seffio 

\nent  the  ordinance  made  jefternight  concerning  the  (umouning  of  Mr 
Robert  Montgomerie,  to  compeir  [perfonaly]  befor  the  Aflemblie  this  day 
at  ten  houres:  The  laid  Mr  Robert  being  callit,  and  not  compeirand,  hut 
be  William  Montgomerie  his  Allegit  Procuratour,  quho  produceit  ane 
appellatioun,  quherofthe  tenour  will  heirafter  appeare. 
Compeirit   Mr  Thomas  Megie,  and  declarit,   That,  at  the  command  of 
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the  Affemblie,  he  warnit  him  gelternight  to  compeir  at  this  houre,  befor 
the  haill  Kirk,  peribnallie,  in  prefence  of  Mrs  Walter  Hay,  Johne  Cowper 
and  Andro  Ker,  and  that  he  promifed  to  compeir  perfonallie  at  the  houre 
appointit,  quhilk  the  faids  brethren  and  witneffes  teftified  to  be  true. 

Heirafter  was  certaine  fpeciall  and  enorme  crymes  produceit  and  red, 
quherof  he  was  alledeit  to  be  guiltie,  [which  are  thir  :]  1.  Negligence  [in 
do6trine,]and  corruptioun  indocirine  alfo,diflblutioun  in  lyfe,  for  thequhilk 
he  was  fulpendit  ;  contraveining  of  the  fufpenfioun  in  Glafgow,  Striveling, 
and  in  the  Kings  awin  Chappell ;  violating  of  his  [own]  promife  made  to 
the  Preibyterie  of  Striveling,  that  he  fould  remaine  and  waite  vpon  his 
cure  ;  horrible  lies  in  the  face  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  denying,  with  pro- 
teftatiouns  befor  God,  the  intimatioun  of  the  fufpenlioun,  and  railing  and 
executing  of  the  letters ;  procureing  of  letters  be  unifier  informatioun,  for 
overthrowing  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk ;  vfurping  another  mans  flock, 
accompanied  with  armed  men,  lince  the  fufpenlioun  j  chargeing  the  haill 
Affemblie,  vnder  the  paine  of  horning,  to  flay  from  all  proceiding  againtt 
him  with  excommunicatioun  ;  blafphemous  railing  againfl  [the  brether 
and]  the  Miniftrie  in  pulpit,  fen  his  fufpenfioun,  and  [oft]  befor  ;  and, 
in  fumma,  manifeft  contempt  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Kirk,  and  ftirring 
vp  of  ane  feareful  fchifme  betuixt  certaine  of  the  Nobilitie  and  the  Kirk  : 
Quhilk  being  try  it,  [and  put  to  examinatione,]  partlie  be  his  awin 
confeffioun,  partlie  be  the  proces  deduceit  be  the  Generall  Affemblie 
haldin  laft  in  Edenburgh,  and  be  the  proceflfe  deduceit  befor  the  Elder- 
fchip  of  Striveling,  and  partlie  be  the  teltificatioun  of  good  and  godlie 
brether  of  the  Alfemblie,  were  found  all  to  have  fallin  in  his  perfon, 
and  him  to  be  culpabill  and  guiltie  therof.  For  the  quhilks  molt  haynous, 
foule,  and  vnworthie  crymes,  the  Affemblie  of  the  brether  votitt  and  con- 
eludit,  The  faid  Mr  Robert,  not  only  to  be  vnworthie  to  ferve  in  the  office 
of  the  Miniftrie,  bot  to  be  depryvit  therof  perpetuallie,  in  all  tyme  comeing  ; 
and  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  to  ftrike  aganis  him,  without  he 
prevent  the  fame  be  repentance. 

My  Lord  of  Requeifts  craveit  of  the  Kirk,  That  the  pronouncing  of  the 
faid  fentence  fould  be  fuperfeidit  quhill  the  Kings  Majeftie  were  advertifed. 
The  Kirk  heirto  continued  to  give  anfuer  quhill  [their  meeting  at]  after- 
noone. 


1582.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND. 


The  letter  wrytin  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  in  name  of  the  hail!  Kirk, 
being  red,  was  thochf  good  to  be  delivered  to  m)  Lord  of  Requeifts, 
quherof  the  tenour  followes  : 

Pleafe  jour  Majeftie,   We  have  re  :eived  ;our  Graces  mod  loving  li 
direct  to  vs  be  -our  Graces  Commiffioner,  Mr  Mark  Ker,    Mullet-  of  Re- 
queifts,  and  are  compellit  to  burfl  out  with  mofl  humble  thanks  vnto  I 
quho  of  hi-;  mercie  hes  gevin  vs  lb  godly  a  King,  .11  and  weill  w\ 

that  God  be  glorified,  and  his  Kirk,  within  -our  Majefties  realm 
tained,  as  plainlie  [appeareth]  be  the  articles  be  gour  Grace  proponit ; 
quhervnto  with  all  diligence  we  began  to  make  anfuer  :  But  in  fuch 
fhortnes  of  tyme,  and  great  ftraites  quhervnto  we  arc  brocht  be  certaine 
letters  raifit  at  the  inflance  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  we  arc  altogether 
ftayit  in  that  and  man]  vther  godlie  actiouns ;   for  vpon  thi  of  this 

inilant,  the  Aflemblie  being  occupied    in   quyel   and  modeft  reafonin 

.'  and  weghtie  matters,  he  caufit  ane  officiar  of  armes  irreverentlie  to 
entir,  and,  vnder  the  paine  of  horning,  command  the  haill  Kirk  from  all 
proceidii  linfl   him,   ibr  quhatfoevir   caufe  or  enormitie  committit  in 

thefe  bis  wicked  attempts  ;  a  thing  that  was  never  heard  norfein  lincc  the 
world  began,  quherof  we  man  lament  to  jour  Grace  :  And  having  no 
vther  refuge  vnder  God,  mofl  humblie  craves,  That,  [be]  thir  extraordinary 
charges  direct  aganis  the  Word  of  God  and  lawisofgour  (■  Duntrey, 

we  he  not  conilrainit    to   betray  the   caufe   of  God,   be   bearing  with  and 
winking  at  horrible  crymes,  manifefl  t<>  all  men  in  the  perfon  of  the  Paid 
Mr  Robert,   or  el-  to  he  repute  and  accountif  difobedient  to  -our  M 
tie,  in  whofe  fervice  we  have  b<  in,  are,  and  lid  he  readie  to  (hed  our  l.|. .. »,j,f 
and  (pend  our  lyves  ;    befeikand   50ur  Grace,   we  maj  find  thi-  grace  and 
favour  in  jour  Majefties  li_rht,   to  keip  our  confeience  cleane  befor  ( 
and  referve  our  faulee  to  him  quho  he-  givin  vs  care  of  the   (aules  of  his 
inheritance.     This   moll    reafonable   requeifl  we   doubt  not   to  obtain 
-our  Majeftie,  our  particular  reafons  being  heard  and  confident,  <iuhilk  we 
mynd,   be  Gods  grace,  more  largelie  to  expone  be  certaine  brether  d 
to  -our  Majeftie,   both  for  this  effect,   and  with  a  lull  anfuer  to  -our  for- 
bids article-.     In  the  naaiie  feafon,   we  befeik  jour  Majeftie    to]  give  no 

+  B 
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credit  to  the  finifter  report  and  wrangous  informatioun  of  men,  that,  be 
fuch  dealing,  goes  about  to  draw  gour  Majefties  heart  from  gour  true  and 
faithfull  fubiects,  and,  be  this  vnhappie  fchifme,  to  overthrow  the  Kirk  of 
God  within  gour  Graces  countrey,  and,  for  thair  awin  particular  gaines, 
banilch  Chrift  and  his  Word,  quhilk  God  of  his  infinite  mercie  forbid, 
and  preferve  gour  Grace,  foule  and  bodie,  for  evir. 

Sanct  Androes,  28  of  Apryle  1582. 

As  to  the  fentence  to  be  givin  againft  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  and  the 
enormities  conteinit  in  the  acts  preceiding  :  The  AfTemblie  and  brether 
prefent,  after  voteing  in  the  faid  matter,  depryvit  the  faid  Mr  Robert  from 
all  functioun  of  the  Miniftrie  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  dureing  the  will  of 
the  Kirk  of  God  ;  and,  farther,  defcernit  the  fearefull  fentence  of  excom- 
municatioun  to  be  pronuncit  againft  him  in  the  face  of  the  haill  Affemblie, 
be  the  voyce  and  mouth  of  the  Moderatour  prefent ;  to  the  effect;,  that,  his 
proud  flefli  being  call  into  the  hands  of  Satan,  he  may  be  win  againe,  if  it  be 
poflible,  to  God  ;  and  the  faid  fentence  [to]  be  intimat  be  every  particular 
minifter,  at  his  awin  particular  Kirk,  folemnelie  in  the  firft  fermoun  to  be 
made  be  them,    after  thair  returning. 

The  inftant  pronunciatioun  of  the  faid  fentence  beand  ftayit,  be  the 
voyce  of  the  faid  Moderatour,  quhill  Monday  at  nyne  houres,  be  realon 
of  the  compeirance  of  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  quho  renuncit  the  appella- 
tioun  interponit  be  his  Procuratour  in  his  name,  and  be  himfelfe  befor 
noone,  from  the  fentence  of  the  Kirk,  [and]  defyrit  conference  to  be 
grantit  to  him  of  the  moll  godly  and  learnit  brether  ;  quhilk  the  [Kirk] 
grantit  quhill  Monday  at  nyne  houres,  vpon  conditioun  he  remained  and 
waited  vpon  the  [Exercife  of  the]  doctrine  and  conference  of  the  brether, 
[and  made  no  novatione  nor  new  charges  againft  the  Kirk  ;  who  promifed 
to  attend  upon  the  doctrine  and  conference  of  the  brethren]  the  morne 
all  day  :  And  as  to  novatioun  or  new  charge,  he  fould  [ufe  and]  purchafe 
none,  in  the  meane  tyme,  if  the  Kirk  vfed  nane  againft  him.  And  farther 
the  Alfemblie  ordainit  prayers  to  be  made  the  morne  in  the  fermoun  for 
him,  be  them  that  occupied  the  place  for  the  time. 
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Seffio  1 l  <• 

AiuMit  the  conference  had  jefternight  with  Mr  Robert      .         omery: 
To  the  effect  the  brether  might  rnderftand  quhat  fruit  had  followil  thi 
they  demandit  of  him,  in  prefence  of  God,  to  tell  the  Gmple  trueth  of  the 
accufatiouns  that  were  laid  to  his  charge  of  befor  :     Quho,  after  j>ra\. 
(inil  to  be  merciful]  to  him,  grantit  and  confeft  as  idler  follow. 

1.  He  confeft  the  command  givin  him  be  the  Reidar  at  Striveling,  to 
delill  from  his  office. 

2.  Grantit  baptizeing  of  bairn  ttin  in  fornicatioun ;  bot  tooke 
cautiouD  of  the  parent-  to  fat  if  fie  the  Kirk,  bot  not  in  pretence  of  the 
Elders  and  Seffioun. 

8.   As    to    circumcilioun  of    women:     Remembers    n  .\    ever    he 

ched  it. 
1.  Grants  he  made  promife  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Striveling  to  awi 
his  charge  of  the  Miniftrie  ther,  quhilk  he  hes  brokin. 

! !  ■  confeft,  That,  vpon  the  20  day  of  Marche  latl,  he  heard  menti* 
made  of  his  luipenfioun  be  the  Pretbyterie  of  Striveling  ;  bot  he  was  not 
certaine  therof,  for  be  could  not  have  tho  proces  of  his  fufpenfioun. 

6.  Declarit,  That  howbeit  he  knew  not  the  raiting- of  mam  oftheletters 
ds  tho  broth  be  keipit  the  ordinarie  dyatts  therof. 

7.  Grants  the  vfurpatioun  of  Mr  David  Weymis  flock,  quherin  he  c< 
I,  ff<  -  be  had  heavilie  offendit. 

s.  And  Qcklyke  grants  he  hes   heavilie  failil    againft  God  and  his  Kirk, 
he  procureing  and  raiting  of  the   charges  againfi  th  i  Generall  AtTemblie  ; 
and  in  accepting  of  the  Bifchoprick  of  Glatgow  without  advyce  therof,  and 
in  proceiding  be  thi-  forme  of  doing  quhilk  he  he-  vied;  for  the  quhilk 
[iibmitts  bimfelfe  to  the  will  of  the  brethren,   willing  to  abyde  thair  jud 
uient,    and    to    obey  and    vnderly  tilth    injnuetiouii-    a-    they  will    ord( 

therfor. 

And  a-  t"  hi-  Qmple  meaning  concerning  the  eftate  of  Bifchops  and 
corruptioun  therof:     l>eitiL,r   requyrit    oppmlie,    in  the  fean  God  and 

vprightnes  of  confidence,  to  declare  the  (an  .  D  fyrit  to  conferre  with 
M re  James  Lowfone,  Johne  Craig,  R  >bert  Pont,  David  Lindetav  |  and  ] 
the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  to  the  effe  t  he  might  be  farder  retblvit,  and  erive 
hi-  Gmple  meaning  thcrin  to  tin/  Kirk  ;  quhervnto  the  baill  Kirk  aggreeit. 
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Anent  the  proteftatioun  made  be  the  Prelbyteries  of  Edenburgh, 
Dalkeith,  and  Lynlithgow,  aganis  the  fentence  givin  be  the  King  and 
Secreit  Counfell  in  favours  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  findand  them 
Judges  to  the  faids  Prefbyteries  and  Kirk,  as  the  fame  beares  :  The  haill 
Kirk,  after  the  reiding  of  the  fame  fentence,  and  proteftatioun,  in  ane 
voyce,  adherit  therto  j  lykeas  the  faid  Mr  Robert,  for  his  part,  allowit  the 
fame,  and  adherit  therto. 


Seffio  1  Sa- 
in refpe6l   of  many  inconveniences  and   miifordour  fallin  furth  be  the 
ambitioun,  covetoufnes,  and  indirect  dealing  of  fundrie,  quho  gangs  about  to 
entir  in  the  Miniftrie,  and,  being  enterit,  vies  vnlawfull  meanes  to  declyne 
all  corre6tioun  and  punifliment  for  thair  offences :     The  haill    Affemblie, 
with  ane  confent,  lies  vottit  and  concludit,  conforme  to  the  Word  of  God, 
and  molt  godlie  a6ts  of  Ancient  Counfells,  That  no  man  pretend  to  eccleli- 
afticall  functioun,  office  [promotione]  or  benefice,  be  any  abfolute  gift,  colla- 
tion, or  admiflion  of  the  Civill  Magiftrate  or  Patrone,  be  letters  of  horning, 
and  quhatfoevir  vther  meanes  then  is  eftablifhed  be  the  Word  of  God,  and 
a6ts  of  the  Generall  Kirk,  and  hitherto  ordinarlie  vfed  within  the  reformed 
Kirk  of  Scotland  ;    and  ficklyke  that  nane  beand  received   to  ane  eccleli- 
aflicall  office  or  benefice,  feik  any  way,  be  the  civill  power,  to  exeime  and 
withdraw  themfelves  from  the  jurifdi6lioun  of  the    Kirk,    nor  procure, 
obtaine,    or  ufe  any  letters  or  charges,  either  be  themfelves,  or  any  vthers 
in  thair  name,    or  at  thair  command  or  inflance,   to  impare,   hurt,   or  flay 
the  faid  jurifdiclioun,  difcipline,  correclioun  of  maners,  or  punifliment  for 
thair  offences  and   enormities  ;   nor  to  make   any  appellatioun  from  the 
Generall   Affemblie,   to   flop   the  difcipline  and  ordour   of  ecclefiafticall 
policie  and  jurifdictioun   granted  be   Gods   Word   to   the   office   bearers 
within  the  faid  Kirk,   vnder  the  paine  of  excommunicatioun,   fummarlie, 
and  without  any  proces  or  admonitiouns,   to  be  pronouncit  be  the  judge- 
ment of   the   Elderfchip,    be   Minifter  or   Minifters,   to  be  appointit  be 
them   therto,   how  foone  it   is  knawin  that  any  ane  of  the  faids  heids  is 
tranfgreft. 

And  this  ac~l  no  wayes  to  be  prejudicial!  to  Laik  patrones  and  thair 


1582.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND. 

prefentatiouns,  vnto  the  tyme  the  lawes  be  reformed  according  t<>  the 
Word  of  ( rod. 

Annit  the  conference  with  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  :  The  laid  Mr 
Robert  compeirand,  in  the  face  of  the  hail)  Aflemblie,  declarit  and  promifed 
befor  God,  That  he  Could  neither  meddle  nor  attempt  farther  concerning 
the  Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,  nor  bruik,  vfe,  nor  take  vpon  him  the  fame, 
or  any  office  within  the  Kirk,  by  the  advyfe  and  confent  of  the  General! 
Aflembly  of  the  Kirk  ;   renunceand   the  letter-  and  ivin   to  the 

General]  Aflemblie  at  his  inftance,  with  the  letters  purchafed  be  bim 
aganis  Mr  David  Weymis  ;  protefting  that,  in  this  matter  concerning  the 
Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,    he  meanes  no  vther  wayes  nor  t lie  hail!  brether 

do. 

Forfameikle  as  the  Sabboth  day  many  wayes  is  profaned  |  and  violated]  to 
the  great  difhonour  of  God,  and  fpeciallie  be  mercatts  afweill  in 

i  as  in  landwart  vpon  that  day  :     The  Affembly  of  the  Kirk  injoynes 
(Iraitlie   to  every  Elder fchip  within   thair  awin    bounds,   to    take   or 
therwith  as  the}  may  of  the   Law  of  God,   as  they  will  (hew  thair    zeale 
towards  God,  and  obedience  to  the  Kirk. 

[The  General!  Aflemblie  ordeans  the  brethren  of  the  Prefbytri< 
Glafgow  to  trie  and  examine  diligently,  if  Mr  Robert  Montgomrie  any 
wili"  medles  with  the  Bifhoprick  of  Glafgow,  or  proceeds  further  in  uGng 
in il  his  proroife  made  openly  in  publick  Aflemblie  ;  and  if 
they  find  him  to  meddle  therewith  any  wife,  to  difcerne  him  to  have 
traveened  the  act  of  the  Aflemblie  and  his  prom  ill  .  .  to  re]  irl  their 
procefs  and  decree  thereupon  to  the  Elderfhip  of  Edinburgh,  to  whom  the 
Aflemblie  giveth  [tower  to  nominate,   in  that  cafe,  a  brother  t  mmu- 

nicate  the  laid  Mr  Robert  out  of  the  Kirk  of  God  and  fociety  of  the 
faithfull.  C] 

The  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk,  in  an  full  power  and 

commifuoun   to  [their   beloved   brethren]    Mr-  James    Lom  .'dme 

Craig,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,Johne  Brand,  and  JohneDurie,  to  pafle 
vnto  the  Kings  Majeftie,  and  Ihcw  [unto]  his  Hienes,  That  concerning  the 
articles  he  lent  be  his  Majefties  Matter  i  .  ,  to  have  bein  anfuerit 

be  the  Kirk,  being  fo  weghtie  and  important,  a  part  of  them  alfo  appeirand 

to  be  obfeure  and    caption-,    they  could    not     pivientlie    rehdve    thervpon  : 

notthelefe,   for  the    better   refolving   therof,   they   have  ordainit  certaine 
ther  to  confult  thervpon  quhill  the  nixt    Aflemblie,  quhilk  they  have 
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appointit  fhorter  for  that  effecl :  Farther,  lamentablie  to  deplore  vnto  his 
Grace,  quherin  the  jurifdictioun  of  the  Kirk  is  and  hes  bein  heavilie  hurt 
and  prejudgeit,  and  naraelie  be  the  letters  givin  out  in  Glafgow,  difcharge- 
and  the  Prefbyteries  to  proceid  againft,  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  ;  charges 
of  horning  vfed  againft  the  haill  Kirk  of  Scotland,  be  the  decreit  and 
fentence  of  the  Secreit  Counfell,  findand  them  Judges  in  the  actioun  of 
Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  ;  miffives  fent  to  gentlemen  to  affift  to  the 
placeing  of  him  in  the  pulpitt  of  Glafgow,  againft  the  will  of  the  Kirk  ; 
giving  of  benefices  pleno  jure,  and  of  Abbacies  in  heritage  :  And,  with  all 
humilitie,  due  reverence  and  gentlenes  that  appertaines,  to  exhort  his 
Majeftie  to  the  reforming  [hereof,]  and  mantaining  of  the  jurifdiclioun 
givin  be  God  vnto  his  Kirk  ;  as  alfo  to  give  admonitioun  vnto  the  Dukes 
grace,  Erles  of  Arrane  and  Gowrie,  in  the  premiffes  ;  and  quhat  they  doe 
heirin,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Affemblie. 

Ordaines  the  particular  Elderfchips  to  have  ane  copie  of  the  articles  fent 
be  Kings  Majeftie,  that  they  may  be  the  better  refolvit  to  give  their  anfuer 
advyledlie  thereto  [at]  the  nixt  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  corruptioun  of  buriall  in  the  citie  of  Sanct  Androes  :  The 
Kirk  ordaines  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  to  put  the  commiflioun  givin  to  him 
in  the  laft  Affemblie,  to  dew  execution  in  all  points,  after  the  tenour 
therof,  vnder  the  paine  of  diffobedience. 

Ordaines  Mr  Craig  to  lay  ane  ordour  for  collecting  the  A6ls  of  the 
Kirk,  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie. 

[Anent  their  eltablifhing  of  Prelbytries  where  none  are  yet  erected  : 
The  whole  Affemblie  hath  nominate  their  brethren  underwritten,  to  take 
travel  in  the  particular  bounds  after  fpecified,  for  planting  of  Elderfhips 
therein,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  Affemblie,  to  wit :  C  &  B.] 

[For  Cathnes  and  Sutherland  : — Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  John  Robertfone, 
Mr  George  Monro,  John  Gray. 

For  Rofs  : — The  faid  Mr  George,  Mr  John  Robertfone,  Mr  George 
Monro,  the  Perfon  of  Duffus,  the  Minifter  of  Inuernefs,  Mr  George  Hay, 
John  Strathhutchin,  James  Reid. 

For  Aberdeen  and  Bamf: — Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  Mr  George 
Patteribne,  David  Howefone,  James  Reid,  Steven  Mefon. 

For  the  weft  end  of  Fife  : — David  Fergufon. 

For  Teviotdale  : — Mr  James  Lowfon,  and  Mr  David  Lindfay :  To  whom 
the  Affemblie  giveth  power  to  conftitute  Prefbytrie  or  Prelbytries,  and 
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allow  or  diflallow  fuch  as  are  erected,  or  unite  or  disjoyn,  as  thej  think 
mod  expedient;  and  alfo  appoint  how  many  Prefbytries  (hall  be  in  a 
Sj  nodal!  Aflemblie  there. 

For  r<\  iotdail : — John  Brand  and  Andrew  Blackball,  Mr  ( reorge  Hay, 
Mr  Archibald  Douglas,  the  Laird  of  Traquair,  Skirline,  and  Black 
Barronie. 

For  Nithfdaile : — Mr  James  Bryfon,  the  Minifter  of  Dumfries,  Mr 
Archbald  Sinclare,  my  Lord  Heries,  mj  Lord  Maxwel,  the  Laird  of 
1  himlenrig. 

For  ( i  alio  way  : — John  Duncanfone,  Mr  James  Hamiltone,  James  Dods, 
John  Young-,  the  Laird  ofLochinvar.  C] 


Anfuers  to  certaine  doubts  proponit  concerning  the  Prefbyteri  is. 

1.  That  the  Moderatour  may  continue  from  the  Affemblie  Synodal!  t'> 
the  nixl  Synodal!  :     His  ele6tioun  to  be,  be  the  particular  Prefbitrie. 

2.  That  the  number  of  fuch  a>  arc  affbciat  to  the  Elderfchip  for  dilci- 
pline  and  correctioun  ofmaners,  that  are  not  Paflours  nor  Doctours,  quho 
travel!  not  in  the  Word,  be  n<»t  in  equall  number  with  vthers,  but  fewar  ; 
the  proportioun  as  the  neceffitie  of  the  Elderfchip  craves. 

3.  Concerning  fuch  Elders  as  verfes  not  in  the  Word:  Thair  refort  to 
the  Prefbyterie  (kibe  no  farther  draitit,  but  as  the  weghtini  -  and  occafioun, 
\|ion  intimatioun  and  advertifement  made  be  the  Paflours  and  Doctours, 
fall  requyre  ;  at  quhilk  tyme  they  (all  give  thair  godlie  concurrence; 
exhorting  them  alwayes  thai  may  commodiouflie  refort,  to  be  prefent  at 
all  t\  mes. 

l.  Such  of  the  Miniftrie  as  dois  not  refort  to  the   Exercife  and  Prefby- 
terie, falbe  fubieel  to  the  penaltie  arbitral]  to  be  appointit  at  the  difcretioun 
.r\  particular  Prefbyterie,  the  tannin  to  be  aggried  vpon  be  fubferip- 
tioun  of  ever]   Minifter  therof;  and  if  any  l>c  found  to  diflagrie  ther  to  a 
guid  ordour,  to  be  complainit  on  t<>  the  General!  AiTemblie  nixt  to  come  , 
and  the  ordour  quhilk  everj  Prefbyterie  takes,  to  be  Qchtit,  and  therof  ane 
;  ordour  [after]  eflablifched  for  the  haill. 
5.   It  is  thocht  meitt,  thai  the  lame  da]  quhilk  is  the  day  of  the  Exercife, 
□  lyke  maner  the  daj  of  the  ecclefiaftica]  pr        .   and  if  the  brether 
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finds  [it]  necelTar  for  the  haiftie   expeditioun  of  the  proces,   that  they  may 
appoint  dayes,  tymes  and  places  therfor,  by  the  day  of  the  Exercife. 

6.  It  is  not  thoght  expedient,  that  the  Prefbyterie  be  aflrictit  to  direct 
thair  Moderatour  to  the  AfTemblie,  bot  libertie  to  chufe  fuch  as  they  think 
moil  expedient  for  the  comfort  of  the  Kirk. 

7.  It  is  not  thocht  meitt,  that  vifitatioun  be  exceptit  e  re  nata,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Prefbyterie,  and  thefamein  not  to  be  limitat  to  the  Modera- 
tour, bot  to  fuch,  two  or  ma,  as  the  Prefbyterie  fall  direct,  for  the  necef- 
fitie  of  the  matter,  according  to  the  Booke  of  Policie. 

8.  The  Clerk  and  Moderatour  fall  fubfcryve,  in  grave  matters  and  forme 
of  proceiding,  in  the  name  of  the  Elderfchip,  [ay]  and  quhill  God  provyde 
fome  better  contributioun  in  every  particular  Kirk  of  the  Elderfchip  for 
his  intertainment. 

9.  The  Miniller  of  the  paroch  fall  caufe  execute  the  fumounds  concern- 
ing his  paroch,  and  beare  the  burdein  of  lick  things  as  falbe  direct  from 
the  Prefbyterie,  or  fome  deput  be  him,  within  his  paroch. 

10.  Concerning  a  generall  ordour  of  admiflioun  to  the  office  of  Elders  : 
Iieferris  it  to  the  ordour  vfit  at  Edenburgh,  quhilk  we  approve. 

11.  As  for  collatioun  of  benefices,  and  defignatioun  of  manfes  and 
gleibs  :  The  Moderatour  of  the  Prelbyterie  quher  it  is  requifite,  and  for 
fatiffactioun  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  that  they  have  a  fpeciall  commiffion 
of  the  Kirk  for  that  effect,  quhill  it  pleafe  God  to  move  the  King  that  the 
laws  may  be  better  reformed  ;  provyding  the  Moderatour  doe  nothing 
but  be  advyce  of  the  Prefbyterie. 

12.  It  is  proponed  to  the  Kirk,  Quher  ther  is  no  Prefbyterie,  nor 
cannot  be  gottin,  what  ordour  falbe  of  admiflioun,  of  collatioun  and  defig- 
natioun of  benefices. 

13.  As  for  the  number  of  Kirks,  how  many  falbe  in  every  Prefbyterie  : 
Referris  to  them  that  hes  the  commiffioun  to  eflablif'ch  Prefbyteries. 

14.  The  forme  of  proceffe  in  weghtie  matters  to  be  in  wryte,  at  the 
difcretioun  of  particular  Prefbyteries,  e  re  nata;  in  vther  things,  verball. 

15.  For  any  that  will  not  receive  office  of  Elderfchip,  and  travell  not  in 
the  Word  :     We  may  exhort,  but  not  compell. 

[As  concerning  defignatione  of  manfes  and  gleibs  to  Miniflers  and 
Readers,  conferring  of  benefices  to  perfons  prefented  thereto,  and  planting 
of  Miniflers  where  no  Prefbytries  are  yet  conftitute  :  The  Alfemblie 
gives  their  full  power  and  commiffione  to  their  brethren  underwritten,  in 
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the  particular  bounds   alter   fpecified,   to  plant  and  inpul    Paftours  an  1 
Preachers  of  the   Word   of  God,   defigne  manfes  and  ive  and 

conferr  b  mefi  cording  to  the  order  obferved  within  the  Kirk  ;    and 

i  >  doe,  exerce,  and  ufe  fuch  other  thi  iven  of  in  i 

miffione  to  vifiters  of  countries  thereanent,  while  the  erection-  of  the 
Prefbytries  betwixt  and  the  nix!  Aflemblie,  viz. 

For  Cathnefs  and  Sutherland  :  —  Mr  Hay. 

For  Rofs : — Mr  Thomas  Howefone. 

For  Murrey:  —  The  Perfon  id'  DufFus. 

lor  Aberdeen  and  Bamf: — Mr  Georee  Patterfone. 

For  the  Well  end  of  Fife  : — David  Ferffufone. 
Teviotdaill  : — The  Moderator  of  Meli 

For  Galloway: — John  Duncanfone. 

For  Nithfdail  : — Mr  James  Bryfon. 


Seffio  : 

A-  to  the  Pallor  of  Stirline  :     Seing  he  is  deprived  of  bis  function* 
the  will  of  the   Aflemblie,   the    Aflemblie  requefts  John  Duncanfone  and 
Patrick  Gilefpie  to  fupport  the  plarc  thereof  while  the  nixt  Aflemblie,  that 
the    Kirk   take   order    (herewith,   and  underftand  farther  of  the  faid    Mr 
his  behaviour. 
Ordain  sneral  fall  to  be  [obferved   and]  keipit  univerfallie  in  all 

Kirks  of  this  realme,  with  doctrine  and  inllruetioun  of  the  peiple,  to  b 
the  firtl  Sonday  of  Junij  nixt  to  come,   and  to  continue  to  the  nivt  Sonday 
therafter  inclufive,  vfing,  in  the  meane  tyme,   exercife  of  doctrine, 
in?  to  the  accuftomit  ordour  :   and  the   Kings   Majeflie  to  be   certified  he 
the  Commiflioners  lent  t<»  him,   and  defyrit  to  bald  hand  therto  he  procla- 
matiouns  [  to  he  ]  fett  «  ut  to  thai 

Caufes.    1.  \  niverfall  c<  of  the  Papifls,  [and  enemii  fod,] 

in  all  count,  '  'ounfel 

of  Trent.  rhe  oppreflioun  and  thraldome   ^l   the    Kirk  of  God. 

f  the  rents  therof  without  remedie.      1.  Falling  from  the  for' 
fjefui!  of  Papifls.    6.  Manifeft  bloodH 

':,  adult         .    vith  fuch  horrible  cryo  fyling  the  land  vnpunifhed. 

', .    ldie  danger  quherin  the   Kings    Majeflie  (lands   throw  evill   » 
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referring  about  him,  be  quhom  it  is  feared  he  may  be  corrupted  in  maners 
and  religioun.     8.  Vniverfall  oppreilioun  and  contempt  of  the  poore. 

[Ordeans  every  Prefbytrie  within  their  own  bounds  to  trie  the  Minifters 
of  the  fame  ;  and  if  any  offence  be  found,  to  punilli  the  fame  according  to 
the  qualitie  and  eftate  of  their  crimes,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Generall 
Affemblie. 

The  Generall  Affemblie,  in  one  voice,  gives  their  full  power  and  com- 
miffione  to  the  honorable  and  faithfull  brethren,  the  Erie  of  Marfhall, 
Abbot  of  Deir,  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  Alexander 
Arbuthnet,  Mr  James  Martine,  Provoft  of  Sancl;  Salvators  Colledge,  or  to 
any  three  of  them,  conjunctlie  to  pafs  and  vifit  the  North  Countrie  fo  fan- 
as  they  may,  and  to  call  before  them,  where  they  fhall  think  moil  expedient, 
fuch  as  be  fufpecl  of  papiftrie,  to  give  confeffione  of  their  faith,  and  to 
lubfcrive  the  confeffione  fet  out  and  authorized  be  the  Kings  Majeflie  : 
And  to  this  effe6l,  to  begin  their  journey  at  Midfummer  nixt  to  come  ; 
and  if  anv  be  found  obftinate  and  inobedient,  to  proceed  againft  them, 
according  to  the  a6ts  of  the  Kirk,  with  the  cenfures  thereof;  and  further 
commits  unto  their  faid  brethren  to  try  the  accufationes  conteaned  in 
procefs  layed  againft  Alexander  Urquhart  be  the  brethren  of  Rofs ;  and 
quhat  they  doe  in  the  one  and  other,   to  report   again  to   the  nixt  AfTem- 

blie.  C] 

Anent  perfons  defyreand  to  entir  in  the  funclioun  of  the  Miniflrie  : 
The  Kirk  ordaines  the  particular  Prefbyteries  to  try  and  examine  them  ; 
and  fuch  as  they  find  qualified,  to  provyde  them  to  kirks. 

[Anent  the  reconciliatione  of  the  feeds  in  the  "Weft  :  The  Affemblie 
ordeans  the  brethren,  to  whom  commiffion  was  given  hereto  in  the  laft 
Affemblie,  to  travel  thereinto,  as  they  will  aniwer  to  the  Affemblie,  accord- 
ing to  the  faid  commiffione.  C] 

[Thanks  being  given  to  God,]  The  nixt  Affemblie  appointit  at  Eden- 
burgh,  the  24  of  October  nixt,  except  fome  neceffar  occafioune  interveine, 
be  the  advertifement  of  the  Elderfchip  of  Edenburgh,  and  the  Kings 
Minifters,  quherby  they  may  be  brocht  together  fooner, 


UNIVERSALL  KIRK  01    SCOTLAND. 


Kx   Rkoisi  no  Si:ci;i.i  i  CONCILII. 

Apud  caftrum  de  Striueling,  duodecimo  die  menfis  Aprilis,   Anno  Domini 

I™  V  Ixxxij 

Rege  prefente.  lerunt. 

Efmeus  Dux  Lennoxie.  Robertas  Commendatarius  de  Dumfermling. 

Jacobus  Conn-  de  Arrane.     Adamus  Commendatarius  de  Cambufkynneth 
Dauid  Comes  de  Craufurd.  Commendatarius  de  Culr 

Willielmus  Comes  de  Go wt)  e.  ( lomputorum  Rotulator. 
ibus  Dominus  Downe.      Clericus  Regiftri. 

( Ilericus  Jufticiarie. 

Bifchoprik  ofGlalgow  diuoluit  in  the  K 

Anent  oure  Souerane  Lordis  lettirs  direct  makand  mentioun,  fforli 

as  be  certane  Commiflioners  authorizil  be  hi>    Hienes  and  the  General! 

Alfemblie  of  the    Kirk,    convenit  at  Leith  in  the  moneth  of  Januar  the 

-fir  of  God  ]fl)  V"  Ixxj  jeris,  certane  articles  and  ordoures  wer  aggreil 

vpoun,   twitcheing  the  prouifioun  of  qualifeit  perfonis  to   Archebifchep- 

rikkis  and   Bii'choprikkis  racand,  to  Hand  and  continew  to  his   Hienes 

minoritie,   »>r  confenl    of   Parliament:      And   the  famyn  wes  allow  it  and 

approvit  be  bis  Hienes,  and  his  umquhile  richt  traift  couling,   Johnne  Erll 

of  Mar,    Lord  Erfkin,    Regent  to  his  Hienes  his  realme  and  liegis  for  the 

tyme,   in  bis  Hienes  name,   and   ordanit  to  haue  the  ftrenth  of  ane  ai 

his  Hient  -  Secrete  Couniale  in  the  meyntyme.     According  to  the  quhilk 

the  I'"  laceis  an  1  rtheris  inferiour  benefices  within  this  realme  racand,  hes 

tttil  and  conferrit  fenfyne ;  and  namelie  the   Archebifchoprik  of 

Glafgow  to  vmquhile  Maifler  James    Boyd,  lafl   pofleflbur  thairof,  quha 

iartit  this  lyflF.     His  Hienes  licence  to  cheis  of  all   bonoure  and  com- 

mendatioun  of  Maifter  Eloberl  Montgomery,  Minuter  ol  Godis  Word,  fi  i 

prouifioun  of  him  to  the  laid  Archebifchoprik,  tresdirecl  to  the  Cheptoure 

of  the  Seitt  of  Glalgow,   nominat  and  appointil  foi    electing  of   the  (aid 

bebifchop ;  (|uhilk  Cheptoun  confiftit  in  xxxij  Channonries  or  Preben- 

dareis  fundatioun,  diilim-t  <t  feuerall  benefit  he  prefenl  pofiefibun  -. 

Off  the  quhilk  famom  as  ar  enterit  in  the  funcltoun  of  the  Miniflerie,  wet 
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ordanit  to  be  of  the  Cheptoure  for  electioun  of  the  Archebifchop  :   as  ali'ua 

how  fone  the  remanent  poileffoures  of  the  faidis  benefices  fal   happin   to 

depart  this  lyff,   the  benefices  alwyfe  to  be   difponit  to  qualifeit  perfonis, 

that  fuld  entir  in  the  functioun  of  the   Miniflerie,   and  thay  to  be  of  the 

Cheptonre  :     Andquhill  the  perfonis,  prefent  poireffoures  of  the  benefices, 

not  enterit  in   the  functioun   of  the    Miniftrie,    be  departit  this   lyff,   to 

adioyne  thame  quhilkis  ar  already  Minifters  prouidit  to  the  faidis  benefices. 

The  vther  Minifters  of  the  Kirkis  following,   to   reprefent  and  fupj)le  the 

Chaptoure  in  eledtioun  of  the  faid  Archebifchop,  quhilkis  will  not  convene 

to  that  effect,  without  thay  be  compellit.     And  anent  the  charge  gevin  to 

Maifter  Dauid  Werays,   Perfoun  of  Glafgow,    Maifter  Thomas  Siuetoun, 

Principall  of  the  College  of  Glafgow,   as   Perfoun   of  Govane,    Maifter 

William  Churnefyde,   Perfoun  of  Luis,    Maifter  Thomas  Jak,    Minifter  of 

Rutherglen,  Maifter  Andro  Polwort,  Subdene  of  Glafgow,  Maifter  Johne 

Howefoun,  Perfoun  of  Cambuilang,  Johne  Anderfoun,   Minifter  at  Kirk- 

patrik,     Maifter   Archebald    Douglas,    Archedene    of    Glafgow,    Maifter 

.Robert  Ker,   Archedene  of  Tiviotdale,    Maifter  James  Hill,    Perfoun  of 

Erfkin,   Maifter  James  Bryfoun,    Subchantoure  of  Glafgow,   James  Blak- 

wood,  Perfoun  of  Sanquhair,    Maifter  Andro  Hay,   Perfoun  of  Renfrew, 

Johnne  Porterfeild,   Perlbun  of  Air,  Maifter  Johnne  Loverance,   Perfoun 

of  Douglas,  Maifter  Hector  Douglas,  Perfoun  of  Ancrum,  Maifter  William 

Hammyltoun,   Perfoun   of  Cumnok,    Maifter  James  Betoun,    Perfoun  of 

Auld  Roxburgh,  Maifter  Thomas  Cranftoun,  Perfoun  of  Alkirk,   Maifter 

George  Hay,    Perfoun  of  Dodilftoun,    Edward  Cuftik,   Minifter  at  Dum- 

bertane,    Maifter  Johnne   50Ling'»    Minifter    at   Irwing,    Maifter   Robert 

Lyndfay,    Minifter   at  Lanerk,    Maifter  Johnne   Dauidfoun,    Minifter  at 

Hammyltoun,  Johnne  Spehard,  Minifter  at  Campfy,  Maifter  James  Greg, 

Minifter  at  Cammonell,    Maifter  Petir  Prymrois,  Minifter  at   Mauchlene, 

Maifter  Johne  Inglis,   Minifter  at  Vchiltre,   Maifter  Patrik  Walkinfchaw, 

Minifter  at  Stevinfoun,  Johnne  M'Crone,  Minifter  at  Straiton,  To  haue  con- 

venit  in  the  cietie  of  Glafgow,  at  the  ordinar  place  of  the  eccleiiafticall  Affem- 

blies,   at  ane  certane  day  bypaft  :     And  thair  the  faid  Maifter  Andro  Hay 

reprefenting  the  place  of  the  Dene,   the  laid  Maifter  Archebald  Douglas, 

Archedene  of  Glafgow,  his  a  win  place,   the  faid  Robert  Ker,   Archedene 

of  Tiviotdale,   his  awin  place,    and   the  faid  Maifter   Dauid   Wemys,   the 

place  of  the   Chancellour,   to  haue  procedit  in  the    electing  of  the  faid 

Archebifchop  according  to  his  Hienes  licence,   and  lettirs  of  commenda- 


1582.  UNIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  S<  OTLAND. 

tioun  direct  to  thame  to  that  effect,   as  thay  wald  anfuer  to   his  Hien 
vpoun  thair  obedience,  and  vnder  the  pane  of  rebellioun   and  putting  of 
thame  I  i   the   home;  or  ollis  to  haue  comperit   befoir   his    Hienes  a 
Lord  is  of  s  Counfale,   al    ane   certane  day  bypaft,   and  fchawin  ane 

relTonable  caufe,  quhy  the  (amin  fuld  not  li  i". 

tioun  to  thame  and  thay  failgeit,  vtheris  lettirs  fuld  be  direcl  limpliciter 
put  thame  to   the   home,   lyke   as  at   mair   lenth  is  contenit  in  the  faidis 
lettirs.     Quhilkis  being  callit,  and  the  faidis  Maifters  Andro  I  lay,    Dauid 
Wemyis,  Thomas  Smetoun,  Thomas  Jak,  Andro  Polwart,  Johnn  •  An  i 
foun,  and  Johnne  irfeild  comperand  all  perfonalie,  and  the  remanent 

perfonis  abonewrittin  being  oftymes  callit   and   not   comperand,   the  1 
Maifter   Andro  Hay  proteftit  that   nathing    i  i  in   this 

fuld  onywife  preiuge  the  Word  of  God,  liberties  and  preuilege  of  the  Kirk, 
nor  the  lawes  of  this  realme  maid  anent  the  fame,   and   dej  lir- 

vpoun.     Qnhilk   proteflatioun  with  diuers  vtheris  the  reQbnis 
tionis  of  the  foiriaidis  perfonis  comperand,  as  laid  is,    being  hard  and  con- 
liderit  be  the  Kingis  Maieftie  and  the  fai  lis  I.  »r  lis,  and  thay  rypelie  aduifit 
thair  with,  the  Kingis  Maieftie,  with  aduife  of  the  faid 
declaris,  That  in  reipecl  of  the  foirfaidis  perfonis  reprefenting  the   De 
and  Cheptour  foiriaid,   had  delayit  to  follow  fnrth  in   this  cais,   the  faid 
order  and  forme  aggreit  vpoun  at  Leith,  in  maner  .  notwithftandin 

that  thay  wet  diuers  tymes,  be  his  Maiefti(  3  lettirs  and  vtherwyfe,  requirit 
thairto,  that  thairfore  the  richt  difpofitioun  of  the  laid  Bifchoprik  isdiuoluit 
and  becum    in   his   Hienes   handes  ;    and  that  his  .Maieilie,    in  the  fame 
refpect,  may  mak  difpofitioun  of  the  lame  heirefter  to  quhom  his  Hien 
thinkis  guide. 

Difcharge  of  pro<  ontra  Mr  R  imery. 

Anent  oure  Souerane  Lordis  lettirs  railit  at  the   intlau 
Robert  Montgomery,  Minifter,  makand  mentioun,  that  quhair,  vpoun  the 
xvj  day  of  Marche  lall  bypaft,   be  obtenit   ane  difcharge  difcharj  the 

biterie  of  Striueling,   and  all  vtheris  Prefbit 
ony  citationes  of  excommunicatioun,   or  vtheris  innouatioun,  or  troubling 
of  him,   for  afpiring  to  the  Bifchoprick  of  Glaigow,  or  troubling    of  his 
brethrene  in  admillioun  thairto,  as  the  art  thairvpoun prefentit and fchawin 
at    mair  lenth    heir-:    notwithstanding   quhairof  the  faid    Elderfch 
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Striueling  hes  of  new  diredtit  ane  citatioun,  chargeing  the  faid  Maifter 
Robert  to  compeir  befoir  the  Elderfchippis  of  Edinburgh,  Dalkeith,  Lin- 
lythgow  and  Striueling,  within  the  New  Kirk  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh, 
the  thrid  day  of  Aprile  inftant :  Quhilkis  Elderfchippis  intendis  maift 
obftinatlie  and  diffobedientlie  to  proceid  to  excommunicatioun  aganis  him, 
and  will  not  faill  to  proceid  thairintill,  without  his  Hienes  and  the  Lordis 
of  Secrete  Counfale  prouide  reraeid  ;  albeit  his  Maieftie  and  the  faidis 
Lordis,  be  thair  faid  act,  hes  found  thame  felffis  only  Jugeis  competent 
thairto,  as  groundit  vpoun  the  Act  maid  at  Leith,  betuix  his  Hienes  and 
the  Commillioners  of  the  haill  Kirk.  And  anent  the  charge  gevin  to 
Maifler  Nicholl  Dalgleifche,  as  Moderator  of  the  haill  Synodall  Afl'emblie  ; 
Maifter  James  Lowfoun,  Maifter  Robert  Pont,  Maifter  Andro  Symfoun, 
for  thame  felffis,  and  in  name  of  the  haill  Prefbiterie  of  Edinburgh  ;  Pa- 
trick Gillafpie,  Moderator  of  the  haill  Prefbiterie  of  Striueling,  for  him 
felf  and  the  faid  haill  Prelbiterie  ;  Patrik  Kennoquhy,  Moderator  of  the 
Prefbiterie  of  Linlythgow,  for  him  felf  and  the  haill  Prelbiterie  of  Linlyth- 
gow ;  and  Maifter  George  Ramfay,  Moderator  of  the  Prelbiterie  of 
Dalkeith,  for  him  felf  and  the  remanent  his  haill  brethrene  thairof,  To 
haue  comperit  perfonalie  befoir  the  Kingis  Maieftie  and  Lordis  of  Secrete 
Counfale,  at  ane  certane  day  bypaft,  bringand  and  produceand  with 
thame  the  (aid  principall  citatioun,  togidder  with  all  vther  proces  led  and 
deducit  be  thame  in  the  faid  mater,  to  haue  bene  fene  and  confidderit ;  and 
to  haue  hard  and  fene  the  famin  decernit,  to  haue  bene  inorderlie  direclit 
and  procedit,  as  expres  contrar  the  faid  a6l  and  ordoure  aggreit  vpoun  at 
Leith,  and  to  be  fufpendit  limpliciter  in  tyme  cuming,  lyke  as  at  mair  lenth 
is  contenit  in  the  faidis  lettirs.  Quhilkis  being  callit,  and  the  faid  Maifter 
Robert  Montgomery  comperand  perfonalie,  and  the  faidis  Prefbiterie  and 
Elderfchip  of  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  and  Dalkeith,  for  the  maift  part 
comperand  alfua  perfonalie ;  quha,  be  the  pronunciatioun  of  Maifter 
Robert  Pont,  ane  of  thair  nowmer,  proteftit,  That  albeit  thay  be  perfonalie 
prefent,  and  thairin  hes  declarit  thair  obedience  to  his  Maieftie,  as  thay 
myndit  to  continew  his  Hienes  obedient  fubie6tis  to  thair  lyfes  end  ;  git 
thay  altogethir  difaffentit  to  accept  and  admit  his  Maieftie  and  the  faidis 
Lordis  to  be  Judgeis  competent  in  this  caufe,  being  eccleliafticall,  as  thay 
allegeit,  quhilk  properlie  appertenit  to  the  jugement  and  iurifdidlioun  of 
the  Kirk  ;  and,  thairfore,  that  nathing  to  be  done  thairin  prefentlie  fuld 
onywyfe  be  preiudiciall  to  the  Word  of  God,   liberties  and  preuilegeis  of 
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the  Kirk,  nor  t.»  the  lawia  of  thi^  realme  maid  anent  ill  •  famin,  and  de- 
pending  thairvpoun.  Quhilk  proteflatioun,  with  diuers  vtheris  the  reflbnis 
.mil  allegationea  <>!  baith  the  faidia  parteis,  being  hard  and  confideril  l>c 
the  faidia  Lordis,  and  thay  ryplie  aduiiil  thairwith,  the  Kimji-  Maieftie, 
with  aduife  of  the  faidia  Lordis,  difchargeia  the  lour  faidia  Prefbiteriea  and 
Elderfchippis,  and  all  vtheris  Prefbiteries,  Elderichippis,  and  General]  and 
Synodal]  Affembleis,  off  all  proceding  aganis  the  laid  Maifter  Robert 
Montgomery,  for  afpyring  to  the  laid  Bifchoprick  of  Glafgow,  or  troubling 
or  perfewing  of  hia  brethrene  for  the  famin,  or  for  onj  promife  maid  be 
him  thairanent,  or  ony  vther  thing  depending  thairvpoun,  in  tyme  by- 
gaine,  and  o['  thair  offices  in  that  part  ;  without  preiudice  alwyfe  to  the 
fame  Prefbiteriea  and  Elderfchippis,  or  vthera  haueand  lauchfull  pow< 
proceid  aganis  him  for  on)  vther  caufe  or  actioun  twitching  hia  lyfF, 
trine,  manera  and  conuerfatioun,  as  accordis. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXII. 


The  [extraordinary]  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at 
Edinburgh  in  the  New  Kirk  therof,  the  27  day  of  Junij  1582  : 
Where  there  was  prefent  the  Commiffioners. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Andro  Melvill,  [Principall  of  the  New  Col- 
ledge  of  Sanct  Andrews,  and  laft  Moderator,]  quho  was  continewit  Mo- 
deratour  vnto  the  nixt  Affemblie. 


Seffio  la- 

Anent  the  lang  difcourfe  made  be  [their  brother,]  John  Durie,  of  his 
calling  before  the  Kings  Majeflie  and  Counfell,  his  anfwer,  and  haill  pro- 
ceffe  vfed  againfi  him  ;  as  alio  a  charge  to  him  this  day,  be  the  Kings  letter, 
to  remove  off  the  towne  ;  craveand  in  end  the  good  advyce  of  the  breither, 
Whither  he  fould  remove  from  his  flock  according  to  the  [Kings]  charge, 
or  remaine  according  to  his  calling,  being  alwayes  ready  to  follow  thair 
determinatioun,  howibevir  the  brethren  thinks  expedient  to  give  it.  The 
Kirk  [prefent  thoght  meet  to]  direct  David  Fergufone  and  Mr  Thomas 
Buchannan  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  to  vnderftand  his  meaning  therin,  and 
to  crave  [humblie]  of  his  Hienes  the  performance  of  the  promife  made  to 
certaine  of  the  brether  concerning  him  :  as  alio  to  lament  vnto  his  Hie- 
nes the  cace  of  thair  brether  of  Glafgow,  chargit  to  Sancl  Johnftoun,  and 
to  make  fute  for  them  to  this  effect :  alfo  ane  mifiive  [to  be  drawn]  to 
be  directit  to  Johne  Duncanfone  to  concurre  earneftly  with  them  [in  the 
laid  matter.] 
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[The  conclufion  of  the  Moderator  and  his  Affeflbra  being  proponed  to 
the  Affemblie,  without  farther  examination,  the  letter  wliich  was  written 
be  them  to  that  effect,  was  fubfcrived  be  the  Clerk  of  the  Affemblie,  and 
thej  difmiffed.   C] 

Anent  the  deiyre  of  the  Commiflioners  direct  from  the  Counfell  oi 
Edinburgh  to  the  Afiemblie,  craveing  thair  counlell  concerning  the  charge 
givin  to  tin  Proveft,  Bailgies,  and  Counlell  of  Edinburgh,  for  removeing 
of  Johne  Durie  their  Minifter :  The  Kirk  ordaiuit  [their  brethren,]  -Mr- 
James  Lowfone,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Andro  Hay,  Robert  Pont,  David 
Lindefay,  and  Johne  Craig,  to  concurre  with  Inch  a-  the  Counfell  will 
deput,  the  morne  [at  halt'  hour  to  feven,  and]  to  confult,  conferre,  and 
reafon  concerning  the  matter. 

[Forfameikle  as  he  man]  ^reeves  wherewith  the  godly  and  faithfull 
brethren  of  the  Kirk  are  wounded,  whereupon  doubtlels  great  perells  are 
threatned  to  the  whole  Kirk  of  Cod  within  this  natione,  it  is  thoght  i  \- 
pedient,  That  the  brethren  of  each  Elderfhip  conveen  themielres  together, 
and  advile  diligently  upon  the  f aid  greeves  betwixt  and  the  morn,  and  to 
prefent  the  lame  in  forme,  to  be  conlidered  be  the  whole  Ailemblie.   C] 


E 
Anent  the  informatioun  made  ho  [their  brother,]  Johne  Durie,  that  i 

taine  brether,  direct  from  the  Counfell  of  the  towne,  movit,  to  him  as  ap- 
peirs,  tioun,  hes  defyrit  him,   for  avoiding  of  the  danger  that 

may  fall  vpon  his  Hock,  to  abfent  and  withdraw  himfelfe  a  fpace  aff  the 
towne  privilie,  defyrand  [herein]  to  vnderftand  the  good  judgement  of  the 
Kirk  ;  protefling,  for  his  awin  opinion,  that  becaufe  his  removeall  mai  be 
prejudicial!  to  the  comoun  caufe,  and  his  privie  departing  [appear]  ane 
i  of  the  vice  vpon  him,  quherwith  he  is  vniuftlie  chargeit  ;  thai 
without  thair  counfell  heirin,  hi- awin  deliberat  mynd  is  to  abide,  be  it 
with  the  hazard  of  his  life  :  And  farther  feeing  that  his  doctrine,  quherof 
he  was  accufil  in  Counlell,  in  force  and  fubftance  wasjuftified  at  his  awin 
Pr<  (byterte,  and  !  i  bis  awin  Seffioun  of  Edinburgh,  That  the  brether  wald 

•1  u 
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give  him  that  teftimoniall,  that  he  had  travellit  faithfullie  in  his  vocatioun, 
no  fault  being  found  with  him  in  his  doctrine,  or  impute  to  his  lyfe  ;  as 
als,  if  it  pleafe  God  that  he  be  compellit  to  remove,  that  he  may  have 
libertie  elfequher  to  preach  the  Evangell,  quher  it  fall  pleafe  God  to  give 
him  the  occahoun  of  tyme  and  place,  for  difcharge  of  his  awin  confcience 
and  calling. 

The  brether,  after  good  advyce  and  deliberatioun,  in  ane  voyce  thocht 
it  not  meitt  that  he  fould  remove  off  the  towne  privilie,  but  abyde  the 
charge  to  be  given  be  the  Proveft  and  Baillies  to  him. 

And  as  to  his  do6trine,  lyfe,  and  converfatioun  :  The  haill  Kirk  acknow- 
ledge nothing  in  him  bot  found,  true,  and  wholefome  do6lrine,  vpright 
and  honeft  in  lyfe  and  converfatioun  ;  giving  him  libertie,  in  cace  of  his 
removeing,  to  preach  the  Evangell  faithfullie,  quher  God  fall  offer  the  occa- 
houn, vntill  it  pleafe  him  to  reflore  him  to  the  charge  of  his  awin  flock. 

[Anent  the  greeves  appointed  of  the  brethren  this  day  to  be  prefented 
in  publick  a  certain  day,  being  conceived  in  writ  j  being  read  and  con- 
iidered,  it  was  thoght  expedient,  that  the  fame  fould  be  qualified  in  better 
forme,  collected  and  prefented  in  better  order  be  their  brother,  Mr  Tho- 
mas Smetone,  to  be  again  conlidered  after  they  be  put  in  mundo.   C] 

The  Kirk  gives  thair  full  power  and  commiifioun  to  [their  loved  breth- 
ren,] Mrs  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  Adame  Johnfloun  and  David  Hoome, 
to  pafle  to  the  Dukes  Grace,  to  make  informatioun  to  him  of  the  great 
flander  [rifen  be  interteanment]  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  in  his  focietie, 
fince  [the  tyme  of]  the  fentence  of  excommunicatioun  pronouncit  againfl 
him  ;  to  intimat  vnto  him  the  faid  fentence  with  gentle  and  difcreit  per- 
fwafiouns  ;  to  ihew  the  danger  therof,  and  quhat  be  Acts  of  AfFemblie  is 
concludit  aganis  receivers  and  mantainers  of  excommunicat  perfons  ;  de- 
fyreing  him  earnefllie  to  remove  [him]  fra  his  companie  ;  and  to  give  ad- 
monitioun  to  him  to  that  effect,  and  in  cace  he  continue  inobedient,  that 
the  Kirk  will  proceid  againfl:  him  according  to  thair  a6lis. 


Seflio  4a- 

Johne  Duncanfone,  [his  Graces  Minifler,]  prefentit  a  letter  from  the 
Kings  Grace  concerning  the  Laird  of  Mynto,  and  certaine  of  the  Magis- 
trates and  citizens  of  Glafgow,  defyreand,   in  effect,   that  matter  [to]]  be 
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bandlil  befor  the  Counfell,  with  credit  to  be  givin  to  the  bearer,  [aa  bia 
Majefties  letter  ;tt  lenth  contains,  prefented  be  the  laid  John,  bearer  I 
of,]  quho  vtterif  his  crydet,  and  (hew,  Thai  his  Majeflie  continues,  and  (all 
conftantlie  continue  to  the  cud,  in  the  true  profeflioun  of  the  religioun  pre- 
(entlie  eftablifchit  within  this  realme  :  And  as  to  the  actioun  of  Glaigow, 
vpon  fupplicatioun  to  be  givin  in  to  the  Counfell,   Inch  ordour  falbe  takin 

the  Kirk  falbe  therwith  fatiffied. 

Anent  the  fummounds  [and  citatione]  produceit  agains  the  bids  perfona 
to  heit  tryall  tane  of  the  violence  done  be  them  aganis  Mr  John  How  ion.', 
and  to  heir  them  convict,  l  ft  ommnnicat,  and  call  in  t'nrth  of  the  (bcietie  of 
the  faithful  1,  for  the  committing  of  the  laid  haynoua  offence  and  Qander  ; 
ie  rummounds  dewlie  execul  and  indorfit  at  length  buire  :  The  laid- 
lis  all  being  callit,  and  none  compeirand  except  John  Grahame,  quho 
denyed  the  contents  therof  for  his  part  :  The  faids  (ummounde  being  givin 
to  probatioun,  and  MrsJohne  Davidfone,  Johne  Hamiltoun,  Andro  Knox, 
Patrick  Walkinfchaw,  Thomas  Jack,  Richart  Wright,  Archibald  Eglin- 
toun,  and  John  Stoddart,  being  fworne,  receivit  and  admittit  witne 
the  Kirk  ordainit  them  to  be  prefent  the  morne  in  the  morning,  befor  the 
Moderatour  and  his  Afleflbure,  to  depone  in  the  laid  matter. 

Seflio  5 

The  brethren  direclit  to  the  Kingis  Majeflie  [to  underftand  hi-  meaning] 
concerning  Johne  Durie,  and  the  brethren  of  Glaigow,  reportit  his  Graces 

wryting,  in  eiVect  bearing,    That  at  the  coming  of  the  Dukes  (irace,    quho 

had  intrefs  in  that  matter  concerning  the  faid  John,  vpon  fupplicatioun  to 
ivin  in,  conGderatioun  lon'.d  be  had  therof:  And  as  to  the  brethi  r  of 
Glafgow,  the  actioun  quhilk  the  Kirk  hea  in  hand  againfl  the  Provefl  <>t 
Glaigow  and  his  Collegues  being  fuperleidit,  he  wald  difpenfe  with  the 
brether  of  Glaigow  to  the  laxt  day  of  July  niz(  t«>  come,  a-  the  letter  at 
length  hear.  s. 

Anent  the  procefle  deduced  againfl  the  Provefl  of  GlalgOW  and  hi-  C'ol- 

The   Kirk   ordainea  thair  brethren,   Mr-  J  Melvill,  Johne 

Porterfeild,  and  Patrick  Sharpe,    to  examine  the  remanent    witneil'e-  after- 
nooiie,    (jnhilk  are  produced  and  \  nexaminat  ;    and    in    the    meant\me    for 

the  proces  to  ftay  :    lyke  as  the  faids  witneflk  were  examinal  at  the  tyme 

appointed  he  the  lai  1  Irether. 
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Seffio  6a- 

Anent  the  actioun  laid  aganis  the  Laird  of  Mynto,  Proveft  of  Glafgow, 
and  his  Collegues  :  The  haill  Kirk,  after  publick  reiding  of  the  proceffe, 
and  probatioun  vied  in  the  matter,  and  dew  confideratioun  and  examina- 
tioun  therof,  being  weill  and  rypelie  advifit  therwith,  Finds  the  cryme,  as 
it  is  verified,  provin  and  tryed  befor  them,  to  deferve  to  be  puniihit  with 
excommunicatioun  ;  and,  notthelefs,  at  the  Kings  Majefties  requeill,  con- 
tinues the  pronouncing  of  any  fentence  againft  them  to  the  6  day  of  Julij 
nixt,  quhilk  is  the  day  of  the  Convention  of  the  Nobilitie  at  Perth,  quher 
hope  is  givin  of  repaire  :  Giveand,  grantand,  and  committand  alfo  full 
power  and  coramiffioun  to  the  Commiilioners,  dire6l  be  them  vnto  the 
Kings  Majeltie  and  Counfell,  to  the  faid  Conuentioun,  in  cace  they  fould 
not  fie  remeid  then  put  to  the  matter,  betuixt  the  faid  day  and  the  24  day 
of  the  faid  moneth,  or  fooner,  at  thair  difcretioun,  to  proceid  and  give 
foorth  fentence  in  the  faid  caufe,  and  to  appoint  feverall  perfons  to  the 
executioun  therof,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  the  Kirk  ;  and  ordaines  report  to 
be  made  of  this  continuatioun  to  the  Kings  Majeftie. 

Anent  the  place  occupied  be  Johne  Durie,  ane  of  the  Minifters  of  Edin- 
burgh, [in  the  fun<5tione  of  the  Miniftrie  there,]  prefentlie  removeit  aff  the 
towne  :  The  Kirk  [and  whole  brethren]  prefent  inhibites  and  difcharges 
the  Kirk  and  Prelbyterie  of  Edinburgh,  to  elecl;,  chofe,  or  admitt,  in  any 
wayis,  any  Minilter  in  his  place  of  the  Miniftrie  therof  [to  difplace  him  ;] 
difcharging  alfo  all  Minifters,  [or  that  alpires  to  the  Miniftrie,]  to  attempt 
the  ufurping  or  taking  vpon  them  of  his  charge  and  place  therof,  except 
at  the  defyre  of  the  Minifters  of  Edinburgh,  to  relieve  them,  at  all  tymes, 
quhill  the  General  AHemblie  of  the  Kirk  be  farther  advylit :  and,  in  cace 
any  lalbe  chofin  or  eledlit,  the  haill  Kirk  decernes  the  faid  ele<5tioun  and 
admiffioun  to  be  null  and  of  none  effect. 

[Anent  the  diredlione  given  to  certane  brethren  lent  to  the  Dukes  Grace 
yefterday  :  The  fame  brethren  reported,  that  they  had  iliewn  to  his  Grace 
and  made  intimatione  of  the  excommunicatione  of  Mr  Robert  Monrgome- 
rie,  declared  what  were  the  Acts  made  be  the  Aileinblie,  and  pains  con- 
teaned  therin,  againft  fuch  as  interteane  excommunicat  perfons  :  C]  The 
Duke  of  Lennox  anfuer  to  the  brether  that  was  lent  to  him  concerning 
the  mantaining  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomery>   was,   firft,    a   interrogatour, 
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Whether  the  Kim;  or  the  Kirk  were  fuperiours  ;  and,  therafter,  that  he 
bad  command  of  the  King  to  mantaine  him,  and  of  his  Counfellora  ;  and, 
quhill  he  were  contramandi(  be  him,  he  wald  nol  remove  him. 

The  kirk  having  confidderit  his  anfuer,  Ordaines  the  brethren  of  the 
Miniftrie  thai  ganges  in  commiflioun  to  Perth,  as  they  fie  occalioun  ther, 
and  thegreifenot  reraeidit,  twitching  his  mantaining  of  the  faid  Mr  Rob 
to  proceid  and  appoint  fpeciall  men,  that  fall  proceid  farther  againfl  him 
with  the  cenfuers  of  the  Kirk,  according  to  the  a6ls  of  the  General!  Aflem- 
blie,  to  quhom  the  Kirk  gives  thair  lull  power  to  thai  em  (   , 

The  General]  AJTemblie,  in  ane  voyce,  gives  thair  lull  [tower  and  com- 
milfioun  to  the  Right  Honorabill  [and]  thair  lovit  brother,  John  Erfkine 
of  Dune,  the  Minifters  of  the  Kings  [Majefti 

James  Lowfone,  Thomas  Smeitoun,  Andro  Hay,  David  Lindlay,  Andro 
Polwart,  Peeter  Blackburne,  Patrick  Galloway,  William  Chryftefone, 
David  Fergufone,  James  Melvill,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Johne  Brand,  Pa- 
trick  Gillefpie,  Johne  Porterfeild,  Minifters  [of  Chrifts  ell,]  Andro 

i  il,  [Principal  of  the  New  Col  ledge  ofSandt  Andro  ws,]  to  repare  to- 
ward  (lie  Ki  tjeftie  and  his  noble  Counfell  to  be  conveinil  at   Perth, 

the  6  day  of  Julij  [nixt,]  and   there,    with  all  reverence,   dew   obedit 
and  fubmiflion,    prefent  vnto  his  Hienes  and  Nobilitie  the   fpeciall  gn 
of  the  Kirk,  conceivit  [and  given  in  to  them]   in   wryte,   and   in  thair  be- 
halfes,  lament,  deplore,  and  regrat  the  lame  vnto  his  Hienes  and  Counfell  ; 
craveing,  in  the  name  and  feare  of  the  Eternal!  God,  the  lame  and   every 
ane  of  them  to  l>.'  repairit  and  redreft,   to  the  glorie  of  God,  and  weilfare 
of  his  Majeftie,  and  comfort  of  hi-  Kirk  :     Ami  thervpon,  ifneid  be,  with 
humilitie  to  conferre,  informe,  ami  reafon  ;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  dm: 
report  to  the  next  Aflemblie  :    firme  and  ftabill  baldand  and  for  to   hald 
quhatfoevir  thair  brether  in  the  premuTes  righteouflie  leids  to  !>e  done. 


S  (Ho  ', 
tenour  of  the  Greives  of  the  Kirk  above  fpecified. 

\  uto  jour  Majellie,    [moll]    humhlie  mean.-   and    fchawi 

faithful!  ami  obedient  fubiecls,   tfa     M  of  Gods  Word   within 
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Graces  realme,  conveinit  in  the  Generall  Affemblie  haldin  at  Edinburgh, 
the  27  of  Junij,  That  quher  vpon  the  occafioun  of  diverfe  great  and  evident 
dangers  appeiring  to  the  haill  Kirk  of  God,  and  profellburs  of  his  true 
religioun  in  this  country,  rinding  the  authoritie  of  the  Kirk  abrogat,  the 
cenfures  therof  contemned,  and  violence  v(it  againft  fbnie  of  thair  brether, 
without  punifhment  therof ;  the  lyke  hes  not  bein  fein  in  this  realme,  nor 
any  vther  quher  the  trueth  of  the  Gofpell  hes  bein  preachit  and  receivit : 
And  fearing  leaft  gour  Majeftie,  for  lake  of  informatiomi,  [might]  neglect 
in  tyme  to  provyde  remedie  for  the  inconveniences  licklie  to  enfew  ther- 
vpon,  We  conveinit  ourfelves  in  the  feare  of  God  and  gour  Hienes  obedi- 
ence ;  and  after  diligent  coniideratioun  of  this  prefent  eftate  of  the  Kirk, 
and  enormities  fallin  furth  in  the  fame,  with  commoun  confent  thoght  ne- 
cefiar  [be]  our  Commiffioners  to  prefent  and  open  to  gour  Grace  certaine 
of  our  cheife  and  weightie  greives,  without  haftie  redreffe  quherof  the  Kirk 
of  God  and  true  religioun  can  no  wayes  ftand  and  continue  in  this  gour 
Graces  countrey. 

Firft,  That  gour  Majeftie,  be  advyce  of  lome  Counfellours,  is  cauiit  to 
take  vpon  gour  Grace  that  fpirituall  power  and  authoritie  quhilk  properlie 
belongs  to  Chrift  as  only  King  and  heid  of  the  Kirk  ;  the  miniftrie  and 
executioun  therof  [is  only  given]  to  fuch  as  beare  office  in  the  eccleliaftical 
government  of  the  lame  ;  fwa  that  in  gour  Graces  perfon,  fome  men 
preafes  to  erect  a  new  Paipdome,  as  thogh  gour  Majeftie  could  not  be  full 
King  and  heid  of  this  commoun  wealth,  unles  aftveill  the  fpirituall  as  tem- 
porall  fword  be  put  in  gour  Graces  hand  ;  vnleffe  Chrift  be  bereft  of  his 
authoritie,  and  the  twa  jurifdicliouns  confoundit,  quhilk  God  hes  divydit  ; 
quhilk  direcllie  tends  to  the  wrack  of  all  true  religioun,  as  [be]  the  fpeciall 
heids  following  is  manifeft : 

1.  For  benefices  are  given  be  abfolute  power  to  vnworthie  perfons  in- 
trufit  in  the  office  of  the  Miniftrie,  without  the  Kirks  admiffioun,  direcllie 
againft  the  laws  of  God,  and  a6ts  of  Parliament ;  quherthrow  the  Kirks 
livings  comes  in  profane  mens  hands,  and  vthers  that  fells  thair  foules,  and 
maks  fchipwrack  of  confcience,  for  pleafiire  of  men,  and  obtaining  of  fome 
worldlie  [commoditie.] 

2.  Elderfchips,  Synodalls  and  Generall  Affemblies,  are  difcharged  be 
letters  of  horning  to  proceid  againft  manifeft  offenders,  and  vie  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  Kirk,  and  cenfures  therof,  according  to  Gods  word. 
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3.  John  Durie,  be  acl  ofCounfell,   is  fufpendit  fra  preaching  ;    and  for 

i.ii-  lame  eaul'e  banilihit   lVa  his  flocke. 

I.  Excommunicat  perfons,  in  contempt  of  God  and  of  bis  Kirk, 
mantainit  in  chiefe  Lords  houfes ;    namelie,  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,  au- 
thorizit  and  caufit  to  preach,  and  brocht  to  jour  Majellies  prefence,  quhilk 
i-  a  fore  wound  to  the  confcience  of  them  that  loves  jour  Majeftie,  and 
knowis  jour  Graces  vpbringing,  and  a  heavie  (lander  in  all  natiouns  pro- 

feflin?  the  true  relijionn. 

5.  Ane  act  or  delyverance  of  Counfell  is' made  againft  the  proceidi 
of  the  Miniftrie,   with  a  Qanderous  narrative,  fufpending  Qmpliciter,   and 
difianulling  the  excommunicatioun  juftlie  and  ordourlie  pronouncit  againft 
Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,   a  rebellious  and  obftinat  offender  and  troubler 
i  fthe  Kirk  of  God  ;  and  opin  proclamation-  made  according  therto. 

i).  Contempt  of  Minifters,  and  dinging  of  many  doing  thair  i  and 

fpeciallie  the  violent  drawing  of  Mr  Johne  Howlone  out  of  the  judgement 
feate  quher  he  was  placit  Moderatour  of  the  Prefbyterie,  his  cruel)  and 
outragious  handling,  carieing  to  prifon  lyke  a  tbeife  be  the  Proved  and 
Bailees  ofGlaigow,  and  thair  complices  ;  and,  after  complaint  made,  no 
ordour  takin  with  the  doers  therof,  but  contrariewayis,  mantaining  of 
them,  as  if  the  fame  had  bein  good  lirvi 

7-  Difplaceing  of  the  Minifter  of  Glaigow  out  of  his  rowme,  quhilk, 
without  reproach,   he  hes  occupied  thir  many  jeirs  ;    and  convocation 
the  gentlemen  of  the  countrey  to  that  effi 

Violence  vfit  be  ane  of  jour  Graces  awin  guard  to  pull  him  out 
the  pulpitt,  the  day  (A'  the  Communioun,  in  prefence  of  the  hail! 

Mtioiin,  in  tyme  of  fernmun,  and  no  fault  found  therwith. 

9.  The  officiar  of  the  Kirk  was  cafun  in  prifon  in  -our  Gi  ace, 

and  ther  keipit  a  lang  tyme,  for  executioun  of  letters  direct  againfl  a  par- 
ticular Qanderous  man. 

it).  Minifters,  Mailers  of  Colledgis,  and  fcholers  of  Glafgow,  io  tyme 
ofpublick  fall,  were,  be  letters  of  horning,  compellit  to  leave  thair  flockes 
and  fchooles  deftitute,  and  fenfyne,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  and  place  to  place, 
have  bein  delayit  and  continued,  therby  to  confume  them  be  exorbitant 
expenfis,  and  to  wrack  the  Kirk-  and  Schooles  quherof  they  beare  rule 

and  cha: 

II.  The  Scholers  «i    Glalg   w  were  invaidit,  and  thair  blood  cruellie 
be  the  bailgies  and  commountie  gatherit  he  found  of  the  commoun  hell 
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and  ftraik  of  drum,  and  be  certaine  feditious  men  inflamit  to  have  flaine 
them  all,  and  to  have  brunt  the  Colledge  ;  and  get  nothing-  done  nor  faid 
to  the  authors  of  that  feditioun. 

12.  Hands  fhakin  with  the  bloodie  murtherers  and  perfecuters  of  the 
peiple  of  God,  be  propynes  givin  and  receivit. 

13.  The  Dukes  Grace  oft  tymes  promifed  to  reforme  his  houi'e,  and 
nothing  done  therin. 

14.  The  lawes  made  for  manteinance  of  the  true  religioun,  and  punifch- 
ing  of  the  enemies  therof,  are  not  put  to  executioun  ;  fwa  that  all  things 
goe  loufe,  and  worfe  lyke  to  enl'ew. 

Many  vther  things  ther  be  that  crave  prefent  reformatioun,  quherwith, 
notwithstanding,  we  think  not  expedient  to  trouble  gour  Majeftie  untill 
we  lie  quhat  ordour  be  takin  with  thir  greivous  complaints  ;  befeikand 
gour  Majeftie  moll  humblie,  for  the  love  of  God,  who  lies  plantit  gour 
Grace  in  this  moft  royall  throne,  and  heirvnto  wonderfullie  defendit  and 
mantainit  gour  authoritie,  carefullie  to  looke  vpon  thir  matters  as  becomes 
the  Lievetenant  of  God,  and  a  Chriftian  King  :  and  with  advyce  of  them 
that  feare  God,  and  tenders  gour  Graces  eftate,  and  quyetnes  of  this  com- 
moun  weill,  fo  to  redrefte  the  premiflTes,  that,  firft,  Chryft  above  all  be  ac- 
knowledgit ;  his  Meflingers,  without  feare  or  Hop,  fiifferit  to  execute  thair 
office  ;  the  courfe  of  the  Gofpell  advancit,  [and]  be  the  example  of  the 
worthie  punifliment  of  them  quho  fo  licentioullie  and  contemptuouilie  have 
wrangit  and  injurit  Miniilers  and  profeilburs  of  Gods  Word,  that  vthers 
heirafter  may  be  affrayit  to  interpryfe  the  lyke. 

The  nixt  AHemblie  was  appointit  to  be  at  Edinburgh,  the  24  day  of 
October  nixt  to  come,  except  that  neceflar  and  weghtie  caufes  interveine, 
be  advertifement  of  the  Elderfchip  of  Edinburgh  and  Miniilers  of  his  Ma- 
jellies  houfe. 


.Sl 
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A.  1).  M.I). I, XXXII 


I'm:  General!  Aflemblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh  in  the  New  Kirk 
tberof,  the  mat  day  of  Oftober  1582  :  Quher  were  conveinit, 
Commiifioners  for  the  King,  Mr  James  Halyburton,  and  Colonel] 
Stewart,  and  Commiifioners  of  Erles  Bothwell,  &< ..  Barrons  in 
great  number,  and  Minifters. 


Seffio  l1- 

Exhortatioun  made  l>r   Mr  Andro  Melvill :     Leitts,   Mr-  David  Lind- 
Thomas    Smeitoun,   and    David    Fergufone.     The    laid    Mr    David 
Lindefay,  be  pluralitie  ofvotis,  was  nominal  Moderatour  hac  vice. 

For  the  better  ezpeditione  <■!  actiones  to  be  treated  at  this  Aflemblie, 
tin'  brethren,  at  the  defire  <'t  the  Moderator,  nominal  thir  brethren  follow- 
ing, to  wit,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  James  Lawfbn,  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Thomas  Smeton,  David  Fergufon,  Mr  George  Hay, 
John  Duncanfon,  William  Chriftefone,  the  Laird-  of  Lundie,  Whitting- 
hame,  and  Braid,  to  concur  and  conveen  with  the  Moderator  every  daj 
at  8  hours  on  the  morning,  and  two  afternoon,  and  advife  upon  fucb  things 
as  (all  l>r  proponed  and  reaibned  in  thi-  Aflemblie,  to  the  end  thereof. 
(  .  &  B.  ] 

l  i 
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Seilio  2a- 

The  Kirk  ordainit  [their  brethren,]  the  Minifters  of  Edenburgh,  [to 
goe  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  and,]  in  name  of  the  haill  Kirk,  to  defyre  the 
Kings  Grace  to  fend  fome  Commiffioners,  [authorized]  with  his  Hienes 
Coramiffion,  to  fie  the  proceedings  ther,  and  vote  in  his  name  :  Who 
returneit  [with]  anfvver,  That  they  fould  be  iatiffiet  the  morne 
[therin.] 

Anent  the  commiflioun  to  certaine  brother  to  prefent  vnto  the  Kings 
Majeftie  and  Couniell  at  Perth,  the  greives  and  complaints  of  the  haill 
Kirk  :  The  executioun  therof  being  requyrit,  and  the  faids  greives,  with 
the  anfwers  therto,  being  red  and  confidderit ;  with  commoun  advyce,  it 
was  thoght  the  faids  anfuers  not  dire<Stlie  ineiting  the  articles,  and  therfor 
the  famein,  fo  farre  as  is  not  fatiffied,  to  be  get  infiftit  in,  and  to  be  givin  in 
with  fuch  vther  articles  as  are  meit  git  to  be  craveit :  the  formeing  quher- 
of  the  brethren  committit  to  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Thomas  Smeiton,  Andro 
Polwart,  and  Andro  Melvill ;  [and  to  be  prefented  again  to  the  whole 
AfTemblie  to  be  confidered,  that  thereafter,  with  common  confultatione 
and  confent,  they  may  be  foght  at  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Counfel. 

Anent  the  prefent  dilFentione  and  unhappy  divifione  ttanding  among  the 
neighbours  of  Edinburgh  :  The  AfTemblie  ordeaneth  their  brethren,  Mr 
James  Lawfon,  and  Mr  David  Lindfay  to  goe  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  the 
morne  at  8  hours,  and  humbly  implore  his  Grace  to  interpone  his  autho- 
rise for  reconciliatione  of  the  faids  parties,  that  perfect  amitie  confifting 
amongft  them,  God  may  be  glorified,  and  his  Hienes  uniformly  loved  and 
obeyed. 

Anent  the  conftitutione  of  Prefbyteries  committit  to   certain   brethren, 
where  yet  there  was  none  eftablifhed  :  The  brethren  thoght  meet   to   take 
accompt  of  the  Commilfioners  dilligence  in  this;    and  after  orderly  calling 
offo  many  as  were  prefent,  the  Allemblie  took  the  order  following. 

As  concerning  Cathnes  and  Sutherland  :  It  was  anlwered  by  Mr  George 
Hay,  That  he  faw  not  where  any  Prefbyterie  could  be  weel  conftituto 
within  thefe  bounds. 

Anent  Rofs  :  He  had  written  his  devife  to  Mr  John  Robertfon  ;  and 
yet  had  received  no  anfwer,  whereby  he  might  know  what  had  been  pro- 
ceeded therein  j  as  he  had  alfo  done  in  Murrey. 
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The  Affemblie  preient  ordeansthe  laid  Mr  George,  with  all  diligence, 
to  eftablifh  ;i  Prefbytrie  in  Sutherland  and  Cathnea,  where  the  fame  may 
mofl  conyeniently  be  erected  ;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr  John 
Robertfone,  to  proceid  and  ellahlilh  ane  Elderfhip  in  Roffe,  if  the  [amine 
be  nol  already  planted. 

A-^  to  Murrey,  Aberdeen,  and  Banff,  and  the  Pre(bytries  to  be  erected 
(here:  The  Affemblie  gives  commiflione  to  the  (aid  Mr  George,  and  Mr 
John  Keith  of  Murrey,  and  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  MrGe<  rge  Patter- 
rone,  David  Eiowefone,  James  Reid,  Steven  Mafone,  with  concurren< 
Mr  Peeter  Bleckburne,  to  conftitute  Elderflrips,  as  they  [all  find  mofl  con- 
venient within  thefe  bounds,  making  al waves  the  place  of  Elderlhips  in 
Aberdeen,  and  not  Kintor;  adjoyning  to  the  linn:',  Nig,  Marie  Culter, 
Banquhcfrie  Devynnik,  Durris ;  and  what  herein  (hall  he  dune  to  reporl 
to  the  nix t  Conventione  :  unto  the  which  time,  it'  the  laid  Prefbytries  be 
not  erected,  th,*  Affemblie  giveth  commiflione  to  the  (aid  brethren  to  uie 
the  office  of  \  ifitors,  as  was  accuftomed  before  the  forme  of  Blderihips 
came  in  ufe. 

Anent  the  Prefbyteries  of  Teviottdale  :  For  as  meikle  as  the  Aflembly 
underftanda,  that  be  reafon  of  the  raritie  of  qualified  Minifters  dure,  a 
Prefbytrie  cannot  prefently  be  had  ;  and  that  alfwa  divers  unmeet  for  the 
functione  of  the  Miniflrie,  a^  yetabide  in  office  ;  the  Aflembly- giveth  com- 
mifBone  to  their  brother,  John  Brand,  to  vifit  the  bounds  thereof,  till  the 
nixt  Affemblie,  and  in  the  meantime,  with  all  convenient  dilligrence,  to 
fummond  before  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh  fuch  perlbns  forefaids,  as 
(hall  be  judged  unapt  for  their  functiones,  to  give  tryall  of  their  doctrine 
and  qualities  there ;  and,  if  the]  be  found  inidoneous,  t<>  deprive  of  their 
offices  be  advice  of  the  laid  Prefbytrie:  and  in  the  mean  time,  while  a 
better  order  be  tane,  the  (aid  Country  to  refort  to  the  Synodall  Affemblie 
of  Lothiane.   ( '.  1 


Seffio 

In  prefence  of  the  haill  Affemblie,  compeirit  Mr  James  flaliburtoun  and 
Collonell  William  Stewart,  ami  prefentit  the  Kings  Maiefties  commiffioun 
in  wryte;  tin-  tenour  quherof  loll  owe- : 

We,  he  the  teiionr  beirof,  with  the  advyce  "l  the  Lords  ot   our  Secreit 
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Counfell,  gives  and  grants  authoritie,  full  power  and  commiffioun,  to  our 
right  truflie  and  well  belovit  Mr  James  Haliburtoun,  Proved  of  Dundie, 
and  Colonell  William  Stewart,  coniunetlie  and  feverallie,  for  vs  and  in  our 
name,  to  paffe  to  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  our  realme,  and 
ther  to  heir  and  conlidder  the  matters  proponed,  tending  to  the  advance- 
ment of  Gods  glorie,  and  his  true  religion,  corre6lioun  of  maners,  and 
mantaining  of  the  ecclefiafticall  matters  in  decent  and  comlie  ordour, 
as  the  Word  of  God  requyres  and  allowes,  and  to  report  the  matters  pro- 
ponit  and  intreattit  to  vs  for  our  allowance  and  ratificatioun  of  the  fame, 
as  appertaines ;  and  generallie  all  and  fundrie  vther  things  to  doe,  that 
to  the  furtherance  of  all  godlie  and  good  matters  is  necefTarlie  requyrit  : 
firme  and  Itabill  &c.  Sublcryvit  with  our  hand  at  Halierudehous  x  day  of 
October  1582,  and  of  our  reigne  the  16  geir. 


Seffio  4*- 

[Anent  the  difficultie  moved  twiching  the  Prefbytries  of  Merce,  Teviot- 
daile  and  Tweddale  :  The  AH'emblie  thinketh  meet,  that  all  three  be 
joyned  to  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of  Lothiane  :  C]  The  places  [alwife,] 
quher  the  Synodall  Atfemblie  fall  conveine,  f'albe  changeable  from  tyme 
to  tyme,  as  the  brether  therof  fall  find  meitefl ;  [as  alfo  that  the  fame  rule 
be  oblerved  in  the  reft  of  the  Synodall  Airemblies,]  that  no  ambition  grow 
be  continuing  the  fame  in  ane  place. 


Seilio  5a- 

[Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Minifter  at  Perth,  reported,  that  the  Lady  Athol 
was  excommunicat,  notwithltanding  of  her  pretended  fubfcriptione  fhe 
gave  to  the  Confeffion  of  her  faith,  which  was  read  openly  ;  and  howbeit 
file  had  appealed  from  their  fentence  to  the  Kings  Majeflie,  he  delired 
their  procefs  to  be  confidered,  and  approven,  if  the  famine  was  formallie 
and  weel  deduced  :  The  Affembly  nominats  Mr  George  Hay,  William 
Chriftefbne,  and  David  Fergufbne :  They  confider  the  procefs,  fo  farr  as 
wes  offered  to  their  fight ;  but  the  particular  citationes  were  not  fliowed 
to  them,  becaufe  it  was  alledged  the  famine  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr  Wil- 
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Iiam  (Hal's  who  was  abfenl  ;  alwife  as farr  as  they  bad  found,  they  allowed, 
This  was  their  report  to  the  Aflemblie. 

It  was  given  in  commiffion  before  to  the  Elderfhip  of  Edinburgh,  to 
call  before  them  the  Laird  of  Pharnihirft,  his  ladie  and  daughter  for  going 
to  the  Mefe  in  France,  and  other  ports  beyond  tea,  and  to  fublcrive  the 
Confeffione  of  Faith  fet  out  be  the  Kings  Majefties  proclamationes ;  bul 
this  commiffione  was  not  put  in  executione  be  reafon  of  the  abfence  of  the 
[aids  perfons  oul  of  their  bounds  :  'The  Aflemblie  th<  refore  giveth  full 
power  and  commifllone  to  the  Elderfhip  of  Haddintoune,  with  the  con- 
currence of  William  Sanderfon,  Alexander  Hume,  Mr  Adam  Johnftone, 
Mr  George  Ramfey,  Mr  David  Lindfey,  and  one  of  the  Miniftcrs  of  Eden- 
burgh,  to  call  and  conveen  the  [aid  perfons  before  them  with  diligence, 
within  the  toune  of  Haddintone,  and  to  take  diligent  inquifitione  of  their 
defe&ione  ;  and  in  cafe  the  famine  be  found  true,  to  take  order  therewith 
according  to  the  Acts  of  the  Aflemblie;  and  likewife  to  charge  them  to 
fubfcryve  the  Articles  of  Religione,  and  if  they  repyne,  to  proceed  ac 
ing  to  the  tenor  of  the  Kings  proclamatione. 

The  Aflemblie  ordeans  Alexander  Forrefter,  Minifter  of  Tranent,  to 
fummon  Adam  Bifchope  of  Orkney  to  compeir  beforethe  Aflemblie  after- 
noone,  to  anfwer  to  Inch  things  as  the  Aflemblie  will  lay  tohischarg  .  '-  . 

Anent  Bifchops  :  Seeing  the  great  Dander  and  offence  arifeing  to  the 
Kirk  be  thair  impunitie  and  overlight,  being  altogether  out  of  rule,  the 
Kirk  hes  thoght  it  expedient,  that  [their  brethren,  t'>  witt,  |  the  Kings  Ma- 
jefties Commiffioners,  mj  Lord  Boyd,  the  Laird  of  Capringtoun,  with  the 
Afleflburs  of  the  Moderatour,  conveine  [afternoon  in]  .Mr  dam.-  Lowfons 
gallerie,  and  advife  folidlie  vpon  fome  fubftantious  ordour,  [to  be  taken 
with  them,  to  be  propofed  to  the  who!,  Aflemblie,  that  the  famine  being 
found  equitable  may  be  eitabliihed  be  common  confent  of  the  brethren. 


S    " 

Anent  the  fummoning  of  the  Bifliop  of  Orknej  conforms  to  the  c  >m- 
maud  given  before  noon  :  The  faid  Bifliop  being  prefent  and  required  to 
t  ike  his  particular  flock,  and  to  doe  hi-  deutie  in  his  vocatione  <»l  the  Mi- 
niftrie,  wherefrae  this  while  bygone  he  hath  c,  ifed,  gave  his  anfwer,  That 
for  the  inabilitie  of  his  perfon  .•  and  continual  Gcknes,  whereunto  he 
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hath  been  fubjecl,  and  is  yet  as  he  was,  nor  is  not  able  to  difcharge  that 
weighty  funclione,  howbeit  he  bears,  as  God  knows,  good  will  in  all  things 
he  may  to  profit  the  Kirk,  and  alfwa,  lb  long  as  he  had  abilitie,  he  gave 
proof:  The  Aflemblie  appointed  him  to  confer  with  Mr  Andrew  Melvil 
and  Mr  Thomas  Smetone  hereanent  while  the  morn  ;  and  they  to  give 
direct  anfwer  to  the  whole  Aflemblie  concerning  the  premifes. 

Ordeans  the  perfon  fufpecT;  of  the  penning  of  the  llanderous  Proclama- 
tione  made  againll  the  whole  Miniftrie,  to  be  fummoned  to  compear  before 
the  whole  Affemblie  to  anfwer  therefore. 

Anent  the  Citatione  directed  be  the  Moderator  of  the  laft  Aflemblie 
againll  Archibald  Hegget  and  his  Collegues,  to  anl'wer  for  haunting  the 
company  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  after  excommunicatione  of  him,  and 
due  intimatione  made  to  him  thereof;  and  for  other  enormities  committed 
be  them  againll  the  Kirk  and  Miniftrie  thereof;  and  to  hear  them  decern- 
ed to  underly  fuch  cenfures  as  their  proud  contempt  and  obilinacie  de- 
ferves,  as  the  faid  Citatione  bears  :  who  being  called,  and  James  Montgo- 
merie being  prefent,  who  acknowledged  his  offenfe  in  fpeaking  with  the 
laid  Mr  Robert  diverfe  times  iince  his  excommunicatione,  being  moved,  as 
he  alledged,  be  reafon  of  blood  and  confanguinitie  :  C]  The  AlTembly 
[^prefent  hath  ordained  and]]  ordaines  James  Montgomerie  to  make  publick 
fatiffaclioun  and  repentance  in  the  paroch  kirk  of  Glafgow,  [in  prefence 
of  the  Minifler  and  Congregatione  thereof,]  for  fpeaking  with  Mr  Robert 
Montgomerie  after  his  excommunicatioune  duelie  intimat,  in  refpecl  of  his 
confeflioun  ;  and  to  acknowledge  his  offence  ther,  promifing,  in  time 
comeing,  to  abftaine  from  the  lyke,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk  :  and  the  fame  order  to  be  keipit  with  all  vther  perlbns  falling  in  the 
fame  offence. 

£Gawn  Grahame,  another  of  the  faids  perfons,  being  lummoned,  com- 
peiring,  and  accufed,  granted  he  fpake  with  the  faid  Mr  Robert  after  his 
excommunicatione,  be  reafon  he  was  his  Chamberlane,  but  little  good  Ipake 
he  to  him  :  As  to  any  violence  ufedbe  him  againll  Mr  John  Howefon,  Rro- 
tefted  before  God  he  neither  did  any,  nor  gave  counfel  thereto,  and  re- 
ferred him  to  the  Laird  of  Minto  his  declaratione  upon  Munday  ;  to  the 
which  day  the  AlTembly  continued  farther  proceeding  in  his  caufe  ;  and 
ordeaned  the  rell  not  compearing,  and  conteaned  in  the  faid  fummons,  to 
be  warned  again  peribnallie  at  their   dwelling  places,   or  publiclly  at  the 
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jKirilh  kirk,  to  the  effect  forefaid  ;  certifying  them  if  they  compeir  aot,  the 
Affemblie  will  hold  their  faults  for  confeffed. 


Seffio  ; 

A  in-lit  tlic  commiflione  given  in  the  lail  Affemblie  concerning  the  Laird 
of  M into  and  bis  complices  in  Glafgow :  The  Affemblie  hath  thought 
meet,  notwithstanding  the  writing  given  in,  in  his  name,  and  (ubferived 
with  his  own  hand,  conteaning  ane  offer  of  fubmiflion  t<>  the  Kirk  for  bis 
offence  and  violence  granted  be  him  done  to  Mr  John  Howefone,  that 
his  perfonall  prefence  be  had,  wherethrough  the  Affemblie  ma]  be  farther 
moved  to  judge  of  his  repentance  ;  which  was  promifed  to  be  done  be- 
twixt and  Mundaj  be  Colonel  Stewart,  who  accepted  upon  him  to  make 
the  Laird  forfeen  therof.  And  as  to  th<  reft  of  the  perlbns  conteaned  in 
the  fame  fummonds  :  The  brethren  have  ordeaned  them  yei  t<>  be  fum- 
moned  to  bear  fentence  pronunced  againfl  them,  upon  the  procefe  depend- 
ing, upon  Twifday  next  to  come,  according  to  the  tryall  and  probatii 
led  ;  and  the  executione  of  the  laid  fummonds  committed  i"  Mr  Andrew 
Hay,  who  promifed  to  caufe  report  the  [amine  execute,   C\] 

Anent  tho  informatioun  made  to  the  Affemblie  be  my  Lord  of  Paiflay, 
in  name  of  the  Noblemen,  interpryfers  of  the  late  afitioun,  giving  the  K 
to  underftand,  that  the  grounds  moving  them  to  thair  a&ioun  [at  Ruthven,  ' 
limplie  were,  the  danger  they  perceived  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  and  religioun 
into,  the  evident  perill  of  the  Kim,rs  Majedie  and  his  Eftate,  and  the  con- 
fufioun  and  mifordour  of  the  commoun  weill;  quherof  as  they  doubt  not  to 
find  good  teftimonie  in  their  awin  conscience,   fo  wold  tin",  the  Affemblie 

foilld  lliew  thair  good  lyking  of  the  lame,  and  i:i\  e  ordinance  to  ilk  Miniller, 

at  his  [pertinent]  kirk,  to  lay  out  thair  good  ground  and  actioun  to  thair 
flockis ;  exhorting  all  Noblemen  ami  vthers  quhatfoevir,  faithfullie  t<>  i 

CUITe  with  them  in  the  laid  good  canfe,  t.>  the  full  proleCUtlOUU  [and  folio  w- 

:'urth]therof -.  Quhilk  informatioun  beeand  well  confidderit  be  the  Ai: 
blie,  it  was  tbocht  verie  meit  and  expedient,  in  particular,  to  inqui  re  ami  vote, 

If  the  f.iidi-  perrills,  and  every  ane  of  them,  was  li  in  and  jierceivit  to  have 

bein  be  the  hail!  brother,  quherof  the  informatioun  was  made  :  And  be  full 
confent  and  vote  of  the  hail  I  Affemblie,  declaratioun  was  mad-',  That  the 
hail!  brethren  vnderftand  the  concurrence  of  all  the  (aidis  dangers.      \ml 
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to  the  effect  the  King-is  Majefties  mynd  alfo  may  be  gatherit  twiching  the 
fame,  direclioun  was  givin  to  Mrs  James  Lowfone,  David  Lindefay,  with 
the  Kings  Minifters,  to  pafle  to  his  Hienes  the  morne  afternoone,  to  reafon 
and  conferre  anent  the  i'aids  dangers,  and  to  open  vp  the  famein  at  lenth 
to  his  Majeftie,  and  to  report  his  anfuer  theranent. 


Seffio  8»- 

[Ordeans  the  Bifchop  of  Orkney  to  be  warned  to  compeir  before  the 
Aflemblie  this  afternoon,  to  give  his  anfwer  to  the  demand  made  be  the 
Aflemblie  to  him  ;  whofe  excufe  was  reported  be  John  Brand,  That 
this  afternoon  he  was  charged  to  the  Privie  Couniel,  alwife  fliould  com- 
pear on  Munday. 

Anent  the  commiftione  given  upon  the  30  day  of  October  1578,  con- 
cerning the  Bifchope  of  Dunkeld  :  The  Aflemblie  ordeans  the  lame  to  be 
put  in  executione  in  all  points,  after  the  tenour  thereof,  be  the  Prefbytrie 
of  Perth,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Aflemblie,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Af- 
lemblie. C] 

Anent  the  conference  of  the  brethren  dire6l  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  : 
Report  was  made  be  them  vnto  the  Kirk,  That  his  Hienes  had  confeftthat 
ther  was  a  perrill  to  the  religioun  within  this  realme,  and  indire6t  courfes 
rune  to  the  hurt  therof,  quhervnto  his  awin  perrill  was  joynit ;  for  he  ef- 
teimed  his  Handing  to  be  joinit  with  the  Handing  of  religioun  :  As  alfo  he 
acknowledgit  fundrie  abufes  in  the  commounweill  before  the  late  interpryfe 
of  the  Nobilitie  ;  and  that  all  good  men  fall  concurre  of  dewtie  to  take 
away  the  danger  from  the  Kirk,  his  perlbn  and  eftate,  and  to  the  reforma- 
tioun  of  the  commounweill. 

Anent  the  twa  laft  heids  left  vnrefolvit,  [proponed]  be  Noblemen  un- 
dertakand  the  late  reformatioun  :  The  haill  Kirk,  in  ane  voyce,  aggreit 
therwith,  and  ordainit  ane  fpeciall  a6l  to  be  conceivit  thervpon,  and  to  be 
put  in  forme  be  the  Clerk,  Mrs  Robert  Pont  and  Thomas  Smeitoun,  to 
be  prefentit  againe  to  the  Aflemblie  afternoone,  that  they  may  vnderftand 
and  judge  therof,  if  the  lamin  aggries  with  the  meaning  of  the  brethren. 


— ^M 


158  UNIVERSAL!,  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND. 


Hio  9*- 

[Tlit.1  forme  of  the  aft  appointed  to  be  penned  before  noon,  being  diverfe 
times  rea  I,  and  weel  weighed  and  confidered  be  them,  the  \\1k>1<'  brethren 
granted  the  fame  to  be  the  very  fubflance  of  their   meaning,   and 
thereto  as  the  famine  ia  penned,  whereof  the  tenour  follows  :  (  . 

Anent  Bifchops:  Seeing  the  great  (lander  and  offence  ril'm   to  the  haill 
Kirk  of  this  realme,  be  thair  impunitie  and  overfight,  to  the  grief  of 
mens  confciences,  the  bail!  Affemblie  hi  -  •_  i \  in  and  -jn  amifliourj  to 

the  particular  Prefbyteries  vnder  fpecifeit,  with  all  poffible  [and  convenient  | 
diligence,  t  i  rummound  and  call  befor  them,  evei  of  them  aa  they  be 

particularlie  divydit  in  manner  following :  Thai  ia  to  fay,  the  Prefbitrie 
of  Perth,  the  Bifchop  of  Murray  ;  the  Prefbitrie  of  Edenburgh,  the  Bi£ 
chop  of  i  in  ;  the  Prefbitrie  of  Mernes,   the    l>i.  bin  ; 

the  Prefbitrie  of  Dundie,  the  Bifchop  of  Dnnkeld  ;  the  Prefbitrie  of  Glaf- 
gow,   the  Bifchop  of  Sancl    Androes;    the   Prefbitrie  of  .  the 

Bifchop  of  Dumblane  and  Yles ;  and  to  accui'e  them,  and  every  ane 
them,   [of  the  offenfes  following,]  all  or  part,   as  they  are  guiltie,    viz.    of 
none   preaching  and   miniftratioun  of  the   Sacraments,    of  negligence  of 
doctrine  or  difcipline,  haunting  ating  the  company  of  excommuni- 

cat  perfons,  wafting  of  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk,  retting  of  taks  agania 
the  ;uN  of  the  Kirk,  giving  collatioun  of  benefices  agania  [the  tenoui 
the  laid-  actis,  and,  tinallir,  for  giving  ll  tn.lir  any  wayes  in  lyfe  or  con- 
itioun  :  and  after  due  tryall,  proces,  and  convictioun,  to  put  ordour  to 
every  ane  of  them,  according  to  the  qualitie  of  thair  offences,  and 
tin1  Affemblie,  betuixt  and  the  [nixt]  meitingofthe  haill  Kirk,  aa  they  will 
anfuer  thereto. 


"no   10'- 

Anent  ( !olledff<  -  and  Vniverfitiea  within  this  realme  :    It  is  confidderit  be 
the  baill  Affemblie  to  be  mofl  expedient  [and  needful!  ]  for  the  good  and  weill 
therof,   that  certaine  good  men  of  meit  qualities  be  imployit  to  tali 
fight  therof;  and  for  that  effect  the  Kirk  hes  given  commiffioun  and  power 

thair  lovit  and  honourable  brether  afterwrytin,  toconcurre,  with  fuch 

4  i 
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as  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  Counfell  directs  with  them,  in  vifitatioun  of  the 
haill  Colledges  within  this  realme,  as  they  be  particularlie  vnder  devydit, 
betuixt  and  the  laft  day  of  November  nixt  to  come  ;  and  to  confider  how 
the  rents  and  livings  of  every  ane  of  them  are  beftowit  and  iinployit  ;  how 
the  dodlrine  is  vfeit  be  the  Maifters  and  Regents,  if  the  famein  be  corre- 
fpondent  to  the  a6t  of  Parliament ;  how  ordour  and  difcipline  is  keiped 
among  the  itudents  and  fcholers  ;  and  heirin,  as  diffordour  and  defe<5tioun 
beis  found,  to  take  ordour  therwith  according  to  the  a6l  of  Parliament : 
That  is  to  fay,  Mrs  George  Hay,  Peeter  Blackburne,  William  Chryftefone, 
Andro  Mill,  the  Laird  of  Glenbervie,  to  vifite  the  Colledge  of  Aberdein  ; 
Mrs  David  Lindefay,  Robert  Pont,  Nicoll  Dalgleifch,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
the  Lairds  of  Lundie  and  Colluthie,  with  Mr  David  Ruffell,  Commiffar 
Clerk  of  San6t  Androes,  the  Vniverfitie  therof ;  Mrs  James  Lowfone, 
Johne  Duncanfone,  Walter  Balcanquell,  John  Porterfield,  the  Lairds  of 
Keir  and  Greinock,  with  Adame  Wallace,  Bailee  of  Glafgow,  the  Colledge 
therof;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  done  be  them,  to  report  againe  to  the  nixt 
Affemblie. 


Seffio  11»- 

[The  lame  day  the  A61  concluded  upon  Saturday  twiching  the  prefent 
actione  of  the  Nobilitie  being  read,  becaufe  fome  of  the  brethren  were 
not  then  prefent  as  of  before,  the  fame  was  agreed,  and  ordeaned  to  be 
regiftrate  among  the  Acts  of  the  Affemblie  ;  the  tenour  wherof  follows  : 

For  as  meikle  as  the  Noblemen  and  others  joyned  with  them  in  the  late 
actione  of  the  Reformatione,  willing  the  Affemblie  and  the  whole  profef- 
fors  of  true  religion  to  understand  the  ground  and  occafion  moving  them 
to  repair  towards  the  Kings  Majeftie,  to  leek  redrefs  of  the  difforders  that 
were  fallen  out  in  the  common  weale,  have  made  public!;  and  folemne 
atteftatione  to  the  whole  Affemblie,  That  the  motives  and  grounds  of  their 
good  caufe  were  and  is,  to  deliver  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme,  and 
the  true  religion  profeffed  within  the  fame,  from  evident  and  certane  dan- 
gers, wherein  all  men  perceived  the  fame  to  ftand  ;  as  alio  to  preferve  and 
guard  the  innocent  perfon  of  the  Kings  Majeftie  and  his  Royal  Eftate, 
being  in  no  lefs  perril  then  the  other  ;  and  to  remove  and  purge  the  great 
corruptiones  and  confufion  entered  in  the  bodie  and  eftate  of  this  common 
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le  j  wherein  as  they  are  weel  perfwaded  to  bare  done  good  fen  ioe  t.. 
their  God,  their  bound  and  natural  duetie  to  their  Soveraigne  and  native 
cinnnion  weale,  fo  would  they,  the  brethren  in  this  AfTemblie,  and  all 
that  fear  God,  ihould  judge  and  efteeme  of  their  lawful]  adtiones,  and 
dei  lair  their  weel   lykiog  and  approbations  of  the   fame  ;    and   further 

Ihould  give  OUt  ane  ordinance  to   the  whole  Paftourfl   and  Minillers  within 
this  realine,    at  their  particular  kirks  to  declare'  publietlv  to    their    Congre- 

gationes,   their  good  a&iones  and  groundi  thereof;    exhorting  all  Noble- 
men,   Barron-,    and  other  faithful!  men  whatfomever,    to    give    tie 
concurrence  and  affiftance  to  the  lame  :     Which  petitione  and  defire,  with 
the  whole  circuraftancea  thereof,  being  w<  d  weighed  and  deeply  confider- 
I  the  laid  brethren,   in  the  fear  of  (iod,    with  common  and  mutual 
deliberatione,  refolved,  found,  and  voted  hut  contradictione,   That  not 
only  the  Kirk   of  Clod  within  this  realine,    and   the  true  religion  preai 
therein,   bul   all  >  the   Kings  Majefliea  mod  noble  perfon  and  his  kit 
eftate  were  and  ftood  in  eztream  danger  and  hazard  ;    befids  the  manie 

-  that  had  invaded  the  common  weale,  before  the  laid  N'ol.h 

had  entred  in  the  (aid  actione  ;  w  I  alio  it  had  pleafed  the  Kings  Ma- 

jeflie  to  give  that  lor  declaration  unto  Colonel!  Stewart  bia Commiflioner, 
Mr  .Tames   Lowfon,    Mr  David  Liudfey,    and    bia  I  Minillers    being 

directed  from  the  AfTemblie  to  his  Majellie  for  the  fame  effect  ;  and  there- 
fore the  laid  brethren  cannot  hut  think  that  their  Honours,  implovinj 
themfelves  unto  the  averting-  of  all  thir  dangers,  have  done  good  and  ac- 
ceptable fervice  to  God,  their  natural  and  bound  duetie  unto  their  Sovi 
raigne,  and  (hown  their  careful!  affectione  to  their  countrie  ;  and  that  the 
profecutione  and  following  out  of  the  laid  good  and  godlie  caufe,  all  |»a it i- 
culara  layed  afide,  is  and  fall  he  moil  acceptable  to  ail  that  tear  the  Majef- 
tie  i>(  (iod  aright,  tendera  the  prelervatione  of  the  Kim.;-;  Majefliea  molt 
noble  perfon  and  eftate,  lows  the  profperoua  and  bappie  fuccefa  of  the 
troubled  natione  :    and  to  lb  I    that  the  (aid  actione  ami  grounds 

thereof  might  be  the  more  manifeft  and  nottour  to  all   men,    it   i-  th 

dient,  that  every  Miniller  al  baa  own  particular  kirk,  publietlv,  at  th< 
firft  occalion,   lay  out  the  dangers  and  pet  rherein  the  Kirk  of  God, 

and  true  religion  within  this  realme,  the  Kin  lie-  perlon  and  eftate, 

the  whole  common  weale  Hood  i;.  ;l  up  the  grounds  and  a&ion  of 

laid    Noblemen;    recommending  the  famine  to  all  of  whatfomi 
eltate,  with  exbortatione  to  them,   as  they  lu\e  and  tender  the  glorie  of 
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God,  the  profperous  eftate  of  their  Soveraigne,  and  the  happy  {landing  of 
the  common  vveale,  faithfully  to  concurr  and  joyne  with  the  faid  Noble- 
men, and  others  foreiaids,  following  out  the  faid  grounds  to  the  full  deli- 
verance of  the  Kirk,  the  Kings  perfon  and  eftate,  and  reformatione  of  the 
common  weale  :  and  if  any  man  be  found,  either  be  word  maliciouflie,  or 
violently  be  way  of  deid,  to  oppone  him  unto  the  faid  good  caufe,  that  he 
be  called  in  the  particular  Elderfliips,  and  order  put  unto  him  be  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  in  cafe  of  obftinacie  and  willfully  continuing  there- 
in, to  be  delated  to  the  Kings  Majeilie  and  his  Counfell,  to  be  puniihed 
for  his  offence  civilie.    C] 

Ordaines  the  Kings  Majefties  Advocate  to  be  iummoned  [to  compear] 
befor  the  AfTemblie  immediatly  ;  and  to  that  effect  the  official'  of  the  Kirk 
beand  direct  from  the  Affemblie,  anfuer  was  returned,  He  was  in  Herd- 
manftoun  ;  and  heirfor  was  ordained  to  be  fummouned  be  ane  citatioun  to 
Wednifday,  to  anfuer  fimple,  If  he  was  the  former  or  dyter  of  the  flander- 
ous  Proclamatioun  fett  out  againft  the  Miniftrie,  and  for  opponing  him  to 
the  lauchfull  proceiding  of  the  Kirk  ;  certifieing  him,  if  he  compeir  not, 
they  will  proceid  as  appertaines. 

[Hereafter]  the  a6t  concerning  the  aclioun  of  the  Nobilitie  being  red  to 
the  Commiffioners  of  Edinburgh,  after  advyfeing  therwith  apart,  they 
vottit  and  aggreeitt  therto  with  the  reft  of  the  brethren,  [as  is  before  men- 
tioned.] 


Seffio  12a- 

[Anent  the  private  conference  had  twiching  the  provifione  of  Sanct 
Andrews  of  a  Minifter,  and  likewife  of  fome  helpfull  members  for  promov- 
ing  of  the  work  of  the  New  Colledge  :  It  was  declared  to  be  expedient, 
in  refpe6t  the  brethren  in  the  faid  conference  had  brought  the  faid  matter 
in  the  miniftrie  thereof  to  fome  good  head,  upon  the  refolutione  thereof 
hope  was  of  a  good  anfwer,  that  certane  fliould  be  direfit  to  the  Kings 
Majeftie  and  Counfel,  to  treat  upon  fuch  things  as  the  faid  brethren  fliould 
think  meet  for  the  advancement  of  the  caufe  :  To  which  effect  the  breth- 
ren direcled  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  and  John  Duncanfone,  and  to  report  an- 
fwer the  morne,  as  concerning  the  help  of  the  New  Colledge.  The  doubts 
and  difficulties  proponed   be  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,   as  weale  concerning 
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his  actiones  in  the  law,  as  if  a  Minifter  for  a  feafon  leave  the  Miniftrie  and 
execute  the  office  of  the  Doctor,   being  difcufled  as  follows,  to  wit,  that 
the  brethren  above  mentioned  (hould  be  direct  to  the  Lords,  to  Geek  p<  r- 
formance  of  their  promife9  made  for  expeditione  of  the  faid  Mr  Thomas 
bis  caufe,  and  that  C]   it  is  leifum  for  a  Minifter  for  a  feafon  to  fuperfeid 
the  Miniftrie,   and  vie  tin'  office  "l   a    Doctour :     Therfor  the  Affemblie 
lies  concludit  and  ordainit    Mr  Thomaa  Buchannan  to  entir  in  tl 
Colledge,  and  vie  and  exerce  the  office  of  a  Doctour  ther  for  the  In; 
of  the  famein  ;   bis  kirk  being  alwayes  provydit  of  a  fufficient  Paftour,  and 
tin1  faid   Mr  Thomas  fufficientlie  fatiffied  anent  the  promifl 
peditioun  of  his  plej  is. 

[Anent  the  commiflione  given  to   Mr  Andrew 

Smetone  to  conferr  with  the  Bifhop  of  Orkney,   and  report  1 » i -^  anfwer  t<» 

fuch   tli  iven  to  them  in  cb  i    :     Their  anfwer 

.  That  .  particular  kirk,  1  .  and  inabili  >die, 

and  weaknes  off  memorie,   a-  he  alledged,    fuffii  red  him  not  to  accept  that 

'hty  charge,  albeit   he  be  al wife  minded  obfervance 

!  as  to  the  provifione  of  all  his  kirks,   nottour  it  is  how 

ceived  a  difmembred   benefice  fcarce  with  500  merks  at  Ins  entrie  ; 

yet  concern,  Kirk  of  Arth,    he  lLoiul  make  moyan  to  help  the  fame. 

The  Affemblie  ordeaned  the  Preibytrie  of  Edinbur  habilitie 

ivel  in  the  Kirk  of  God,  and   it"  he   be   found  able  to  discharge  the 

fun&ione  of  the  Miniftrie,  to  appoint  a  particular  l! 

cerning  other  complaints  to  be  given  in  againii  him,   to  taki  therein 

according  to  the  acts  of  the  Kirk,  betwixt  and  the  nixt  Affemblie.   C] 

the  Erie  Bothwel,   [and]  declairit  in  prefer]  the  haill 

.  is   he   profeft  the  true  r  hit  in   this   realme, 

furth  of  the  fame,   fo  fen  his  departing,   continually 
tinuit  in  the  fame  mynd  to  die   and    live   therin   be  Gods  gi 
[willing  no  other  opinion  to  be  conci  i   him  ;    for  the  which  declara- 

1  for  the  fame. 


S    . 

Anent  the  action  rning  Gaun  Graham e  in  G    fg    w:      1  in    faid 

called   as  re,   denyed  before  God  that  be  aither 
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counfel  to  the  Laird  of  Minto  or  any  others,  to  doe  the  violence  which 
was  done  to  Mr  John  Howefone,  or  yet  be  his  prefence  aflifted  the  deid  ; 
and  therefore  the  matter  being  given  to  probatione,  and  the  Laird  of 
Minto,  the  Laird  of  Hart  Gray,  and  Mr  James  Stewart  being  received 
witneffes  in  oppofitione  made  be  him  againft  them,  and  they  being  fworn, 
and  their  depofitiones  openly  taken,  the  Affemblie  continued  their  deter- 
minatione  in  the  laid  caufe  till  the  morne,  and  alfo  fuperfeded  the  cauie 
againft  the  Laird  of  Minto,  warning  him  perfonalie  unto  the  fame. 

Anent  the  prefent  variance  Handing  within  the  bowels  of  Edenburgh  : 
The  Affemblie  ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Thomas 
Smetone,  Mr  John  Rutherford,  Mr  James  Balfour,  the  Lairds  of  Carnel 
and  Barr,  the  Good  man  of  Carbarrie,  Patrick  Kynmouth  of  Callenge, 
to  travel  betwixt  the  parties,  to  propone  to  them  the  inconveniences  fol- 
lowing their  diifenfione,  exhort  to  peace  and  conftant  unitie  ;  and  if  any 
queftione  civil  be  among  them,  conftantlie  to  compone  the  fame,  or  other- 
wife  without  grudge  that  their  contraverfies  may  be  lawfully  decyded  be 
fuch  as  have  power. 


Seflio  14a- 

Anent  the  procefs  depending  againft  Gaun  Grahame,  and  the  tryall 
taine  yefterday  :  The  Affemblie  being  refolved  with  the  depolitions  of  the 
witnefes  takin  in  the  faid  caufe,  Finds  him  guilty  of  the  counfel  given  to 
the  Laird  of  Minto,  in  the  violence  ufed  againft  Mr  Johne  Howefone  : 
As  to  the  order  and  difcipline  to  be  ufed  againft  him,  referrs  to  be  con- 
fulted  upon  in  the  privie  conference.  C] 

Anent  the  proceffe  vfed  againft  the  Laird  of  Mynto  :  In  reipec~l  of  his 
compeirance  perfonallie  [this  day]  and  gefterday,  confeflioun  of  his  offence, 
and  fubmiffioun  of  him  to  the  Kirk  ;  the  Affemblie  [and  brethren  prefent] 
hes  referrit  the  difcipline  and  ordour  to  be  vlit  againft  him,  for  fatiffieing 
of  the  faid  offence,  to  the  judgement  and  difcretioun  of  the  Prelbyterie 
of  Glaigow  ;  and  the  fame  forme  to  be  obfervit  be  them  with  Johne  Gra- 
hame, Elder  ;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  proceidit,  vpon  the  part  of  the  Prelby- 
terie, and  vpon  the  part  of  the  faids  perfons,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Af- 
femblie. 

[Anent  the  citatione  ufed  againft  Coline  Campbel  and  his  collegues  to 
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bear  the  fentence  ol  the  Aflemblie  pronunced   in  the  proces  depen 
againfl  them  :     None  compearing  except  John  Grahame,   the  Aflemblie 
continued  their  pronuncing  in  the  matter  while  the  morne. 

Amu;  the  fummonds  execute  again!)  Archibald  Eieget  and  i 
collegues,  to  anfwer  lor  haunting  companie  of  Mr  Robert  Mi 
being  excommunicat,  alter  due  intimatione  to  them  thereof,  and  for  other 
enormities  done  be  them  againfl  the  Kirk;    certifying   them    it'  they  com- 
pear not,  their  offenfes  ihould  he  holden  as  confefled,   and  the  Kirk  would 
proceed  to  ufe  Inch  cenfurea  againfl  them  a>  their  offeni  hich 

eitatione  being  called,  and  none  compearing,  except  the  Laird  of  Knock- 
dolian,  who  grants  the  Bifhope  to  have  eaten  and  drunken  once  or  twice 
in  his  houfe  Qnce  hi  tmmunicatione,   but   no   familiaritie  ufed  be  hinj, 

for  which  he  would  come  in  the  Kirks  will  ;    end  fupplicatiom 

John  Campbel  and  John  Spreul  :    The  Aflemblie  continued  this 
t«>  farther  deliberatione  while  tie-  morne,  at  their  nixt  Aflemblie. 

Concerning  the  eitatione  directed   againfl    .Mr  David  Mackgil : 
famine  being  before  and  after  noon  called,   the  lame  was  continued  till  the 
morne.    C] 


Seflio  : 

,t  the  eitatione  directed  againfl  Archbald  Heget,  John  Grahame, 

Younger,  Hector  Stewart,  Coline  Campbell,  John  Spreul,  Elder,  William 
John  Mure  in  the  B  •,   Robert  Grahame  of  Kuok  Dolian,  and 

<Mil'e,    Robert  Stewart  of  Fubar,  to  have  anfwered  for  haunt 
ufing  the  companie  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  after  communica- 

tiom  .  imine  being  intimate  to  them,  and  lor  other  enormities  done  be 

them  againfl  the  Kirk,   as  the  fummons  at   length  heirs :     Which  1 
called,  and  none  compear  Laird  '.  Doliane,  th< 

femblie  ordaines  the   I.  id    Archbald  Heggi  t,   Johne  Grahame,  fym 
licet. uir  Stewart,  Johne  Sprewle,  Elder,  William  II  Robert  St<  warl 

;    1      .car,  for  thair  contumacious  abfenting  them  from  the  General!    \ 
femblie,  diverfe  tymes  luminonncd  tberto,  difpyGng  and  contemning 

thereby  the  voice  of  the  Kirk,  to  make  thair  publick  and  Cblemne  repent- 
ance in  the  Kirk  ot  Glalgow,  in  prefence  of  the  <  ?atioun  therof,  after 
the  i           to  be  prefcryvit  to  them  be  the  Prefbitrie  o(  Glai  bom 
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the  Kirk  committs  the  executioun  heirof ;  and  alfo  to  trie  diligently,  and 
enquire  againit  them,  and  the  whole  reft  of  the  faids  perfons,  the  points 
and  accufationes  above  fpecified  ;  and  according  to  the  a£ls  and  laws  of  the 
Kirk,  to  proceed  and  put  order  thereto,  as  they  will  anfwer  to  the  Af- 
femblie.  C.  &  B.] 

Anent  the  proces  deduceit  aganis  Colein  Campbell,  Malcolme  Stewart, 
He6lour  Stewart,  Johne  Grahame,  Elder,  Gawin  Grahame,  and  Archbald 
Hegget,  concerning  the  violence  done  to  Mr  Johne  Howefone  in  the 
judgement  feate  of  Glafgow,  &c.  :  The  faids  haill  perfons  being  cited  to 
this  Affemblie,  except  the  faid  Walter  Stewart,  to  have  heard  the  fentence 
of  the  Kirk  in  the  laid  matter,  and  nane  compeirand  except  Johne  Gra- 
hame, Elder,  with  quhom  the  Affemblie  lies  [alreadie]  takin  ordour,  and 
Gawin  Grahame  ;  The  Affemblie  decernit  and  ordainit  the  faid  Colein 
Campbell,  Malcolme  Stewart,  Heclour  Stewart,  Archbald  Hegget,  and 
Gawin  Grahame,  for  thair  offence  forfaid,  to  be  excommunicat  publickly 
in  the  Kirk  of  Glafgow  be  Mr  David  Weymis,  Minilter  therof,  with  ad- 
vice of  the  Prefbyterie  therof,  [and  to  be  cutt  off  from  the  focietie  and 
fellowfliip  of  Chrifts  people  ;  and  likewife  the  faid  Prefbytrie  to  call  before 
them  the  faid  Walter  Stewart/  who  was  not  fummoned  to  this  dyet,  and 
to  difcerne  him  likewife  to  be  excommunicate  for  the  faid  offenfe,  and  ap- 
point a  fpecial  perfon  to  the  executione  thereof;  and  to  report  their  pro- 
ceeding's in  both  to  the  nixt  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  fummons  dire6t  againft  my  Lord  Advocate  continued  to  this 
day  :  His  Lordlhip  compearing  in  Affemblie,  excufing  his  abfence,  delired 
to  have  fhort  fpace  to  advife  with  the  tenor  of  the  Proclamatione,  and  a 
light  of  fuch  other  particulars  as  he  is  burthened  with,  wherein  he  fliould 
fimplie  make  his  anfwer  as  God  fliould  judge  him  :  which  granted  to  the 
morne  at  10  hours,  and  the  particulars  to  be  given  him  after  noone.  C] 


Seffio  l6a- 

[The  brethren  appointed  to  forme  the  Articles  prefented  the  famine, 
which  were  red  and  allowit  be  the  Affemblie  as  meitt  to  be  proponit ; 
whereof  the  tenor  follows  :  C.  &  B.] 

1.  Seing   the   fpirituall  jurifdictioun  and  governement  of  the  Kirk   is 
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grantit  be  God  the  Father,  through  our  Mediatour  Jefus  Chryft,  and  <_; i \  i 1 1 
only  to  them  that  preaching,  teaching,  and  ovirfieing,  b  are  office  within 
the  lame,  to  be  exercifednol  be  [the]  iniunctiouna  of  men,  bot  be  the  onlj 
rule  of  Gods  Word  j  That  the  acl  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  libertie 
and  jurifdictioun  of  the  Kirk,  be  fo  plainly  declarit  and  inlargit,  thai  heir- 
after  none  vther  of  quhatfoevir  degrie,  or  vnder  quhatfoevir  pretence,  have 
an\  cullour  to  afcryve  or  take  vpon  them  any  part  therof,  either  in  place- 
ing  or  difplacing  Minifters  of  Gods  Word,  in  fpirituall  livings  or 
without  the  Kirks  admiffioun  ;  or  in  (topping  the  mouthea  of  preachers, 
<h-  putting  them  to  Qlence  ;  or  takein  ;  \  pon  them  the  judgemenl  in  tryall 
of  doctrine;  or  of  hindering,  (laying,  or  disannulling  the  cenfurea  of  the 
Kirk,  or  exeiming  any  offender  therfra. 

2.  That  the  Prefbyteriea,  conlifting  of  Doctours,  Paftours,  and  fuch 
are  commonly   callit    Elders,   now   according    to   Gods    Word,   and    the 
Kings  Majefties  directioun,  appointit  in  divert'.'  parts  of  this   realme, 
difcipline,  ordour  keiping,  and  judgement  keiping,  in  ecclefiafticall  afia 
be  approvit  and  eftablifchit   be  authoritie,   and   painea   prefcryvit  to  them 
that  ilnhbornlv  opponea  themfeli 

I,    ih.it  the  Synodall  Afiemblies  conlifting  of  diverfe  Prelbyteries,  and 

i Tall  or  Nationall  confuting  of  the  haill,   be  approvit,  [and]  be  vertue 

of  acts  of  Counfell    prefentlie,    and    Parliament    heiral'ter,    have    power   to 

reinefoofi  asoccaflion  fall  requyre,  to  advyfe,  intreat,  conclude,  [and] 
rdinances  in  fuch   thing  concerns  the  weill  of  the   Kirk,   and 

thair  charge  in  doctrine  and  difcipline,  with  libertie  to  appoint  tymes  and 
places  for  that  effect. 

l.  That  Prefbyterie8,  or  fuch  a-  they  will  direr I  of  thair  awin  number, 

have  the  lame  power  in  defignatioun  <•!  manfea  and  gleibs,   and    reparation 
of  kirks,  that  the  Bifchops,  Superintendents,  or  Vifitours  hail  before. 

That  ever)  Kirk  have  thair  awin  feverall  Paftour,  to  he  fuftainit  on 
the  teynds  of  theparochin  quher  he  ferves ;  and  to  that  end,  that  the 
raanli  -  of  kirk-  annexit  to  great  ben<  ii.  i  -  or  prelacies  he  diflblvit,  penfions 

'j.\\  in  out  of  the  thrid-,  and  tacks  l'<-tt   I  OUt  ]  of  the  fame,  he  the  Collectours, 

or  polTeiTours  having  thair  thrida  in  thair  awin  hand-,  be  revockit. 

G.  That  of  the  temporall  lands  of  ever)  Abbacie,  Pryorie,  Bifchoprick, 
Nnnne,  &c,  fo  meikle  ma]  be  applyit  to  the  fchooles  as  may  fufficientlie 
mantaine  ane  fufficient  number  of  Mailer- and    Buffers,  according  as  the 

living   may  beare,   in   plate   of  Cannon-,  Monkes,  Nnnne-,  or   vther  idle 

4  G 
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bellies ;  the  ane  to  teach,  and  the  vther  to  paffe  thair  courfe  afweill  in 
philofophie  in  all  Vniverlities  as  in  Theologie,  according-  to  the  act  of  Par- 
liament made  in  the  foundatioun  of  the  Colledge  of  San6l  Androes,  that 
the  Kirks  may  be  once  plantit  with  fufficient  learnit  men. 

7«  That  provifion  may  be,  how  the  commoun  affaires  of  every  Prelbitrie 
may  be  borne,  fuch  as  vilitatiouns,  Commiffioners  direct  be  them  for  lun- 
drie  occalions,  Scribes,  executioun  of  thair  fummonds,  decreits,  &c. :  quhilk 
to  our  judgement  fould  be  fuftainit  be  the  Bifchops  rents. 

8.  That  the  Kirk  be  reftoreit  to  the  thrids,  according-  to  the  act  of  Par- 
liament and  contract  made  be  the  Erie  of  Mortoun  ;  becaufe  we  have 
found  ourfelves  greivouflie  hurt  be  giving  them  out  of  our  awin  hands. 

9.  That  the  prefentatioun  of  benefices  be  directit  to  Prefbitries  [of  the 
bounds]  quher  the  benefices  lyis,  that  be  them,  after  due  tryall,  the  qualified 
perfon  may  be  admitted. 

10.  That  no  prefentation  be  givin  to  any  man  with  a  blank  therwith, 
for  thair  filthie  greid,  to  gang  throw  the  countrey  making  [fhamefull] 
merchandife,  and  feiking  quho  will  offer  moll,  or  take  leill ;  but  that  fuch 
be  cheiflie  regardit  as  be  the  Prefbitries  or  Vniverfities  lalbe  recommendit 
to  the  Kings  Majeftie  or  [other]  laick  patron. 

11.  That  [it]  be  enactit,  that  Miniflers,  who,  throw  age  or  feiknes,  or 
vther  accidents,  becomes  vnable  to  execute  thair  office,  may  bruik  thair 
livings  dureing  thair  lyfe  ;  and  provilioun  made  how  the  Kirk  in  the  mean- 
tyme  wilbe  ferved. 

12.  That  luch  Minifters  quho  are  depofed  or  excommunicat  in  any  tyme, 
thair  benefices,  flipends,  or  ecclenafticall  livings  quatlbevir  to  vaik,  and 
vther  qualified  men  provydit  therto. 

13.  That  fuch  as  are  knowin  to  be  papifts,  and  notwithltanding  thair 
oathes,  hand  wrytis,  and  outward  obedience,  are  tryed  to  have  returnit 
to  thair  vomit  and  made  apoftacie,  wayting  Hill  the  tyme  and  occafioun  to 
cutt  the  throats  of  the  godlie,  may  be  punifchit  as  traitours  to  God  and  our 
Soveraigne,  be  banifchment  or  vtherwayes. 

14.  That  no  focietie,  league,  or  friendship  be  made  with  the  papiils  in 
France,  Italie,  Spaine,  or  vther  countreyes,  be  commoun  or  particular 
confent. 

15.  That  the  lyke  law  be  made  for  the  defence  and  prefervatioun  of 
the  Preachers  of  the  bleffed  Evangel  agains  violence  and  opprefiioun,  as  is 
grantit  in  favours  of  the  Lords  of  Sellioun. 
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lti.  That  remedie  ma]  be  found  how  fpirituall  livings  and  teynds  tranf- 
ferritl  in  temporal]  lordfchipe,  may  be  reftorit  againe  for  the  Cuftentatioun 
of  the  Minifters,  poore,  and  fchooles. 

17.  I  That  ]  tin-  Colledge  Kirks  quhilk  are  deflitute  of  Minifters  [and 
Pallors,  I  be  reafon  of  the  thrids  gii  in  in  the  ( lolledge  hands,  ma\  be  |»n>- 
wdit  be  Sufficient  ftipends  out  of  the  thrids,  conforme  to  the  acl  of  Parlia- 
ment made  theranent. 

IS.  'That  burial]  in  paroch  kirks,  be  art  be  diichargeit,  and  a  (peciall 
punifliment  appointed  lor  tranfgreffoure. 

19.  That  the  diminutioun  of  the  rentalls  be  a  fufficient  caufe  of  redu&ioun 
of  tackis  ami  fewis,  and  that  diminutioun  be  comptit  afweill  the  imparing 
of  lilver  rental]  de  liquido  in  liquidum,  as  converfion  of  victual]  in  I'mall 
pryces,  that  is  vnder  Rich  reafonable  pryces  a-  victualls  gives  tor  the 
t\  me. 

i,  Thai  ever)  benefit  it  man  find  catioun,  at  hi-  entrie,  to  recompi 
quhat  hurt  foevir  he  dois  to  tin-  benefice. 

21.  That   it  be  leifum  to  no  beneficit  man,   Prelate  nor  vtber,  to  feu 

any  tackifl  or  fewifl  heirafter  ;    ami  that  they  be  bound  to  repare  quhatfoevir 
hurt  they  have  (hen'  to  thair  livings  agains  the  lawis. 

~d.    That  it  he  derlarit  quhat  tacks  or  feu  i-  are  lawful!  ;  ami  .hat  tw ' 

thrienynteiu  jeirs  or  lyferent  taks,  made  aganis  all  law  ami  confcience,  he 

anniillit  ami  deilarit  of  none  effect. 


Certaine  Article-  prefentit  he  the  General]  Aflemblie,  ami  mofl  hum- 
blie  craveil  of  the  Kings  Majeftie  ami  Counfell,  tor  redreffe  of  the 
manifold  enormities  fallin  furth  to  the  wrack  of  the  Kirk  and  Com- 

moun  Weill. 

1.  That  the  Qanderous  Proclamatioun  givin  foorth  at  Perth,  the  12  day 
of  .Inli).  ami  publifhed  in  all  townes  and  paroch  kirks,  ami  to  tie-  perpetu- 
al] infamie  of  (Jods  1'crvants  imprinted,  may  be  pervfed  and  diligentlie 
confident  ;  and  [to]  try  if  any  Minuter  be  culpable  offuch  odious  cranes 
as  therin  are  layit  to  thair  charge;  and  in  cace  that  they  be  found  culpa- 
ble, to  |  Mini  111  them  with  all  rigour  <>l   law   ;    \  thrru  a\e-,  that  the  givetBOUl 

of  fuch  blafphemous  reports,  ami  devyfers  and  dyters  of  that  infamous 
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lybell  be  punifchit  accordinglie  ;  and  that,  be  act  of  Counfell  and  oppin 
proclamatioun,  the  Miniftrie  be  declarit  innocent  of  fuch  haynous  and 
wicked  crymes. 

2.  That  the  vnaccuftomit  violence  vfed  aganis  Mr  Johne  Howifone, 
drawing-  him  out  of  the  Juftice  feate  of  the  Prefbyterie,  dinging,  and  call- 
ing him  in  prifon,  and  aganis  Mr  David  Weymis,  Miniiler  of  Glafgow,  be 
fo  puniichit  that  nane  heirafter  be  bold  to  attempt  the  lyke. 

3.  That  Coline  Campbell,  burges  of  Glafgow,  William  Hegget,  Arch- 
bald  Hegget,  and  thair  complices,  be  punifchit  according  to  juftice  for  the 
feditioun  and  vproare  made  be  them,  being  Magiftrates  and  Counfellours, 
againft  the  Students  of  Glafgow,  and  fliedding  thair  blood. 

4.  That  the  Proclamatioun  latelie  made  for  the  libertie  of  the  Affemblies, 
may  be  inlarged,  and  more  plainly  fett  foorth. 

5.  That  gour  Lordfhips  will  give  the  Kings  Majeftie  to  vnderftand,  how 
wickit  inftruments  they  were  that  perfwadit  his  Grace  to  allow  and  take 
vpon  himfelfe  all  the  mifcheifes  and  vngodlie  proceidings,  quherat  the  Kirk, 
his  Gi'ace  and  countrey,  were  brocht  to  fuch  miferie  and  danger. 

6.  That  all  a6ts  of  Counfell  made  againft  Prefbyteries  and  Affemblies, 
charging  them  to  defift  from  proceiding  in  difcipline  and  eccleiiaflicall  cen- 
lures  againft  flanderous  perfones,  be  annullit  and  delatit  out  of  the  books  : 
[Likewife,]  that  the  a6l  made  againft  John  Durie  be  delatit. 

7.  That  his  Majeftie  and  Lords  will  wey  quhat  great  inconvenients 
and  abfurdities  falls  furth  vpon  the  a6l  of  Counfell  made  concerning  [the] 
abfolute  power  ;  and  for  removing  therof,  to  delate  the  lame,  nevir  to  be 
remembrit  heirafter. 

8.  That  his  grace  and  Lords  provyde  and  carefullie  foirlie,  that  [be]  the 
wicked  practife  of  dimiffioun  [or]  affociation  of  authoritie,  the  Kirk,  Kings 
Majeftie,  and  countrey,  be  not  hurt ;  and  that  the  fame  be  ftayit  in  tyme. 

9.  That  the  ftipend  appointit  for  the  Minifter  of  Striveling,  and  now 
wickedlie  purchatt  be  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie  to  his  gong  fonne,  be  re- 
ftored  againe  for  [fuftentatione  of]  a  qualified  man  to  teach  that  flock, 
quhilk,  be  his  vngodlie  dealing  and  apoftafie,  lies  bein  fo  long  deftitute. 

10.  That  it  will  pleafe  gour  Majeftie  and  Lords  to  have  pitie  and  com- 
panion on  that  noble  and  godly  man,  James  Hamiltoun,  Erie  of  Arrane, 
fometime  a  notable  and  comfortable  inftrument  in  reforming  the  Kirk  of 
God,  and  now  vilit  be  the  hand  of  God,  and  vnder  pretence  of  law 
bereft. 
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11.  That  Comraiffioners  b<   deput  in  every  part,  for  viiitatioun   of  the 
Col  ledges,  betuixt  and  the  lafi  of  November. 

The  General  Affemblie  gives  thair  full  power  and  commilfioun  to  Mrs 
George  Hay,  Andro  Mill,  James  Balfour,  William  Chryftefone,  Patrick 
Galloway,  Andro  Melvill,  David  Fergufone,  Thomas  Bucbannan,  Patrick 
Gillefpie,  James  Lowfone,  David  Lindefay,  Robert  Pont,  Andro  Hay, 
Thomas  Smeitoun,  Johne  Joung,  Andro  Polwart,  Andro  (  !laj  hills,  Johne 
Knox,  Patrick  Gaites,  Peter  Watfone,  with  the  Kings  Majefties  Minifters, 
to  palfe  vnto  the  Kings  Hienee,  bis  noble  Counfell  and  Kftates  prefentlie 
affemblit  at  Halirudehous,  and  to  his  Hienes  Parliament,  when  the  famein 
fall  happin  to  lie  haldin,  [and  with  all  humilitie,  due  reverence  and  fub- 
miflione,  offer  and  prefenl  articles,  complaints  and  greeves  of  the  whole 
Affemblie,  defiring  his  Hienes  and  Nobilitie  to  confider  the  famine,  and  to 
give  good  and  gracious  anfwer  therto ;  and  to  that  effeft,  it  need  be,  to 
realbn  and  conferr  as  they  Qiall  be  required,  and  hereanent  with  all  care- 
fulnes  to  travel  with  his  Hienes  and  prelenl  Conventione,  and  await  u 
thair  good  anfwer,  to   be  reported   again  by  them  to  the  nixt  Affemblie  : 

firme  and  liable,  &C.     (  .  &  1>.  ! 


Seffio  17a- 

Anent  the  matter  depending  aganis  the  Kings  Majefties  Advi  cat:   His 
Uhip  being  pr<  Pent  defyrif    the  Affemblie   to  confidder  wilelie  if  they 
allowit  the  forme  of  proceidings  againfl  him,  being  ane  officer  to  his  mafter 
the  Kings  Majeftie,  callit  his  allate,  [allane,]  vpon  the  alledgil  forming  of  ane 
Proclamatioun  givin  out  in  the  Kings  Majefties  name,  vnder  the  I 
Declaratioun,  and   concludit  be  authoritie  of  his  Counfell  j  and  as  they  fall 
find  be  their  wifdome,  he  wald  not  contemptuouQie  refufe  to  anfuer  t"  every 
point  [which  they  had]  to  lay  to  his  charge  :   With  the  quhilk  defyre 
brethren  being  advyCt,  Fand,  that  inrefped  of  the  Qandercaftin  he  hi-  | 
Ion,    be  may  and  fould  I"-  callit  (implie   t.>   give    his  declaratioun   for  re- 
moving therof;  quherwith  he  being  content,  plaiulie  and  oppinlie  taking 
the  nan..     ;  God  t<>  his  witnefs,  declarit,  He  neither  inventit,  pennit,  nor 
formed   the  laid  Proclamatioun,  hut,  at  the  defyre  of  the  Dukes  Grace, 
tranflatit  the  hill  part  therof  in  Scotts,  concerning  hi-  declaratioun,  quhilk 
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was  in  French ;  and  furder  did  nothing  in  the  haill  Proclamatioun.  As 
to  the  remanent  heids,  they  were  anluerit  fummarlie,  and  the  brethren  ap- 
peirandlie  fatiffied. 


Seffio  19a- 

[Anent  the  attendance  upon  the  Piatt  in  cafe  any  need  require  the 
famine  :  The  Affemblie  ordeans  the  Commiffioners  nominate  to  prefent  the 
Articles,  to  appoint  brethren  thereto.   C] 

The  brethren  appointit  to  prefent  the  Articles  to  the  Conventioun  of 
Eftates  and  Parliament,  reportit,  That  the  Lords  craveit  the  advyce  of  the 
Kirk,  quho  fould  fitt  in  thair  names  to  vote  in  Counfell  or  Parliament, 
feeing  they  are  vpon  the  ordour  taking  of  a  Counfell,  confifting  of  thrie 
Eftates  :  For  the  better  refolutioun  heirof,  it  was  thocht  meitt  heirin  to 
vnderftand  the  plaine  meining  of  this  propofitioun  at  Lords  felves,  and 
therfor  the  brether  to  be  conveinit  ther  at  afternoon. 


Seffio  20 

Anent  the  propofitioun  made  before  noone  concerning  fuch  as  fould  fitt 
and  vote  in  Counfell  and  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk  :  The  matter 
being  opponit  be  the  Lords,  thair  propofitioun  was,  Whether  if  the  Kirk 
will  aggrie,  that  fome  of  the  Bifchops  be  vpon  the  Counfell  for  the  Kirk. 

Thereafter  the  Affemblie  conveining  themfelves  together,  refolvit,  That 

they  could  not  aggrie  that  any  fould  vote  in  the  name  of  the  Kirk  [there], 

hot  they  that  beares  office  in  the  Kirk,  and  are  authorizit  with  commiffioun 

of  the  Kirk,  to  vote  and  fitt  ther  ;  and  ordanit  thair  anl'wer  to  be  returnit 

to  the  Lords  be  Mrs  George  Hay  and  Thomas  Buchannan  immediatelie. 

The  nixt  Generall  AlTemblie  to  be  at  Edinburgh,  the  24  day  of  Apryle 
nixt  to  come,  except  fome  neceffar  occafion  of  fooner  meiting  fall  out,  be 
advertifement  of  the  Prefbiterie  of  Edinburgh, 
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Proclamatione  dated  at  Perth  the  IS  of  Julie. 

James,  be  tin-  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scots,  to  our  lovits 

Meflengera,  our  Shirrifls  in  thai  part,  conjunct  l\  and 
feverally  (peciall)  conftitute,  greeting  :  Forfameikle  as  it  is  humblj 
raeaned  and  (hown  to  us  be  our  weel  beloved,  the  Reverend  father  in  ( rod, 
Robert  Montgomerie,  Archbifhop  of  Glafgow,  thai  where  he  hath  been 
and  dayly  is  trubled  and  perfwed  be  certane  Minifters  for  acceptatione  of 
our  promotione  to  the  laid  Bifchoprick,  and  alledged  aipyring  to  the  pi  r- 
fuing  of  the  (aid  Minifters  for  non  admiffione  of  him  thereto,  and  fome 
certane  promife  made  be  him  thereanent,  and  other  circumftances  depend- 
ing thereupon,  heard  and  conlidered  he  US  and  the    Lords    of   our    S 

Counfel  already ;  wherein  the  Minifters  conveened  in  the  late  General! 
Aflemblie,  Synodall  Aifemblies,  Prefbyteries,  Blderihips,  and  other-  what- 
fomever  were  difcharged  of  all  uting  Citationes,   or  pronouncing  of  Sen- 

O  D  'I  O 

tences  of  Excommunicatione,  againft  the  laid  Reverend  lather,  or  other- 
wife  troubling  or  molefting  of  him  for  the  pretended  caufe  before  rehearfed, 
of  the  which  he  hath  never  ye(  been  duely  convidt,  or  orderly  called  to  hi> 
anfwer  therevpon,  as  our  Decreil  in  recent  memorie  hear-  :  and  We  and 
our  Counfel  heiii^-  credibly  informed,  that  the  faid  Minifters,  notwith- 
standing the  premiffes,  in  a  ftrange  and  unaccuftomed  manner  ufed  here- 
tofore, Once  the  eftablifhing  of  the  true  and  Chriftian  Religione  within  our 
realme,  have  pronounced  the  laid  fentence  of  excommunicatione  a-, dull 
him,  not  only  to  his  heavy  dander,  but  alio  to  the  great  hurt  and  deroga- 
tione  of  our  authority,  and  dangerous  example  to  he  followed,  without  any 
-round  or  formal!  order  of  law  received  within  our  realme,  appointing  or 
allowing  any  fuch  forme  ;  nor  the  like  ever  hath  been  put  iii  practife  in  any 

realme  or  common  wealth  win  re  the  Gofpel    i-  received  :    wherefore,    and 

to  the  effect  that  the  (aid  fentence  (hould  not   prejudge  the  laid  Reverend 

lather,  till,  he  a  laufull  and  formal!  order  to  lie  ellahlilhed  and  allowed    he 

our  Eftates,  he  he  orderly  called  and  convicl  of  caufe  jufth  meriting  ex- 
communicatione, it  was  thoght  expedient  he  u-  and  our  laid  (  ounlel,  he 
our  other  Liter-  under  our  fubfcHptione  and    Ggnet   of   the  date  the    12    ot 

dune  hilt  bypaft,  to  grant  him  licence  and  liberty  not  only  to  Hand  in  judg- 
ment t<>  purfue  and  defend  all  and  whatfomever  caufe  dependin  .  .  he 
perfued  be  him  or  againft  him.  before  whatfomevir  ,Uu\^>  -   ot   our  realme, 
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notwithstanding  the  fentence  of  excommunicatione  pronounced  againft  him, 
or  any  of  our  laws,  a6ts  of  Parliament,  or  ftatuts  made  anent  excommuni- 
catione, or  any  pains  conteaned  therein,  anent  the  which  we  have  difpenfed 
be  our  faid  other  letters  ;  but  alfo  the  faid  letter  to  grant,  difcerne  and 
declare,  that  the  faid  Reverend  father,  for  the  laid  prefent  excommunica- 
tione, Iball  incur  no  fkaith  nor  danger,  nor  the  perfons  whomfoever  fhall 
refet,  fupplie  and  intromet  with  him,  as  our  faid  other  letters  of  Difpenfa- 
tione  granted  thereupon,  at  more  length  proports  :  Notwithftanding 
whereof,  the  Elders  and  Prefbytrie  of  Stirling  have  directed  their  precepts, 
and  therewith  caufed  fummond  Robert  Ramfay,  Nottar,  Steven  Aikman, 
Gilbert  Chriftefone,  and  Margrat  Roye,  to  compeir  before  them,  at  the  pa- 
rioch  Kirk  of  Stirline  at  a  certane  day,  to  anfwer,  at  the  inltance  of  the 
Kirk,  for  receiving  in  their  houfes,  and  enterteaning  of  the  faid  Reverend 
father,  bearing  of  him  company,  in  eating  and  drinking  and  familiar  talk 
with  him,  being  excommunicate  as  they  aledge,  after  that  intimatione  was 
made  to  the  faids  perfons  of  the  laid  excommunicatione,  and  therefore 
to  hear  and  fee  themfelves  decerned  to  underly  the  cenfures  of  the  faids 
Elders  and  Prefbytrie,  as  their  precept  directed  thereupon  at  more  lenth 
proports  ;  wherethrow,  not  only  the  faids  Elders  and  Prefbytrie  intends  to 
proceed  in  their  pretended  manner  againft  the  forefaid  named  perfons,  and 
pronounce  the  faid  fentence  of  excommunicatione  againft  them,  for  the  for- 
mer caufe  conteaned  in  the  faid  precept ;  but  alfo,  as  the  faid  Reverend 
father  is  certainly  informed,  the  Moderators,  Elders,  and  Prefbyteries  in 
Glafgow,  and  others  our  burrow  touns,  and  touns  of  our  real  me,  where 
Elders  and  Prefbytries  are  conftitute,  that  the  Miniiters,  where  he  hath  re- 
torted fince  the  time  of  the  faid  excommunicatione,  and  Avhere  he  fhall 
happen  to  refort  hereafter,  intend  in  like  manner  to  fummond  before  them, 
all  fuch  perfons  as  already  have  or  fhall  intercommune  with  him,  receive 
him  in  their  houfes,  or  give  him  meat  or  drink,  to  hear  the  faid  fentence 
of  excommunicatione  given  againft  them,  not  only  to  the  hurt  and  flander 
of  the  laid  Reverend  father,  and  of  the  forefaids  perfons,  but  alfo  to  the 
derogatione  of  us  and  our  authority  ;  a  dangerous  preparative,  in  cafe  good 
remeed  be  not  provided  :  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  We  charge  you  ftraitly 
and  commands,  that  incontinent  thir  our  letters  feen,  yee  pafs,  and,  in  our 
name  and  authority,  command  and  charge  the  Moderator  and  Elders  of  our 
burgh  of  Stirline,  Glafgow,  and  other  our  burrows  touns,  and  touns  of  our 
realme,  where  the  faid  Elderfhips  and  Prefbytries  are  conftitute,  that  they 
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delill  and  ceafe  from  all  farder  directing  of  any  precepts,  or  citationes,  ufing 
of  any  cenfures  of  excommunicatione,   or  anj  proceeding  therein,   againfl 

[aid  Robert  Ramfay,  Steven  Aikman,  Gilbert  Chriilefon,  and  Mar 
Roye,  or  any  other  of  our  fubjecls,  for  intercommuning  with  the  faid   R 
verend  father,  receiving  him  in  their  boufes,  or  giving  him  meat  or  drink, 
under  the  pain  of  rebellione,  and  putinf  of  the  faids  to  <>ur  horn;    with 
certificatione  to  them,  if  they  fail,   our  other  letters  Ihall  be  directed  fim- 
pliciterto  denunce  the  diffobeyers,  our  rebells,  and  put  them  to  our  borne 
and  efcheat,   and  bring  in  all  their  moveable  goods   to  our  uie,   for  ; 
contemptione :    Bui   to  the  effecl    thai   none  of  our  faithful  and  obedient 
fubjects  pretend  ignorance  of  our  faids   letter-   of  Diipenfatione   twiching 
this  excommunicatione  forefaid,  againfl  the  faid  Reverend  father,   or  them 
that  have  or  fall  happen  to  intereoiiiniune  with    him,    receive    him  in  their 
boufes,  give  him  meat  and  drink,   Ihall  incurr  no  danger  therethrough,   in 
their  bodies,  land-,  benefices,  livings,  goods,   nor  geir,     We  command  and 
charge   you,   that   you  pafe  to  the  mercat  of  our  burghs   of  Perth, 

Stirline,  GlafgOW,  and  other  our  burrows,  and  places  needful!  within  our 
realme,  and  there,  be  open  proclamation  in  our  name  and  authority, 
make  puhlieatione  and  intiniatione  of  the  premifes  of  our  laid  other 
letter  of  Difpenfatione  granted  be  us,  with  advice  of  our  faid 
Counfell,  in  manner  forefaid,  as  yee  will  anfwer  to  us  thereupon; 
becaufe  We  and  our  Counfell  have  feen  the  letter  of  Difpenfatii 
above  writen ;  and  alio,  becaufe  it  is  remitted  to  the  Conference,  how, 
in  what  manner,  and  for  what  caufes,  exeommunieatione  llionld  be  given 
and  pronounced.     The  which  to  do,   We  commit   to  you  conjun&lie  and 

rallj  our  lull  power  be  thir  our  letter-,   delivi  ring  them  to  you   duely 
execute,  and  indorfit  again  to  the  hearer. 

.  n  under  our  Signet  at  Perth  the  IS  of  Julii 

Ex  deliberations  Dominorum  Confilij. 


1  ii 


610  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  158<2. 


Apud  Caftrum  de  Striueling  xxj  die  menfis  Septembris,  anno 
Domini  Jro  Vc  lxxxij. 

Sederunt. 

Jacobus  Comes  de  Glencarne.  Computorum  Rotulator. 

Willielmus  Comes  Gowrye.  Clericus  Regiftri. 

Commendatarius  de  Dumfermling.  Clericus  Jufticiarie. 

Commendatarius  de  Culros.  Prepofitus  de  Dundie. 
Commendatarius  de  Cambufkynneth. 

Declaratioun  of  the  Kingis  Majefteis  intentioun  and  meaning  anent 
his  lail  Proclamatioun  made  at  Perth. 

Forfamekle  as  it  is  humelie  rnenit  and  havelie  complenit  to  oure  Souer- 
ane  Lord  and  Lordis  of  Secrete  Counfale,  be  the  Miniflers  of  Godis  Word, 
That  be  his  Maiefties  Proclamatioun  daitit  at  Perth  the  twelft  day  of  Julij 
laft  bypaft,  publifched  in  diuers  partes  of  this  realme,  and  ordanit  to  be  in- 
timat  at  all  raercat  croces  and  paroche  kirkis  within  the  fame,  bearing  that 
fals  brutis  ar  gevin  furth,  divulgat  and  publictlie  decleamit,  vnder  cullour 
of  religioun,  and  titill  and  name  of  the  Kirk,  to  fteir  his  Hienes  glide  fub- 
ie6lis  in  thair  contempt,  and  to  neglect  thair  dewtie  and  obedience  aucht 
to  his  Hienes,  commanding  and  chargeing  all  and  fundre  Erlis,  Lordis, 
Barones,  Miniflers,  and  all  vtheris  his  Maiefties  liegis,  to  defift  and  ceis 
fra  all  publefching,  preitching,  repoi'ting,  or  affirming  of  fie  fals  brutes 
and  manyfeft  leyis,  exhorting  thame  not  to  be  movit  to  ony  Conuentioun 
or  Affembleis,  vnder  quhatfumeuir  title  or  names,  except  his  Hienes  ad- 
uife  and  directioun  had  thairto ;  certifeing  thame  that  dois  in  the  contrar, 
that  they  falbe  repute,  haldein  and  pvneifl  as  makers  of  convocatioun  of 
his  Hienes  liegis,  difquietaris  of  commoun  peax,  rebellis,  and  ennemeyis 
to  his  Maieftie  his  aucloritie  and  lavves.  Be  the  wordis  of  the  quhilk 
Proclamatioun,  the  aucloritie  and  libertie  of  Godis  Word  in  fre  reproving 
of  fyn  and  iniquitie,  and  the  preuilege  grantit  to  Godis  Kirk,  and  in  all 
aiges  obferuit,  and  fpeciallie  fen  his  Hienes  coronatioun,  in  the  convoca- 
tioun of  the  Generall,  Synodoll,  and  Particular  AfTemblies,  at  all  tymes 
convenient,   is  thocht  to  be  inhibite  and  put  vnder  iniune~tionis  in  ane  new 
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and  ftrange  maner,   (|iiliilk    wi-<   not,    nor   is   not   \n<  Maieftiea   meanii 
Quhairiore  hia  Maieftie  hea   declaritj    and  be  thir   prefentia   declaris,   thai 
\w-  Eiienea  trew  intentioun  and  vnfeingeil  will  neuir  wea   nor   is,  to  refill 
or  put  ftay  or  iniun&ioun  to  the  fre  preaching  of  Godis  Word,  in  reproving 
of  fyn  and  iniquitie,  aa  be  the  lame   Word  occafioun   is  ofTerit,   nor  51I 
ftop  the  conventions  of  General],   Synodoll,   or   quhatfumeuir  particular 
AfTemblies  of  the  Kirk  and  Minifteris,  at  all  tymes   requiliti 
thf  Word  of  God,  and  lovable  vfe  and  cuftom  obferuit  heirtofore  ;   willing 
tharae  to  proCeid  as  Godis  Word  directs,   aa  be  vfe  and   cuftuin    hea  bene 
reflauit,  notwithftanding  the  (aid  Proclamatioun  maid,  or  ony  vther  to  !><• 
maid  in  the  contrar  ;  anent  the  quhilkia   Ins  Maieftie   difpenfia   for  euir  : 
And,  with  aduife  of  the    Lordis  of  his    Hinds  Sec  lunfale,   ordania 

r>  to  be  direcl  to  officiaria  of  armes,   Schireffia  in  that  part,   chargeing 
than.  1  the  mercat  croces  of  the  heid   bunrowia   of  1 1 1  i  —   realm e, 

and  vtheris  places  neidfull  ;  and  thair,  be  oppin  proclamatioun,  mak  pubh- 
catioun  of  tin1  premiflfes,  that  nane  pretend  ignorance  of  th< 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXIII. 


The  Generall  AfTemblie  conveinit  at  Edinburgh  in  the  New  Kirk, 
the  24  day  of  Apryle  1583  :  Where  there  were  prefent  the  Com- 
miffioners,  &c. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Johne  Brand,  in  place  of  Mr  David  Lindefay,  laft 
Moderatour,  be  reafon  of  the  fame  Mr  David  Lindefays  departing  [in 
companie]  with  the  Kings  Majefties  AmbafTdour :  Leits,  Mrs  Thomas 
Smeitoun,  David  Fergufone,  and  Johne  Brand  :  [Be  pluralitie  of  votis,] 
the  faid  Mr  Thomas  was  eleclit  hac  vice. 

[Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lind fey,  Mr  Andrew 
Hay,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  Peeter  Bleckburne, 
David  Fergufon,  and  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  were  ordeaned  to  advife 
with  the  Moderator,  upon  liich  heids  as  were  to  come  in  reafoning-  before 
the  AfTemblie,  everie  day,  as  they  fhall  think  expedient,  before  they  enter 
to  the  AfTemblie,  not  prejudging  the  libertie  of  the  brethren  in  any  thing. 
C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  la- 

[Anent  the  departing  of  Mr  David  Lindl'ey,  Minifter  at  Leith,  in  com- 
panie with  the  Kings  Ambaffadour :  The  AfTemblie  underftanding  the 
fame  to  be  his  Hienes  will,  and  of  his  Counfell,  think  it  rel'onable  his  Ma- 
jefties command  be  obeyed,  praying  God  to  give  good  fuccefs  to  their  good 
proceedings  whatfomever  ;  alwife  defires  the  faid  Mr  David,  after  their  re- 
turn, to  conveen  with  the   Moderator  and  his  AfTefTors  before  the  Affem- 
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blie,  t<>  conferr  bereanent  with  them,  where  il  anj  matter  or  particular  re- 
mits, neceflary  to  be  opened  up,  that  tli<«  whole  Aflemblie  Lall  be  bearers 
thereof;  and,  for  fupplemenl  of  his  place  in  his  abfence,  ordeana  Mr  John 
Craige,  or  John  Duncanfon,  upon  the  Sunday,  to  occupj  his  roome  while 
hi-  returning.  C] 


Seffio 

Tlic  Aflemblie  ordaines  [their  brethren,]  Mrs  Johne  Craig,  Johne  I)u- 
rie,  and  Alexander  Hoome,  to  pafle  [down]  to  the  Kings  Majeflie,  and 
humblie  defyre  bis  Grace  to  lend  Coramiffione  s  in  his  name,  to  aiiill  this 
Afleinblie  in  treating  and  concluding  in  matters  [therein]  proponit ;  and 
farther  to  deiyre  his  Eiienes,  feeing  his  Ambafladour  is  departing  to  [ngland, 
to  u  i  \  *  *  a  charge  to  him  to  travel,  thai  ane  vnion  and  band  may  be  made  be- 
tnixt  hi-  Grace,  and  her  Majeflie,  and  vther  Chriftian  Princes  and  realmes 
profeffing  the  tine  religioun,  for  defence  and  prote6lioun  of  the  Word  of 
God  and  profeflburs  therof,  againft  the  perfecutioun  of  Papiftsand  confede- 
rats  joj  nit  and  united  togither  be  the  bloody  league  of  Trent  ;  and  alio,  that 
her  Majeftie  wald  difburdein  their  brether  of  [ngland,  of  the  pocke  of  cere- 
monies impofed  upon  them  againft  thelibertie  of  the  Word  ;  and  vponthir 
thrie  heids  to  report  her  anfuer  againe. 

|  Anent  the  commiflione  given  in  the  lall  Aflemblie,  concerning  ; 
(litutione  of  Pretbytries,  where  they  were  not  ye\  vvc\i'<\:    The  faid  com- 
miflione being  read,  and  the  particular  executione  therof  being    required, 
it  was  found,  for  fundrie  reafonable  impediments  alledged  he  Mr  (i, 
Hay,  thai  Hois,  Cathnefs  and  Sutherland  were  not  eftablifhed  as  yi 
performance  whereof,    the  Aflemblie    continued    the    commillion    given    of 
before,  deliring  the  faid  .Mr  George,  and  hi-  brethren,  Commiflloners  with 
him,  to  travel  dili-entlie  betwixt  and  the  nixt    AiTemblie. 

As  to   Murrey  :    A  platt  was    made  of  the  ereetioiie  thereof,    which  was 

given  in  write,  and  committed  to  the  Gght  of  Mr  Robert  Pont,   to  be 
lented  again  with  his  judgment  to  the  Aflemblie. 

Anent  Aberdeen:   Becaufe  of  the  Principalis  abfence,    n  ho  i-   (hortly 
looked  for,  the  brethren  continue. 1  the  trial  thereof  while  In-  com  inc. 

Aueut  the  ordinance  given  out  in  the  lall    Aflemblie,   concerning    Hillt- 
ops,  and  their  trial,    &c. :     The  particular   Commiflloners   orderly    being 
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called  upon  the  account  of  the  executione  of  their  commifiione,  none  com- 
peted for  the  Prefbytrie  of  Perth. 

As  to  the  Bifliop  of  Brechin  :  The  procels  led  againfl  him  was  produced. 

Twiching  the  Bifhops  of  Aberdeen  and  Orkney  :  The  brethren  de- 
clared they  proceed  in  both,  and  Ihould  produce  their  procels  the  morne. 

Concerning  Dumblane  and  the  Ifles  :  The  procels  deduced  againfl  them 
being  exhibite,  the  light  thereof  was  committed  to  Mr  Peeter  Bleckburne 
and  Mr  Adam  Johnflone  till  the  morne. 

As  to  Sanct  Androws :  Mr  Andrew  Melvill  declared  he  had  received 
fummons  and  writings  from  the  Prefbytrie  of  Glafgow,  to  fummon  him 
diverfe  time  ;  but  he  was  fick,  and  therefore  could  not  addere  afflictionem 
afflicto. 

Anent  vifitationc  of  Univerlities  conforme  to  the  directione  of  the  late 
AHemblie  :  And  firft  of  Aberdeen,  it  was  found  travels  had  been  taken 
therein,  and  ane  order  fet  doune  which  is  in  the  Principalis  hands. 

As  to  Sanct  Androws  and  Glafgow  :  Excufe  was  made  be  reafon  of 
the  troubles,  and  want  of  the  Kings  Commiffioners  to  concurr.  The  Af- 
femblie  referred  the  farther  order  to  be  taken  herein  till  another  time. 


Seffio  3a- 

The  brethren  directed  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  yelternight,  reported  his 
Graces  anfwer,  Three  Commiffioners  mould  be  directed  in  his  name  to 
the  Affemblie  :  As  to  the  fecond  article,  It  wes  mod  reafonable,  and  in 
hand  before  their  coming  :  As  to  the  third,  He  fhould  give  in  command  to 
his  Ambaffador,  to  treat  the  famine  as  opportunitie  ferved  bell  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  caufe. 

Anent  the  travels  taken  be  Mr  Craige  in  collecting  and  dilpoling  the 
acts  of  the  AHemblie  :  The  Affemblie  hath  ordeaned  their  brethren,  Mr 
Robert  Pont,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  George 
Hay,  and  John  Duncanfone,  to  conlider  and  overfee  the  famine  ;  and,  to 
that  effect,  to  meet  at  afternoon,  and  appoint  fuch  hours  as  they  fall  think 
moll  commodious  to  attend  thereupon  ;  and  to  return  their  opinion  back 
to  the  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  procefs  concerning  the   Bifchope   of  Dumblane  :     The    Af- 
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(emblie  continues  the  farther  proceiding  in   that  matter,   while   the  morn 
that  lie  be  prefent.  ( '.  | 

\ i lent  the  [unrounds  direct  lie  the  Synodal]  Affemblie  of|  the  well  part 
Fyfeaganis  Mr  David  Ruffell,  Bailgie  of  Sancl  Androes,to  heir  ane  fentence 
definitive  pronouncil  \  pon  ane  procefs  deduceil  befor  the  Prefbyterie  heirof, 
againfl  him,  for  ane  Qanderoua  letter  publifchit  the  17  daj  of  Marche  lad, 
in  prefence  of  the  congregatioun :  The  faid  .Mr  David  being  prefent,  pro- 
tefting  fir  ft,  before  God,  henevir  meinit  nor  means  to  doubt  of  the  authori- 
tie  of  the  Kirk,  made  a  difcourfe  of  the  vakeing  of  the  pulpit  of  Sancl:  An- 

-,  and  of  the  receipt  of  the  wryting  from  my  Lord  Marche,  qu 
put  in  forme  be  him,   and  red  in   the  kirk  ;    quherin   he   grants  thai 
were  thir  words,  calumnious  pretendil  maner,  ;       • 

confidderit,  fould  not  be  found  offeniive:  always  he  b      appealit  from 
Prefbitrie  to  this  Affemblie,  for  the   caufes  conteinit   in  hi^  appellatioun, 
quhilk  he  exhibite,  defyreing  the  Wifdomes  of  the  Affemblie  that  he  might 
have  a  light  of  the  proces  layit  againfl  him,  to  be  advyfit  with  his  jufl 
fence;  and  that  rather  or  the  matter  co;ne  in  opin    reafoning,   that   pri 
conference  were  had  amongfl  the  difcreitefi  therupon  :  With  the  quhilk 
lyre  the  Kirk  being  advylit,  vottit  to  the  reiding  therof  firll  opin!;.   . 
as  the  famein  being  publicklie  red  and   beard,  her  with  the  copi 

the  wryting  givin  out  be  laid  Synodal!  iblie,  red  in  the  paroch  kirk, 

the  farther  confideratioun   of  the  caufe   was  loft  till    afternoone,   and    he 
warned  to  he  prefent. 


S<  :■ 

[At  afternoone,  the  faid]  Mr  David  Ruflell  being  inquyrit  if  he  had  the 
principal!  wryting  alledgit,  red  vpon  the  laid  17  day  of  Mai  nvit  the 

tune,  and  exhibit  ane  douhle  therof,  as  he  termed  it,    receivi  d  b  •  him, 
he  alledgit,  from  ane  fervant  of  the    Erie  of  Marches,    nothing    different 

from  the  original!,  quhilk  he  pennit,  and  was  red  in    the    faid    I  -    he 

hiinlelle  tellilied. 

\-  to  the  appellatioun  interponil  he  him  from  the  faid  Prefbitrie,     and 
given  in  before  noon,]  the  hail!   Affemblie,  [alter   long    reafoning  in  the 

matter,  ]  vottit  uuiformlie,  that  he  had  evil  appealit  |  from  the  faid  Prefbyti 
with  whole  fenteme  the  laid    Mr  David  declarit  he  Hood  content.      A-    to 
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the  ientence  to  be  pronouncit  in  the  faid  matter,  as  alfo  aganis  William 
Leirmonth,  ane  vther  of  the  faids  Bailgies,  the  Kirk  continuit  the  fame  to 
the  morne,  warning  them  both  prefentlie  therto. 


Seflio  5a- 

Ordeans  [the  bretheren  following,  to  wit,]  Mrs  Alexander  Arbuthnot, 
David  Fergufone,  and  Johne  Durie,  with  the  Kings  Minifters,  to  pafie  to 
his  Grace  and  Cbunfell,  and  in  name  of  the  Kirk  crave  earneftly,  that  the 
French  Ambaffadour,  whofe  travells  heir  are  fulpectit  to  tend  aganis  both 
religioun  and  comraoun  weill,  may  be  difpatchit :  That  Mr  Hault,  the 
Jefuite,  may  be  accufit  and  tryit,  and  according  to  his  offence,  if  he  be 
found  guiltie,  may  be  punifchit :  Sicklyke,  my  Lord  Seatouns  lbnne  may 
be  fend  for,  and  acculit  of  the  wrytings  fent  to  the  Jefuites,  and  ordour 
put  to  him  therfor. 

Attour,  That  ane  brother  of  the  Laird  of  Camboes,  refufeing  to  abyde 
the  judgement  of  the  Kirk,  and  allowes  the  breaking  of  the  [Kings]  lawes 
concerning  his  religioun,  may  be  fummoned  to  a  particular  dyatt,  to  vnderly 
the  law. 

Item,  To  remember  his  Grace  concerning  the  Abbot  of  Haliewood, 
that  no  licence  be  given  to  him  to  depart  out  of  the  countrey ;  and  fick- 
lyke  to  remember  concerning  Mr  David  Chalmer. 

[The  laid  day]  Mr  David  Ruffell  fubmittit  him  abfolutely  to  the  judge- 
ment of  the  Affemblie,  concerning  the  proces  laid  againft  him,  [which  was 
yet  ordeaned  to  be  fighted  again  be  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Alexander 
Arbuthnet,  Mr  George  Hay,  and  David  Fergufone  again  afternoon.  C] 

Anent  the  citatioun  dire6t  from  the  Synodall  of  Fyffe  aganis  Mr  David 
Ruffell,  Bailgie  of  San6t  Androes,  to  compeir  in  this  Affemblie,  to  heir 
fentence  definitive  pronouncit  vpon  ane  proces  led  and  deduceit  befor  the 
Prefbyterie  of  the  laid  citie,  for  publifching  of  a  flanderous  letter,  vpon 
the  17  day  of  March  laft,  in  prefence  of  the  Congregatioun  of  Sanel;  An- 
droes \  as  the  a6tion  at  lenth  beares  :  The  laid  aclioun  and  haill  proces 
being  publicklie  red,  and  at  lenth  confidderit  be  the  haill  Affemblie,  and 
the  famein,  with  the  deductioun  therof  in  all  points,  together  with  the  letter 
and  intimatioun  of  the  faid  Synodall  Affemblie  publifched  in  the  paroch 
kirk  of  San6l  Androes  opinlie,  being  [lawfully,   formalie  and]  ordourlie 
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proceidit,  lykeae  the  laid  brethren  in  ane  voyce  jultifiea  and  allowia  the  pro- 
ceidings  therof,  and  of  the  faid  Prelbyterie  in  the  laid  caufe  ;  and  after 
good  deliberatioun  and  refolutioun  takin  vpon  the  Gghl  and  diligent  tryall 
of  (lif  laid  procea  and  probatioun  led  therin,  Hea  found,  and  finds,  that  the 
faid  Mr  David  [not  onlj  ]  hea  givin  heavie  dander,  and  offcndil  agania  tin 
Prelbytrie  of  Sam  I  Androea,  but  farther  hea  Qanderit  [lb]  heavilie  agania 
til.-  hail!  Kirk  id'  this  realme,  aa  that,  fen  the  reformatioun  of  religioun 
within  thr  fame,  the  lyke  therof  hath  not  been  offeril  in  an\  perfon  ;  and 
elpecially  in  the  particulars  following,  evidently  provin  and  evictit  per 
teftea  omni  exceptione  tnajorea  ;  quherofa  part  alio  i-  confefl  be  himfelfe, 
granting  he  had  done  annllc,  and  fubmitting  him  to  the  determinatioun 
and  arbitrament  of  the  haill  brether  abfolutelie  : 

To  wit,  In  calling  the  ordinance  of  the  Prefbitrie,  a  rable,  faying  it  Could 
not  paife  hnt  ane  anfuer  ;  it  fould  he'  worfe  then  the  faire  of  Glalgow,  and 
that,  foure  dayea  before  the  famoua  lyhell  was  publifchit. 

2.  In  giving  command  with  threatening  to  publiih  the  letter,  in  face  of 
the  Kirk. 

■  >.   In  penning  and  formeing  the  laid  blafphemoua  letter. 

1.  In  denying  firft,  with  atteilatioun,  the  penning  therof,  and  tin  rafter 
granting  the  fame. 

.;.  In  opponing  him,  in  all  heids  of  the  faid  letter,  to  the  [ordinance  ol 
the]  Prefbyterie. 

<i.  In  wryting  thir  outragioua  words  therin,  pretendit  Prefbitrie,  vfurpit 
authoritie  of  the  laid  Prelbyterie,  without  any  good  ground  of  Goda  Word, 
or  lawes  of  the  realme :  that  the  laid  Prelbyterie  did  againa  their  awin 
confeiences,  and  chriftian  charitie ;  that  Ibme  of  them  werepromile  break- 
era,  howbeit  the  contrair  were  verified;  in  accufatioun  of  the  letter  of  the 
Prelbyterie  of  calumnious  [objections;  and  in  contemning  not  only  the 
jurifdictioun  of  the  Prelbiterie,  bol  alio  of  the  Synodal!  Affemblie:  And 
therfor  lies  decernit  and  ordanit  in  ane  voyce,  That  the  [aid  Mr  David, 
vpon  Thurefdaj  come  eight  dayes,  immediatlie  after  returneing  from  thia 
Affemblie,  fall  appeare  in  prefence  of  the  Prefbitrie  of  s, [n^\  Androes,  and 
with  humiliatioun  of  heart,  and  earned  and  true  repentance,  confeia  and 
acknowledge  befor  them,  that  in  the  particulars  above  wrytin,  and  even 
ane  of  them,  he  hes  heavilie  offendit  hi-  God,  and  Qanderit  the  Laid  Prelby- 
trie,  and  the  haill  Kirk  of  God  within  thia  realme;  or.i\  in^:  Goda  good- 
nea  to  pardon  him,  and  the  laid  brethren  to  forgive  him,  with  promife  in 

4  i 
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tyme  comeing,  to  avoyde  all  fuch  flanderous  behaviour  or  dealing- :  whole 
humiliatioun  and  repentance  being  found  vnfained  and  earnell,  be  the  light 
of  the  faid  Prelbyterie,  and  they  fatiffied  therwith,  that,  upon  Sonday  im- 
mediatlie  therafter,  he  appeare  befor  the  pulpit  in  the  paroch  kirk  of  Sanel 
Androes,  befor  noone,  after  the  fermoun,  and  immediatlie  befor  the  prayer, 
in  prefence  of  the  congregatioun,  and  ther  make  the  laid  confeilioun,  ac- 
knowledging his  offences  in  particular,  and  in  rnaner  as  is  above  deduceit ; 
exhorting  all  the  brethren  and  congregatioun  to  the  obedience  of  the  Kirk 
and  ordinances  therof,  that  as  they  have  bein  flanderit  be  his  fall,  fo  be  his 
ryling  they  may  receive  confort  and  good  example  :  Wherein  if  the  faid 
Mr  David  failgies,  and  gives  not  abfolute  obedience  according  to  the  tenour 
of  this  fentence,  in  all  poynts,  that  the  faid  Prelbitrie  of  San6t  Androes  pro- 
ceid  aganis  him  in  all  points  with  the  fentence  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  ordour  and  iniun6tiouns  to  be  vfed  aganis  Gawin  Grahame 
and  his  Collegues  already  excommunicat :  The  Affemblie  prefent  lies 
ordainit,  that  they  fall  fatiffie  the  iniuncliouns  vfit  againft  murtherers,  in- 
celtuous  perfons,  &c.  before  they  be  abfolvit  from  the  faid  fentence,  the 
forme  quherof  is  conteinit  in  ane  a<St  made  in  December  1565,  Selfio  4  ; 
and  the  lame  being  dewlie  fatiffied,  and  earneft  repentance  being  fein  in 
them,  ordaines  the  said  Presbytrie  of  Glasgow  to  absolve  them  from  the 
faid  fentence. 

[As  to  the  remanent  perfons  yet  under  procefs,  who  were  guiltie 
of  the  violence  done  to  Mr  John  Howefon :  The  whole  Affemblie  hath 
granted  the  forme  of  the  difcipline  to  be  ufed  againft  them,  to  the 
judgment  and  good  difcretione  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Glafgow,  with  advice 
and  counfel  of  one  of  the  brethren  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh, 
to  be  directed  unto  them,  together  with  James  Anderfone  and  the 
Minilter  of  Air  ;  the  forme  of  difcipline  alwife,  and  injun6tiones,  to  be  given 
to  the  faid  perfons  as  yett  not  excommunicate,  to  be  lefs,  and  not  fo  fevere 
as  of  thefe  that  have  bidden  the  fentence  of  excommunicatione ;  and  or- 
deans  the  faid  brethren  of  Stirline,  Air  and  Edinburgh,  to  conveen  with 
the  faid  Prefbytrie,  the  laft  Wednfday  of  May  nixt  to  come,  to  the  effecl 
forfaid. 

The  faid  day,  the  Provell  of  Dundee  and  the  Laird  of  Colluthie  pre- 
fented  certaine  inltruetiones  given  to  them  be  the  Kings  Majefiie  and 
his  Counfel,  with  a  letter  written  in  favours  of  the  Bifchope  of  Murrey, 
which  were  red,  and  left  to  be  conlidered  while  the  morne.  C] 
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Seffio  ' 

A;:. 'iit  the  hv'i'l-  proponu"  [  yefterday]  be  the  Proreft  of  Dundee  and  the 
Laird  of  Cultethie,  his  Majefties  Coramiffioners :  The  Kirk,  be  the  M>>- 
d  era  tour,  gave  anfWer,  That,  for  expeditioun  of  the  firfl  heidj  the  Affem- 
b)ie  Could  appoint  their  nixt  conventioun  the  fooner,  that  ane  abfolute 
anfuer  may  be  u i ^ i m  therto.  Touching  the  fecond  :  Tiny  have  found  be 
experience,  that  commiffiouns  givin  to  brother,  with  power  to  conclude, 
have  done  great  hurt  to  (the  Kirk.  As  t<>  novelties  :  They  fould  middle 
with  nane. 

AuiMit  the  lamentahill  fupplicatioun  given  in  be  the  Erie  of  Arrane, 
bearing,  Thai  quher,vpon  his  diverfe  fupplicatiouns  prefentit  to  the  ( renerall 
Aflemblies  at  Dundie  and  Edinburgh,  they  have  [diligently  ]  travel  lit  with  the 
Kings  Maj  iftieand  [  Lords  of]  Sec  re  it  Counfell,  for  his  delyverance  from  his 
1  <>  1 1  ^  |  and  lamentable]  captivitie,  and  reftitutioun  to  him  of  his  heritage)  mod 
wraii"<>ullie  withhahliu  from  him,  be  the  wickil  and  fraudulent  meanes  ol 
the  prefent  pofleflbur  therof;  nottheles,  that  vngodlie  man,  abufing  the  south 
andfavour  of  his  Soveraine,  hes  not  Indent  "our  lute  to  be  hard,  tryed,  and 
allowed  be  his  Majeure,  as  he  is  fure  it  wilhe  quhenfoevir  his  Grace  is 
duelie  informit  of  his  innocencie,  and  the  miseries,  grieves,  and  wrangis 
be  him  fufteinit,  in  fpirit,  bodie,  and  worldlie  goods,  be  the  cnieltie  of  his 
;ie-  :  befeiking  the  Affemblie  therfor,  as  the  only  meane  in  this  world 
quhervnto  he  may  have  efperance,  to  prefent  his  regraits  and  dolents  to  his 
Majeilie,  that  they  will  jit  continue  thair  former  lute  in  his  favour,  and 
pretermitt  not  the  prefent  opportunitie  of  his  Majeilie-  <^ood  difpolitioun, 
not  able  to  he  abu&d  be  the  craft  and  liibtiltae  of  that  his  \  niull  enemie 
being  prefentlie  removit  from  his  Majefties  preience ;  praying  them  alio 
to  labour  that  his  bodie  and  living  ma)  be  committit  to  the  cuitodie  of  bis 

\erie  vndouhtit  friend-,  quho  a.\- ill  have  \  uiained  care  for   the   [amendment. 

and]  prefervatioun  of  the  ane  and  the  vther,  according  to  confcienoe, 
equitie,  and  righteous  law  is  of  all  civil]  countrey  -  ;  remembring  prefent- 
li  •  that  he  i-  to  deftitute  of  all  vther  meane-  ol  interceflioun,  laving  them 
only,  for  feare  of  his  enemies  crueltie,  that,  among  fo  many  natural  friends 
of  all  d<  he  can  hardly  find  ane  that  will  declare  himfelfe  the  pre- 

lenter  of  this  his  fupplicatioun  [made]  to  the  Afiemblie  ;    the  quhilk   ne- 

(■.•Ilitie  he  douhte-  not  thair  Wifdomes  will  worthilie  (upplie. 
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The  Kirk  having  confidderit  the  faid  iupplicatioun,  ordainis  thair  bre- 
ther  that  prefentlie  are  dire6l  to  the  King's  Majeftie,  to  fhew  his  Hienes 
this  pitiefull  complaint,  craveing  his  gracious  and  good  anfuer  therin  :  and 
farther,  as  the  Affemblie  fall  find  opportunitie,  be  thair  Commillioners 
travells,  to  be  done  for  the  weill  and  confort  of  the  Nobleman. 

Mr  Robert  Pont  declairit,  that,  with  lofe  of  his  heritage  and  worldlie 
commoditie,  he  had  proponit  to  fitt  down  in  Sanct  Androes,  and  had 
ferved  on  his  awin  charges  a  whole  geir,  and  could  not  have  any  equall 
conditiouns  of  living,  no,  not  the  leaft  provifioun  that  any  had  that  paft 
befor,  and  now  altogither  his  heart  is  abftraclit  from  them  ;  praying  the 
Kirk  not  to  lay  the  charge  vpon  him  againft  his  will. 


Seffio  8*- 

[The  faid  day,  Captane  Montgomerie  being  directed  from  the  Kings 
Majeftie  to  the  whole  Affemblie,  required  them  in  his  Hienes  name,  feing 
his  Majeftie  is  patron  and  eredler  of  the  Colledge  of  Glafgow,  where- 
through he  hath  a  care  of  the  interteanment  and  Handing  of  the  fame,  that 
the  Affemblie  meddle  not  with  the  removing  of  any  of  the  members  there- 
of, and  efpecially  of  the  Principall. 

Anent  the  diredtione  given  to  certane  brethren  to  pafs  to  the  Kings 
Majeftie  with  fome  ljpeciall  heids  to  be  craved  of  his  Grace  :  The  laid 
brethren  having  returned  from  his  Majeftie,  reported,  That  concerning 
the  French  Ambaffadour,  he  is  prefentlie  in  his  jurney  to  depart,  and  this 
day  takes  his  leave.  As  to  the  examining  of  Mr  Holt,  and  fummunding 
of  my  Lord  Setons  fone  :  His  Grace  fould  fee  that  he  were  fummoned, 
and  both  conferred  together,  and  tried ;  as  alfo  he  fhould  caufe  Cambois 
brethren  be  fummoned.  As  to  the  Abbot  of  Halyvvood  ;  He  remembered 
not  of  any  licence  paft  be  him.  Concerning  the  Erie  of  Arran  :  He  fould 
fend  and  fee  how  he  is  intreated  ;  and  if  he  were  evil  handled,  fould  re- 
meid  it.     Twiching  Mr  David  Chamber :    Order  fould  be  put  to  him. 


Seffio  9a- 
For  reading  and  anfwering  the   Bills  :     Appoints  Mr   James  Balfour, 
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David  Fergulbnej  Mr  James  Carmichael,  Mr  A. lam  Johnfloune,  and 
John  Johnftoun  his  brother,  t « >  conveen  the  morne  at  6  hours  in  the 
morning,  and  fo  to  continue  while  they  be  anfwered.  ('. ) 

Anenl  the  citatioun  direct  aganis  William  Leirmontb,  bailgie  of  Sancl 
Androes:  The  Affemblie,  in  refpecl  of  the  (aid  William  hi^  Gmple  con- 
feflioun,  that  he  gave  command  to  Niniane  Kale,  to  reid  puhlicklie  the 
Qanderous  letter  aganis  the  Prefbitrie  "I  Sancl  Androes,  in  the  paroch 
kirk  therof,  and  \u>  humble  fubraiffioun  to  the  whole  Kirk,  Ordaines  him, 
vpon  Sonday  come  aught  dayes,  to  compeir  before  the  congregatioun  of 
Saiirl  Androes,  after  lei  nitiiin  and  befor  prayer,  and  ther  confeffe  bi 
fence  forfaid,  alking  God  and  hi--  Kirk  pardon  therfor,  trader  the  paine  ol 
the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk,  to  be  execute  be  the  faid  Prefbytrie  aganis  him. 


Seffio  LO- 

Anenl  the  report  to  be  made  to  the  Affemblie,  be  the  brethren  ap- 
pointed  to  the  Bght  of  the  conftitutione  of  the  Prefbytries  of  Ab< 
&c.  Anfwer  wes  given,  That  they  had  conGdered  the  eftate  of  the  matter, 
and  found  three  of  the  feat  Prefbytries,  whereof  they  have  befl  know!. 
reafonablie  weale  conftitute  ;  the  farder  is  not  fo  weal  knawin  to  them  ; 
alwil'e  they  found  them  all,  be  the  adviee  of  the  Synodal  Affemblie,  who 
lould  bell  know  the  eftate  of  the  countrie,  eftablifhed.  The  whole  Affem- 
blie  approved  the  conftitutione  hereof,  while  hereafter  that  better  refolu- 
tione  be  taken,  in  cafe  a  better  partial  may  be  confidered.  C] 

Anenl  baptifme  miniftrat  be  laict  perfons,   and  fuch  as  b<  -    do  ordinan 
function  in  the  Miniftrie  of  the  Kirk :    The  Generall  Kirk,   in  an.- 
hes  concludit  the  lame  to  be  no  baptifm  ;  and  that   thefe   that   are   in   the 
pretendit  manner  baptifed,  lould  be  baptized  according  to  Gods  Word. 

Anenl  M  "millers  that  make  not  refidence  at  their  awin  Kirk-:  The 
Affemblie  ordains  the  Prefbyteries  vniverfallie  within  thair  awin  bounds, 
to  take  ordour  therwith,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  proces  deduceil  befor  the  Prefbyterie  aganis    rlenrie  Adam- 
r  me,  burges  of  Perth,  and  approvin  be  tfa    N'  i   idall  Affemblie  of  the  , 
vince:     The  bail]  kirk  at  lenth   having  conlidderil  the  proces  and   pr< 
tioun  led  in  the  matter,  being  weill  refolvit  and  advyfit  then  with,  in  ane 
voyce  declares  and  finds  the  faid  Henrie,   be  hi- familiar  and   fufj 
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haviour  with  Jeanie  Thornton,  fpous  of  Oliver  Peibles,  reforting  with  her 
in  privat  and  fufpect  places,  drinking-  and  converting  with  her,  and  vther- 
wayes  behaving  himfelfe  not  fo  chaftlie  as  becomes  ane  honefl  maried 
perfon,  as  be  fundrie  circumftances  in  the  laid  procefs  appears  to  have 
given  fufpicioun  that  he  lies  committit  adulterie  with  her,  and  therby  to 
have  givin  occafion  of  flander  in  his  perfon  :  Therfor  ordaines  him,  im- 
mediatelie  after  his  returning  from  the  AiTemblie,  to  compeir  befor  the 
Prefbyterie  of  Perth,  and  ther,  with  humilitie,  vnfainedly  to  confefTe  and 
acknowledge  that  he  lies  given  occalion  of  flander,  afking  God  and  his 
Kirk  forgivenes  [therfor  ;]  and  therafter,  vpon  ane  Sonday  to  be  appointit 
be  the  faid  Prefbyterie,  he  fall  compeir  in  the  paroch  kirk  of  Perth,  in  tyme 
of  fermoun  befor  noone,  fitt  in  the  place  of  repentance  in  his  commoun 
apparrell  quhill  the  fermoun  be  enditt,  and  immediatelie  after  the  end 
therof,  and  befor  the  prayer,  Hand  vp  in  the  faid  place  of  repentance,  and 
confeffe  and  acknowledge  the  flander  given  be  him,  and  afk  God  and  [his] 
Kirk  pardon  therfor,  with  promife  in  tyme  coming  to  avoyde  all  flanderous 
behaviour  and  fufpitioun  of  any  fuch  cryme,  vnder  the  paine  of  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  Kirk  to  be  execute  aganis  him  be  the  faid  Prefbyterie. 


Seflio  1 1*- 

Anent  the  difficultie  movit  be  certaine  brether,  If  it  be  lawfull  to  a  Paf- 
tour  alreadie  appointit  and  ferving  a  flock,  to  receive  admiffioun  of  a  bene- 
fice appertaining  to  another  Kirk  nor  quher  he  ferves,  and  remove  [him] 
from  his  awin  flock  without  licence  of  the  Prefbitrie  quher  he  ferves,  Sy- 
nodall  [Affemblie  of  the  countrie,]  or  Generall  Affemblie  [of  the  Kirk:] 
The  haill  Affemblie,  after  many  reafons  had  on  either  iyde  concerning  this 
doubt,  refolvit  and  concludit,  That  a  Parlour  provydit  and  ferving  a  flock, 
[as  faid  is  in  this  cafe,]  lawfully  may  not  remove  from  his  awin  flock  quher 
he  firft  ferves,  without  fpeciall  licence  obtainit  be  him  of  his  Prefbyterie, 
Provinciall  [Affembly  of  the  province,]  or  Generall  Affemblie  [of  the  whole 
Kirk],  and  inhibiteand  and  diichargeand  all  Prefbytries,  in  tyme  comeing,  to 
admitt  any  perfon  els  quher  ferving,  as  faid  is,  to  benefices,  without  tefti- 
monialls  and  licence  fliawin  be  them,  of  the  content  of  the  Prefbyterie, 
Synodall,  or  Generall  [Affemblie,  as  faid  is  :]  And  if  any  perfon  beis 
found  againit  the  tenour  heirof,  to  tranfferre  himfelfe  without  confent  for- 
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(aid,  the  Kirk  i  iudit  and  decerait  him  t<j  be  depofit  from  ! 

tin  and  t-.i  1 1  i  1 1  _r  of  the  Miniftrie  in  tvme  ( 
An. nt  Biihops,  and  oommif]  laft  Aflemblie  i 

the  ordeT  to  n  with  them  :  In  that  ane  overfight  is  found  in 

no  of  the  laid  commifiione  vpon  fundrie  occafi 

as  to  the  Kirk  rpaft,  as  it  hath  been  n 

omifDon  :    to  the 

brethren  of  before,  con< 

I  )in.  ning  tl.  in  all  points,  ac 

miflione,  a>  they  will  anfwi  r  t<>  the  Kirk  :   And   cheeflie,  the  Prefb   I 
Stirline  to  pro-  I5ilh<>; 

them,  with  full  power  to  them  to  that  erf-  .  -  concei 

Pome  procefs  hath  been  ha 
,ll    him,    where   h:  r  hath 

in  negative,  i  prob  I  ift  him,  tfa 

•r  of  the  Aflemblie  o  him  to  ■ 

Mr."  '         '.     Irew    Melril,   Mr   Walter   Blancquall,   .' 

Dune,  Mr  John  Cr  ige,  1  tie,    Mr  John  Davidfon,  and  J 

ft  him  in  that  matter,  the  i 
hom  t!  and  trie  tl 

witn  them,  vpon  tl.  -  denied  be  the  laid  Mr  David, 

and  to  report  the  probation  a^aine  to  the  Afieml 

the  art.  be        Kings  I     mmiflioD 

11  Aflemblie,  r.  them  of  th  lade  in  the 

tient   provifione  for  Miniflen  •  all 

<  oinmiflioncrs   for 
rhicb,   it  lhouhl  be   required,    that    tfa 
three  Coram  :i  with 

lideratione  and  appoin  I    the  or 

Kirk  ;  and  fti]  :'\n  and 

.  and  tl  imifEonero   foul 

that  their  tra\  tTectual 

in  all  m  ng  thereupon,  I  full 

: 
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faid  article,  nominats,  and  gives  power  to  their  loved  brethren,  the  Laird 
of  Dun,  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,  Mr  John  Craige,  Mr 
David  Lindfey,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  John  Duncanfon,  John  Brand,  or  to 
the  faid  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Robert  Pont  or  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan 
conjunctlie,  to  conveen  with  the  Kings  Majefties  Commiffioners,  at  fuch 
time  as  fall  be  affigned,  to  treat,  conferr  and  reafon,  for  a  folid  order  and 
forme  of  provifione  of  Miniflers  ftipends  and  eilate  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  to 
lay  the  ground  thereof,  and  to  reduce  the  famine  to  a  certane  perfectione, 
to  be  advifed  upon  in  the  next  Affemblie,  there  to  be  concluded,  if  it  fall 
be  thought  expedient  be  the  univerfal  votes  of  the  whole  Affemblie  :  and, 
for  their  better  informatione  to  that  effe6l,  ordeans  every  Prefbytrie,  as 
they  fall  be  required  be  the  faid  brethren,  to  fend  fome  of  the  mofl  quali- 
fied and  meeteft  men  of  the  Prefbytrie,  to  informe  the  fex  Commiffioners 
upon  the  eilate  of  their  countries,  for  advancing  of  the  faid  work,  and  in- 
forming them  in  the  premifes. 

Anent  the  labours  taken  be  Mr  John  Craige  in  collecting  of  the  A6ls 
of  the  AflTemblie  :  Seing  the  great  travels  tane  be  him  for  the  weale  of 
the  fame,  not  without  the  lingular  fruit  and  profite  of  the  whole  brethren, 
to  the  efFe<5t  the  fame  may  be  abfolved  and  brought  to  perfection,  it  is 
thought  good,  that  Mr  James  Lowfon,  Mr  David  Lindlay,  Mr  Robert 
Pont,  Mr  Walter  Blancquall,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleiih,  Mr  John  Davidfone, 
and  John  Duncanfon,  Commiffioners  for  Edinburgh,  travel  in  perufing  the 
whole  work  ;  albeit  of  the  difficulties  as  they  occurr,  confider  and  weigh 
what  things  are  requifite  to  the  full  completing  thereof,  and  to  put  the 
fame  in  mundo,  betwixt  and  the  next  Generall  Affemblie,  that  judgment 
of  the  whole  Affemblie  may  be  had  thereupon. 

Anent  the  fupplicatione  given  be  George  Erie  of  Marihel,  Robert 
Commendator  of  Deir,  and  certane  brethren,  who  had  charge  by  the  Kings 
Majefties  coinmiffione  and  the  Alfemblie,  to  vifit  the  Colledge  of  Aber- 
deen, defiring  the  Alfemblie  to  confider  of  the  travels  taken  be  them  in 
the  faid  matter ;  as  alfo  to  deput  fome  perfons  to  take  trial  of  the  members 
thereof,  that  they  be  fufficient  and  qualified,  conforme  to  the  new  ereclione  : 
The  faid  whole  Affemblie  ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  James  Lowfon, 
Mr  Andrew  Melvil  and  Mr  Niccol  Dagleifh,  and  failing  of  him,  Mr 
Robert  Pont,  to  confider  the  proceidings  of  the  faid  Commilfioners,  twich- 
ing  the  faid  ere6lione  ;  and  if  they  find  the  fame  allowable  and  weel  done, 
to  give  their  teltimony  and   approbation   thereof,   to   be  prefented  to  the 


^ 
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Erie  .Maiilirl,  thai  hi>  LordQiip  may  travel  for  the  Kings  Majeflies  confir- 
matione  thereof:  and  that  the  fame  perfons  take  trial  and  informatione  of 
the  principall  compts  ;  and  it'  they  find  the  (amine  to  be  allowed,  to  autho- 
rize and  allow  tin-  famine  be  their  fublcriptione  :  And  Gcklike,  ordeana 
Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Niccol  Dagleifh,  and  fail- 
ing of  him,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  to  conveen  in  Sancl  Androwa  the  5  day  of 
imber  nixt  t<>  come,  to  trie  and  examine  the  membera  of  the  laid  Col- 
•  of  Aberdeen,  it'  they  be  correfpondent  to  the  order  and  provifione 
of  the  I'aid  erectione,  and  to  interpone  likewife  their  judgment  and  tefti- 
monie  thereunto. 

Seflio  l  I 

The  Affemblii  iraiflion  and  full  power  to  their  loved  brethren, 

Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet,  and  Mr  George  Hay,  t<> 
prefent  to  the  Kings  Majeilie  and  his  honourable  Counfel  fuch  heids, 
articles,  and  complaints,  as  -en  to  them  in  write;   conferr,  treat  and 

reafon  thereupon  j  and  to  crave  his  Hienea  and  their  Honours  aniwers 
thereto,  to  be  reported  again  to  the  next  Affemblie. 

Ordeana  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  James  Lowfon,  and  David  Fei 
to  \ilit  the  !  t  out  he  George  Scot  ;    and  to  report  to  the  Affemblie 

their  judgment  thereupon. 

Anent  the  vintatione  of  the  Univerlitie  of  Sancl  Androes  :    'The  Affem- 
blie hath  given  commifiione,   as  in   the   lall  Affemblie,  to   their  brethren 
underwriten,    Mr  Robert  Pont,    Mr   Nicol   Dagleifh,    Mr  Alexander  Ar- 
buthnet,   Mr  Andrew  Polwart,   Mr  Thomas  Smetone,   Mr  Thomas  B  , 
chanan,    Mr  David  Lindfi  ny  four  of  them,   to  conveen  themfelvea 

tlu*  5  di  '    ptember  nixt  to  come  there,   and  to  conlider  how  tl 

and  livings  of  the  faids  Colledge  are  bellowed  ;   how  the  doctrine  is 
be  the  Mailers  and  R<  _.  nts,  if  the  famine  be  correfpondent  to  th<     . 
Parliament  ;   how  order  is  keeped  among  the  fchooles  and  Student-  ;  and 
in,  as  order  and  defectione  lall  be  found,   to  take  order,  and  to  report 
to  the  nixt  ( rem  rail  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  divifione  of  the  Kirk  itherne  among  the  Prelbytries 

Perth,  Stirline,  and  Dunkeld  :  The  Affemblie  hath  unite  to  the  Prelby- 
tries, a>  follows,  to  wit,  i"  Perth,  Achterardour  j  to  Stirline,  Strogeith, 
Strowan,  &c. ;   to  Dunkeld,  Auchtergowan,  Kinclewin,  Logybride.  <  . 

I    K 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXIII. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinit  at  Edinburgh  in  the 
New  Kirk  therof,  the  tent  day  of  October  1583  :  Quher  ther  was 
prefent  the  Commiffioners. 


Seffio  la- 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Thomas  Smeitoun  :  Leits,  Mrs  Robert 
Pont,  Peeter  Blackburne,  Nicoll  Dalgleifch,  and  James  Balfour.  Be  pin- 
ralitie  of  votis,  the  laid  Mr  Robert  was  elecTit  hac  vice. 

[For  the  riper  refolutione  of  matters  which  are  to  be  treated  in  this  Af- 
femblie, the  Affemblie  ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr 
Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  John  Craige,  Mr  Walter 
Balcanqual,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  John  David- 
lone,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifh,  John  Durie,  the  Lairds  of  Braid  and  Pilrig, 
with  the  Commiffioners  of  Edenburgh,  to  concurr  and  conveen  dayly  with 
the  Moderator,  at  7  hours  in  the  morning  on  the  preaching  day,  and  on 
other  days  at  eight  hours,  and  afternoone  at  two  hours,  in  Mr  James 
Lawfon  his  galerie,  and  confult  with  him  upon  fuch  things,  as  they  fall 
think  meet  to  be  proponed,  to  the  end  of  the  Affemblie.  C.  &  B.] 


■  ^ 
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Forfaraeikle  as  the  raritie  of  this  Affemblie  chieflie  (lands  in  the  default 
of  the  brether  of  the  Miniftrie,  having  commiffioun  to  come  to  the  General! 
Affemblie,  and  jel  comes  nol  :  The  Kirk  hes  thoght  meitt  that  the  Coun- 
treyes  be  callit  on,  and  confiderit  quho  are  abfenl  ;  and  Qcklike,  it'  all  that 
ommiffiouns  already  givin  in  be  prefent;  and  that  the  abfents 
be  markit,  and  a  fubftantious  ordour  providit  redl  them  ;  [the  forme 

thereof  the  brethren  have  willed  Mr  John  Craig,  David   Fergufone,  and 
Bleckburn,  to  confider,  and  give  their  judgment  openlie  to  tin1 
who!  cnblie  the  morne  at  afternoon. 

Anent  the  commiflione  given  for  erectione  of  Preibyteries  in  Cat  In. 
.Sutherland,  Rofs  and  Murray  :   The  trial  of  the  executione  thi  de- 

terred till  the  coming  nf  Mr  George  Hav. 

Anent  the  commiflione  given  in  the  lall   Affemblie   to  certainc    breth- 
ren, to  Gght  and  conGder  the  tonne  of  the   new   erectione   of  the  < 

1    Aberdeen,   with  the  principal!    compts  thereof;    and    a-  they 
found    the    one    and     the    other    to    he    allowed,    to    give     teflimonie 
their     approhationc     thereunto  ;    and     Qcklike,    to    other    brethren    nomi- 

in   the   lame  eonventione,   to   eonveen   at    San6l    Androws    tor 
aminatione  of  the  meinhors  of  the  faid   Colled  Aberdeen,  as  the 

faid  commiflione  at  length  pro]  The  laid  brethren  being   required  of 

their  diligence  in  executione  hereof,   and   certaine   excuies  alledged  and 
meaned,  nothing  found  execute,  the  Affemblie  yet,  a-  of 
inillione  to    Mr  da;  .ton,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Niccol  Dagleifh, 

and   Mr  Thomas  Smetone,   to  read  and  penile  the  laid  ereclione  and 
compts,  and  give  their  judgment  thereupon,  before  the  end  of  the  Afl 
hlie  :  And  concerning  the  examinati<  the  laid   members,  in  refpect 

don!  I     in,    if  the}-  he  drawn    to  Sanet    Andro  the    (kailing 

of  their  whole  clafTe,   the   farther  confideratione  hereof'  is  left   while  the 
morne  the  brethren  be  fully  aiTembled.   C] 

Anent  the  Conftitutions  and  A&.8  made  in  the  General  1  Affemblie:   It 
i-  determined  and  refolved,  that  am-  Acl   being  made  in  tie    I         rail  Af- 
femblie, nojufl  therof  interveining  thereafter,  it  fail 
not  he  leifum  to  any  particular  brother,  in  ane  [utber]  General!  Affemblie, 
ill  the  lame  in  queftii 
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Anent  the  commiflion  givin  to  certaine  brether,  in  the  laft  AfTemblie, 
to  vilite  the  Vniverntie  of  San6l  And  roes,  and  to  confidder  how  the  rents 
and  living's  therof  are  bellowed ;  how  the  do6lrine  is  vfed  be  the  Mailers 
and  Regents,  and  if  the  fame  be  correfpondent  to  the  act  of  Parliament ; 
and  how  the  ordour  is  keepit  among*  the  ftudents  :  The  Kirk  lies  com- 
mittit  of  new  the  executioun  of  the  faid  eommillion,  [in  all  points  after  the 
tenor  thereof,  to  their  brethren,]  Mrs  Andro  Pol  wart,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Niccol  Dagleifh,  and  William  Chryftefone  ;  and,  to  that  effect,  ordaines 
to  conveine  themfelves  in  Sanc"t  Androes,  the  6  day  of  Marche  nixt  to 
come  ;  and  quhat  they  doe  heirin,  to  report  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affem- 
blie.  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  in  name  of  the  Vniverlitie,  proteilit  that  the 
faid  commiinoun  prejudge  not  the  liberties  and  priveledge  of  the  Vni- 
verlitie. 

[Anent  the  travells  of  Mr  Craig  in  the  Adls  of  the  Kirk  :  The  Com- 
niitlioners  appointed  to  the  reviewing  thereof,  reported,  that  they  had  con- 
lidered  thereof,  and  that  in  his  labours  God  was  to  be  praifed  ;  yett  fome 
things  they  had  noted,  wherewith  they  delired  he  fould  conferr,  and  there- 
after proceed  with  him  in  farther  reafoning. 

Anent  the  cominiffione  given  to  certane  brethren  to  concurr  with  the 
Kings  Majefties  Commilfioners,  and  treat  upon  a  folid  order  and  forme  of 
provifione  of  the  Minillers  ftipends,  and  eftate  of  the  Kirk  :  Report  wes 
made  be  the  brethren,  that  the  Kings  Majeftie  had  appointed  the  firil  day 
of  this  moneth  to  the  faid  effect ;  and  latelie  had  proroged  their  meeting 
to  the  16  thereof. 

The  Generall  AflTemblie,  in  one  voice  and  mind,  gives  full  power  and 
commiflione  to  their  loved  brethren,  James  Anderfone,  Mr  Andrew  Clay- 
hills,  and  John  Brand,  with  affiftance  of  John  Duncanfone,  and  the 
Kings  Minillers,  to  pafs  immediatly  to  his  Hienes  and  moft  Noble  Counfel, 
and  there,  with  all  reverence  and  obedience  and  humilitie,  prefent  and 
offer  fucli  articles,  complaints,  and  greeves,  as  are  givin  to  them  in  write 
be  the  faid  Affemblie,  treat,  conferr  and  reafon  thereupon  ;  and  to  crave 
his  Hienes  and  their  Honours  good  anfwer  thereto,  to  be  reported  again  to 
the  whole  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  commiflione  given  in  the  laft  AfTemblie,  concerning  the  Bi- 
fhops  of  the  Yles,  Dunkeld,  Dumblaine,  and  Sanct  Androws  :  The  breth- 
ren having  commilfione  therein,  namely,  they  who  had  commiffion  con- 
cerning the  Yles  and  Dunkeld,   reported   in  write   their  proceeding,   and 
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defired  thai  they  mighl  have  conference  with  the  Afleflbrs  twiching  Dum- 
blane,  before  farther  were  openlie  heard  of,  which  urea  granted  afternoon. 
A^  to  the  Bifhope  of  Dumblaine  :  Becaufe  excufe  waa  pretended  of  the 
wanting  of  the  art  of  the  Kirk  thereanent,  the  Aflemblie  ordeaned  the 
(aid  commiflione  to  be  execute,  as  of  before,  in  all  points  according  to  the 
■  i',  as  they  would  anlwer  to  the  Aflerablie.  As  to  the  Bifhop 
of  Sancl  Andrews:  The  trie)  is  referred  to  the  coming  of  the  Coramif- 
lioners  a(  afternoone. 

Forfameikle  as  the  commiflione  givin  in  the  lafl   Aflemblie  to  certane 
brethren,  to  trie  and  examine  the  qualities  of  the  members  of  the  Colli 

Aberdeen,  if  thej  be  correfpondent  to  the  order  and  proviGone  of  the 
new  ere&ione,  as  their  commifllone  at  length  bears,  hath  been  negligentlie 
overfeen,  and  left  unexecute  be  the  brethren  having  directione  thei 
and  partlie  in  default  of  the  members  and  Regents  not  reforting  to  the 
place  appointed  :  Therefore  the  whole  Aflemblie  of  new  have  given  their 
full  (lower  and  commiflione  to  their  brethren,  the  Rector,  Mr  Andrew 
Melvil,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  and  Mr  James  Mar- 
tini-, to  examine  and  trie  the  qualities  of  the  faids  members,  as  I  lid  is  ;  and 
the  (aid  examinatione  to  begin  and  proceed  in  Sancl  Androws  in  this  man- 
ner, and  at  tlnr  fpecial  dyets  following,  viz.  the  Subprincipall,  and  on 
the  Regents,  the  6  day  of  March  nixt  to  come  ;  and  the  other  two  R  agents, 
the  lafl  day  of  April  nixt  thereafter:  And  to  the  effect  they  pretend  no 
ignorance  of  the  conclufione  of  the  Kirk  herein,  the  Aflemblie  bath  or- 
deaned their  brother,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Minifter  of  Aberdeen,  to 
warne  the  [aids  members  and  Regents  to  compear  in  Sancl  Andrew 
the  times,  and  in  the  manner  above  fpecified,  to  be  tried  and  examined,  as 
faid  i-,  be  the  (aid  Commiflioners,  under  the  pain  of  difobedience  to  the 
Kirk;  and  what  herein  bees  proceeded,  to  returne  to  the  nixt  Generall 
the  r<  port  thereof.  ( !.] 

Ordaines  the  Moderatour  of  the  Aflemblie  to  receive  trom  th< 
thereof,  the  extracl  of  the  commifliouns  u  i\  in  to  the  brether  the  time  he 
beares  charge,  in  cace  they  be  abfent  from  the  Aflemblie  the  tyme  of  the 
directioun  thereof;  and  to  direcl  them  tymeouflie  to  the  laid  brether,  that 
the  [aids  commiffiouna  be  not  left  vnexecute,  \  pon  pretence  of  thair  abfence 
and  ignorance  of  the  lame. 

[Ordeans  their  brethren,  Mr  Thomas  Smetoni ,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  and 


630  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1583. 

Mr  David  Lindley,  to  forme  the  Articles  to  be  prefented  the  King-,  and  to 
prefent  them  at  afternoone. 


Seffio  4a- 

The  brethrein  appointed  to  the  forming  of  the  Articles,  prefented  the 
heids  thereof,  which  were  read,  and  thoght  meet  to  be  put  in  forme  be  Mi- 
Thomas  Smetone,  to  be  delivered  with  inftru6tiones  to  the  brethrein  hav- 
ing- commiflione  to  prefent  them  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  ;  and  ordeaned 
fuch  as  have  particular  information  to  give  thereupon,  after  the  diffolving 
of  the  Alfemblie,  to  refort  to  the  faid  Mr  Thomas.  C] 


Seffio  5- 

Ordaines  every  Prelbyterie  within  thair  awin  bounds,  to  call  befor  them 
the  beneficit  peribns  within  thair  awin  jurifdictioun,  and  to  take  acompt 
and  tryall,  how  they  have  keipit  the  act  of  the  Alfemblie,  twichingthe  dil- 
pofitioun  of  thair  ecclefialticall  living ;  in  quhat  manner,  and  quherin  the 
famein  hes  bein  tranlgreft ;  and  to  make  ane juft  report  therof  to  the  nixt 
Alfemblie  be  the  Moderatour  of  thair  Elderfchip,  or  Commillioner,  as  they 
will  anliier  to  God  and  his  Kirk. 


Articles  to  be  direct  to  the  Kings  Majeftie,  being  prefentit  in  forme, 
the  haill  Affemblie  vottit  to  the  prefenting  therof,  with  the  in- 
ftructiouns  ;  quher-of  the  tenour  followis. 

Sir,  The  ftrait  commiffioun  we  have  receivit  of  the  Eternall,  our  God, 
quhen,  as  in  this  gour  Majefties  realme,  we  were  made  watchmen  of  his 
peiple,  and  fearefull  threatning  pronuncit  againft  every  ane  that  neglect 
faithfullie  to  execute  every  part  of  thair  [weighty]  charge,  compells  vs 
prefentlie  to  have  recourfe  vnto  sour  Majeftie,  perceiving  many  things  to 
fall  furth,  greatlie  to  the  prejudice  of  Gods  glorie,  and  no  fmall  appeirance 
of  vtter  wrack  of  [this]  his  Kirk  and  commoun  wealth,  vnleffe  fome  haftie 
remeid  be  put  thereto  ;  moll  humblie,    therfor,   befeikand   sour   Majeftie 
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diligentlie  to  wry  and  confidder  thir  few  heids,  quhilkis,  with  all  reven 
and  obfervance,  we  prefent,   looking  for  a  sfra<  ious  anfuer  and   (peidie  re- 
drell'e  therof. 

1 .  [t  is  a  great  gr<  ife  to  the  hearts  of  all  them  thai  fearee  ( i  fee 
papifts,]  apoftates,  fworn  enemies  to  Chryft,  to  gour  Grace,  and  all  gour 
[faithfull]  fubiects,  forfault  for  their  treafon,  fome  alfo  fufpeclit  and  heavilie 
bruitit  with  the  murther  of  the  mofl  noble  perfon  of  jour  vmquhile  lather, 
impugners  of  the  trueth  be  word  and  wryte,  continuing  Mill  in  thair  wicked - 

vroreconcilit  to  the  Kirk,   to  receive  of  gour   Majeftie   the  benefit 
pacificatioun,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  faithful  Min  quhom  violentlie  be 

that  meanes  they  labour  to  difpoffefTe. 

2.  That  vthers  from  thair  3011th,  nonriihit  in  the  Kir!  1  with 
and  fenfyne  fearfullie  fallin   hack  therfra,   and  heroine  oppen  rennagi 
;:iul  blafphemers  of  the  trueth,  and  mantainers  of  idolatrie,   and  that    Man 
of  Sin,  Livetennant  of  Satan,    and  oppreffours   of  Gods   peiple  ;  and 

rithftanding,  are  receivit  in  Court,  authorizit,   and   [fo]  fai  unte- 

nanced,   that  they  are  become  familiar  with   gour   Maj         .  quherthrow, 
befyde  the  iur   Graces    faithfull   fubie&s,    many  are    broght  to 

doubt  qubat  fall  enlew  vpon  fuch  beginning   , 

That  a  wicked  [and]  obftinate  papifl  lent  in  the  countrey  to  traffick 
aganis  God,  and  quyetnes  of  ^onr  Graces  eftate,  and  therfor  as  worthie  of 
death,  committit  in  ward  at  gour  Graces  command,  with  fure  promife  that 
he  fould  not  efcape  punifhment,    y  ',    as  we  underftand,    was,    b  •   indirecl 

nes,  let  depart,    and  no  tryall  takin  to   find  out  the    author    of   his 
i\  verie. 

1 .  our  Majeftie  feimes  to  ha1 

of  (Jod,  afweil  in  France,  as  fome  within  this  realme,  quho  _ivin 

teftiraonie  of  any  good  meaning  either  in   religioun   or   in    -our   Maji 
fervi  fide  the  diflblute  life  and  irreligious  behaviour  of  them,  that  in 

lit  to  men,  that  were  knawin  zealous  in 
nfe,  and  faithfull  to  -our  Grace  from  jour 

mii   Majeftie  took  the  government  in  gour  awin  hand,  many 
faire  promifes  he-  bein  made  thai  ikin   for  pr  ioun 

of  the  Kirk  of  God,  and  continuance  thereof  to  our  pofteritie 
long  and  continual!  fute,  nothing  is  performed  ;  hut,  in   [dace  of  red: 
the  Kirk  is  bereft  daylie  of  her  privili  id  liberl 
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6.  The  thrids  are  fett  in  tackis  for  fowmes  of  money,  in  defraude  of  the 
Kirk,  fwa  that  no  Minifter  heirafter  can  be  provydit. 

7.  Abbacies  are  difponed,  without  any  provilioun  made  for  the  Minifters 
ferving  in  the  kirks  annexit  therto,  direcllie  againft  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

8.  Spirituall  livings  are  givin  to  bairnes,  and  tranflatit  in  temporall 
lordfchips. 

9-  That  ther  is  no  punifchment  for  i needs,  adulteries,  witchcrafts,  [mur- 
thers,]  abominable  oathes,  and  vther  horrible  oathes,  in  fuch  fort  that 
daylie  (in  increafes,  and  provokes  the  wrath  of  God  againft  the  haill 
countrey. 

10.  There  is  a  lore  murmuring  amongft  gour  Graces  leigis,  and  a  la- 
mentabill  complaint,  that  the  lawis  of  the  countrey  have  no  place,  that  no 
man  can  be  fure  neither  of  his  lyfe,  lands,  nor  goods,  quhilk  threatens  a 
miferable  confufioun,  and  the  heavie  hand  of  God  to  inlew  thervpon. 

11.  That  ofttymes  gour  Majeflie  interpones  gour  Hienes  authoritie,  be 
letters  of  horning,  to  Hop  the  executioun  of  the  a6ts  made  in  the  Generall 
Affemblie,  in  matters  properly  belonging  to  the  Kirk,  and  nothing  tuiching 
the  civil  eftate, 

Laftlie,  We  [moft  humblie]  befeik  gour  Majefiie  to  fuffer  vs  to  lament 
the  great  diviiioun  amongs  gour  Heines  nobilitie  and  fubiecls,  the  ane 
part  feiking  be  all  means  pollible,  for  thair  awin  particular,  to  perfwade 
gour  Majefiie  to  wrack  the  vther  ;  quhilk  fofiers  a  continuall  flryfe,  malice, 
and  rankour,  to  the  great  danger  of  gour  Graces  perfon,  quhom  God  pre- 
lerve,  to  the  Kirk  of  God  and  this  pure  countrey  ;  befeiking  gour  Majefiie, 
for  the  moil  tender  mercie  of  God,  to  call  to  gour  Hienes  lb  me  of  the  moil 
wife,  difcreit,  and  indifferent,  to  be  gour  Counlell,  to  take  a  moderate 
courie,  that  vnquyet  fpirits  may  be  brydlit,  good  men  cheriihit  and  inter- 
tainit,  and  the  hearts  of  all  gour  Majeflies  iubieetis  vnite,  to  the  mantain- 
ance  of  Gods  glorie,  prelervatioun  of  gour  royall  eftate,  and  confort  of  all 
them  that  bewaile  this  miferable  diflblution. 
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ticular  inftructions  and  more  full  declaration  givin  be  the  Ge- 
neral! Aflemblie  to  thair  Commifiioners,  direct  to  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeftie,  the  1  S  of  October,  rpon  every  heid  of  the  Articles  gene- 
rallie  proponit. 

Firft,  How  heavilie  the  godlie  arc  offendit,  and  the  hail]  Kirk  Qanderit, 
thai  Mr  David  Chalmer,  a  man  notoriouflie  knowin  vnto  his  Grace  and 
Counfell  to  be  not  [only]  a  formal]  and  pro  fell  enemie  aganis  the  trueth  of 
Chryfts  religioun,  a  plaine  practifer  and  traffiquer  aganis  the  fame,  but  alfo 
aganis  his  Hienes  authoritie  and  eftate,  in  all  parts  quher  he  has  travellit, 
haveand  herewith,  refting  vpon  his  heid,  the  Ionic  brute  and  commoun 
fufpitiouu  conceivit  in  the  heart-;  of  mony  men,  vpon  no  (mall  or  obfeure 
prefumptions,  of  the  cruel]  and  barbarous  murther  <>t'  the  moll  noble  per- 
fon  ofumquhile  hi<  Majefties  father,  of  good  memorie,  (buld  be  fo  fudden- 
lie  and  with  fo  [mall  aeompt  cntrit  in  favour,  and  receive  his  Majefties  pa- 
cificatioun,  with  letters  to  dilpoffeffe  [his  Majefties]  faithful]  (ervants  and 
Minifters  of  God  of  thair  Ii\ jngs  and  pofieffiouns,  no  due  fatiffactioun  being 
made  to  the  Kirk;  a  matter  no  lefs  importing  great  prejudice  to  his 
Hienes  noble  eftate,  then  tuiching  his  Majeftie  in  the  hieft  point  of  \n< 
honour  :  and  therfor  \\\>  Hienes  wald  be  movit  wyfelie  to  looke  vpon  the 
confequence  heirof;  and,  in  confideration  of  this  weghtie  greife,  wald  call 
back  and  lufpend  the  effect  and  force  of  any  thin-  jel  grantit  to  him,  and 
the  charges  given  to  his  repofleffioun,  vnto  the  tyme  that  after  jufl  and 
lawful!  trvall  his  innocence  be  agnofcit,  and  the  hail!  Kirk,  fo  farre  offen- 
dit in  his  perfon,  be  fitiltied;  and  the  lame  fatiffactioun  be  rctnrnit  from 
the  Kirk  to  his  Grace. 

The  Jong  Laird  of  Fentrie  direct  vnto  thi<  countrey,  as  we  arc  furely 
inforrait,  to  practife  with  hi-  Grace  and  bis  faithful!  fubiects  for  overthrow 
of  religion,  be  moyen  of  freinds  cruppin  in  Court  ;  and  quherever  he 
comes,  plainly  mantaines  Papiftrie,  and,  vnder  colour  of  conference,  quhilk 
be  all  means  he  flies,  does  great  dander  in  this  countrey. 

The  thrid  article  is  notour. 

Be  the  fourth  article  is  meant  the  King  of  France,  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
and  vther  papifts  ther  j  and  lykewayes,  within  the  countrey,  the  Erles  of 
Huntlie,  Crawford,  and  vthers. 

l-  i. 
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The  Kirk  is  hurt  in  thair  liberties  and  priveledges  fundrie  wayes,  as  will 
appeare  in  the  articles,  as  follow. 

Taks  of  the  thrids  of  Haddingtowne  [and  Sanct  Androes,]  fett  to  the 
Laird  of  Seagie. 

The  Abbacie  of  Aberbrothok  is  difponit  to  the  Duke,  and  no  provifion 
for  the  Miniflers. 

The  Abbacie  of  Halierudehous  to  the  Abbots  gong  fone. 

Sicklyke,  The  Abbott  of  Newbottles  fonn  provydit  to  the  Abbacie. 

The  9  and  10  is  notour  ;  as  for  example,  Mr  George  Gairdein  being 
provydit  to  the  Perfonage  [and  Viccarage]  of  Fordyce  in  the  68  geir  of 
God,  and  get  Handing  titular  therof. 

The  Kings  Majeftie  lies  fett  tackis  of  the  fruites  of  the  faids  benefices  to 
Robert  Stewart  of  Todlaw,  and  command  givin  to  the  Lords  of  the  Sef- 
fioun  to  grant  letters  vpon  the  laid  tackis. 

Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot  is  chargeit,  againft  the  Aetis  of  the  Kirk,  to 
remaine  in  the  Colledge  of  Aberdein,  vnder  the  paine  of  horning. 

The  Miniflers  of  the  Chapiter  of  Halierudehous  is  chargeit  be  letters  of 
horning  to  fubfcrive  the  gift  of  penfioun  made  to  the  Per  Ion  of  Penny  cuik, 
his  wyfe  and  fonne,  for  thair  lyfetymes,  ficklyke  aganis  the  fame  Act. 

Anent  the  Act  made  on  the  penult  day  of  October  1576,  concerning 
fetting  of  fewis  and  tackis  of  benefices  and  ecclefiafiicall  livings,  or  any 
part  therof,  be  fuch  as  beares  functioun  in  the  miniftrie  :  The  Generail 
Kirk,  as  of  befor,  ratifies  and  approves  the  laid  Act,  with  this  declaratioun, 
That  vnder  this  Act,  all  penfiouns,  factories,  and  quhatfoevir  vther  difpoii- 
tioun  of  the  benefice,  or  any  part  therof,  without  the  confent  of  the  Gene- 
rail  Affemblie,  is  and  falbe  comprehendit  in  tyme  comeing  ;  and  that  the 
difponers  thervpon  fall  incurre  the  penaltie  conteinit  in  the  Act  of  the  dait 
the  12  of  Julij  [1580]  Seffio  6a-  [And  for  the  particular  obfervatione  here- 
of, Mr  Andrew  Blackhall,  in  name  of  the  Chapter  of  Halyroodhoufe,  is 
charged  not  to  fubfcrive  the  gift  of  penlione  given  to  the  Perfon  of  Penny- 
cuk  be  the  faid  Abbot,  under  the  pain  conteaned  in  the  faid  Act. 

Anent  the  citatione  of  the  Bifliop  of  Sanct  Androws  to  this  Affemblie, 
be  ane  act  of  his  Synodall  Affemblie,  wherein  he  is  warned  apud  a6ta  to 
this  day,  as  the  act  bears  :  The  Affemblie,  notwithstanding  his  none  com- 
pearance, fuperfeede  to  give  their  determinatione  in  the  matter  while  he 
be  called  again,  in  cafe  he  would  purge  his  abfence. 
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Seffio  f> 

Matters  remitted  from  the  Synodal!  Aflemblie  of  Lothiane,  and 
anfwered  in  the  Generall  the  Dune  day,  and  in  the  iixth  Sef- 
(ione.   C] 

It  is  ( ravit  l)o  the  Synodall  of  Lotrthiane,  that  this  Aflemblie  take  or- 
dour  with  Mr  .Inline  Spottifwood  lor  fetting  of  the  tack  of  Iiis  benefice, 
but  confent  of  the  Aflemblie.     The  Kirk  ordaines  this  particular  to  he 

tryit  in  his  awin  Preibyterie,  ami    the   trvall  to   be  reportit  to  the   nixt  Af- 
lemblie. 

[Item,    'That  n  rtane  ( 'omniiUioner-  be  appointed  lor  calling  of  all    per- 

fons  newlie  provided,  ami  ather  compel!  them  to  Lerve  the  cure,  or  deprive 
tbem. 

A.  That  the  Commiflioners  prefeni  give  up  the  oames  of  the  con  refi- 
dents  upon  Munday  afternoone. 

Item,  For  afmeikle  as  tin-  Kin.:-,  boufe  feems  not  to  he  ferved  as  be<  omes, 
the  Aflemblie  take  order  therwith. 

A.  Advertifement  to  he  given  to  John  Duncanfbne  to  take  greater 
attendance  ;  and  to  writ:1  to  Mr  Craig,  as  neceflitie  (all  be  to  him  to 
come. 

That  the  Klderlhij)  of  Stirline  produce  the  proceis  led  againfl  the  Billiop 

of  Dunkeld. 

\.  That  i-  done. 

That  the  Aflemblie  procure  provifion  to  Minifters  wanting  both  fufl 
ent  (Upends  and  dwelling . 

\.   Referrs  to  the  Piatt. 

Item,  That  moyen  he  made  for  obteaning  of  the  Proveftrysol  Setonand 
Pantland,  and  eftabliihing  of  Minifters  there. 

A.  Their  benefices  coming  in  the  Kirk- hand- jure  deroluto,  that  the 
Preibytries  difpone  them.  C] 

Item,  That  this  Aflemblie  ratine  the  diflblutioun  of  the  Preibitrie  "i 
1  [addingtoun,  and  vnioun  of  the  members  thereof  \\  ith  \  ther  Preibitries,  be 

ii  of  the  many  enonnr  unvand  ther,  a-  rare  conventioun  of  the 

brether,  loathfomenes  an  1  contempt  of  the  Word  in  the  peiple,  and  not  t  v  - 
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cuting  the  a6ls  of  the  Affemblie  :  quhilk  heid  the  Kirk  approves  for  the 
prefent. 

[Item,  That  the  AfTemblie  take  order  with  the  Vicar  of  Bolton. 

A.  Ordeans  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dalkeith  to  call  him  for  none  refidence 
and  deprive  him. 

A  provifione  would  be  had  for  the  Clerk  of  the  Affemblie. 

A.   A  requeft  fall  be  made  to  the  modifiers  for  that  effecl. 

Inquired,  Whither  a  Viccar  having  a  gleeb,  and  the  Perfon  who  lerves 
in  the  Miniftrie  having  none,  the  Perfon  being  Miniiler  fould  be  preferred 
to  the  Vicar,  and  the  gleeb  cheeflie  ;  feing  readers  are  difcharged,  and 
Vicars  make  no  refidence. 

A.  Ita.    C] 

Forfameikle  as  fundrie  of  the  Penitents,  partlie  for  povertie,  feiknes,  or 
diflance  of  place,  are  vnable  to  compeir  befor  the  Provinciall  Affemblie, 
Queritur,   If  they  may  compeir  befor  the  Elderfchips. 

Anfuer,   It  is  not  thocht  good  prefentlie. 

The  Elders  of  the  Elderfchip  of  Melros  are  of  diverfe  judgements,  fome 
craving  the  Affemblie  to  continue  [there,]  vthers  to  another  place,  or  els 
to  divyde  it.     Queritur,   Quhat  falbe  befl. 

Anfwer,  They  have  libertie  [to  change]  as  they  think  beft,  (b  it  be 
[done]  with  commoun  confent. 

[Of  old,  Leith  and  Reftalrig  wes  one  parifli,  and  the  parifli  kirk  flood 
in  Reftalrig  ;  while  now,  be  the  acl  of  the  Affemblie,  it  is  ordeaned  to  be 
in  Leith,  and  yet  Reftalrig  refufes,  in  refpect  of  old  alledged  priviledges. 

A.  Ordeans  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh  to  take  order  herewith.   C] 


Seffio  7a- 

[Forafmeikle  as  the  Synodall  Affemblie  of  Lothian  is  coniidered  to  be 
very  popular,  and  attour  the  number,  which  the  brethren  thinks  meet,  of 
Prefbytries  unite  thereto,  it  is  thoght  moft  expedient  that  the  fame  be  dif- 
membred,  and  four  Prelbytries  joyned  in  one  Provinciall  Affemblie  ;  and 
that  Dumbar,  Chirnfide,  Melrofe,  and  Peebles,  be  joyned,  and  concurr  in 
one  Synodall  Affemblie  ;  and  the  place  of  their  nixt  Affemblie  to  be  in 
Lauder,  and  thereafter,  according  to  their  own  confent  and  advice,  to  be 
changed  as  they  fall  think  expedient.    C.  &  B.] 
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I  For  a-  meikle  as  the  conftitutiones  of  the  Prelbj  tries  within  1 1 1 i  —  realme, 
being  confidered  to  be  mofl  neceffar  and  profitable  for  the  whole  Kirk; 
\ci  for  interteanment  of  good  difcipline  and  policie  therein,  it  the  fame  be 
duelie  and  accordingly  erected,  the  Affemblie  bath  advifed  and  thoght  il 
meet,  that  the  brethren  after  fpecified  fall  vilit  particularly  the  bounds  after 
following,  \i/.  Mr  David  Lindfey,  Mr  Alexander  Hume,  and  Mr  John 
Robertfon,  from  Dee  north  to  Tyne,  and  the  laid  Mr  John  to  meet  then 
at  Elgin;  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  Gilbert  Gardin, 
from  Dee  to  Forth;  Mr  George  Hay,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan,  James 
Anderfon,  John  Clappertone,  from  Forth  to  Berwick,  be  eafl  Clyd 
after  followes,  viz.  the  laid  James  from  Edinburgh  well,  the  faid  John 
from  Edinburgh  call,  and  the  faid  Mr  G  ad  Mr  Thomas  the  reft  <d' 

the  faid  bounds ;  John  Durie,  Mr  John  Davidfone,  and  the  Minifler  ol 
Glafgow,  the  whole  bounds  from  Clyde  both  to  the  fouth  and  well  ;  and, 
betwixt  this  and  the  ni\t  Affemblie,  diligently  confider  the  eftate  of  the 
who!.-  Prefbytries  within  the  faids  hound--  where  they  are  erected  ;  fee  il 
there  be  uniformitie  of  order  and  policie  keeped  among  them  ;  and  as  they 
find  jufl  caufe  of  reformation,  to  put  hand  thereto,  and  to  reforme  the  lame  ; 
as  alio,  where  no  Elderfhips  arc  yi  t  erected,  to  plant  and  erect  the  fame  ; 
and  of  their  diligence  concerning  this  commifiione,  to  give  accompt  at  the 
nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  ;  and  that  the  Prefbytries  where  thir  brethren  n 
mains  and  ferves,  take  order  for  provifion  of  their  kirks  in  their  alien-". 

The  fame  day  the  Bifhop  of  Sanet  Androws  jrett  being  not  compearand, 
farther  proceis  is  yetl  liiperfeeded  againfi  him  while  the  morne. 

tent  the  fummons  directed   be  the   Prefbytrie   i  t    Linlithgow  againli 
Mr  John  Grahame,  fummoning  him,  conforme  to  ane  order  of  their  Syn<  - 
dall  AlTemblie,    to  hear  him  difcerned   to   have  done  wrong   in  injuria 
Mr  Walter  Ballanquall,   and   the  who!.'  Prefbytrie  of   Edinburgh,  and  aU 

1  trial  before  theni  :     and  the  Svnodall  Affemblie  ordeans  their  depofi- 

tiones  to  be  taken  and   put   in  write  be   Mr  Robert  Pont  and    .Mr  John 
Craig;    and   the   article-,  and  intern  -  whereupoun  the  laid  witnefes 

are  to  be  examined,  to  be  penned  be  Mr  Thomas  Smeton,    Mr  Andrew 

Melvil,  and  Mr  dame-  Melvil,  and  to  he  given  in  the  niorne  at   lt»  hours. 

Anenl  the  Lord  Bothwels  letter:     The  Aflemblie  ordeaned  a  writing 

•  direcl  to  his  Lordfhip,   informing  him  that  they  have  ordeaned  fome 

brethren  to  conferr  with  his  Lordfhip  with  all   diligence,  and   to   le1  him 

underftand  of  the  meaning  of  the  Affemblie,   concerning  the  particulars 
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proponed  in  his  name  ;  which  were  a  grant  of  the  Affemblie  to  the  fetting 
of  a  tack  of  the  teinds  of  Chrichtone,  Hawick,  and  eftablifhing  of  a  Prefby- 
trie  in  Kelfo.  C] 


Seffio  lla- 

[Anent  the  quefcione  moved  concerning-  the  punifhment  of]  Minifters 
tliat  beares  with  the  peiple  repairing  in  pilgrimage  to  wells  hard  befyd 
their  awin  houfes,  vnreproving  them,  but  rather  intertaining  them  with 
meate  and  drinke  in  thair  houfes  ;  difiributing  the  communioun  to  thair 
Hockes,  and  not  communicating  with  them  be  the  fpace  of  fevin  or  aucht 
^eirs  :     [It  was  anfwered  that]  iuch  perfons  deferve  deprivationn. 

[Anent  the  conference  with  my  Lord  Bothwel  upon  the  particulars  pro- 
poned in  his  Lordfliips  behalf  to  the  Affemblie :  The  Affemblie  hath  ap- 
pointed the  Lairds  of  Braid  and  Merchiftone,  with  Mr  David  Lindfey,  and 
Mr  Niccol  Dagleifh,  with  all  good  opportunitie,  to  travel  with  his  Lord- 
iliip,  and  open  up  the  meaning  of  the  brethren  to  him  concerning  the  fame, 
and  to  report  &c. 

Forfameikle  as  the  young  Laird  of  Fentrie,  being  a  papift,  and  made  re- 
iidence  within  the  countrey,  without  making  confeliione  of  his  faith  attour 
the  time  limit  in  the  act  of  Parliament,  and  no  order  yet  taken  with  him 
be  the  Kirk  :  The  whole  AfTemblie  hath  ordeaned,  and  ordeans  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  Dundie,  in  the  kirk  therof,  to  give  admonition  to  him  to  fubfcrive 
the  Confeflione  of  Faith  :  and  if  obedience  bees  not  given  on  the  ferd 
Sonday,  to  proceed  with  the  fentence  of  Excommunicatione  againfl  him  ; 
and  if  he  offers  obedience,  that  the  fame  be  done  with  folemne  oath  to 
every  article,  and  publicity  fubfcrive  the  famine  before  the  congregatione 
there  ;  and  thereafter  the  faid  Elderfhip  to  injoyne  fatiffa6tione  to  him  for 
his  apoftacie. 

Anent  the  erectione  of  the  Colledge  of  Aberdeen,  lighted  be  Mr 
Thomas  Smetone,  Mr  Andrew  Melvil,  Mr  Niccol  Dagleifh,  and  Mr 
James  Martine,  at  commandement  of  the  Affemblie  :  The  report  of  the 
faid  brethren  being  heard,  allowing  thereof  in  their  judgments,  the  whole 
Aflemblie  giveth  their  approbatione  therto. 

Anent  the  reading  of  Ariftotle  in  the  i'chooles  :  Seing  there  be  manie 
things  conteaned  in  his  doctrine,  directly  impugning  the  grounds  of  reli- 
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gione,  dire&ione  is  given  to  their  brethren]  Mr  Thomas  Smetone,  Mr 
Androw  Melvil,  Mr  James  Lowfone,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  Ni 
Dagleiih,  Mr  James  Martein,  and  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  to  draw  furth  and 
collect,  as  farr  as  their  memorie  in  fuch  Qiortnes  of  time  may  ferve,  lucli 
propofitiones  as  they  find  erronious,  and  report  them  the  morne  to  the  lull 
Affemblie.  C] 


Seffio  : 

The  General]  Affemblie  fives  licence  to  the  Perfon  of  Hauch,  to  paffe 
out  of  the  countrey  for  recoverie  of  his  health,  the  Kings  Majeftie 
I > t * i n l;  obtainit  therto,  and  his  awin  kirk  provydtt  at  the  fight  of  the  Prefbi- 
trie  of  1  lumbar. 

Forfameikle  as  fundrie  act-  bes  pall  ofbefor,  to  clofe  thi  of  be- 

neficil  perfons  within  t  ln^  Miniftrie,  thai  they  fettno  tackis  of  the  benefi 
or  any  part  therof,  or  make  vther  diipofitioun  therof quhatfu  without 

the  advyce  of  the  haill  Kirk,  jet  dayle  fupplicatioun  en  in  to  the 

Kirk  lor  t h : i i r  content  to  be  had  therto;  howbeit,  both  for  fliortnes  ol 
tyme  and  vtherwayes,  the  eftate  of  fuch  fupplica  be  conveni- 

entlie  reafoned  and  tryed  before  them  :  Heirfor  it  is  tboght  expedient 
that  quher  any  Inch  lute  i-  to  he  made,  that  the  lamein  he  iirll  prefentit  to 
the  Particular  Preibyteries  quher  the  benefices  [lyis,]  quhom  befor  the 
try  all  falbe  takin,  both  of  the  auld  kyndnes  and  title  of  the  fupplicant, 
and  of  the  etlate  of  the  benefice  ;  quhat  was  the  auld  rentall  therof,  quhal 
prefent ;  and  the  proces  and  tryall  thereof  returnit  .  to  th"   (I 

rail  Affemblie,  quher  ordour  ma]  ■•  with  t'  equi- 

tie  :     And  lykewayes  ordaines  every  Prelbitrie,   within  thair  awin  jurif- 
dictioun,  to  try  and  examine  whal  perfons  bes  broken  the  act  made agai nil 
beneficit   perfon-  within    the   Minillrie,    that  fells  tack-  or  few  is,    or  o 
vther  difpofitiouns  quhatfumevir  of  thair  benefices,    or  anj  par;    th< 

ni!  the  aftis  of  the  Affemblie  ;  and,  alter  calling  oi   parties,   and   due 
tryall  tane,  to  report  their  names,  with  the  proces,  to  the  next  Ailemblie. 

[Anent   the  power  given  to  the  Commifiionera  appointed  to  the  over- 
light  of  the  whole  Prefbytriee  :     The    ipeciall    In  his   thereof  are    ordained 
e  put  in  forme  be   Mr    David   Lindfay  ami   David   Fergufone  Bgainfl 
afternoone.  ('.  J 
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[The  lame  day,]  the  proces  led  be  the  Prefbiterie  of  Sanct  Androes 
aganis  Elifon  Perfon,  with  the  proces  led  aganis  Mr  Patrick  Adamlbne 
before  the  Prefbiterie  forfaid,  and  alfo  the  proces  of  the  Synodall  of  Fyfe, 
to  juilifie  the  acculatioun  led  aganis  the  faid  Mr  Patrick,  was  exhibit 
[to  the  Affemblie  :  which  being  read,  with  the  depoiitiones  of  the  witneffes 
led  againft  him,  the  Affemblie  ordeaned  their  brethren,  Mr  Androw  Hay, 
John  Johnflone,  and  James  Ram  fay,  to  collect  the  witnefes  to  prove  the 
articles,  and  what  articles  they  prove,  betwixt  and  four  hours.  C] 


Seffio  14a- 

Forfameikle  as  in  reiding  in  fchooles,  of  profane  authors,  quherin  many 
things  are  wrytin  direetlie  impugning  the  grounds  of  religioun,  and  fpe- 
ciallie  in  the  philofophie  of  Ariftotle,  oft  tymes  the  gouth  being  curious 
and  of  infolent  Ipirits,  drinkes  in  erronious  and  damnable  opiniouns,  and 
founding  them  vpon  the  bruckle  authoritie  of  profane  wryters,  rnantaines 
thair  godles  and  profane  opinions  obflinately  in  difputatioun  and  vther- 
wayes,  to  the  great  flander  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  offence  of  the  hmple 
and  vnlearnit :  Therfor,  it  is  provydit,  and  after  reafoning,  be  vniverfall 
advyfe  and  good  confent,  aggreeit,  that,  in  all  tymes  coming,  the  mailers, 
regents,  and  teachers  of  fchooles,  in  reiding  of  profane  wryters,  fall  vigi- 
lantlie  take  heid,  if  ther  be  any  thing  alledgit  or  wrytin  in  them  againft 
the  grounds  or  heids  of  religioun  ;  and,  in  teaching  therof,  to  marke  and 
note  the  places,  confute  and  evict  the  errours,  and  admonifch  the  south  to 
efchew  the  fame,  as  erronious  and  falfe  ;  and,  namelie,  in  teaching  of  philo- 
fophie, to  note  the  propofitiouns  following,  as  erronious,  falfe,  and  aganis 
the  Religioun,  and  condemnit  be  the  commoun  vote  of  the  hail]  Kirk. 

1.  Omnis  finis  eft  opus  aut  operatio. 

2.  Civilis  fcientia  eft  preftantiflima,  ejufque  finis  preftantiflimus  et  funi- 
mum  hominis  bonum. 

3.  Honefta  et  jufta  varia  funt  et  inconftantia,  adeo  ut  fola  opinione 
conftent. 

4.  Juvenes  et  rerum  imperiti,  et  in  libidinem  proclives,  ab  audienda 
morum  philofophia  arcendi. 
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5.  Quod  aliud  ab  alii-  bonis,   el  per  fe  bonum  ell,    et  caula  cur  cetera 
per  fe  bona  Hint,  aon  eft  (ummum  bonum. 

6.  Dei  agnitio  niliil  prodefl  artifici  ad  hoe,  ul  arte  fua  bene  utatur. 

7.  Summum  bonum  vel  minimi  boni  acceffione  augeri  aut  reddi  potefl 
optabilius. 

8.  Pauper,  deformis,  orbus  aul  infans,  beatus  efle  non  potefl. 
[).  Bonum  eternum  bono  vnius  diei  non  efl  majus  bonum. 

10.  Felicitas  efl  actio  animi  (ecundnm  vtctniam 

11.  Potefl  ali(|nis  1 1 1  > I  fin)  (ludio  felicitatem  comparare. 

K\   rlomo  in  bac  vita  [cumulated]  <■)  efle  el  dici  potefl  beatus. 

13.  Poll  banc  vitam  nemo  potefl  vel  efle  vel  <lici  beatus,  nifi  propinquo- 
rum  \  el  amicorum  ratione. 

1  1.   Natura  apti  ail  virtutem,  ram  agendo  comparamus. 

15.  Virtus  efl  babitus  ele&iuus  in  ea  mediocritate  poiitus,  quam  rati" 
prudentis  prefcribit. 

Hi.   Libera  Hi  aobis  voluntas  ad  bene  agendum. 

1 7.  Mundus  ell  phifice  eternus. 

18.  Caiits  el  fortuna  locum  babenl  in  rebus  naturalibus  et  humanis. 
1«(.   Res  vile-  t«t  inferiores  non  curat  Dei  providentia. 

20.  Animi  pars  Mia  vel  etiam  plures  funt  mortales,  et  quae  bine  pendent 
el  neceflario  confequuntur. 

Ami  if  any  beis  found  to  doc  in  the  contrair  [heirof,]  the  cenfuree  <>i 
tlic  Kirk  to  proceid  againfl  them  :  And  Gcklyke,  that  Mailer-,  Regents, 
and  Teachers,  Auditours,  or  vthers,  [fall  not]  aflerl  or  defend  anj  of  the 
laid-  propofitiouns  alread)  condemned  be  the  Kirk,  or  vthers  that  (all  bap- 
pin  to  be  condemnil  he  them  beirafter,  philofophice,  probabiliter,  orvther- 
waves,  vnder  the  pain"  of  the  fame  cenfuree  of  the  Kirk. 

Seflio  I-"- 

Item.  That  no  ,ut,  or  any  vther  thing  proceiding  from  tin1  particular 
Prefbyteries,  bare  faith  in  tyme  comeing,  without  the  fame  he  fubfcryvil 
be  the  Moderatour  and  Clerk  thereof. 

Seflio  16 

[Tin'  lam.'  day,   the  Kings  Majeftiea  anfwers  to  tin-  Articles  of  the  Af- 

l   M 
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femblie,  being-  returned  be  John  Brand,  read  openlie,  and  conferred  with 
the  (aids  Articles  and  Inftructiones,  it  was  thoght  be  the  brethren,  a  great 
part  of  them  are  yet  unfatiffied.  As  twiching  the  Laird  of  Fentrie,  His 
Grace  to  be  informed  concerning  the  teftimonial  alledged  given  him.  As  to 
the  reft  of  the  Articles,  except  concerning  the  tranfformingof  the  Abbacies 
in  the  temporal  Lordfhips,  That  they  may  be  yet  luted  at  his  Grace.  C] 


The  Kings  Majefties  aniuers  vnto  the   Heids  prefentit  to  his  Hienes 
from  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk. 

At  Stirling  the  17  of  October  1583. 

His  Majeftie  having  coniidderit  the  heids,  and  conferrit  with  the  mef- 
fingers,  twitching  the  meaning  and  the  explicatioun  of  the  generalities 
therof,  Vnderftanding  the  firil  point  to  be  gatherit,  of  the  granting  of  the 
benefite  of  pacificatioun  be  his  Hienes  to  Mr  David  Chalmer  :  His  Ma- 
jeftie knowing  that  man  to  be  forfaultit  only  for  that  commoun  a6lioun  of 
his  being  at  the  feild  of  Langfyde,  for  quhilk  pardon  [wes]  grantit  to  fo 
many,  thoght  it  no  new  or  ftrange  thing,  at  the  requeft  of  fuch  as  [earneft- 
ly]  movit  his  Hienes,  to  grant  vnto  him  the  lyke  benefite,  for  the  like  caufe, 
as  many  vthers  had  of  befor  obtainit ;  get  no  wayes  intending  to  fpare  the 
dew  punifhment  of  him  or  any  vther  that  may  be  chargit  or  may  be  found 
culpable  of  the  murther  of  his  Hienes  deareft  father  ;  or  that  [are]  or  falbe 
adverfares  to  the  religioun,  or  impugners  therof,  aganis  his  Hienes  lawis 
made  theranent ;  the  executioun  of  quhilk  his  Majeftie  lies  bein,  is,  and 
wilbe,  willing  to  further. 

The  fecond  heid  generallie  conceivit,  being  particularlie  meinit  of  the 
gong  Laird  of  Fintrie,  His  Majeftie  wifches  the  Affemblie  to  remember  how 
his  Hienes  hes  dealt  in  this  matter,  and  quhat  teftimoniall  the  Kirk  of 
Edenburgh  grantit  to  him.  His  Majeftie  hes  not  hindrit  the  proceidings  of 
the  Kirk  againft  him,  nor  no  vther,  but  meanes  to  hald  hand  therto  accord- 
ing to  the  lawis. 

The  3  heid  being  fpecially  meant  of  ane  William  Holt,  Inglifchman, 
that  efcapit  out  of  the  Caftell  of  Edenburgh,  His  Majeftie  hes  anfuerit  the 
Queine  of  Inglands  [late]  Ambaffadour,  quho  movit  his  Hienes  in  that 
matter  not  long  lince.     It  is  no  vncouth   thing  to  heir  Inch  a  man  fo  el- 
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capit  ;  alwayes  quhat  they  ln\uv  tell  be  ;mv  indirect  mean 66  fled  for  let- 
ting liim  depart,  his  Majeftie  being  fpeciallie  informed  therof,  will,  after 
due  tryall,  Qe  the  offenders  punifchit  according  to  thair  defervings. 

The  1  heid  being  rerie  general],  His  Majeftie  thinks,  the  Aflemblie  will 
nol  think  it  verie  pertinent  for  them  to  have  vote  in  the  chooiing  of  his 
Majefties  fervants,  or  to  be  ovi  r  curious  of  the  occafioun  of  placing  or  r<  - 
moveing  of  them  ;  neither  gel  of  the  intelligence  betuixl  his  Hiem  -  and  any 
forraine  countreyes,  for  intertaining  of  civill  peace  and  amitie,  from  the 
quhilks  no  princes  or  commoun  wealthes  in  the  world  abftaines,  alth 
being  diverfe  in  religioun. 

The  5  heid  containing  a  general]  complaint  vpon  fome  (peciall  matt 
appearandlie  expreft  in  the  matters  following,  His  Majeftie  wifches  the  Al- 
feniblie,  as  they  wald  be  fpeciallie  and  directlie  anfuerit,  fo  to  forme  thair 
petitiouns,  forbearing  any  particular  examples,  to  groun  1  general!  propo- 
Qtiouns ;  and  to  remember  that  [fince]  his  Majeftie  tooke  the  governe- 
ment  in  hi-;  awin  perfon,  ther  is  moe  good  and  profitable  lawis  made  for 
the  advancement  of  the  Kirk  and  true  religioun,  nor  of  befor;  the  defaull 
of  the  execution  therof,  and  performance  <>f  promife  nothwithftanding  in 
lis  Mi-  nes  default. 

The  0,  meaning  fpeciallie  of  the  tack  feU  to  the  Laird  <>t"  Seagy  oi'  cer- 
taine  viet  nulls  foorth  of  the  fuperplus  of  the  thrids,  quhilk  he  had  <>f  ! 
in  penfioun,  That  was  m>  new  forme,  nor  any  wayea  prohibite.  He  could 
afweill  content  him  with  the  penfioun,  as  he  had  it  of  befoir,  frie  of  all 
payment  <>t  duetie.  The  neceiTar  confideratiouns  that  movit  the  granting 
therof,  are  weill  enough  knawin  t<>  many.  He  is  imployit  in  publick  !•  ir- 
\ir.\  wanting  the  living  quhervnto  he  is  provydit  in  title,  dureing  hi-  la- 
ther-; lyfetyme  ;  and  his  fervice  is,  and  may  be  neceflar,  both  l"r  his  1 1 i •  nes 
and  the  Kirk. 

For  any  thing  thai  ma\  be  thochl  omittit  toward  the  provifioun   of  Mi- 
niftera,    ferving  at  the  kirk-  annexit  to  Abbayis  in  the  late  difpolitioun  <>l 

them,  that  i-  Weill  fupplied  he  ait  of  Parliament  ;  [the  executione  quher* 

i>f]  hes  rather  ilavit  thir  twa  "eir>  paft  in  thair  awin  default  or  vtherw.. 
the\  cravetng  to  have  thair  aifignatiouns  continuit  as  in  the  geirs  preceiding  , 

and  a-  jet  ii"t   having  direetlie  anl'nerit  to  hi-  M  meflage    lent   with 

hi-  Maifter  "t  Requeifts,  to  die  Aflemblie  haldin  at  Sancl  Androes:  Al- 
wayes  hi-  Majeftie  made  choife  of  certain  Barronis,  and  rthers  "t  .  o  id  aj>- 
peirance,  knawin  zealous  to  the  furtherance  ol  that  goodworke,  lipnin 
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have  had  the  affignatiouns  formed  befor  the  Affemblie  :  But  being  vncer- 
taine  of  the  tyme  appointit  therfor,  this  geir,  is  doubtfull,  if  they  be  come  in 
Edenburgh  ;  quher  if  they  be,  his  Hienes  fall  fend  dire<5tioun  to  them  to 
proceid  ;  or,  if  they  be  not,  fall  appoint  vthers,  lb  as  the  affignatiouns  may 
proceid,  and  fo  vther  things  as  are  moll  neidfull  refolvit,  without  any  fur- 
ther delay. 

Twitching  the  giving  of  fpirituall  livings  to  bairnes,  and  tranflating 
them  in  temporall  Lordfchips,  his  Majeftie  conlidders  his  awin  lkaith  and 
hinderance  of  his  lervice  therin.  Quhatever  abufe  lies  entrit  befor  his  ac- 
cepting of  the  governement,  tyme,  and  approbatioun  of  fuch  proviliouns  be 
decreits  of  the  Seflioun,  lies  brocht  the  matter  to  that  eftate,  as  it  cannot 
be  vther  way  es  helpit  then  be  the  Parliament ;  quhom  vnto  thefe  being  pro- 
ponit,  his  Majeftie  fould  hald  hand  to  have  luch  reformatioun  in  this  be- 
halfe  as  polliblie  can  be  obtainit. 

The  default  of  punifhment  of  vyces  mentionat  in  the  nynt  heid,  and  of 
the  act  of  provilioun  of  the  poore,  and  punifhing  of  vagabounds,  man  not 
be  juftlie  impute  to  his  Hienes,  quho  lies  ever  bein  willing  and  ready  to 
grant  commiflioun  to  fuch  as  the  Minilters  thoght  meiteft  to  execute  [the 
fame,3  quher  inhabilitie  was  [in]  the  Judges  ordinar. 

The  10  heid  being  generall,  his  Majeftie  wald  be  glad,  not  only  to  have 
it  explainit,  bot  to  heare  all  good  informatiouns  [that  fall  be  offerit  to  him,] 
for  the  reformatioun  of  that  quhilk  may  be  found  amiffe,  and  how  his  lawis 
may  have  place,  and  juftice  be  miniftrat  to  the  confort  and  commoun  bene- 
fite  of  all  his  good  fubie6ts. 

The  1 1  heid  lies  bein  very  generall ;  and  for  the  only  one  example  that 
hes  bein  fpokin  [of]  to  his  Hienes,  twitching  the  removeing  of  the  Prin- 
cipall  of  the  Colledge  of  Aberdein  to  be  Minifter  of  San6t  Androes,  his 
Majeftie  trufts  the  AHemblie  will  not  think  that  matter,  (the  fubftances 
weill  confidderit,)  either  fo  proper  to  the  Kirk,  or  lb  improper  to  the  civill 
eftate,  bot  that  his  Hienes  and  Counfell  had  good  ground  and  reafon  to 
dire6t  his  letters  as  he  did,  vpon  the  generalls  of  the  north  countrey, 
quherin  none  was  prejudgit,  feing  ther  was  no  charge  conteining  power  to 
denunce  at  the  firft,  bot  rather  to  doe  the  thing  required,  or  compeir  and 
i'chew  ane  caufe  in  the  contrar. 
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V  1)  M.D.LXXXV1 


The  General  Affembly  of  the  Kirk  baldin  al  Edenburgh,  in  the  Ovir 
Tolbuith  thereof,  the  1<>  day  of  Maj  L586  :  Quher  ther  was  pre- 
(enl  bis  Majeflies  CommifDoners,  my  Lord  Chancellour,  Juftice 
Clerk,  Mr  Johne  Grahame,  the  Pryour  of  Blantyre,  Mr  Peeter 
goung,  wit fi  the  Commiflioners  direct  from  the  Synodalls  and 
Vniverfities. 

[Exhortatioun  was  made  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Moderatour  of  the  lafl 
( renerall  Affembly.  Mj  Lord  Privie  Seale,  Prior  of  Blantj  re,  and  Mr  Peeter 
.,  the  Kings  Schoolmafter,  direct  from  the  Kings  Majellie,  declared  to 
the  Affembly,  when  the]  were  to  choofe  a  new  Moderator,  Thathis  Grace 
being  occupied  in  greal  affaires,  could  nol  this  daj  give  bis  prefence  ;  thai 
ln>  pleafure  was,  thai  thej  ilnndd  flay  from  any  further  proceeding  till 
afternoon  .  and  therfor  defyril  the  bail!  brether,  at  afternoone,  to  repare 
to  the  Palace  of  Halrudhous,  and  conveen  in  the  greal  Channel]  in  the 
Abbay,  quher  he  ibuld  propone  his  mynd  to  them;  and,  in  the  meane- 
tyme,  to  fuperfeid  the  ele&ioun  of  a  Moderatour  quhill  then :  quherto 
the  brether  aggreit,  feing  the  matter  was  l>nt  a  circumftance  of  time  and 
place,  with  conditioun  it  fould  nol  prejudge  the  libertie  of  the  Aflemblie 
in  . •  i i \  point:  Lykas  the  Commiflioners  declairit  they  underftood  of  oo 
prejudice  meant  therbj .    ( '.  &  13.] 
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Seffio  2a-     Eodem  die,  in  Capella  Regia,  coram  rege. 

[The  Affembly  conveened  after  noon  in  the  Chappell  Royal.  The 
King-  fitting  at  the  end  of  the  table,  and  the  Minifters  on  furmes  round 
about  him,  made  an  harang  containing  two  caufes  wherefor  he  granted  the 
Minifters  their  requieft  for  calling  of  that  Affembly,  The  one  was  in  re- 
fpecl  of  himfelf,  that  whereas,  by  the  occalion  of  fome  late  alterations 
within  his  realme,  certain  evill  reports  were  blowen  and  fpread  abroad  of 
him,  by  fome  of  his  own  fubje6ts,  both  within  his  realme  and  without, 
That  he  had  made  defection  from  the  true  religion,  wherin  he  was  born, 
brought  up,  and  inftrucled  in  from  his  infancie,  He  thought  good  to  call 
that  Affembly,  as  well  to  make  proteftation  of  his  perfeverance  and  found- 
nefs  in  religion,  as  alfo  to  offer  himfelf  there  prefently  to  latiffy  any  man 
that  could  give  any  reafon  wherefor  they  fufpecled  him  of  fuch  defection  ; 
alledging  there  could  be  no  meeter  time  nor  place  to  accufe  him  of  any 
fault  in  his  life  and  converfation  ;  or  yet  in  authorizing  of  the  Policie  of 
the  Kirk.  The  fecond  caufe  was,  for  remitting  of  the  Minifters  of  the 
Kirk  to  a  judgment  concerning  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  ;  adding,  that 
he  purpofed  to  eftablifh  that  throughout  his  realme,  which,  by  conference 
amonglt  them,  fhould  be  found  moft  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God.  Then 
he  bad  them  pafs  to  their  own  orders.  Mr  Robert  Pont  faid  to  him,  Sir, 
we  praife  God  that  your  Majeltie  being  a  Chriftian  Prince,  hath  decored 
our  Affembly  with  your  own  prefence,  and  we  truft  your  Majeftie  fpeak- 
eth  without  hypocrify. 

Thereafter,  prayer  being  made  be  Mr  Robert  Pont,  the  Kirk  proceidit 
to  the  nominatioun  of  Mrs  Peeter  Blackburne,  David  Lindfay,  Nicoll 
Dalgleifch,  James  Balfour,  to  be  on  leits  for  choofing  a  Moderatour,  and 
the  faid  Mr  David  elecl.it  Moderatour  hac  vice,  The  King  voted  firft  for 
him,  fo  the  votes  went  after. 

For  the  readier  refolution  and  expedition  of  matters  which  are  to  be 
treated  in  this  Affembly,  the  brethren  nominated  the  perfons  underwritten, 
viz.  Mrs  Johne  Robertfone,  Alexander  Rawlbne,  George  Hay,  Peeter 
Blackburne,  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Williame  Chryftefone,  William  Hepburne, 
Williame  Moriefon,  Thomas  Buchannan,  David  Fergufone,  Robert  Pont, 
Nicoll  Dalgleifch,  the  Kings  Minifters,  Adame  Johnftonn,  Alexander 
Hoome,  David  Hoome,  Johne  Knox,  James  Bryfeoun,  Andro  Hay,  James 
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Anderfon,  Patrick  Galloway,  to  conveen  with  the  Moderator  at  extra- 
ordinary hour-',  to  conferr,  and  -jive  their  advice  in  matters  raeetefl  to  be 
proponed  and  refolved  in  this  Allemhly.  But  the  King  would  not  have 
David  Flume,  Minifter  of  Coldinghame,  to  be  of  thai  number;  for  when 
he  was  named,  the  King  faid,  I  have  fomething  to  fay  againfl  that  man, 
and  lii  Alexander  Hume,  Minifter  of  Dumbar,  was  cholen  for  him. 
C.  &  B.] 

Hi-  Majeftie  appointit  my  Lord  Seccreitar,  Juftice  Clerk,  Privie  Seale, 
Mr  Johne  Grahame,  my  Lord  Culrofe,  Mr  Peeter  ,~y  ">■_■,  t'»  conferr  , 
reafon,  and  advyfe  with  the  faid  brother  on  matters  mutuallie  to  be  pro- 
poned, and  them,  or  any  two  [.or  three]  of  them,  ti»  concurre  with  the 
AJTemblie,  on  bis  Majefties  behalfe,  as  his  Eiienes  Commiffionere,  [tin 
ordinary  hours  and  place  of  the  Affembly  to  be  keeped.  Jle  willed  them 
tn  referr  their  greater  matters  to  Munday  following,  at  what  time  he 
minded  to  he  prefent  with  them,  and  to  propone  certain  matter-  to  thi 
yet  for  certain  occaiions  moveing  him,  he  was  not  preient  as  he  pur- 
pofed.  i 


Seffio  1  ••     In  Pretorio, 

[The  11th  of  May  before  noone,  there  was  proponed  a  queftion  di- 
rected from  the  Synod  of  Lothian,  If  there  was  any  man  of  another  judg- 
ment, but  that  the  difcijdine  which  we  had  thel'e  divers  years  bygane,  was 
irding  to  the  Word  of  God.  This  queftion  was  thought  tin  to  be 
reafoned  1 1 ill  in  the  privie  confer*  nee  with  the  Moderator,  and  then  t. 
brought  to  the  publick  Affembly.  C] 

Ancnt  vniiormitie  of  dilcipline  :      It    i-    thoght    meitt    that    the   fame 

firll  proponit  in  the  privie  conference,  and  therafter  publicklie. 

[The  Secretar,  the  Prior  ofBlantyre,  Mr  Peter  Young,  Comraiffioners 
from  the  King,  proponed,  Whither  the  Bilhops  might  have  preeminence 
over  the  brethren,  if  not  jurifdi£Hon,  yet  ordinis  cauia.  The  Aflembly 
anfwered,  It  could  not  (land  with  tin-  Word  of  God,  onlytheymuft  toleral 
it,  in  cafe  it  he  forced  npon  them  he  the  civil  [lower.    ( '.  I 

Anent  the  Regifter  [of  the  books]  of  the  Kirk:     Mrs  George  Hay  and 

Patrick  Galloway  being  direr-tit   to  the    Kings  Majeftie  lor  to  follicite  the 

lyverance  of  the  fame,  returnit  hi-  Hienes  anfuer,  That  they  lonld  he 
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delyverit  to  the  Clerk  ilk  day  during  the  Atfemblie,  but  at  evin  they  fould 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Privie  Seale,  quhill  the  end  of  the  faid  AflTem- 
blie,  betuixt  and  the  quhilk  day  his  Majeftie  wald  be  prelent  himfelfe. 


Seflio  4". 

It  is  thoght  vniveriallie  meitt,  that  through  the  haill  Countreyes  ther 
be  ordourlie  fett  downe  Prefbytries  in  the  places  vnderwrytin,  quhilk  are 
judgit  moft  proper  and  convenient  therfor,  to  the  number  following,  viz. 
In  Orknay,  ane  within  the  towne  of  Kirkwall  :  In  getland,  ane  within 
the  towne  of  :     In  Cathnes  2,   Thurfo  and  Dorno  :     In  Rofe  2, 

ane  in  Tane,  ane  vther  in  the  Chanrie  :  In  Murray  4,  viz.  Inuernes, 
Elgin,  Forres,  and  Ruthven  :  In  Aberdein  5,  viz.  Deir,  Inuerrourie, 
Fordoun,  Aberdein,  and  Kinkairdin  :  In  Mernes,  ane  in  Bervie  :  In 
Angus  3,  Montrois,  Dundie,  Brechin  :  In  Dunkeld  ane  :  In  Perth  ane  : 
In  Dumblane  ane :  In  Striveling  ane :  In  Lowthiane  5,  Lithgow, 
Edenburgh,  Dalkeith,  Haddingtoun,  Dumbar  :  In  Fyfe  4,  San6l  An- 
droes,  Couper,  Dumfermling,  Kirkadie  :  In  Mers,  Chirnfyde  :  In  Te- 
viotdail  3,  Melrofe,  Jedbrugh,  Kelfo  :  In  Tweddall,  Peibles :  In 
Annandail,  Muftett :  In  Nithefdaile  2,  Dumfreis,  Sanchar  :  In  Gallo- 
way 4,  Glenlufe,  Wigtoun,  Kirkudbright,  San6l  Johnes  Clauchan  :  In 
Carrick,  Mayboill :  In  the  Shirefdome  of  Air,  in  Air,  in  Cuninghame, 
in  Irwing :  In  Ranfrew,  Paiflay  :  In  Lennox,  Dumbartan,  in  the 
Neither  Ward  of  Clideidaill :  In  the  Ovir  Ward  2,  Lanerik  and  Bigger. 
[And  to  the  effect]  that  the  kirk  quhilk  molt  properlie  [fould  be]  vnite  to 
every  Prefbyterie,  fould  be  joynit  therto,  quhervpon  the  Prelbiteries  may  be 
ereclit  convenientlie,  the  AiTemblie  ordaines  Commiffioners  for  ilk  Shiref- 
dome, [their  brethren  underwritten,  to  wit,  Mr  John  Robertfone  for  Rofe  ; 
Mr  Alexander  Rawfon  for  Murrey  ;  Mr  Peter  Blackburne  and  James  Reid 
for  Aberdeen  ;  Mr  Andrew  Mylne  for  Mernes  ;  the  Laird  of  Dun,  Mr 
John  Hepburne,  William  Chriftefone,  Mr  James  Balfour,  for  Angus  ;  the 
Bifhop  of  Dunkelden  for  Dunkelden  ;  Mr  Patrick  Galloway  for  Perth  ; 
Mr  Andrew  Young  for  Dumblane  ;  Mr  James  Anderfon  for  Stirline  ; 
David  Fergufon  and  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  for  Fife  ;  John  Brand,  Mr 
Andrew  Blackhall,  Mr  Thomas  Makgie,  William  Sanderfon,  for  Lothian  ; 
Mr  John  Spotfwood,    George  Lunde,  for  Linlithgow  ;    David  Hume  for 
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Merit' ;  .Mr  John  Knox,  George  Johnftoun,  for  Teviotdale ;  .Mr  Arch- 
bald  Dowglafi,  Robert  Allan,  for  Tweddaill ;  John  Duncanfon  for  Gallo- 
wav  ;  John  Mackcorne  for  Carick  ;  .Mr  John  Porterfield  for  Air  ;  Mr 
Robert  Wilkie  for  Cuninghame ;  Mr  Andrew  Hay  for  Ranfrew  ;  Mr 
Patrick  Walkinshaw  for  Lennox  ;  .Mr  Audrew  Polwart  for  Glafgow  ; 
Thomas  Lindfa]  lor  Lanerkand  Biggar;  to  travel  every  one,  according  to 
their  bounds  limited  to  them,    to   the  above  written,    and   to   prefent 

their  travail  the  mom  before  n I.    C.  ) 


Si  :" 

The  brether  appointit  to  give  in  the  names  of  the  kirk-  a-  they  thocht 
they  might  moll  properlie  he  caftiu  into  Prefbitries,  pronuncit  their 
judgements  [and  the  names]  in  wryte ;  quhilk  were  delyvered  to  my  Lord 
Clerk  Regifter,  quhom  the  Kirk  requeiftit  to  vifite  and  confidder  [tlic 
fame,  and  ]  to  'ji\ e  hi-  judgement  therof.  A-  to  the  places  quher  the  Syno- 
dal] Aflerablies  falbe  haldin,  and  the  day  of  thair  nixt  conventioun,  It  i- 
thocht  meitt  that  thair  nixt  Allemhiie  lall  begin  the  firll  Tuefday  of  Octo- 
ber nixt  to  come,  in  the  particular  place-  follow  ing  ;  <jnher  being  conveinit 
they  fall  choofe  at  thair  awin  optioun  the  fame,  or  inch  vther  places  with- 
in thair  bounds  as  they  think  moll  expedient  therafter  ;  and  li>  furth  fru. 
tyme  to  tyme,  a-  they  fall  appoint  and  think  meitteft.  [Always]  for  the 
tirll  tyme,  [and  next  Affembly,  fall  conveenas  followeth,  viz.]  the Synodall 
of  Orknay  in  Kirkwall  ;  of  Cathnes  in  Dornoch  ;  of  Rofe  in  the  Channon- 
rie  ;  of  Murray  in  Elgin  ;  of  Bamfe  in  Torrie  ;  of  Aberdein  in  Aberdein  ; 
of  Angus  and  Mernes  in  Brechin;  of  Dunkeld  in  Dunkeld ;  of  Dnm- 
blane  in  Dumblane  ;  ofFyfeand  Perth  in  Sancl  Androes  j  ofLowthiane 
in  Edenburgh ;  of  Merfe,  reviotdaill,  and  Tweddall,  in  Lawder ;  of 
Nithefdaile  in  Dumfreis  ;  of  Galloway  in  Wigtoun  ;  of  Kyle,  Carrick, 
and  Cuninghame,  in  Air;  of  Clidefdaill,  Ranfrew,  and  Lennox,  in 
( i  lafgow. 

The  Kirk  requeiftit  my  Lord  Secreitar  to  intreat  with  lii-  Majeftie,  that 
the  General!  Allemhiie  ma\  he  jeirlie  heirafter  obierved,  [or  oftner  as  oc- 
cafion  (hall  he  offered  ;]  ami  to  vnderfland  quhat  tyme  hi-  Majeftie  thinks 
meitt  I  or  [holding]   the  nixt  conventioun. 

Anent  the  donht  movit,   Whither  it  he   leifum  to  any  towne  or  citie 

1     N 
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quher  ther  is  ane  Vniverfitie  [in  the  fame,]  and  a  part  of  the  parochin  of 
the  laid  towne  lyand  to  landwart,  but  their  confents  and  votis,  to  elect  a 
Minifler  to  the  whole  parochin  and  Vniverfitie,  pretending  the  priviledge 
of  ane  old  vfe  and  cuftome  :  The  Kirk  has  vottit  therto  negando,  That  it 
is  not  leifum  fo  to  doe. 

[Touching  matters  pertaining  properly  to  General  and  Provincial  Af- 
lemblies  :  Certain  heads  being  read  which  were  agreed  on  in  the  late  con- 
ference holden  betwixt  certain  of  the  King's  Majetiies  Commifnoners  and 
fuch  others  of  the  Miniilry  called  be  his  Grace  to  that  effect,  the  AH'embly 
thought  meet  they  fhould  be  farther  confidered  till  afternoon.  C] 


Seflio  6a 

Anent  the  heid  red  before  noone,  referrit  to  farther  deliberation  :  The 
Moderatour  declairit  that  the  matter  in  a  pairt  being  reafonit  in  privie 
conference,  they  had  pennit  two  articles,  quhilk  they  thought  good  the 
Ail'emblie  f'ould  judge  vpon,  and  to  vote  the  fame  if  they  find  it  expedient ; 
quhilk  being  red  and  advyfit  with,  the  haill  brether  gave  confent  thereto  ; 
of  the  quhilk  articles  this  is  the  tenour  : 

It  is  found  that  all  fuch  as  the  Scripture  appointeth  Governours  of  the 
Kirk  of  God,  as,  namelie,  Paflours,  Doctours,  and  Elders,  may  conveine 
to  Generall  Affemblies,  and  vote  in  ecclefiaflicall  matters  j  and  all  vthers 
that  hes  any  fute  or  vther  things  to  propone  to  the  Aflfemblie,  may  be  ther 
prefent  and  give  in  thair  futes,  and  propone  things  profitable  to  the  Kirk, 
and  heir  reafoning,  but  fall  not  vote. 

2.  There  are  foure  offices  ordinar  fett  down  to  vs  be  the  Scripture,  to 
witt,  Parlours,  Doctours,  Elders,  and  Deacons.  The  name  of  a  Bifchop 
ought  not  to  be  taken  [as  it  hath  been]  in  Papiftrie  ;  but  it  is  commoun  to 
all  Paflours  and  Miniflers. 

[The  AfTembly  ordained  a  citation  to  be  directed  furth  to  fummond  Mr 
David  Cuninghame,  Bifhop  of  Aberdeen,  to  compear  before  the  Prefby- 
tries  of  Glafgow  and  Stirline,  the  21  day  of  June  nixt  to  come,  in  the 
toun  of  Stirline  where  they  fhould  be  aflembled  for  the  time,  to  be  tryed, 
if  he  be  guilty  of  the  llander  of  adultery  committed  with  Elfpeth  Sud- 
derland,  or  any  other  perfon  ;  and  if  he  fhall  be  found,  be  good  appear- 
ance, to  be  criminal  or  guilty,  after  the  faid  triall,  to  fufpend  him  from  the 
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function  of  the  Miniflry,  to  the  next  Ailembly  ;  and  to  (ummond  him  to 
compear  before  them,  to  bear  the  determination  of  the  whole  brethren 
thereanent  ;  and  thai  the  (ummond,  which  i-  to  be  directed  againft  him, 
k<  cuted  perfonally,  if  he  can  be  apprehended  ;  and  failing  there  if,  at 
the  Kirks  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen,  and  his  dwelling  places,  be  the  Mi- 
niftera  of  New  and  Old  Aberdeen.  ('.  i\  15.) 

Anenl  vifitatioun  :  The  Kirk,  after  reafbning,  hes  found  thai  it  i-  lau- 
i'ull  and  necelfar  at  this  tyme  ;  l>nt  continuand  tin'  forme  therof,  and  the 
rell  of  tin-  circumflances  therof,  heirafter  to  be  reaibned. 


Seffio  ' 

[The  Atfembly  continued  the  anfwers  to  bills  and  (upplications  to  the 
end  of  the  Affembly,  thai  the  weighty  matters  might  be  difcufled.   I 

Anenl  the  heids  of  vifitatioun,  and  circumflances  lef)  to  farther  con- 
lideration  :  At  the  defyre  of  my  Lord  Privie  Scale,  the  Aflemblie  directit 
Airs  Robert  Pont,  Andro  Melvill,  Tl  Blackburne,  Nicoll  Dalgleifh, 

Andro  Polwart,  and  Thomas  Buchannan,  to  conferre  with  the  Kings 
Commiffioners  [in  the  He  of  the  Kirk]  theranent,  [and  upon]  fick  vther 
matters  as  falbe  communicat  to  them. 

[The  Affembly  ordained  Mr  Craig  to  take  two  or  three  brethren  with 
him,  to  urge  the  Mailer  of  Gray  to  the  performance  of  his  promife  made, 
in  prefence  of  the  King,  at  the  baptifm  of  his  beam,  which  was  to  fubicribe 
the  Confeffion  of  Faith,  and  to  lee  him  fubferive  as  laid  is.  C] 

In  prefence  of  the  haill  Aflemblie,  compeiril  my  Lord  Maxwell,  and 
declairit,  that  be  the  Kings  Majeflies  command,  he  compeirit  before  the 
laid  Aflemblie,  as  he  had  [found]  caution  for  th  bi  for  the  Counfell 

impeir  before  them  tins  day  ;  and,  in  refpecl  of  his  obedience,  proteflil 
his  cautioner  lould  be  fred,  and  tooke  inftruments  vpon  hi-  proteflatioun 
and  compeirance. 

The  Aflemblie,  in  refpecl  they  know  not  the  caufe  oi'  his  compeirance, 
nor  the  Kings  Majeflies  command  theranent,  defyrit  him  to  be  prefenl  the 
morne  befor  noone  ;  and,  in  the  meane  tyme,  cra\  ing  his  1  Henes  ( lommif- 
fioners  knawledge  heiranent.  The  faids  Commiffioners  proteflit  that  his 
caution  fould  no  wayes  be  fred,  quhill  his  Majeflies  mynd  be  returnil  be 
them  to  the  Aflemblie. 
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Seflio  8a- 

Anent  the  propofition  of  the  Kings  Majefties  Commiflioners,  made  to 
the  haill  AfTemblie,  to  refolve,  be  good  and  commoun  deliberatioun,  if  they 
will  accept  the  Bifchops  [with  the  conditions]  fett  downe  in  the  conference 
had  betuixt  certaine  of  his  Majefties  Connfall  and  certaine  of  the  brether  of 
the  Miniftrie,  or  if  they  will  refufu  :  The  Kirk  continewit  thair  anfuer 
quhill  the  morne,  after  thair  reiding  publicklie  of  the  haill  conference. 

[The  Kings  Commiflioners,  after  publick  reafoning  with  the  brethren 
above  named,  came  to  the  Affembly,  and  the  Thefaurer  proponed,  that 
either  it  behoved  them  to  approve  the  whole  conference  whereunto  his 
Majeftie  agreed  ;  or  elfe  that  all  things  mull  remain  as  they  were  ;  for  ex- 
cept the  eftate  of  Bifhops  were  received  as  was  agreed  in  that  conference, 
the  King  would  grant  nothing.  C] 

Compeirit  the  Erie  of  Mortoun,  Lord  Maxwell  [and  fome  others  :  Lord 
Maxwell]  being  acculit  for  heiring  of  Mefs,  and  the  a6l  of  the  Kings  Majef- 
ties Privie  Counfell  being  red  for  the  fatisfaclioun  of  the  Kirk  theranent,  he 
anfwered,  He  had  fatisfied  the  Kings  law,  and  defyrit  the  conference  of 
learnit  men  concerning  the  religioun  and  participation  of  the  Lords  table. 


Seflio  9a- 

[Certain  heads  advifed  on  in  the  privat  conference  being  proponed  to 
confultation,  the  Affembly  for  the  molt  part  voted,  that  the  heads  of  the 
conference  mentioned  yellernight  be  firft  confidered,  to  the  effect  they  may 
refolve  upon  the  anfwer.   C] 

Anent  the  articles  aggried  [upon]  in  the  conference  haldin  at  Halierude- 
hous,  betuixt  certaine  appointit  be  the  Kings  Majeftie  of  his  Counfell,  and 
certaine  of  the  Miniftrie  callit  be  his  Hienes  to  that  effe6t :  The  particulars 
being  oppinly  red,  the  brether  aggreeit  to  the  firft  article,  it  being  conceivit 
in  thir  termes : 

It  is  condifcendit,  that  the  name  of  a  Bifchop  hes  a  fpecial  charge  and 
functioun  annexit  to  it  be  the  Word  of  God,  the  fame  that  the  ordinar 
Paftour  hes. 

Anent  the  remanent  articles  of  the  faid  conference  :  It  was  thoght  good, 
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firft,  to  lay  lomc  grounds  to  reaibn  on  :  And,  firft,  after  reasoning,  it  n  as 
concludit,  That  it  is  lauful!  to  the  General!  Affemblie  to  admit!  a  Parlour, 
[Bifhop]  or  Minuter  haveand  u  benefice  prefentit  be  the  Kings  Majeftie 
vnto  the  limit'. 

Sicklyke,  That  vifitatioun  is  in  the  peribn  of  Paftoura. 

Item,  The  General!  Affemblie  maj  fend  a  man,  accompanied  with  fuch 
as  the  Prefbitrie  fall  adjoyne  to  him  in  vifitatioun. 


Seffio  LO* 

In  anfuering  to  the  heids  of  the  conference  bad  betuixl  certaine  of  his 
Majefties  Counfall,  and  certaine  of  the  brether  at  his  command,  the  baill 
Affemblie  declares,  that  be  the  name  of  a  Bifchop,  t li<\  only  meane  fuch 
a  Bifchop  as  is  defcryvil  be  Paul  ;  and  fwa  vnderftanding,  thej  aggrie  with 
the  3  article  of  the  faid  conference. 

Concerning  the  !•  article  :  It  is  aggried,  that  the  Bifchop  ruaj  be  aj>- 
pointed  be  the  General!  Affemblie  to  vifite  certaine  bounds,  t<>  be  limit. tt 
to  him  ;  and,  in  vifitatioun  therof,  he  fall  proceid  be  advyceofthe  Synod- 
all  Affemblie,  and  fuch  as  they  fall  adjoyne  to  him. 

In  receiving  of  prefentatiouns,  and  giving  collatiouns  of  benefit  es,  he  fall 
proceid  be  the  advyce  and  vote  of  the  Prefbytrie  quher  the  benefice  lyia, 
and  of  certaine  AfiefTours  tobejoynit  to  him,  at  the  leafl  of  the  mofl  part 
of  the  Prefbyterie  and  Afleffours,  vnto  the  tyme  the  Prefbvteries  be  f 
conftitute,  and  the  General!  Kirk  take  farther  ordour.  The  tame  Affeff- 
oure,  at  the  firfl  tyme,  (albe  nominat  Land  chofen]  be  the  Generall  Afl 

blie. 

Seflio  11»- 

He  falbe  fubiedt,  in   reljxel   he  is  a  paftour,  as  vther  parlours  are, 
be  tryed  and  cenfured  in  hi>  lyfe  and  doctrine  be  the  Prefbytrie  or  Si  1 
all  Affemblie;    and  becaufe  he  hes  commifiioun   of  the  Generall  Affem- 
blie, in  that  refpe£t  to  be  tryed  be  them. 

If  he  admit!  or  deprive  without  the  confent  of  the  mofl  part  ol  th< 
Prefbyterie  and  Counfell,  the  deed  to  be  null  ;  and  the  doing  therof  [to 
be  I  ane  fufficient  caufe  of  deprivatioun  of  him. 
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His  power  to  be  ordinis  cauia,  non  jurifdielionis. 

Quher  tbey  that  are  commonly  called  Bifchops  may  not  overtake  the 
haill  bounds,  callit  of  auld  Dyocie,  Commiilioners  falbe  prefentit  be  his  Ma- 
jeftie to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  admittit  be  them  therto,  as  the  faids 
Bifchops  are  to  theirs,  and  to  be  comptabill  allanerlie  to  the  [faid]  Affem- 
blie for  thair  commifiioim  ;  and  the  Bifchops  to  have  no  power  within 
thair  bounds  more  nor  they  have  within  his  bounds. 

The  Commiilioners  being  ele6tit  as  faid  is,  to  have  a  lyke  counfell  and 
power  in  the  executioun  of  thair  office,  as  the  Bifchops  hes. 

The  Commiilioners  appointit  to  vifite  in  thair  Prefbitries  or  thair  par- 
ticular Kirks,  as  the  Preibitries  or  Synodall  Affemblies  fall  think  good,  not 
prejudging  the  Prefbyteries  particular  vifitatioun. 

The  fame  caufe  of  lyfe  and  doctrine  to  depryve  a  Bifchop  or  Commif- 
lioner,  that  depryves  a  Miniller. 

The  14  article  :  Aggried  therto. 

Anent  the  Affemblies  :  The  firft  article  aggried  to. 

The  Commiilioners  for  the  Kings  Majeftie  proteftit,  in  refpe6t  the 
Affemblie  hes  caftin  downe  that  quhilk  was  requyrit  in  the  conference 
haldin  at  Halierude  hous  [betwixt  certain  of  his  Counfel  and  of  the  Mi- 
niitry,]  that  nothing  done  neither  in  the  laid  Conference,  nor  [in]  this 
Affemblie,  have  any  force  or  effecl; ;  and,  namelie,  in  refpe6t  they  have 
fubiecStit  Bifchops  to  the  tryall  and  cenfure  of  Prefbyteries  and  Synodall 
Ailemblies. 

In  refpe6t  of  the  quhilk  proteftation,  the  Affemblie  immediatlie  dire6tit 
to  the  Kings  Majeftie  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  James  Mertin,  and  Patrick  Gal- 
loway, to  informe  his  Grace  concerning  this  matter. 


Seflio  12a- 

The  brether  directit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  gefternight,  reportit,  That  his 
Majeftie  could  not  aggrie  that  Bifchops  and  Commiffioners  fould  be  vther- 
ways  tryed  then  be  the  Generall  Affemblie. 

In  refpecl  of  the  tyme,  the  Affemblie  thoght  it  expedient,  albeit  it  be 
thoght  laufull  and  reafonabill  be  them,  that  the  tryall  and  cenfureing  of 
the  Paftours  be  in  the  Prefbyteries  quher  they  remane  ;  nottheles,  that 
the  tryall  and  cenfureing  of  fuch   Paftours  as  the  Generall  Affemblie  fall 


36.  I  NIVERSALL  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND. 

give  commiilloun  to  vifite,  {kibe  in  the  hand  <>f  the  (aid  Affembli  •,  or  fucli 
a>  they  (all  deput,  quhill  farder  ordour  Ix-  tane  be  the  General  Aflemblie. 

[Unto  tin-,  ordinance  the  Kings  Comraiffioners  do  confent,  and  pafe  from 
their  forra<  r  proteilation.  ( '. ) 

Ordaines  Mr  Andro  Melvill  to  pen  a  favourable  letter  to  the  French 
Miniflers,  quho  are  to  repare  within  the  countrey  l>e  the  Kings  Majellies 
Licence,  aflurein?  them  of  the  travells  of  the  Kirk  at  Hienes  hand  ami 
burrow  i-. 

\  unt  the  continuance   <>!'   the   coniinillioun   givin    to  ( 'oimnillioinr 
pointit  be  the  General!  Aflemblie:     li    is   refolvit,    that  the  faid  Commif- 
lioners  fall  continue  in  that  for  a  jeir  nixt  to  come,  and  from  them  i 

f'urtli,  according  as  the  faid  AfTemblie  fall  think  expedient. 

[The  brethren  are  warned  to  repare  to  the  V.bbey  the  morne  at  ten 
hours;  and,  for  that  caul'e,  that  thej  depart  not.  C] 

■ 

r  as  much  as  there  abideth  a  weighty  i   to   be   yet    entreat 

concerning  the  appellatioun  interponit  be  the  Bifchop  of  Sanct  Androee 
from   th  -  and   fentence  of   excommurucatioun   led  and    pronuncit 

againli  him  be  the  Synodal!  Aflemblie  of  Fyfe:  It  was  th<  ght  oieitt,  that 
Mr  Patrick  Galloway  and  John  Duncanfone  pafTe  down  to  the  Kings  Ma- 
jeftie,  to  defyre,  if  his  Grace  think  rtaine  of  his  Counfell 

appointit,  with  certaine  of  the  brether  to  be  nominal  be   the  Aflemblie, 
;he  (aid  procefle  and  appellatioun,  before  the  lame  ocht  in  ; 

ment  and  fight  of  the  Aflemblie. 
I  lis  Majellies  anfuer  I  eturnit,  that  he        ried  vnto  the  faid 

[and  appointed  the  morn  at  ten  hour-  to  that  effect  :  The  brethren  no 
nated  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  Mr  Andrew  Pol  wart,  Mr  Nicol 
leifh,  Mr  .fame-  Balfour,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Adam  Johnftoun, 
John  Duncanfon,  to  conveen  with  his  Graces  Commiflioners  to  the  effect 
forlaid  at  the  hour  appointed  ;  and  ordaineth  David  Fergufon  to  fupply  the 
abfence  of  the  Moderator  till  his  returning.  C.J 

Anent  commiflioun  of  vifitatioun  either  be    Bifchops    or  vthei 
Aflemblie  declares,  that  all  the  faids  commifliouns   fall  ceafe  and  take  no 
effect  in  ty me  com eing,  without  n  :       i  the  General!    Ai- 

■  nto  them  for  that  effect. 
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[Ordains  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindlay,  David  Fergufon,  Mr 
Andrew  Hay,  to  confider  and  make  a  choice,  out  of  the  whole  number  of 
the  brethren,  of  the  moil  godly,  difcreet,  and  qualified  for  the  faid  vilita- 
tion,  and  to  give  in  their  names  to  my  Lord  Secretar. 

Touching  the  order  of  the  Prelbytries  :  The  confideration  and  judgment 
therof  being  already  referred  to  my  Lord  Clerk  of  Ilegifter,  fo  many  of 
the  brethren  as  have  any  doubt,  or  would  be  fatisfied  thereanent,  are 
required  to  repair  to  him,  where  with  reafon  they  will  be  refolved. 

For  aniwering  bills  and  queftions  :  The  Affemblie  ordaineth  their  breth- 
ren, John  Brand,  Mr  Andrew  Mylne,  John  Clapperton,  Mr  George  Pa- 
terfon,  James  Anderfon,  Mr  James  Melvill,  Elder,  and  Johne  Mack- 
corne,  to  conveen  the  morn,  at  fix  hours  in  the  morning,  in  the  Ifle  of  the 
Kirk,  and  there  anfwer  thereto  ;  remitting  allwayes  fiich  as  are  weighty 
and  of  difficulty  to  the  whole  Affembly ;  and  that  the  faid  John  Brand  re- 
ceive the  faid  bills  and  queftions,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Clerk  to  be  fub- 
fcrived  be  him  ;  other  ways  the  Clerk  to  refufe  them. 


Seifio  14a- 

Such  of  the  brethren  as  pretend  any  doubt  concerning  the  order  of  the 
Prelbytries,  are  ordained  to  repair  to  the  Clerk  Regifler  ;  who  being  fatif- 
fied  with  reafon,  the  order  may  be  eftablifhed. 

Sicklike,  In  refpe6l  of  the  matter  of  appellation  of  the  Bifiiop  of  San6t 
Andrews  from  the  Synod  of  Fife,  and  the  head  of  the  Commiffioners,  and 
other  weighty  caufes  yet  unrefolved  :  The  brethren  are  warned  to  flay  till 
lbme  order  be  takin  therein.  C] 


Seffio  15a- 

Ordaines  two  or  thrie  of  every  Countrey  to  refbrt  to  my  Lord  Clerk 
Regifler,  to  vifite  the  platt  of  Miniflers  flipends,  'and  (icklyke  of  the  Pref- 
byteries,  and  ordour  therof,  quher  they  may  give  thair  advyce  and  be  befl 
fatisfied. 

Quher  the  Kings  Majeflie  and  his  houfe  makes  refidence,  it  is  found 
meit,  that  they,  with  his  Graces  Miniflers,  be  of  that  Prefbytrie  quher  they 
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make  thair  refidence ;  and  the  ame  to  be  vnderftood  of  the  Nobilitie,  thair 
boufe  and  Miniftrie. 

The  letter  ordainit  to  be  direct  to  the  French  Minifters  being  re  I, 
thocht  tneit  to  be  wrytin  ovir,   and  delyverit    to  Monfieur  Muleine  vnder 
the  fubfcriptioun  of  the  Moderatour  and  Clark. 


Seffio  Hi-- 

Forfaraeikle  as,  in  the  conference,  Ionic  things  were  thocht  meit  to  be 
proponed  to  the  AiTemblie,  concerning  the  matter  of  the  appellatioun 
[interponit]  be  the  Bifchop  of  Sancl  Androes  from  the  proccfs  and  l<u- 
tence  of  the  Synodall  AiTemblie  of  Fyfe  led  and  pronounc  I  inft  him  : 
The  brether  of  the  laid  Synodall,  fo  many  a9  were  pre  Cent  being 
fvrit  to   remove,    proteftil    concerning   thai    actioun,    that    the  tnblie 

Could  proceid  in  forme,  and  take  in  the  appellatioun  with  the  proa 
heare  the  alledgances  of  the  appellant,  and  thair  anfui  rs,  offering  them 
ready  inftantlie  to  anfuer ;  and  fo  accordinglie  to  proceid  and  judge; 
vtherwayes  howCoei  ir  they  judgit,  proceidit  or  fentencit  in  that  matter,  that 
it  fould  be  no  prejudice  to  thair  proces  nor  fent(  nee,  nor  to  them,  nor  to 
the  haill  Kirk  of  Scotland. 

The  brether  for  the  mofl  part  vottit,  not  to  entir  in  the  rigorous  dif- 
cufling  of  the  appellatioun  and  proces  forfaid,  but  to  be  a  mids  therin, 
I'm  h  as  was  proponit  in  wrvte,  and  red  be  the  Moderatour  opinh  vnto 
them  ;  quherof  the  tenour  is  this  : 

It'  the  Dili  hope,   be  his  hand  wryte,   or  perfonall  appeirance  in  the  Af- 
femblie,  in  Gods  prefence  will  deny,  thai  ever  he  eith<  r  publicklie  profeft, 
or  meaned  in  any  fort  to  acclaime  a  fupremacie,   or   to  I  e   judge  to  ether 
Paftours  or  Minifters,  <>r  evir  allow  it  the  lame  to  have  am  •_  i    und  in  ( 
Word  ;    and   if  he  had  fo  done,  it  had  bein  ane  eiroiir,    and  Ogainft  \n>  i,  n- 

fcience  and  knowledge  : 

j.  If  he  will  deny,  that,  in  the  lall  Synodal!  Aflemblie,  he  claimit  to  be 
judge  therto ;  and  if  he  « 1  i « 1 ,  that  in  that  he  errit,  and  in  bis  imperious  be- 
haviour and  contempt  of  the  faid  Synodall   and  his  brethren  prefent,  and 

crave  ovirfight  therof,  and  promil'c  ane  good  behaviour  in  t\  me  to  come  : 

3.  If  be  will  promife  to  acclaime  no  farther  nor  he  ma\  jufllie  be  G 
W  ord,   and  according  to  the  tail  conference,  and  indevoure  himfelf  in  all 

i  o 
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behalffis  to  fhew  himfelfe,  in  all  tyme  to  come,  ane  moderate  Pallour,  [and] 
in  fo  farre  as  he  may  be  able,  ane  Bifchop  preferyvit  by  Paul,  and  to  fub- 
mitt  his  lyfe  and  doctrine  to  the  judgement  [and  cenfure]  of  the  Generall 
Aflemblie,  without  any  reelamatioun,  provocatioun,  or  appellatioun  ther- 
fra  in  any  tyme  comeing  : 

For  his  Majefties  fatiffa6tioun,  and  to  give  teflimonie  with  quhat  good 
will  we  wald  obey  his  Hienes,  in  fo  farre  as  we  might  and  ought,  or 
in  confcience  we  may  ;  and  for  the  good  hope  we  have  of  his  Majefties 
[favourable]  concurrence  in  building  of  the  houfe  of  God,  and  for  quyet- 
nes  to  continue  in  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme ;  and  becaule  the 
proces  of  excommunicatioun  was  led,  and  the  fentence  pronuncit  dureing 
the  tyme  of  the  conference,  quhervpon  his  Majeltie  lies  takin  occalion  of 
offence,  quhilk,  for  many  good  caufes,  were  convenient  to  be  removit ; 
We  will  forbeare  to  examine  the  faid  proces,  or  to  decyde  quhatfoevir 
provocatioun  or  appellatioun  ;  or  to  call  in  doubt  the  legalitie  [or  forme] 
of  the  faid  proceffe,  or  condemn  the  faid  Synodall ;  yet,  for  the  relpects 
forfaids,  and  for  good  and  weghtie  conlideratiouns,  we  hald  the  faicl  pro- 
ces [and  fentence]  as  vnled,  vndeducit  or  pronuncit,  and  repone  the  faid 
Bifchop,  in  all  refpecls  lb  [far]  as  may  concerne  the  faid  proceile  and  fen- 
tence of  excommunication,  in  the  former  efiate  he  was  in  immediately  be- 
for  the  fame,  lykeasno  proces  or  fentence  had  bein  [led  and]  dedueeitagains 
him ;  provyding  always  he  obferve  quhat  lies  bein  proinifed  be  him  in  the  pre- 
mifJes,  and  behave  himfelfe  duetifullie  in  his  vocatioun  in  all  tyme  comeing. 

[Touching  Articles  to  be  proponed  to  his  MajeMie  and  Counfel  :  Certain 
being  conceived  in  write  and  read  in  Affembly,  were  ordained  to  be  prefent- 
ed  and  craved,  whereof  the  tenor  follows.   C.  &  B.] 

[Humble  petitions  of  the  Miniftry,  conveened  at  the  Generall  Affem- 
bly of  the  Kirk,  to  the  Kings  Majeltie,  for  fome  matters  tending  to 
the  eilablifhing  of  the  Policy  of  the  fame  Kirk.  C] 

It  will  pleafe  5>our  Majeltie  to  take  fome  fubftantious  ordour,  how  the 
countrey  may,  without  delay,  be  purgit  of  the  peftiferous  feel  of  Jefuites; 
ipeciallie  of  i'uch  quho  for  the  freindihip  in  the  North  is  hielie  authorizit  ; 
quho,  althogh  they  have  bein  fummound  to  vnderly  the  law,  and  afiYle 
fummound  for  that  effect,  get  thair  none  compearance  being  difpenlit  with, 
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tbey  frielie  gangand  throw  the  countrey,  meaning  nothing  leffe  then  i 
I'.iri,  and  Jefuites  foorth  of  the  South  and  foorth  of  franco   repairin 
new  to  them. 

Item,  That   feeing  papiftry  abounds   in   tli  Ion   of 

fcant   of  qualified    Minifters   therin,    for  laick  of  fufficicnt  provilioun   and 
ftipend  ;  and  therfor  thai    allignatiouns  I  them  conformable 

vnto   tlic    Miniftrie  in  the  South  ;  and  that  the  thrids  th 
to  the  Kirks  in  the  South,  ((tihill  thair  awin  Kirks  be  firfl  ■    fu tlic  i- 

entlie ;  and  fuch  as  hes  bein  vtherwayes  difponit  [may]  be  dilchar 

;.  That  Jud  ■  a  may  be  appointit  in  all  fhyres  for  cxecutioun  of  the  act- 
of   Parliament,    made  againfi  the  breakers  i  I    the  Sabl  .   adult'  i 

and  fuch  oppin  trangreiiburs  i  fGods  law. 

t.  That,  in  the  cheife  burrowftounes,    thi  r  be  I  j  ordinar    !■  tymes 

in  the  weik,  befyd  the  difcipline,  vilitatioun  of  the  feik,  ordinal-  to  P 

vthers   ch  ir g .  -  ;  that    two    Minifters  [therfor]   bo  appointit  to   fuch 
town.-. 

That  ordour  may  be  takin  how  the  Coll  Kirks  may  be  fervit. 

ti.  That  ordour  may  be  takin  for   manfes  .^<\  to  Minifters  m 

and  relidence  at  Abbay  Kirks;  as  alfo  fuch  i  or  fall   have   maul. 

gleibs,  fall  have  thair  necelTars  therto,  fuch  as  fewell  and  paftoui       .    with 
feale  and  divot,  as  was  wont  [to  be]  of  befoir. 

~.  That  all  gifts  of  benefices  having  the  cure  of  faules  annexit  to  t! 
difponit  be  hi-  Majeftie  plenojure,   and  not  qualified  perfons  prefentit  to 
them  with  ordinar  tryall  and  collatioun  following  theron,  may  he  declairit, 
rding  to  the  Kings  Majefties  lawis   already  made,   null;  and  that   his 
tiienes  will  give  new  presentations  thervpon  to  qualified  perfoi  !  the 

nullitie  of  tin1  former  gift  to   be  difcufled  afweill  be  way  of  exceptioun  as 

actioun. 

That  all  prefentationes  or  gifts  of  benefices  of  cure  leffe  nor  Prelaci<  -,  dif- 
ponit, a-  weill  he  his  Majeflie  a-  [be  ]  a  law  it  patrone,  vtherwayes  then  to  qua- 
lified Minifl  .  .11  any  dinar  forme  not  allowable  to  the  commoun 
law  of  the  municipall  laws  of  this  real  me,  and  forme  ril  in  the  reformat 
Kirk  of  the  fame  lima'  his  Majefties  coronatioun,  may  he  annullit,  and  new 
prelentations  granted  to  qualified  Minifi  dmitting  the  nullitie  to  be 
difcufled  afweill  be  way  <  f  exceptioun  as  aclioun. 

rhat  all  collatioui  tit    be   men   that    had  no  commifEoun,  nor 

Lefiafticall  funclioun  in  the  Kirk,    nor   of  that   place  and   countrie  ti. 
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tyme  of  the  giving1  of  the  collatioun,  to  be  declairit  null,  and  the  fruites  fe- 
queilrat,  at  the  lead  quhill  the  perfons  claimand  rycht  be  fuch  collatioun,  be 
of  new  examined,  tryed,  and  admitted,  if  he  be  found  worthie  be  them 
quho  falbe  appointed  for  that  effect,  and  authorized  be  this  prefent 
Affemblie. 

10.  That  the  benefices  of  cure  vnder  prelacies,  quhervnto  Miniilers  are 
admitted,  may  be  frie  from  payment  of  the  fir  it  fruites  and  fyft  penny,  and 
may  have  their  hgnatours  of  prefentatioun  exped  be  the  Privie  Seale,  on 
his  Majefties  awin  fubfcriptioun  only  and  the  Secretars,  without  any  pay- 
ment or  caution  found  to  the  Thefaurer  ;  and  fuch  poore  men  as  lies  al- 
readie  payit  or  found  cautioun  [for  payment,]  quherof  my  Lord  Thefaurer 
lies  not  alreadie  chargit  him  in  his  comptis,  to  have  the  fame  refoundit  to 
them,  or  diibhargeit. 

11.  Seing  the  fault  of  nou  depryving  the  vnworthie,  culpable,  and  non 
rehdent  Miniilers  proceids  of  this,  that  fundrie  of  the  Bifchops  hes  bein 
negligent  in  fundrie  places  ;  in  fome  vther  parts  ther  are  no  Bifchops  or 
Commiilioners,  and  fo  the  a6ls  are  not  execute  ;  the  Bookes  of  Modifica- 
tioun  full  of  [a  number  of]  fuch  perfons  as  hes  nevir  lhawin  themfelves  as 
[Miniilers:]  That,  therfor,  ane  commiilioun  be  given  to  ane  or  ma  quali- 
fied perfons,  [Miniilers,]  to  iitt  in  Edinburgh,  and  call  the  non  refidents,  and 
vthers  delatit  to  be  worthie  of  deprivatioun,  and  deprive  them,  quher  ther 
may,  be  coniultatione  of  Iearnit  men  had,  and  the  proces  may  be  led  without 
boail  or  feare. 

]Q.  It  is  heavilie  complainit  be  many  poore  men,  Miniilers  and  Reidars, 
having  perfonages  and  viccarages  ailignit  to  them  for  thair  ilipends,  that  they 
are  exorbitantly  and  vngodly  vfed  in  taxatiounes,  thair  benefices  being  lang 
iyne  decayit  throw  the  want  of  corps  prefents,  vpmoil  claithes,  pafeh  fynes, 
offerands,  and  fuch  lyke  things,  vfuallie  payit  in  time  of  Papiilrie,  quhilk 
was  the  principal!  part  [of  the  rents]  of  many  perfonages  and  viccarages  ; 
and  get  they  man  pay  the  extremitie  of  the  auld  taxatioun  according  to 
the  rait  as  rentalls  then  were,  at  the  leail  without  any  releife  ;  quher  the 
moil  part  of  the  Prelates  exeimit  from  preaching  or  fervice  in  the  Kirk, 
gets  thair  haill  relief  of  the  poore  fewars  and  vaflals  :  and  that  therfor 
ther  may  be  found  more  equitable  ordour  of  taxatioun  appointit  for  the 
tyme  to  come. 

13.  That  it  will  pleafe  his  Grace  to  caufe  coniider  quhat  prelacies  hes 
vaikit  fince  the  act  of  Parliament  made  in  October  1,581  ;  and  that  fpecial 
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adignatioun  be  made  for  (uftentatioun  > > t*  tin*  Miniftera  of  the  kirk-  belong- 
ing to  them,  of  (he  readied  fruits  of  the  lame  kirks  ;  vtherwayes  the  pro- 
vilioun  according  to  the  a<  t  to  be  declairit  mill. 

II.  That  tin'  Bifchops,  Commiflionera  of  Argyle,  and  of  the  Ylea,  maj 
be  (ubiecl  to  attend  vpon  the  Affemblies  Generall,  and  to  keip  thair  Exer- 
ciies  and  Synodall  Airemblies,  ;h  in  vther  part-  of  thia  real  me,  qubilk  is 
ane  furtherance  to  the  Kings  Majeftiea  obedience;  (ince  vtherwayes  the) 
appeir  as  exeimit  out  of  his  dominioun. 

15.  That  his  Majeftie  will  get  give  directiouns  to  fome  perfona  of  ex- 
perience an  1  good  will,  to  fearch,  inquyre,  and  try  the  true  eftate  of  tin* 
rents  of  all  prelaciea  ami  vth<  r  beneficea  at  this  prefent,  [ami]  in  whole  de- 
fault, and  be  quhat  occalioun  they  are  hurt  and  difraembrit,  tint  thereafter 
the  hell  remedie-  thai  is  pollihle  may  he  eonfid  lerit  and  provydit  tor  help- 
ing of  them  heirafter,  both  for  the  weill  of  the  Kin/  and  the  Kirk. 

Hi.  Thai  hi-  Majeftie  will  caufe  the  Lord-  of  Seflioun  declare,  Whither 
his  Iliene-  or  the  Erie  of(  )rknay  b  it  to  the  patron 

of  Orknay  ami  Zetland,  to  the  effecT;  that  title- of  beneficea  com]'. nit  to 
poore  men,  Minifters,  he  not  ay  in  dangi  r  of  annulling,  vpon  vncertainty 
of  the  right  of  the  patronagi    . 

17.  That  no  perfons  or  ftipends  be  put  in  the  Booke  of  Modificatioun, 
but  only  liu-h  a-  the  Commidioners  of  the  Kirk  ili.ll  affirme  and  teftifie 
vpon  thair  trneth  to  he  qualified  perfons,  [and  actually]  making  refidence 
at  thair  kirk-. 

IS.  That  viccarrage  pen!',  ners  or  (lallars,  as  they  vaik,  after  deceis  or 
deprivatioun  of  the  prefent  polTeiTours,  may  accreffe  to  he  joynit  to  the 
principal!  benefice,  and  to  he  aflignit  to  the  Minifter  hi  hi-  living  and 
ftipend. 

19.  That  all  Reidars  provydit  to  viccari  r  ftipends  of  befor,   may 

bruik  the  lame  quhill  thair  d<  ceia  or  deprivation  ;  and  nane  to  he  admittit 
to  the  title  of  any  benefice  of  cure  or  llipend  in  the  Booke  of  Modificatioun, 
in  tyme  comeing,  bot  qualified  Mini!! 

.  That  the  bail!  rents  of  the  benefices  of  cure  vnder  prelacies,  difponit 
to  Miniftera  Gnce  hi-  Hienes  coronatioun,  b  it  bail!,   mid  allowit  to 

them  in  thair  [livings  and]  ftipends. 

21.  That  the  judgement  <>1  all  1  irning  deprivatioun  of  Mini- 

fters from  benefices  in  the  fecond  inftance,  la  11  com  •  he  way  of  appellatioun 
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to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  ther   take  finall   end,    and  not   before  the 
Lords  of  Seflioun  be  way  of  reduction. 


Seffio  l?a- 

The  quhilk  day  Mr  Andro  Hunter,  Minifter,  made  proteftatioun  pub- 
licklie  in  the  Affemblie  as  follows,  viz.  That  in  refpecl;  that  the  Provinciall 
Ademblie  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  gatherit  together  in  his  name,  and  haldin 
at  San6l  Androes  the  12  day  of  Apryle  1586,  for  manifeft  crymes  [and] 
oppin  contumacie,  hes  juftlie  and  formallie,  according  to  the  word  of  God 
and  fincere  cuitome  of  the  Kirk  of  God,  excommunicat  Mr  Patrick  Adam- 
fone  ;  and  that  in  this  AITemblie  they  take  on  them  to  abfolve  the  laid  Mr 
Patrick  from  the  faid  fentence  [of  excommunicatioun,]  the  proceffe  not 
being  tryed  nor  heard  in  publick,  the  perfon  excommunicat  not  fhewing 
no  figns  of  true  repentance,  nor  craving  the  faid  abfolvitour  be  himfelfe 
nor  his  procurators  befor  the  verie  tyme  [quherin]  they  abfolve  him  : 
He  therfor  for  his  part,  and  in  name  of  all  vther  true  brether  and  Chrifti- 
ans  quho  will  [be]  participat  heirof,  taks  God  to  record  of  the  dealing  of 
that  Provincial  and  [this]  Generall  Affembly  ;  proteftit  alfo  befor  the  Al- 
mightie,  his  holy  angels,  and  fantes  heir  conveinit,  that  he  hes  no  affurance 
in  Gods  Word  nor  of  confcience,  to  affent,  allow  or  approve  [this]  his  ab- 
folvitour [yielded  unto  be  them  ;]  and,  therfor,  vnto  the  tyme  he  perceive 
his  converfioun  to  be  true  and  effeetuall,  he  cannot  but  bald  him  a  man 
juftlie  delyverit  to  Satan,  notwithftanding  this  his  abfolutioun  :  And  this 
his  proteilation  fubfcrivit  with  his  hand,  he  defyrit  to  be  regiltrat  ad 
perpetuam  memoriam ;  and  therwithall  gave  in  the  fpeciall  reafones 
moving  him  therto,  premittit  vnto  the  faid  proteftatioun,  as  the  original!  at 
lenth  beares. 

Mrs  Andro  Melvill  and  Thomas  Buchannan  adherit  to  the  proteftatioun 
made  befor. 

[Forafmuch  as  Mr  Patrick  Adamfon,  Bilchop  of  San6t  Androes,  hath 
be  his  fubmiffion  underwritten,  and  prefented  to  the  Generall  Affembly  of 
the  Kirk,  daited  at  Halierudehous  the  20  day  of  May  1586,  and  fubfcribed 
with  his  hand,  declared,  that  in  Gods  prefence  he  folemnly  denyed,  that  he 
either  publickly  profeffed,  neither  meaned  in  any  fort  to  acclaim  a  fupremacie 


—      — .  ^.- 
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:.  be  Judge  to  the  Kirk,  <>r  any  Affembly  lawfully  con veened,  or  ever 
allowed  the  fame  to  have  a  ground  in  Gods  Word  ;  and  it'  he  li  id  fo  done, 
it  bad  been  an  errour  and  againfl  hi>  confcience  : 

hem,  Denyed,  thai  in  the  late  Synodall  Affembly  at  Sancl  Androes  he 
acclaimed  to  be  Judge  thereto  ;  and  if  he  did,  in  that  he  erred,  and  will 
remitt  him  to  the  brethren  prefent,   and  crave  overfigl  "eof,   and  pro- 

mife  a  good  behaviour  in  time  to  come  : 

[tern,  He  will  in  Gods  prefence  promife  to  acclaim  no  Further  than  h. 
mayjuftly  be  Gods  word,  and  according  to  the  late  conference;  and  ilull 
race  endeavour  him  in  all  time  comeing,  to  (hew  himfelf  i'i  all 
behalfs  a  moderate  Paftour,  and  fo  far,  as  he  may  be  able,  a  BiJ  b 
prefcribed  be  Paul  ;  and  fubmit  the  tryal  of  his  life  and  d  ictrine  t»  the 
judgment  and  cenfure  of  the  Generall  AQ  smbly  in   all  tii 

ling  to  the  Word  of  God  ;  as  the  faid  writ  ling  tubfcribe  I.  as  [aid  is,  be 
the  faid  Bifchop,  my  Lord  Juftic  Ic,  Mr  Peter  Young  and  Mr  Georg 

Young  witnels  beareth  :  — 

Therefor,  and  for  hi>  Majefties  fatiffaction,  an  I  I  i  teftiniony  with 

what  good  will   the  laid  Affembly  would   obey  his   H  r  as   th( 

ought,  or  in  confcience  may  ;  and  for  good  hope  they  have  in  his  Mai  eft  i 
favourable  concurrence  in  building  of  the  boufe  ol  God  ;  and  for  a  quiet- 
nefs  to  continue  in  the  Kirk  of  God  within  this  realme  ;  and  becaus  I 
procefs  of  excommunication  was  led  againll  the  faid  i.:.  >p,  and  the  fen- 
tence  pronunced  during  the  time  of  the  conference  ;  \vb  ireupon  bis  Ma- 
jefty  has  taken  occafion  of  offence,  which,  for  many  good  caufe  ,  were 
convenient  to  be  removed  ;    They  will  therefor  forbear  to  examine  the  (aid 

cefs,  or  decide  whatfomever  provocation  or  appellation,  or  call  in  doubt 
the  legalit]  <>r  forme  of  the  faid   procefs,   or  condemn  the  Synodal  ;    j 
for  the  rei  >refaids,  and  upon  good  and  weighty  coniiderations,  they 

hold  the  faid  procels  and  fentence  as  unled,  and  undeduced  <>r  pronunced, 
and  repone  the  faid  Bifhop  in  all  reipecfe,  fo  far  as  may  concern  the  faid 
uroc(  Is,  and  fentence  of  excommunication,  in  the  former  eltate  be  was  im- 
mediatly  b  .  like  as  no  procefs  and  fentence  had  been  led  and 

Tainft  him  ;  providing  always  be  obferve  what  bath  been  pro- 
miied  ho  him  in  the  premifles,  and  behave  bimfelf  dutiefully  in  his  vocation 
in  time  coming.  (  , 

1     i  shing  the  ( lommiffioners  nominated   be  the   Kings  Majeftie  lo  \ 
after   fpecified:     The  General    '.  ly  of  the  !virk   advi 
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with  the  qualities  of  the  faid  perfons,  and  every  one  of  them,  hath  admitted, 
and  admitteth  them  to  the  laid  charge  in  the  particular  bounds,  as  fol- 
loweth  : — 

That  is  to  fay,  Robert  Grahame  to  Cathnes  ;  Mr  John  Robertfon  to 
Rofs  ;  Mr  John  Keith  to  Murray  ;  Mr  George  Hay  to  Bamf ;  Mr  Peter 
Bleckburn  to  Aberdeen  ;  John  Arelkin  of  Dun  to  Angus  and  Mernes ; 
James  Anderfon  to  Dumblane  ;  Mr  James  Bryfon  to  Nithildale  ;  Mr 
David  Lindfay  to  Lothian  ;  Mr  Andrew  Clayhills  to  Merce  and  Tiviot- 
dale  ;  John  Duncanfon  to  Galloway  ;  John  Porterfield  to  Keile,  Cari6l, 
and  Cuninghame  ;  Mr  Andrew  Hay  to  Clidefdale,  Ranfrew  and  Lennox  : 
and  this  their  commiilion  for  the  fpace  of  a  year. 

Touching  beneficed  perfons  meriting  deprivation  :  The  AfTembly  hath 
nominated  their  brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  John 
Craig,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifli,  John  Brand,  and  any  three  of  them,  to  proceed 
againfl  fuch  perfons,  conforme  to  a  commiflion  to  be  granted  to  them  be 
the  Kings  Majeltie,  with  advice  of  his  Counfel  to  that  effe6l.  C] 

All  Minifters  are  exhortit  and  admonifhit  to  judge  charitablie  of  vthers, 
albeit  ther  be  diverfitie  in  thair  opiniouns  and  vottis,  remitting  every  man 
to  God  and  his  confcience  ;  and  that  none  publicklie  or  in  pulpitt  quarrell 
or  impugne  the  determinatioun  of  the  Generall  Aflemblie  concerning  the 
appellatioun  from  the  fentence  of  the  Synod  of  Fyffe. 


Seffio  18a 

The  brethren  direct  to  the  Kings  Majeflie  with  certaine  articles,  erave- 
ing  prefent  refolutioun,  reportit  his  Majefties  anfuer,  That  in  the  haill 
heids  fand  litle  difficultie  except  quliilk  is  noted  with  his  Majefties  hand  : 
His  Hienes  aggried. 


[The  tenor  of  the  laid  Articles.  C] 

1 .  That  ther  be  Generall  Aflemblies  once  every  geir,   and  aftir  pro  re 
nata. 
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Matters  to  1"'  trailed  in  the  Provincial  Allemblies. 

1.  Thir  Affemblies  arc  conftitut  for  weighty  matters  neceffar  to  be  en- 
treated be  mutual  confent  and  affiftance  of  the  brethren  within  the  Pro- 
vince, as  mail  requireth. 

Iffemblie  hath  power  to  handle,   order  and  redrefs   all  tin. 
omniitted  or  done  amifs  in  the  Particular  Afiembli*   • 

It  hath  power  to  depofe  the  office  bearers  of  that  Province,  lor  good 
and  jull  caufes  deferving  deprivation. 

His  Majeftie  agreed  not  with  this  article,  hut  in  this  manner:      It  hath 
i  r  to  depoie  the  office  bearers  id"  that  Province,  except  Commiffioners 
and  Bilhops. 

1.  And  generally  thir  Affemblies  have  the  whole  power  of  the  Particular 
Elderfhips  [or  Prefbyteries]  whereof  they  are  to  he  collected.  <  . 

Matter-  to  he  intreattit  in  the  Prefbyteries. 

1.  The  power  of  Prefbitries  is  to  give  diligent  labours   in   tl 
committit  to  thair  charge,  that  the  kirk-  he  keipit  in  good  ordour;    to  in- 
quyre  diligentlie  of  naughtie  and  vngodlie  perfons,   and  travel!  to  bring 
them  in  the  w;,-  ie,]   he  admonitioun  and  threatning  of  Gods  ju 

ments,  i  rredtioun. 

iJ.   It  appertaines  to  them  to  take  heid  that  the  Word  of  God  he  purelie 
within   thair  hounds,   the  (acraments  rightlie   miniftred,   the    dif- 
cipline  mantained,  and  the  eccleiiafticall  rncorruptedlie  diftribute. 

It  belongs  to  them  to  caufe  the  ordinances  made   he   the  Allelic 
Provincial  and  Generall,  to  he  keipit  and  put  in  executioun. 

1.  To  make  conftitutiouns  quhilk  srns  to  irpetroi  in  the  Kirk,  or 

lour  for  the  particular  kirk-  quher   they  governe  ;  provyding   they 
alter  no  rules  made  be  the  Provinciall  or   General!    Affemblies;  and  that 
In-  Provinciall-  forfaids  privie  to  the  rules  that  they  fall  make  ; 
abolifch  conftitutiouns  tending  to  the  hurt  of  the  liune. 
power  t  amunicat  the  obftinat. 

II  ried  vnto  this   IV  ft   article   after   this  manner:      It   bes 

power  to  excommunicat  the  obftinat,   formal!  proces  being  led.   and   dvw 
i  ii  t  * 
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6.  Faults  to  be  cenfured  in  the  Prefbytrie  :  Herefie,  papillrie,  apoftafie, 
idolatrie,  witchcraft,  confulters  with  witches,  contempt  of  the  Word,  not 
retorting  to  the  Word,  continuance  in  blafphemie  againlt  God  and  his 
trueth,  perjurie,  incett,  adulterie,  fornicatioun,  [commoun]  drunkennes. 

Thir  things  for  the  prefent,  and  farther  quhill  ordour  be  takin  in  the 
conference. 

Anent  Particular  Kirks  :  If  they  be  lawfullie  rulit  be  [fufficient]  Mi- 
nitlers  and  Seffioun,  they  have  power  and  jurifdiclioun  of  their  awin  con- 
gregatioun  in  matters  ecclefiailicall,  to  take  ordour  therwith  ;  and  things 
that  they  cannot  decyde,  to  bring  them  to  the  Prefbyterie. 

Farther,  It  was  fhawin  to  the  laid  AlTemblie  be  the  brether  dire6l  to  his 
Majeftie,  that  his  Grace  declairit,  That,  for  tryall  of  any  llander  in  the 
lyfe  and  converfatioun  and  doclrine  of  Bifchops  or  Commiffioners,  the  faid 
AlTemblie  fould  appoint  a  number  of  brether  in  every  Province,  having 
power  from  the  laid  AlTemblie  to  try  them  and  take  probatioun,  lead  proces 
therin  betuixt  and  the  nixt  AlTemblie,  if  occafioun  tail  fall  out ;  remitting 
the  finall  fentence  and  determinatioun  to  the  laid  Generall  AlTemblie. 

The  Generall  AlTemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  power  and  commiflioun 
to  certain  brether  of  every  Province  to  fummound  befor  them  refpecliue, 
at  fuch  day  and  place  as  they  fall  think  expedient,  the  Bifchops  and  Com- 
millioners, if  they  find  occaiioun  of  llander  to  arife  be  them  in  lyfe,  doc- 
trine, or  converlatton,  at  any  tyme  betuixt  and  the  nixt  Generall  AlTem- 
blie ;  and  to  try  and  take  probatioun  therof,  lead  and  deduce  procelTe 
againft  them,  to  the  Tentence  exclulive  ;  remittand  the  finall  judgement 
therin  to  the  faid  Generall  AlTemblie,  [while  order  may  be  taken  be  uni- 
form confent  of  the  brethren  ;  that  is  to  lay,  Mr  Robert  Inneis,  William 
Gray,  Andrew  Anderfon,  for  the  Commiliioner  of  Cathnefs  ;  Mr  George 
Munroe,  Robert  Munro,  Fin  lay  Manibne,  Andrew  Mylne,  Mr  John 
Rofs,  for  RoTs  ;  Mr  James  Dundafs,  Mr  Alexander  Dowglafs,  Mr  William 
Dowglals,  Mr  Alexander  Rowfone,  Mr  John  Inneis,  Mr  Thomas  Howifon, 
for  the  Commillioners  of  Murrey  ;  Mr  James  Duff,  Mr  Gilbert  Gairden, 
John  Philip,  Mr  John  Knox,  for  the  Commillioners  of  Bamf;  Mr  George 
Paterfon,  Mr  Walter  Stuart,  James  Reid,  John  Strauchan,  Mr  John 
Strauchen,  Mr  Thomas  Billet,  Mr  Duncan  Davidfon,  David  Howifone, 
for  the  Commillioners  of  Aberdeen  ;  William  Chrillefon,  Mr  Andrew 
Mylne,  Mr  William  Morefone,  Mr  James  Melvill,  Mr  James  Balfour,  Mr 
Paul  Frazer,  John  Dure,  for  Angus  and  Mernes  ;   David  Fergufone,  John 


I1VERSA1  LK  OF  SCO'I  L  WD. 

Dyki  r  John  Caldcleucb,   Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  David   Lin 

Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Adam  Johnfton,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifh,  or  any  fev< 
them,  to  trv  the  Bifchop  of  Sand  An  ,  if  any  new  Qander  or  offence 

fall  out  ;   Mr  Patrick  Gallows  William  Reid,  Mr  William  Edmifton, 

Mr  William  Glalfe,  Mr  John  Abercrumme,   Patrick  We  mes,  Bif- 

chop  of  Dunkelden  ;   Mr   Andrew  Young,    Mr  William  Stirline,    Mr  Ar- 
thur.' Futhie,    Patrick  Gillefpie,  for   Dumblane ;   Mr    Robert   Pont, 

i  Dagleith,  Mr  Walter  Balcanquell,  John  Brand,  Mr  Andrew 
ball,    Mr  Patrick  Symplon,    Mr  .John  Hall,    Mr  Adam  Johnftoun,   for 
thian ;  John  Clapp<  Jtorie,    William    Balfour,    Robert 

Futhie,    Mr  Archbald  Dowglats,   for  Merce  and  Tiviotdale ;   Mr  Ninian 
M  clemoguhan,  James  Doddis,  and  the  Minifler  bitterne  and  Dum- 

freis,  for  Nithifdaill ;  John  Mack.  Mr  Peter  Prym  John  In 

Mr  David   Mylne,    Mr    Robert   Wilkie,    Mr   William   Strang,  for   i. 
Carict  and  Cuninghame  ;    Mr  Andrew  Polwart,  Mr  John  Hamilto 
Patrick  Sharp,  Mr  Patrick  Davidfone,  Mr  David  W<  Mr  John  David 

Davidfone,  for  Cliddiidaill,    Renfrew  and  Lennox;  and   thir  brethren  to 
report  their  procefle  and  tryall  to  the  next  Affemblie,  where  fenten 
be  pronunced   according  to  the  qualitie  and  circumftances   of  the  action  : 
and  the  (amen  brethren  refpective'  according  to  their  Countries  or    I 
and  be  Affeflbrs  to  the  Comraiffioners  of  their  Countries,  and  with  the 
vice  of  their  Pre(byteries,  in  taking  tryall  of  perfons  prefented  to  benefi 
and  admitting  of  them  ;  except  in  Fife,  where  there  are  appointed  AiTeJTors 
to  the  Bifhop,  David  Fergufone,   John  Dykes,    Mr  Adam  Mitchell,   John 
,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  Mr  James  Wilkie,  Mr  James  Martine.  C] 

Anent  Moderatours  of  Prefbyteries  :     Quhill  farder  ordour  be  tane, 
i-  aggreeil  that quher  the  Biichopsand  CommilConers  make  tbairrefide 
that  in  thefe  Prefbyteries  they  falbe  Moderatours,    except  in  Fyffe,  qui 
be  hi<  Majefties  advyce,  Mr  Robert  Wilkie  is  continuit  Moderatour  of  the 
Prelbytrie  ofSanet  Androes  until)  the  nixt  Synodal!  Affemblie. 

At  the  Rite  of  the  Affemblie,   his  Majeilies  Commifljonerc 
that  the  priveledge  quhilk  the  Kirk  had  in  the  SeQioun,  of  two  dayi 
the  weike  for  calling  thair  actiouns,   lalbe  I   John  ! 

and  Mr  Johne  Grahame  to  be  ordinal-  waiter-  on  theron. 

Sicklyke  aggreit  with  advyce  of  the  faids   Commiflioners,   that  James 
Mowat  be  Solicitor  for  the  Kirk,  if  Mr  (o  Mackifonand  hi 

The  Genera]  Affembly  giveth  full  power  and  commiffion  to  their 
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brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifh,  Mr 
Walter  Balcanquell,  Mr  Adam  Johnftoun,  John  Brand,  his  Majeities  Mi- 
nifters,  with  fuch  others  nominated  in  the  commiflion  given  for  depriving 
beneficed  Miniilers,  &c.  that  mail  happen  to  be  prefent,  to  prefent  vnto  his 
Majellie  and  Couniell  the  humble  petitiouns,  complaints,  articles  and  heids 
delyverit  to  them,  and,  with  all  due  reverence  and  humble  obedience,  to 
crave  his  Majeities  aniuer  thervnto  ;  treat,  conferre,  and  reafon  thervpon, 
and  vpon  fuch  heids  and  articles  as  falbe,  on  his  Majefties  behalfe,  or  be  his 
Graces  Commiflioners,  proponit  to  them  ;  and  quhat  heirin  beis  proceidit, 
to  report  to  the  nixt  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk.  C.  &  B.] 

[Anent  Miniilers  that  are  not  provided  to  flocks:  The  Commiflioners 
directed  to  the  King  mall  travaill  that  they  may  be  placed  be  advyce  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Countries  and  Prefbytries.  C.J 

Anent  the  excommimicatioun  of  Mr  James  Melvill,  Minifler  of  Kilryn- 
nie,  and  certaine  brether  of  FyfTe,  be  Patrick  Hamiltoun  and  Samuel  Cun- 
inghame  :  The  Aflemblie  ordaines  the  Prelbyterie  of  San6t  Androes  to 
take  tryall  in  that  matter,  and  put  ordour  to  the  fame,  according  to  the 
qualitie  of  the  offence. 


The  eflate  and  ordour  of  the  Prelbitries,  with  the  bounds  of  the  Com- 
millioners,  pre  fen  tit  be  my  Lord  Clerk  of  Regilter,  and  fett  downe 
be  his  Lordihips  travells,  at  the  requeilt  of  the  Kirk. 


gETLAND. 


Tingwell. 

Whytnes. 

Vefdeale. 

Quhalfa. 

Skerres. 

Netting. 

Lunailing. 

Braflay. 

Burray. 

Sandfling. 

Ethfling. 


Sandnes. 

Papa. 

Fula. 

Vaus. 

Olaberrie. 

San6l  Colmes  Kirk. 

CroffeKirk  [inNorthmaving.] 

Delting. 

Olnafirth. 

Stalifta. 

Fetlare. 
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I  [ammabo. 
Rafuird. 

It. 

Sandwick. 


Cunilbrugh. 
ce  Kirk. 
Fail 
Bui 
Dunrofn 


Orknay. 


Kirkwall. 

Hoy. 

t  ( )laua 

Ki 

rk. 

( Jrimfay. 

Birla. 

i6t  Nicolas  Kirk. 

Harray. 

Marie  Kirk. 

Saint  Ami: 

Kirk  and  Dein 

Peter  Kirk  in  St  r  on  fa 

Holme. 

Etl 

Orfare. 

, 

Stanehoufe. 

Ladie  Croce  Kirk  '  in  Wi 

Firth. 

Papa  Veftra. 

Euie. 

I  .adie  Kirk. 

Randell. 

Croce  Kirk. 

[nhallow. 

Kirk  in  Sanda 

Stroranes. 

[and  North  Ronaldfay.] 

Sandwii 

Shapinfay. 

RulTay. 

lie  Kirk  in  Burnwick. 

iffay. 

Peeter  Kirk. 

Weir.  " 

Strownay. 

Vallis. 

Burray. 

Flat' 

All  in  Smith  Rannali 

.  ay. 

C.\  I  H 


eik. 
.  ir. 
Vaiting. 

(  'annilbie. 


Dunnett. 
Halkirk. 
SktMnnihair. 
Olrick. 
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Lathroonie. 

Ardurnes. 

Thurfe. 

Farre. 

Ray. 

SOUTHERLAND. 

Affint. 

Kilmalchie 

Dornoch. 

Clyne. 

Creich. 

Loth. 

Lerg. 

Kildonan. 

Roggert. 

Ros. 


Kincardin. 

Taine. 

Eddertaine. 

Nig. 

Terbert. 

Kilmuire  Eider. 

Logie  Eifter. 

Roiken. 

Newmakyle. 

Alnes. 

Kilterne. 

Linlair. 

Dingwell. 

Chanrie  [of  Rofmerky.] 

Aua. 

Kilmuire  Welter. 

Arthurfeir. 

Foddertie. 

Killernan. 

Suddie. 

Kinnettes. 


Vrquhart. 

Logie  Wefler. 

Vrray. 

Cullickden. 

Kilmorack. 

Kirk  Chrylt. 

Kirk  Michell. 

Contane. 

Cromartie. 

Lochbroonie. 

Lochalfie. 

Lochcarron. 

Gerlock. 

Applecroce. 

Kyntaill. 

Inuernes. 

Bowoche. 

Farnway. 

Croy. 

Moy. 

Pettie. 


UNIVERSALL  KIRK  01  >TLAND. 

Bracbtie.  ( lonveth. 

Bravanie.  Comer. 

Dallarafch.  Aberta 

Lundich.  Kynni< 

Dawie.  Lagane. 

Durris.  Skir. 

Dacus.  Alloway. 
Bollefkine.  thiemun 

Vardlaw.  Kincardin. 


Murray  . 

For;  pynay. 

Edincalchie.  Kinedfl 

Altar.  Ellie. 

Raff  Dui 

Ardclacbe.  Ougftoun. 

Dob  Dupple. 

Alves.  Iluthw 

Landbryd.  Aberloure. 

Dyke.  Skirclurikin. 

Moy.  Pittintbir. 

Aldearne.  Birnay. 

Niiinic.  Rotl 

Kirmicbaell.  Vrqub 

Enneralloch.  Bellie. 

Knokandoch.  Kinnor. 

Vrquhart.  Dunbennen. 

Glenmorielloun.  Botter. 

Ennerawin.  Elchis. 

Douthill.  Glafe. 

Vbernetbie.  Garlay. 

Abdie.  Drumffalgie. 
Croroadaill.  th. 

fin.  Rothem 
Sancl  Androes  Kirk. 
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Drumblait. 
Murthlache. 
Dummeth. 
Carbroch. 


Effe. 

Rind. 

Achindour. 


Bamff. 


Rath  wen. 

Fo  rlken. 

Durdouch. 

Kincallartie. 

Fordice. 

Cullen. 

Defkfuird. 

Orgouthill. 

Bamfe. 

Innerbundyne. 

Alnethie. 

Forgline. 

Ennerkitlmie. 

Aberchirdour. 

Gemry. 

Kingedward. 

TurrefF. 

Auchterles. 


Forgline. 

Deir. 

Fetterangus. 

Lundlay. 

Methlick. 

Tarwes. 

Pettringay. 

Crichmund. 

Rath  in. 

Lummay. 

Cruden. 

Slains. 

Furvay. 

Allan. 

Tyre. 

Aberdoure. 

Fillorth. 


Aberdein. 


Logie  Buehan. 

Foveran. 

Balhelvie. 

Anld  Aberdein. 

Monycabok. 

New  Aberdein. 

Nige. 


Banchorie. 

Marieculter 

Peterculter. 

Dilmaick. 

Duris. 

Dyce. 

Fintrav. 
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Kintoir.  Keige. 

Kinnellan.  Lochinhill  [  Leochel.  | 

Skene.  M  on  \  iiiulk. 

Kinnairnie.  Egnt. 

Ennerowrie.               *  Aucbindour. 

Moinagj .  Tarnatie. 

[tothlie.  Straichin. 

Fyvie.  Birs. 

Tarwes.  Boj  ne. 

Logie  Durnoch.  Tullich. 

Premnaj .  ( rlenmuick. 

Leflie.  Abergairdin. 

I  )awio1 .  (  'rathie. 

Vue.  Kindrocht. 

Ixain.e.  Tond. 

Kinathmert.  ( 'ufchnie. 

(  lu\  fts  Kirk.  Colchodiftane. 

('lain.  Logiemar. 

Inch.  ( 'mile. 


igwie. 


Colfalraond.  M 

Fetterneir.  Tarlane. 

Kincardin  O'Neill.  Kildrummie. 

Glentannar.  Glenbuckit. 

I  Lunfanuan  Ennerauchtie. 

Lefmore.  Kinbethock. 

C'lnny.  Forbes. 

[Midmair.]  Keir. 

Affuird.  Tillieneflall. 


Mi.i;\:  ->  and  A.ngi  s. 

1  1  tterafib.  ( !on?eth. 

Dunnotter.  Kinnetb. 

Garwock.  Beruie. 

Catterling.  Refcobie. 

Fordoun.  Arbuthnot. 
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Benholme. 

Eglefgrig. 

Aberluchnoch. 

Glenbervie. 

Fettercairne. 

Newdefk. 

Brechin. 

Buttergill. 

Killiemure. 

Fernivell. 

Cuikefloun. 

Stracatrow. 

Lethnoch. 

Lochia. 

Navar. 

Fynaven. 

Kincaldrum. 

Nethir  Airlie. 

Kirremure. 

Aberlemno. 

Aldbar. 

Edzell. 

Drumlappie. 

Glames. 

Clova. 

Lunchthrathon. 

Forfar. 

Reftennett. 

Methie. 

Kinnettles. 

Tannodyce. 

Effie. 

Enderaritie. 

Kirkbuddo. 

Cortachie. 

Montroie. 

Dune. 


Eglifhem. 

Guthrie. 

Edwie. 

Dunnatyn. 

Logie  Montrofe. 

Inchbraock. 

Menraure. 

Marieton. 

Lunan. 

Ennerkeillor. 

Eithe. 

Aberbroth. 

Sanct  Vigians. 

Kinnell. 

Barrie. 

Abirlot. 

Dundie. 

Mains. 
Logie  Dundie. 

Liphe. 

Ennergowrie. 

Murrous. 

Ballumbie. 

Monifuthe. 

Monikie. 

Pambryde. 

Fowles. 

Langforgan. 

Inchefluire. 

Kynnaird. 

Roflie. 

Abernyt. 

Benvy. 

Lundie. 

Auchterhoufe. 

Teilling. 

Logie  Allachie. 
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Strickmairtin 

Newtyle. 


Migle 


r  ii. 


Malar. 

Kinnowll. 

Kinfawnes 

Scone. 

( lambufmicbaell. 

Sancl  Mertine  Kirk. 

Auld  Melgid 

Kilfpindie. 

Rait. 

Errol. 

[ncbmertin. 

Sanct  Madoes 

Abernethie. 

Dron. 

Dumbernie. 

Potie. 

Montcreiff. 

Forgundenm 


Fortes  i"t. 
Eglifmagirdell 
Moucarlie. 
I  hinnvn. 
Rind. 

Tibbermure 
^.berdagie. 
Pitcairne. 
Kintaile. 
Madartie. 
Methven. 
LiOgiearde. 
Roggartoun. 
( lollas. 
[Kcthins.] 
Trinitie  Gafls 
Findo  Gafk. 


Dl    .\  i. 


Dowallie. 

[ncheaddan. 

Clunay. 

Fothegaj  le. 

W  eyme. 

Kilmawock. 

Strouane. 

I.U.I. 

R  linoch. 


Dow. 

Garnetullie. 

Foffe. 

Logierait. 

Kirkmicbaell. 

Mulyne. 

Ardunnan. 

Straphillan. 

Killen. 


676 


THE  BOOKE  OF  THE 


1586. 


Lundyff. 

Bernnethy. 

Ratteray. 

Allicht. 

Cargill. 

Ruthwen. 

Blair. 

Glenaylla. 

Kapeith. 

Kinclevin. 

Clunie. 

Monyday. 

Dumblane. 

Kilbryde. 

Strowan. 

Kilmadock. 

Tillichetlie. 

Kincardin. 

Muthill. 

Port. 

Strogeith. 

Kilmahug. 

Auchterairdour, 

Callendreich. 

Aberruthuen. 

Lenie. 

Monyvaird. 

Aberfule. 

Monizie. 

Baquhidder. 

Fowles. 

Cumrie. 

Creif. 

Striveling. 

Striveling. 

Tuliiebodie. 

Logie. 

Tullieallan. 

Lecrop. 

Foffochie. 

Cambufkinneth. 

Tullieboyle. 

Kippen. 

Glendowan. 

San6t  Ninians. 

JVIuckart. 

Kirk  in  Muir. 

Dolour. 

Lairbair. 

Aluethe. 

Duniepace. 

Tillicowtrie. 

Airth. 

Fawkirk. 

Bothkenner. 

Slamanane. 

Clackmannan. 
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Fl  ! 

!  Androcs.  Lathrifk. 

Sand)  Leonards.  Kirkforther. 

I  )inninow.  Kirkaldie 

Craill.  Sconie. 

iw  Irinnie.  Kennoquhj . 

Anftruther.  Markinch. 

Pittinweyme.  Methill. 

Aberlrombie.  \Vc\  mis. 

Kilconquhar.  I  )\  fart. 

Newburne.  Kinghorne. 

Largo.  Auchtertoole. 

Seres.  Bruntifland. 

Kembock.  Auchterdyran. 

Dairfie.  Ballingrie. 
Balmirrienocb.  die. 

Logiemurdo.  Dumferinling. 

Leuchars.  Kinglaflie. 

Forgan.  Portmuck. 

l  !ouper.  Yr\ .  1. 

Kilmanie.  Kinros. 

Aucbtermoonfie.  I  leifch. 

(  'reich.  Saline. 

Dinboug.  Carnock. 

Milk.  Cub 

Monj  maill.  Crurobie. 

( lollelSe.  Enderkeithing. 

Auchtermuchtie.  RoflTj  th. 

Ebdie.  Iberdoure. 

Stramiglo.  1  )aleettie. 

Arngofk.  Baitb. 

Falkland  [or  Kilgour.]  Torrie. 
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Lothian. 


Linlithgow. 

Carriden. 

Binnie. 

Kinnell. 

Caldercults. 

Strabrock. 

Eglifchmachan. 

Kirklifioun. 


Dummanie. 
Torphichen. 
Bath  cat. 
Livingftoun. 
Abercorne. 
Athcathe. 
Kirknewtoun 
Calder  Cleir. 


Edinburgh. 


San6t  Cuthberts  Kirk. 

Corilorphine. 

Halierudehous. 

Caftell  of  Edinburgh. 

Leitb. 

Duddielloune. 

Hal  is. 

Reflalrig. 

Cramont. 

Ratho. 

Gogar. 

Currie. 

San6l  Cathrin  Hopes. 

Muifilbrugh. 

Natoun. 

Libertoun. 

Dalkeith. 


Lafwad. 

Glencorce. 

Melvill. 

Newbottle. 

Cockpen. 

Pentland. 

Penniecuik. 

Month  Louthian. 

Temple. 

Borthwick. 

Carringtoun. 

Clerkintoun. 

Creichtoun. 

Ormeftoun. 

Fala. 

Soutra. 

Cranftoun. 


Haddingtoun 


San6l  Mertins  Kirk. 
Elftinfoord. 


Boultoun. 
Bothanes. 
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Morhame. 
Barrow. 

( ran  et, 

Northberwick. 

Gulan. 

Aberladie. 

Seatoun. 

Tranent. 

Pinkietlend. 

Saltoun. 

Keithhumb) . 

Keithmarcbell. 

(  1  )uml>;ir.  j 

Dunnas. 

Spot. 

i  Inderwick. 

Auldhamftii 

Coldbrandfpeth. 

Auld  Cammis. 

Quhittinghame. 

Tuningfaarae. 

Stentoun. 

Whytekirk. 

Auldbaoie. 

Baffe. 


Coldinghame 

Aittoun. 

I  .ambertoun. 

I  [altoun 

Sw\  ntoun. 

I  lorneden. 

Fifhwi 

Piltoun. 

( Ihirnefyde. 

Bunkle. 

Preftoun. 

Lannell 

Simpren. 

Langtown. 

Fogo. 

Polwart. 

Dun 

Wbitfone. 

Mordingtou 

Lanfurraagus. 

Ell  an  an. 

San6t  Cutbberts. 

Fowlden. 

Ed  rum. 

( IranfchaM  is. 


[MERCE,   TeVIOTDAILL,  'i'wKDD. 


Kelfo. 

Meychell. 

Sanct  James  Kirk. 

Spreuftoun. 

Leinpitlaw. 

Ednam. 

^ettam, 

Lintoun. 


Marbotl 
.Mow. 
1  lownam. 
Auld  Roxburgh. 
Makeriloun. 
Nantharnaj . 
Greinl . 
[Ec 
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Duillis. 

Gordoun. 

Hoome. 

Stitchell. 

Melros. 

Lelfindam. 

Maxtoun. 

Smalham. 

Mertun. 

Ligerwood. 

Baffinden. 

Heffitoun. 

Lawder. 

Chinglekirk. 

Stow. 

Bowden. 

Langnewtoun. 

Lilliibhleiff. 

Selcraig. 

Linden. 

Newkirk  off  Ettrick. 

Rankilburn. 

Afkirk. 

Geddart. 

Crailling. 

Nifbit. 

Oxnain. 

Ancrum. 

Minto. 


Bedreule. 

Abbotfreule. 

Hopes  kirk. 

HafiTmden. 

Cawers. 

Haick. 

Veltoun. 

Kirknewtoun. 

Suddum. 

Ekfourd. 

CafTiltoun. 

Ettiltoun. 

Peibles. 

Maner. 

Ennerletham. 

Hopeculclieour 

Traquair. 

Ettlieftoun. 

Newlands. 

Kirkuird. 

Stobo. 

Drumalcheour. 

Dalvick. 

Brochtoun. 

Glenhume. 

Stralling. 

Killbuchie. 

Lin. 

Lantoun. 


[Cliddisdaill,  Renfrew  and  Lennox.] 


Lanerik. 
Carlouarch. 
Pittinane. 
Cothquhen. 


Libertoun. 
Covington. 
Thankartoun. 
Carnwath. 


1580. 


UNIVERSAL!-  KUIK  Ol    SCOTLAND. 


Robertftoun. 

( larftairs. 

Symountoun. 

Wifchtoun. 

( Iraufurd  Johne. 

( !rawfurd  Dowglaa. 

[  alias  ( Irawfurd  Lindfaj . 

Il.utiy.I. 

Lamingtoun. 

Culter. 

Velftoun. 

Dunfchyre. 

Dolphintoun. 

Bigger. 

Dowglas. 

( larmichaell. 

I  lefchmahago 

Stenhous. 

Glafgow. 

Calder. 

Monkland. 

Bothwell. 

Schottis. 

Cambufaethen. 

Dalzell. 

Strathaven. 

Hamilton. 

Dalferfe. 

( rlafniird. 

( lambuflang. 

Carmanoch. 

Torrence. 

Blantj  re. 

Kill)r\  de. 

Rutherglen. 


( !athcart, 

( rivein. 

Campfie. 

Lunchie. 

Monyabroche. 

Paiflay. 

Neiles. 

Kilbarchan. 

Eiftvrood, 

Menu-. 

Ranfrow. 

[ncheinnan. 

Krlkin. 

Egilfham. 

Lochquianoch. 

Iloulloun. 

Kilmacolme. 

Killellane. 

Enderkip. 

I  )umbartan. 

( laldros. 

Bulill. 

Lows. 

Kilmahew. 

Rofnethe. 

Killerne. 

J  nitric. 

Strablain. 

Kilmaronnock. 

Drimmen. 

Balfron. 

Kirkpatrick. 

Bothernock. 

[nchcalcheour. 
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[CUNINGHAME,  KYLE  AND  CaRICT.] 


Irwing. 

San6l  Caveoks 

Perftoun. 

Preflick. 

Largis. 

Dundonnald. 

Cumrie. 

Corfbie. 

Kilbryde. 

Symountoun. 

Ardroflan. 

Vchiltrie. 

Kilwinning. 

Anchinleck. 

Dunlop. 

Machlein. 

Baith. 

Kirk  of  Muir. 

Steinfoun. 

Gaftoun. 

Dairy. 

Darympill. 

Kilburnie. 

Queiltoun. 

Kilmarnock. 

Damellingtoun. 

Lowden. 

Mayboill. 

Kilmaurs. 

[Killbryd.] 

Stewartoun. 

Kirkofwald. 

Dreghorne. 

Kirkmichaell. 

Air. 

Calmonell. 

Alio  way. 

Straitoun. 

Barnwell. 

Kirkcudbricht. 

Tarboltoun. 

[alias  Innertig.] 

Craigie. 

Daylie. 

Rickartoun. 

Girvane. 

Monktoun. 

Galloway. 

Schafchank. 

Kirkmadin  in  Rynds 

Glenluis. 

Wigtoun. 

Inche. 

Quhittorne. 

Salfyde. 

Cruglingtoun. 

Kirkcolme. 

Kirkowan. 

Lefwalt. 

Kirkmadin. 

Staniekirk. 

Sorbie. 

Tofcartoun. 

Kirkinner. 
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Mocbrum. 

Penighame. 

Glaflertoun. 

Kirkmaden  in  Fames. 

Kirkudbricht. 

( laluey. 

Dunrod. 

Balmache. 

Kilchrvll. 

Twinem. 

Tungland. 

Borge. 

Kirkanders. 

Sandweck. 

Girtoun. 


Anveth. 

Kirkmabreck, 

Kirdaill. 

Monygaff. 

Dundrennan. 

Bowthill. 

( reltoun. 

Gelkftoun. 

Kirkormock. 

( !orfmichall. 

Partoun. 

Daliy. 

Kcllis. 

Balmaclellan. 


[1  )rumfreis.] 


Drumfreis. 

Troqueir. 

Ten  igleis. 

Newabbay. 

Halliewood. 

Suddick. 

Lochrawine. 

Kn  kunchean. 

K  i  rk  pat  rick. 

Irongray. 

Kirkpatrick  in  the  Muire 

[  alias  Dunrand.  J 

ELirkbaine. 

Cmi  an. 

( lallaverock. 

rynwell.] 
Torquhorrell. 
Kirk  macho. 


Penpont. 

i'\  rew}  n  |  Tynron.  ; 
Dowrifdair. 
Kilbryde. 
Mortun. 
Kirkoneill. 
Sanquhar. 
( llofburne. 
1  )algairne. 
Dunlkyre. 
( rlencarne. 
Lochmabane. 
Muffett. 

Kirkjiatrick  Juxta. 
Jonftoun. 
Warn  fray. 
Kirkmicliacll. 
Iraillflat. 
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Dongranie. 

Kirkwall. 

Meikle  Daltoun. 

Li  tie  Daltoun. 

Mufwald. 

Ruth  wall. 

Huttoun. 

Applegirth. 

Dryfdaill. 

Sybbellie. 

Annand. 

Dronock. 

Caflellmilk. 

Cummertries. 

[Hoddom.] 

Luce. 

Pennerfacks. 


Trailltrow. 

Eglifliaine. 

Mordeluie  [Middlebie.] 

Torrie. 

Kirkonnell. 

Caruthers. 

Tonargirth. 

Gratnay. 

Red  Kirk,  alias 

Kirk  Pato  [Patrick.] 

Vachop. 

Cannabie. 

Mortoun. 

Vaftracker. 

Staplegratoun. 

Neither  Kirk  of  Elis. 

Vther  Kirk  of  Elis. 
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A.I).  M.I). I. XXXVII 


I'm:  General]  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinil  at  Edinburgh,  in  the 
New  Kirk  therof,  the  20  day  of  Junij  1587:  Quher  ther  was 
afiemblit  the   Kings  Commiffionere,    my    Lords   Chancellour  and 

Blantvre,  with  the  Conmiiilioner.-.  with  the  brethren. 


Seffio  I* 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  David  Lindefay,  [Moderatour  of  the  lull 
Affemblie,  the  AiTemblie  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  Moderatour.] 
Leits,  Mrs.  Nicoll  Dalgleifh,  Patrick  Galloway,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Andro  Melvill :  The  (aid  Andro,  l>r  pluralite  of  votes,  was  chofen  Mo- 
deratour hac  \  ■ 

[For  the  better  expedition  of  matters,  and  more  orderly  proceeding  in 
fuch  things  as  were  to  be  proponed,  he  required  the  afiiftance  "1  certane 
brethren  to  concurre  with  him  at  exterordinary  hour-,  which  w  oted. 

The  Affembly  nominated  to  that  effedt,  Mrs.  David  Lindefay,  Nicoll  Dal- 
g-leifh,  Patrick  Galloway,  Paul  Frafer,  Thomas  Buchannan,  Robert  Pont, 
Robert  Bruce,  John  Craig,  Walter  Balcanquell,  Patrick  Simfone,  James 
Bryfoun,  Peeter  Blackburne,  and  Andro  Hay.  ('.  &  Ik] 
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Seffio  2a- 

Mr  David  Lindefay  and  Johne  Durie,  quho  were  diredt  to  my  Lord 
Secretar  anent  his  Majefties  Commiffioners,  reportit,  That  his  Hienes  hes 
nominat  my  Lord  Secreitar  and  Juftice  Clerk,  quho  wold  be  prefent  and 
concurre  as  thair  opportunitie  might  ferve  ;  alwayes  willing  the  Affemblie 
according  to  his  Hienes  mynd,  befor  any  vther  thing,  be  intreatit  the  caufe 
of  Mr  Johne  Couper  :  Nottheles,  after  fome  reafoning,  was  content  they 
fould  be  delayit  quhill  the  morne  ;  and  that  the  brether  quho  are  on  the 
conference,  fould  ineit  and  reafone  fomething  concerning  thefe  caufes. 

Anent  the  Bookes  of  the  Affemblie  :     Seing  the  Kings  Majefties  Com- 
miftioners  hes  offerit  thair  concurrence  to  the  recovering  thereof,  if  it  may 
be  knowin  in  whofe  hands  the  i'amein  are,   the   Moderatour   defyrit  the 
brether  that  could  give   any  light  in  this  matter,  [to  manyfeft  the  fame  ;] 
and  namely  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,   quho  was  dire6t  in  the  laft  Affembly 
to  the  Kings  Majeftie  to  fute  the  delyverance  of  the  faid  Regifter,   and  his 
Hienes  anfuer  theranent ;    quho  declairit,    His   Majeftie   had  promiled  to 
caufe  them  be   delyverit.     Thereafter  it   was   teftified   be   Johne   Brand, 
That  at  the  laft  Atfemblie,  in  his  awin  houfe,  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,    Bii- 
chop  of  Sanct  Androes,  in  prefence  of  David  Fergufone,  confeft  quher  the 
famein  were,   and  at  command  obtained  be  the  King,  he  fould  caufe  dely- 
ver  the  fame  :     Lykeas  alfo  it  was  teftified  be  Johne  Durie  that  he  heard 
him   lykewayes  grant  the  having  therof :     Quhilk  teftifications  being  con- 
fidderit  be  the  Affemblie,  they  concluded  that  charge  fould  be  givin  againft 
him  ;    and,   for  the  better  advyce  in  that  matter,  directit  Mr  David  Linde- 
fay to  my  Lord  Secretar  ;  quho  returning  with  his  anfuer,  thocht  meit  ane 
fupplicatioun   fould    be  givin   to   the   Lords  of    the  Counfeli    to   obtaine 
charges  agains  the  faid  Mr  Patrick  ;    and  lykewayes  that   the  Kirk  lould 
ufe  thair  awin  charges  and  authoritie  :    according  quhervnto  the  Kirk  or- 
dainit  ane  fupplicatioun   to  be  pennit  and  givin  to  the  Lords  the  morne  ; 
and  licklyke  ane  charge  to  paffe  from   this  Affemblie,    chargeing  the  faid 
Mr  Patrick  to  exhibite  the  faids  bookes  befor  them,   to  be  delyverit  to  the 
Kirk  within  thrie  dayes  after  the  charge,  or  fhew  ane  reafonable  caufe  why 
[he  may  not  deliver  them  ;]    and  licklyke  to  compeir  within  the  faid  fpace 
perfonallie,   to   anfuer   for   his  abfence  from  this  Affemblie,   and  to  fuch 
vthor  accufatiouns  as  fould  be  laid  to  his  charge,   vnder  the  paine  of  the 
cenfures  of  the  Kirk. 
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Seffio  3«- 

All  quarters  (all  refort  to  the  Affemblie  ever]  day,  at  the  due  boure 
appointit  therto,  end  remaine  to  the  end  everj  day,  trader  the  peine  ol 
payment  of  ane  groat  toties  quoties. 

[Touching  the  commiffion  given  be  the  Kings  Majefty,  with  advice  of 
the  AlTembly,  to  certain  brethren  concerning  non  reiidents,  ami  others 
deferring  deprivatione :  The  faids  Commiffioners  being  prelent,  and  in* 
quired  <»t'  the  difcharge  and  due  diligence  of  their  office  in  that  part,  ex- 
pount'd,  that  for  fundrie  impediments  their  travells  bad  not  been  lb  profit- 
able  as  is  required,  namely,  for  lake  of  ezpences  to  the  common  affairs,  to 
outred  charges  therin,  abfence  of  the  Procurator  of  the  Kirk,  lorae  ti 
(loath  of  the  Prefbytries  in  not  remitting  lummonds  to  their  and 

by  difpenfations  given  be  the  Kings  Majefty  touching  non  refidence,  which 
is  a  common  Unit  to  many  ;  alwife  in  fome  they  have  proceeded  with  len- 
ience ;  others  l\'  att  interloquutor,  defiring  the  judgment  of  the  AlTembly 
it*  the  laid  difpenfatione  (hall  be  any  caufe  to  hinder  proa  I-  againft  tbem  ; 
and  likewife  craving  the  removing  of  the  laid  impediments  which  hinder 
the  executione  of  the  laid  commiffione  :  The  AlTembly  of  the  brethren 
ordaineth  the  Commiffioners  to  give  in  the  fpeciall  impediments,  with  their 
judgment  how  the  lame  may  In1  removed,  at  their  firfl  opportunity  ;  and 
licklike  the  brethren  which  would  underftand  the  proceedin  inft  any 

perfons  which  were  fummoned  before  the  faids  Commiffioners,  to  give  in 
their  names  inwiitt,  that  a  particular  anfuer  may  be  given  to  them  for 
declairing  of  their  diligence.  C] 


Seffio  l 

It   was  thocht  expedient,    notwithftanding  of  the  ordinance  made  -elter- 

night  aganis  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  for  delyvering  of  the  Elegifter,  That 
before  the  (amein  l>e  put  to  executioun,  ane  humble  fupplicatioun  be  made 
to  the  Kings  Majeftie  for  that  effect,  quhilk  the  brether  defyrit  Mr  David 
Lindfky  and  Johne  Duncanfone  to  forme  [immediatly,  that  it  might  be 
tent  with  expeditione.  ] 

Foriameikle  as  ther  bes  bein  a  matter  of  greife  conceivit  be  the  Kii 
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Majeftie  againft  Mr  Johne  Cowper  and  James  Gibfone,  movit  privilie  to 
the  Moderatour  ;  It  was  thocht  expedient  be  the  haill  Affemblie,  that  the 
faid  caufe  be  firft  privielie  treattit  and  coniidderit  be  [the  brethren  under- 
written, to  witt,]  the  Laird  of  Dunne,  Mrs.  Peeter  Blakburne,  Johne  Por- 
terfield,  Thomas  Buchannan,  David  Lindfay,  Nicoll  Dalgleifh,  and  David 
Fergufone,  quhom  the  Affemblie  nominat  to  travell,  reafon,  and  conferre 
with  the  faids  parties,  and  to  fie  if  they  can  take  vp  the  matter  be  thair 
awin  advyce  ;  vtherwayes  to  propone  the  fame  to  the  full  Affemblie,  that 
the  matter  may  be  heard  and  reafonit  ther  ;  and  to  that  effect  ordainit  the 
laid  brethren  [immediatly]  to  paffe  out  of  the  Affemblie,  and  the  faid  Mr 
Johne  and  James  to  paffe  with  them. 

[Touching  the  letter  ordained  to  be  penned  by  David  Fergufon,  Mafter 
Peter  Bleckburne,  Mailer  Nicoll  Dagleifh,  concerning  the  anfuer  to  the 
Kings  Majefty  touching  the  prefentatione  of  their  brother  Mafter  Robert 
Pont  to  the  Bifhoprick  of  Cathnes  :  The  faid  letter  being  prefented,  and 
ratified  after  a  few  words  changed,  it  was  thought  meet  to  be  directed  to 
his  Grace. 

Forafmuch  as,  albeit  there  be  both  laws  and  diverfe  proclamationes  pub- 
liflied  and  fett  out  againft  Jefuits  and  Papifts,  and  notthelefs  their  number 
dayly  increaffed  under  the  mantainance  of  diverfe  great  men  within  the 
countrey,  without  fear  of  law,  or  any  punifhment  to  enfue  for  repreffing 
thereof:]  Seing  his  Majeftie  is  now  of  perfyte  age,  and  ane  Parliament 
is  appointed  in  the  nixt  moneth,  it  is  thoght  expedient,  that  the  a6ts  of 
Parliament  made  be  our  Soveraine  Lord,  his  Hienes  predeceffours,  and 
Itegents  for  the  time,  for  the  libertie  of  the  true  Kirk  of  God  and  Chryfts 
religioun  prefentlie  profeft  [therein]  within  this  realme,  and  for  repreffing 
of  Papiftrie  and  Idolatrie,  be  colleclit  together  and  craved  to  be  confirm- 
ed ;  as  lykewayes  the  executioun  of  the  faids  a6ts  may  be  coniidderit,  and 
what  farther  either  executioun  or  law  falbe  defyrit  aganis  the  faids  Papifts 
and  Idolaters  j  as  alfo  fuch  lawis  and  conftitutiouns  as  are  made  to  the 
derogatioun  of  fuch  libertie,  or  to  the  prejudice  or  ftay  of  the  courfe  of 
the  Evangell,  may  be  lykewayes  collectit,  to  that  effect  thair  abrogatioun 
may  be  focht :  Quhervnto  they  nominat  [their  beloved  brethren,]  the 
Laird  of  Dun,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Nicoll  Dalgleifli,  David  Lindfay,  Paul 
Frafer,  [and  Mafter  Thomas  Buchanan,  to  concurre  at  fuch  hours  togi- 
ther,  as  they  may  beft  fpare,  and  take  pains  in  the  faid  matter,  and  there- 
after prefent  their  travells  to  the  Affembly  to  be  conlidered  by  them.  C] 
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SelCo  5» 

Douching  the  Commiffion  given  in  the  lad  AJTembl)  to  their  brethren 
of  the  Prefbytries  of  Glafgo^  and  Stirling,  to  fummond  Mailer  David 
Cuningham  before  them  att  a  certain  day,  to  be  tryed  concerning  the  (lan- 
d  ir  of  adultrie  with  Elizabeth  Sutherland,  or  any  other  perfon  ;  and  it 
found  him,  by  good  appearance,  criminall  and  guiltie,  after  the  (aid 
tryall  to  fufpend  him  from  the  function  of  the  Miniftry  to  this  Aflembly  ; 
and  to  fummond  him  thereto  to  hear  the  determinatione  of  the  whole 
brethren  thereanent,  like  as  at  mere  length  is  contained  in  the  (aid  com- 
miflion  :  wherofthe  execution  being  craved  of  the  laid  CommilConers,  and 
certane  excules  pretended  by  them  of  the  non  execution  thereof,  which 
the  brethren  efteemed  offmall  importance,  of  new  giveth  and  committeth 
power  to  the  laid  Preibytries  to  direct  out  fummonds  to  fuch  a  (hort  and 
convenient  i\a\  as  is  polfible,  to  compear  before  them  in  Stirling,  there  to 
he  tryed  concerning  the  laid  dander,  aither  with  the  tail  Elizabeth,  or 
with  any  other  perfon  ;  ami  if  they  find  him,  he  good  appearance,  crimi- 
nall and  guilty,     after  the  laid  tryall  to  fufpend  him  from  the    Imictione    of 

the  Miniftry  to  the  nixt  General  1  Aflembly,  w  hereunto  they  (hill  fummond 

him  to  hear  the  further  determinatione  of  the  whole  brethren  thereanent  ; 
and  what  lliall  he  done  herein  to  report  thereunto  ;     ordaining,    if  the  faid 
Mailer  Davids  refort  he  in  Aberdeen,  to  caufe  the  fummons  to  he  diri 
i  >  him  for  the  execntione  thereof,  as  the)'  will  anfwer  upon  their  obedience 
to  the  Kirk.    C.  &    B.] 

Anent  the  diverfe  and  greivous  complaints  of  fundrie  brether  againft  Mr 
Patrick  Adamfone,  Bifchop  of  Sancl  Androes,  at  whole  inilance  he  i-  [de- 
d unci t  rebel  1  and]  regi drat  at  the  home  for  none  payment  of  thair  [fut 
tentatioun  and]  (Upends  afiignit  to  them  ;  and  (peciallie  of  Mrs  William 
Strang,  David  Spenfe,  Adame  Johnftoun,  and  ethers;  and  of  the  dander 
that  be  lyes  at  the  home  for  not  furnifching  of  two  gallouns  of  wyne  to  the 
Communioun  :  Thia  matter  being  heavilie  regraittit  to  the  Kings  Commif- 
honors,  [promife]  was  made  be  the  Pryour  of  Blantyre  to  communicat  the 

matter    to    the    rell    of    the   Kin_-     Majrllies   ( 'oinmiiliom  i  -.    whole    adwee 

lor  redreffe  beirof  be  fould  report  to  the  Aflemblie. 

As  to  the  regrate  of  fome  brother,  that  partlie  be  hi-  rebellioun  and 
lying  at  the  borne,  [and]  partlie  be  his  fufpenlioun,  fome  divifioun   rifes, 

4  s 
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that  certaine  reibrts  not  to  his  fermouns,  nor  adminiilratioun  of  the  Sacra- 
ments made  be  him,  nor  vther  fervice,  as  humiliatioun  ;  vthers  repaires 
therto  j  [and]  fwa  appears  foine  divifioun  quhilk  wald  be  redreft :  The 
brether  thinks  meitt,  [that,]  befor  they  entir  heirin,  fome  aniber  be  re- 
portit  of  the  former  complaint. 

[Touching  the  matter  of  Mrs  Johne  Cowper  and  James  Gibfone,  refer- 
red to  be  reafoned  and  travelled  in  yeilerday  be  certaine  of  the  brethren  : 
The  Affembly,  by  their  votes,  giveth  their  full  power  and  eommitfione  to 
the  Moderator  and  the  Affeffours  appointed  to  him,  to  conferre,  confult, 
advyfe,  and,  if  they  may,  conclude  and  put  finall  end  therto,  to  the  effect  the 
fame  may  be  brought  to  fome  finall  good  point  and  quietneis,  without  fur- 
ther trouble  of  the  Affembly  ;  praying  God  to  give  them  good  fuccefs 
therein.  C.  &  B.] 

[Touching  the  (lander  of  admiflione  of  a  Bifhop  latly  to  the  Bifhoprick 
of  Glafgow,  by  all  order,  be  the  brethren  of  the  Weil :  The  Affembly  hath 
thought  meet  for  good  caufes,  that  the  faid  matter  be  firft  opened  up  and 
treated  in  privie  conference  afternoon,  and  thereafter  brought  before  the 
whole  number  for  fatiffying  all  the  brethren. 

Touching  complaints  and  queftions  which  hath  been  propouned  in  Synod- 
all  Affemblyes,  and  could  receive  no  refolutione  :  The  Affembly  appoint- 
ed Mafter  David  Spence,  Matter  Adam  Johnftone,  Mailer  Gilbert  Gar- 
den, and  John  Porterfield,  to  reafon  the  fame,  with  I'uch  bills,  as  neceflarly 
mull  come  to  the  Generall  Affembly,  and  divide  them  from  others,  to  the 
effect  they  may  be  prefented  to  the  full  number ;  and  to  that  effect  to  con- 
veen  at  eight  hours  in  the  morning,  and  at  two  afternoon. 

Touching  the  commiflion  given  to  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mailer  Wil- 
liam Rind,  Mailer  Williame  Edmiiloune,  Mailer  William  Glafs,  Mailer 
John  Abercrombie,  and  Patrick  Weems,  to  try  the  Bifhop  of  Dunkelden, 
and  to  fummond  him  before  them  at  fuch  dayes  and  places  as  they  ihould 
think  good,  if  they  found  any  occafione  of  ilander  in  his  life  and  converfa- 
tione  and  doctrine,  betuixt  and  this  Affembly,  and  to  take  probatione  and 
lead  proceffe  therein  to  the  fentence,  remitting  the  fame  to  the  laid  Gene- 
rall Affembly,  as  the  faid  commiflion  at  more  length  beareth  :  which  com- 
miflion, in  refpect  the  lame  hath  been  as  yet  unexecuted  and  followed  out, 
the  Affembly  reneweth,  commanding  the  faids  Commiiuoners  to  proceed 
conforme  to  the  faid  commiflion  in  all  points  for  executione  thereof,  as  they 
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will  anfuer  upon  their  obedience  ;  and  tu  report  their  diligence  and  tryell 
to  the  nixt  Aflembly. 


Seffio  ' 

Touching  the  complaint  made  concerning  Mafter  Patrick  Adamfone, 
Bifhop  of  Sancl  Androee,  and  flander  given  bj  him  through  I \  h iu  ;it  the 
li(>rn<\  at  the  inftance  of  fo  many  of  the  brethren,  and  the  anfuer  of  th<- 
Kings  Majeftys  Commiflioners  thereto:  (_'.] 

His  Majefties  Commiflioners  being  prefent,  thocht  meitt,  becaufe  Mr 
Patrick  Adamfones  matter  is  civil,  quherin  the  Kings  Majeftie  hes  entres, 
ih.it  his  (irate  I'onhl  be  forwarnit,  quhilk  the  Kirk  promifea  to  doe. 

Anenl  the  doubt  proponit,  If  it  be  Qander  to  a  Chriftian  to  abfent  bim- 
felfe  from  the  fermouns,  miniftratioun  of  the  Sacraments,  or  vthers  godlie 
exercifee  yfed  he  fuch  as  lyes  at  the  Kings  Majefties  home,  and  are  fu£ 
pendil  fra  all  Function  of  the  Miniftrie  :  The  Kirk  anfuerit,  That  then-  is 
no  Qander  in  this  cafe,  hot  he  the  con tr air  [concluded,  that]  it  is  Qander- 
ous  to  a  Chriftian  to  reforf  to  the  [  (ermons  and  other  )  exercifee  foriaid  of 
Inch  am1  [one]  qubom  they  know  to  he  at  the  home,  and  (iifpendit  from 
all  fmudioiin  of  the  Miniftrie,  [a-  faid  is.] 

[Touching  the  ordinance  given  to  certan  brethren  concerning  Mafter 
Robert  Montgomery  :  The  brethren  directed  to  that  matter,  declared 
the)  had  the  charge  of  the  Aflembly  to  hit  doun  to  him  a  forme  of  repen- 
tance which  he  thonld  life,  wherin  they  ihonld  doe  their  parte  ;  hut  no 
obedience  is  given  he  him  there. 

For  tryall  of  the  hook--  of  the  Commiflioners  diligence:  It  wbb  thought 
meet,  that  oul  of  ever)  Province  a  certan  he  elected  to  vilit  and  confider 

the  faid  hooks  ;    and  to  that    effect    the    brethren    nominated    Mafter   John 

Craig,  Johne  Durie,   William  Chriftefone,    Mafter  Adam  Johnftone,    Mr 
John  Knox,  Mr  Thomas   McGee,  and   Mafter  John   Houefonej  and  to 

COnVeen  at  fix  hour--  in  the  morning  in  the  New  Kirk,    and    at    Inch   other 

exterordenary  hours,  as  they  may,  while  they  have  final]  tryed  them  ;  and 

thereafter  to  report  to  the  All'emhh   what  they  find. 

The  C'oinmilhoner  of  Lothian  being  removed,  and  tryed,   loine  hrethren 

complained,   that  Mafter  James  Young  having  two  kirk-  under  cure,   vrai 

placed  he  him,    by  the  advice  of  the  l'relhytrie,    Miniller  alio  at  Stentoun, 
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that  kirk  having  a  benefice  that  might  fuftean  a  Minifter  ;  and  further,  in 
the  Synodall  Affembly,  conftitutions  being  made  to  repreife  the  infolence 
of  Minifters  in  their  abuilyeements,  yet  fenfyne  he  hath  overfeen  the  exe- 
cutione  thereof  againft  fome  perfons  which  are  prefent  :  To  the  which, 
reentering,  he  anfwered,  That  he  had  not  placed  fimpliciter  Mafter  James 
Young  at  Stentoun,  but  only  defired,  whill  fome  provifion  were  made  for 
it,  that  he  mould  make  fome  help  ;  and  as  to  the  benefice,  it  is  provided 
of  old.  To  the  fecond  :  Anfuered,  The  perfons  which  are  meaned  to  be 
infolent  in  appearell,  were  admoniflied  ;  and  he  received  no  direction  from 
their  faid  Prelbytrie  concerning  fuch  perfons  ;  and  further,  the  Prelbytrie 
mould  take  order  among  themfelves  with  the  brether  of  their  number. 


Seffio  7»- 

Robert  Graham,  Commiffioner  of  Cathnefs,  being  removed,  he  was 
charged,  That  he  had  a  Highland  kirk  which  he  ferved  not  ;  and  that  he 
made  no  relidence  at  his  oun  kirk  :  Reentering,  anfwered,  That  he  laiked 
the  knowledge  of  the  Irifh  tongue,  yet  upon  his  exfpences  the  kirk  was 
ferved  :  And  as  to  his  none  refidence,  The  caufe  is,  that  he  hath  neither 
manfe  nor  gleib  ;  and  hath  his  partie  at  the  borne  for  the  fame  :  The  Af- 
fembly remitted  him  to  the  Commillioners  appointed  for  non  refidence,  to 
be  proceffed  there. 

Mafter  Peter  Bleckburn  prefented  the  bill  to  be  directed  to  the  Kings 
Majefty  for  procurement  of  the  reftitutione  of  the  Books,  which  was  read 
and  ordained  to  be  delivered  to  their  brother  John  Duncanlbne.  C] 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  for  Gilbert  Lamb  and  certaine  in  com- 
pany with  him  keepit  in  prifon  in  Citde  ^Sevile  ?J  in  Spaine,  for  the  tefti- 
monie  of  the  trueth  :  The  Affemblie  ordaines  thair  brether  of  the  Miniilrie 
vniverfallie  to  recommend  in  their  prayers  the  faid  Gilbert  in  particular, 
and  his  company  in  generall,  to  God,  and  to  crave  thair  delyverance,  if 
it  be  his  pleafure,  or  ane  final  1  perfeverance  and  conftancie  to  the  end  in 
the  true  confellioun  of  the  Evangell. 
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Seffio  - 

[Touching  the  (lander  of  admiffion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Glafgow  be  the 
brethren  of  the  Weft,  referred  firfl  to  the  privil  audience  of  the  Moderator 
and  his  Afiefiburs  :  The  Moderator  with  the  reft  of  the  brethren  declar- 
ed they  heard  the  laid  (.'ommillioner  and   Prefbytrie,  and  t  lie  whole  hum  oi 

admifljon  of  the  laid  Biihop,  which  was  onlj  to  the  temporality,  theeccIeG- 
aflicall  jurifdiction  being  devolved  by  him  in  the  Kirks  hand-,  and  with 
fuch  conditions,  in  cafe  the  General]  Affembly  Ihonhl  not  allow  of  fuch 
admiflione,  that  the  lame  (hould  be  undone,  whereupon  his  obligation 
maineth  ;  which  forme  albeit  the  laid  brethren  would  not  maintain  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  Word,  nor  the  order  of  the  Kirk  heretofore  obferved,  yett 
thej  did  nothing  therein  of  mind  to  hurt  the  Kirk,  but  raither  to  pre- 
veen  greater  inconvenience  which  might  follow,  if  be  had  not  been  admit- 
ted ;  referring  them  herein  to  the  good  deliberatione  of  the  whole  Afiem- 
hly  :  Which  matter  being  well  weighed  and  confiddered  by  the  full  num- 
ber of  the  brethren,  albeit  they  underftand  the  good  meaning  the  (aid  bre- 
thren had,  and  acknowledge  their  zeall  in  refilling  the  corruptions  in  the 
times  paft  to  that  eftate  ;  yet  in  confeience  they  univerfally  votted,  and 
concluded  the  (aid  forme  of  adniiHion  to  be  unlawfull,  neither  agreeing 
with  the  Word  of  God,  nor  with  the  order  and  cuftome  of  the  Kirk  ;  and 
therefore  ordeaneth  the  laid  brethren,  admitters  of  the  Bifhop,  to  try  him 
with  performance  of  the  laid  obligatione,  and  to  caufe  the  laid  admiflione 
to  be  undone  and  anulled;  and  that  with  all  jiollible  diligence,  and  betuixt 
and  Michellmefs  nixt  to  come  at  fartheft,  to  the  effect  the  dander  may  b( 
n  moved  from  the  Kirk,  as  they  will  anfwer  noon  their  obedience  to 
lame.    C.  &  B.] 


Seflio  9»- 

i  Mafters  of  Colledges  or   Schooles  (all  receive  in  thair  Colledgee  or 
oh  -  to  teach,  any  ftudents  or  fcholei  I  maturitie  of  age,  quho 

to  fubferyve  the  true  religioun  prefentlie  eftablifchit  and  profeft,  bo 
f  God,  within  this  realme,  or  refufeing  to  participat  the  Sacra- 
ment-, vnder  the  paine  of  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  farther,  befoi 
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ftudent  be  promovit  to  any  degrie  in  the  Vniverfitie,  that  they  fall  toties 
quoties,  as  they  fall  be  promovit,  fubfcryve  de  novo,  vtherwayes  thair  pro- 
motioun  to  be  ftayit,  vnder  the  paines  forfaid  ;  and  that  the  Prefbytries 
be  diligent  to  fie  the  executioun  of  this  a6t,  as  they  will  anfuer  to  God. 

[For  as  much  as  Satan  in  his  members,  dayly  more  and  more  feeketh  by 
all  means  to  increafs  his  kingdome  of  darknefs ;  and  for  that  caufe,  in  thir 
latter  times,  he  ftirreth  up  craftie  and  fubtile  fpirits,  enarmed  mightily  with 
fophiftrie  and  decete,  to  abufe  the  Truth,  and  by  fliaddow  of  cunning  and 
learning,  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  hmple  fort ;  for  the  which  caufe,  it  is  the 
parte  of  the  true  Kirk  vigilently  to  occurre  to  his  craft,  and,  by  all  means, 
to  endeavour  the  advancement  of  Chrifts  Kingdome  :  And  therefore  C] 
the  Kirk  within  this  realme  hes  advyfit  and  found  good,  that  the  Prefby- 
teries,  together  with  thair  Commiffioners  in  all  the  parts  of  the  countrey, 
and  every  ane  of  them  for  thair  awin  parts,  prefcryve  to  every  gong  man 
that  is  Minifter  within  fuch  a  Prelbitrie,  a  part  of  Scripture,  together  with 
a  part  of  the  commoun  places  and  controvertit  heids  of  religioun,  to  be  di- 
ligentlie  red,  confident,  and  learned  be  him,  within  Inch  a  fpace  of  tyme 
as  the  Prelbitrie  thinks  good  to  appoint  to  him  ;  and  that  his  diligence 
may  the  better  appeare  vnto  the  fruit  therof,  at  certaine  tymes  of  the  geir, 
everie  Prelbitrie  being  conveinit,  take  a  compt  of  the  gong  man  of  his 
travells,  be  requyring  of  him  in  the  part  of  Scripture  prefcryvit  to  him  : 

Firll.  The  fumme  and  deduction  of  the  matter  : 

2.  The  lblid  fenfe  and  meaning  of  thefe  places  quhilk  are  molt  difficile 
to  be  underftood : 

3.  A  collatioun  of  the  fentences,  [and  arguments,]  quhilk  by  reiding  he 
may  be  able  to  gather  out  of  that  part  of  Scripture  [proponed  to  him]  j 
the  quhilk  arguments  may  either  ferve  to  confirme  the  trueth,  or  els  to  re- 
fute hereticall  opinions.  And  as  for  the  part  of  commoun  places  and  heads 
of  religioun  prefcryvit  unto  him,  let  him  be  ready  to  anfuer  to  queftioning 
and  reafoning  to  be  had  therevpon ;  and  fo  to  be  exercit  in  this  kynd,  not 
for  a  tyme  only,  but  from  tyme  to  tyme,  quhill  he  come  to  a  certaine  ma- 
turitie  and  folidnes  in  the  Scripture  of  God. 


Seffio  lla- 
[Touching  the  particular  Seffions  of  Kirks  and  Congregations  :     The 
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Affemblj  refblved,  that  they  are  and  (hould  be  fubjeft  to  their  Prefbyti 
\b  bath  been  accorded  before  be  act  of  the  Ailembly.  C.  J 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  made  in  name  of  the  towne  of  Haddingtoun, 
lamenting  the  awaj  taking  of  thair  Prefbitrie  againea  the  ordour  of  the  lad 
l'latt  made  be  the  General!  Kirk  :  The  Affemblie  examining  the  caufe  ol 
the  removing  therofbe  the  Commiffioner,  and  finding  the  occaiioun  tb 
to  have  bein  the  laik  of  obedience  and  want  of  difcipline,  bee,  at  the  ear- 
ned fute  and  craving  of  Mrs  Nil-oil  Hay  and  Johne  Ker,  Commiffioners 
for  tlir  laid  towne,  reponit  and  reftoreit  the  (aid  Prefbitrie,  with  conditioun 
and  promife,  that  ifther  be  not  better  ordour  and  difcipline  keipit  be  them 
in  tyme  oomeing  nor  lies  bein  heirtofoir,  that  the  (amein  falbe  removit. 


Seffio  12* 

ilizabetb    Lermontb,   daughter  to    Sir   Patrick    Lermonth  of  Dai 
Knight,   complained,   that  William  Chillane,  Reader  at   Auchtertole,  had 
folemnized  the  marriage  betuixt  William   Kirkcaldy,  alias   Ker,  Laird  of 
Grange,   and  Miftrefc  Elizabeth  Lyon,   fecretly,  and  without  proclaiming 

their  names  three  feveral  da\e-,  according  to  order,  and  after  lanfnll  im- 
pediment made  by  her  at  tin  Kirk  of  Glames  the  fecond  day  <>f  the  pro- 
clamatione  j  the  laid  \\  Illiam  being  called,  and  accufed  that  he  had  pro* 
ed  to  the  folemnizatione  of  the  marriage  above  fpecified,  without  lawful] 
proclamation  of  the  bannes  thrife,  and  that  within  a  prival  houfe  in  anoth<  r 
Minifters  bounds,  anlwered,  That  the  proclamatione  preceeded  the  folem- 

ni/atione,    a>  a  tellimoniail  preteiited    by  him  thereupon  heareth  ;    and  that 

the  giver  thereof  being  Ink  the  day  of  the  folemnizatione,  he  executed  the 
office,  and  folemnized  the  marriage  in  the  place  of  .  for  the  which 

he  (ubmitteth  himfelf  willingly  in  the  will  of  the  brethren  :  Winch  con- 
feflion  heinLr  confidered  by  them,  they  find,  That  be  hath  tranlgreffed  the 
acts  of  the  Kirk  in  making  the  laid  marriage  intra  private*  parietes,  and 

therefor  to  have  incurred  the  penalty  thereof,  vi/.  depnvatioiic  from  his 
office  and  function  in  time  coming.    C.  <\   15. 
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Seffio  13*- 

[Touching  the  prefentation  of  their  brother,  Mafter  Robert  Pont,  re- 
commendit  be  the  Kings  Majeitie  to  the  Bii'choprick  of  Cathnes  :  The 
faid  Mailer  Robert  Pont,  before  his  removing  from  the  Alfemblie,  to  no- 
tifie  his  mind  to  the  whole  brethren,  that  no  man  fhould  take  any  jufl  oc- 
caiion  of  flandering  his  perfon,  declarit,  that  for  fome  loffe  and  hurt  done 
to  him  in  his  trouble,  after  diverfe  futes  given  into  the  Checker,  at  length 
this  prefentation,  without  procurement  of  him,  was  put  in  his  hand  ;  and 
if  the  living  might  be  bi'uikit  with  fafe  confcience,  and  without  flander  of  the 
Kirk,  defyrit  thair  judgement ;  this  farre  alwife  being  of  mind  refolved  in 
that  matter,  that  he  would  aggree  to  be  Minifter  of  Dornock,  and  to  take 
vilitation  according  to  the  command  of  the  Kirk  ;  and,  for  his  office  and 
charge,  bruik  the  living  only  :  With  the  which  matter,  after  the  removing 
of  the  faid  Mafter  Robert,  the  Affemblie  being  in  a  parte  entered  upon 
reafoning,  delayed  their  farther  confultation  thereof  till  afternoon  ;  delire- 
ing  Mafter  Niccoll  Dagliefli,  Mailer  Peter  Bleckburne,  and  David  Fergu- 
fon,  to  coniider,  be  the  faid  Mafter  Roberts  advice,  what  anfuer  fhall  be 
given  to  the  King  ;  to  be  reported  be  them  again  to  the  Alfemblie  at  the 
afternoone.  C.  &  B.] 


Seffio  14a- 

[The  Commiffioners  for  the  toun  of  Edinburgh  requifted,  that  Mafter 
James  Melvill,  or  Mafter  Patrick  Galloway,  might  be  appointed  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  the  place  of  Mailer  James  Loufone,  their  late  Pailor  ;  and  in  cafe 
there  be  laufull  impediment,  that  they  would  appoint  fome  other  qualified 
man.  Matter  James  and  Mafter  Patrick  alledged  lundrie  impediments 
which  were  found  laufull ;  whereupon  the  Commiffioners  for  the  toun 
defired  Mailer  Robert  Bruce  might  be  appointed  to  fupplie  that  place. 
The  Commiffioners  being  removed,  the  whole  brethren  voted  the  laid  Mr 
Robert  to  be  a  meet  Pailor  for  the  faid  flock,  a  man  endued  with  many 
good  qualtyes  aniuereable  to  that  place,  and  affented,  in  cafe  his  own 
.eonfent   might  be  obtained  ;  and  ordained  Mr  Andrew  Melvill,   and   Mr 


. 
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David  Lindfay  to  travel!  with  him,   in  their  nam",   and  to  exhort  him,   in 
the  name  of  God  and  of  his  Kirk,  to  accepl  the  charge.  C] 


Seffio  !."<■■ 


A  letter  being  1  direcl  be  Johne  1  )uncanfone,  bearing  the  Kings  command 
to  tlic  Bifchop,  for  deliverance  of  the  B  at  leafl  foure  of  them,  and  that 

Mr  George  Joung  was  ftayil  quhill  the  faids  Bookes  Qiould  be  delyverit  : 
The  Kirk  immediately  directit  [their  brethren,]  Mrs  James  Nicollfone  and 
Alexander  Rawfone  to  my  Lord  Si  cretar,  to  the  effect  the  famein  might  be 
urefentit  ;  and,  after  thair  directioun,  and  reiterat  directioun  of  thair  brether, 
Mrs  Andro  Melvill  and  David  Lindfay,  [at  length]  Mr  G  fynnj-  pre. 

I'entit  to  the  light  of  the  Kirk  t\  ve  volumnes  of  thair  Actis,  quherof  a  greal 
part  being  mankit  ;  and,  alter  the  fight  therof,  being  redelyverit  to  the  faid 
Mr  George :  The  baill  brether  ordainit  ane  heavie  regrate  to  be  made  to 
his  Majeftie  in  article,  lamenting  the  away  taking  and  mutilating  of  the  faids 
Bookes,  and  t.>  crave  that  the  famein  may  be  reftored  ;  and  alfo,  that  the 
faids  Bookes  may  be  delyv<  rit  in  the  Kirks  hand-,  to  remane  with  them  as 
thair  awin  Regifter ;  namelie,  in  refpe  t  of  the  anfuer  returnit  from  my 
Lord  Secreitar,  that  his  Majefties  will  was,  that  the  Kirk  fould  have  in- 
fpectioun  therof  as  they  had  adoe  prefentlie,  and  to  give  them  vj>  againe. 

[Touching  the  new  mifllve  thought  good  to  be  directed  to  the  Kings 
Majeftie,  for  anfuer  to  the  Kin  ommendation  of  their  brother,  Matter 

Robert  Pont,  to  the  Bifboprick  of  Cathnefe  :  The  lame  being  read  pub- 
lickly  was  thought  meeter  to  be  directed  unto  bis  Grace,    then  the  anfuer 

ad  of  before  :  Of  the  which  anfuer  the  tenour  followeth  : — [C.  &  B.] 

Sir,  [Let  it  pleafe  your  Hienes,]  We  have  receivil  jour  letter  willing 
v-  to  elect  .Mr  Robert  Pont  to  the  Bifchoprick  of  Cathnes,  vacand  be 
isofvmquhile  Rob  it  Erie  of  Marche,  gour  Hienes  uncle.  Wepraife 
!  that  jour  Majeftie  he-  Inch  opinioun  and  eftimatioun  of  fuch  a  perfon 
:-  we  judge  the  laid  Mr  Robert  to  be,quhom  we  acknowledge  indeed  j  t"  be 
alreadie  a  Bifchop  according  to  the  doctrine  ofSancl  Paul,  and  qualified  t<> 
vfe  the  liinctionn  of  a  Paftour  or  Minifter  at  the  Kirk  ot  Dornoch,  or  any 
vther  kirk  within  jour  Hienes  realme,  quher  he  i-  lawfullie  callit,  and 
worthie  to  have  a  competent  living  appointit  to  him   [therfor ;]  as  alio  to 

4  T 
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have  the  office  of  a  Commiffioner  or  Vilitor  in  the  bounds  [or  diocie]  of 
Caithnes,  if  he  be  burdenit  [therwith] :  But  as  to  that  corrupt  eflate  or  office 
of  them  quho  lies  bein  termed  Bifchops  heirtofoir,  we  find  it  not  aggreable 
to  the  Word  of  God,  and  it  hes  bein  damnit  in  diverfe  vther  our  Aflem- 
blies  ;  neither  is  the  faid  Mr  Robert  willing  to  attempt  thefamein  in  that 
manner:  The  quhilk  we  thoght  good  to  lignifie  vnto  gour  Majettie,  for  anfuer 
vnto  gour  Hienes  letter  of  nominatioun,  and  have  ordainit  our  brether  to  be 
appointit  CommiHioners  to  awaite  vpon  the  nixt  Parliament,  to  conferre 
with  gour  Hienes  and  Counfell  [at  more  length,]  if  neid  beis,  heirvpon. 
This,  eftir  offering  our  humble  obedience,  we  earneftly  witch  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  to  aflift  gour  Hienes  in  all  godlie  affaires.  From  our  Generall 
[Affemblie,]  the  28  of  Junij  1587- 

[Touching  the  qucflioun  moved,  If  fufpenlioun  of  a  MiniPcer  from  the 
funclioun  of  the  Miniftrie  for  a  tyme,  for  juft  caufes,  be  repugnant  to  the 
Word  of  God,  or  no  :  The  Aftembly,  albeit  they  think  no  juft  doubt  may 
be  moved  in  this  matter,  in  refpect  of  diverle  concluiiouns  of  befor,  with 
the  daylie  practife  and  example  fenfyne  ;  yet  the  matter  being  reafonit  de 
novo,  C.  &  B.]  It  is  found,  that  the  famein  aggries  with  the  Word  of 
God  and  his  Scriptures  ;  and  therfor  the  aels  made  theranent  of  befor,  to 
Hand  in  full  [force  and]  ftrenth,  and  not  to  be  callit  back  [againe]  in  any 
wife. 

[It  was  aggreed  that  one  article  be  prefented  to  the  King,  expreiling 
their  grieff,  that  fundrie  papifts  of  great  calling  are  promotted  to  offices 
and  benefices  contrair  to  the  a6ts  of  Parliament ;  and  that  fuch,  and  others 
of  higher  rank  within  the  countrey,  take  upon  them  the  maintenance  of 
Papifls  and  idolaters,  namely  the  Earles  of  Huntle  and  Sutherland,  the 
Lord  Hume,  the  Lord  Gray,  the  Lord  Heries,  the  Laird  of  Fintrie,  and 
young  Glenbervie.  C] 


Seflio  16»- 

It  is  concludit  that  all  Paftours  of  quhatfoevir  fort  they  be,  falbe  fubiecl: 
to  the  cenfure  and  tryall  of  thair  brether,  afweill  of  the  Prefbitries  as  Sy- 
nodall  and  Generall  Aftemblies,  concerning  their  lyfe,  converiatioun,  and 
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doctrine  ;  and  fuch  as  refufea  thair  tryall  or  cenfure,  thai  the  (aids  Prefbi- 
tries,  Synodal]  or  General!  Aflemblies  proceid  againfl  them. 

Mr  Audio  Melvill  was  ordainit  to  pen  a  favourable  wryting,  |  in  name 
of  the  Affemblie]  to  the  Miniftrie  in  Danikine,  congratulating  thair  em- 
bracing of  the  truetb  in  the  matter  of  the  Sacrament. 

Mr  Robert  Bruce  being  prefent  and  defired  to  accept  the  charge  [of  the 
Kirk  in  Edinburgh,  in  the  place  of  Mailer  James  Loufone,  late  Pa 
thereof,]  declared  he  was  not  \,t  refolved  to  accept  the  famine  Gmpliciter, 
alwife  he  would  communical  his  labours  to  that  flock  till  the  nixl  Synod  ; 
and  if  he  found  himfelfe  then  refolved,  and  meet  for  the  charge,  he  (hould 
continue  ;  otherwife  he  would  be  free. 

As  for  Mailer  Patrick  Adamfon  :  The  Affembly  had  agreed  to  anfuer, 

- 

that  there  was  nothing  proceeded  againli  him  in  the  Affembly. 

As  to  Mr   David  Cuningham  :  There  was  a  notorious   Qander   in   his 
perfon,  and  the  brethren  could  not  fee  nor  know  any  clear  purgation 
yet. 

James  Gibfon  was  abfent.     Mr  John  Couper  defired  to  be  beard. 


Seflio  17a- 

For  penning  the  inftructions  to  be  given  to  the  brethren  appointed  to  I 
order,  and  give  anfuer  unto  five  articles  propouned  by  the  Kings  Majefty 
unto  the  Affembly;  the  Affembly  hath  nominated  their  brethren,  Malhr 
James  Melvill,  Mailer  John  Craig,  Mailer  Paul  Frafer,  Mailer  G< 
Munroe,  Mailer  William  Watfone,  Mailer  John  Keith,  and  Mailer  Wil- 
liam Stirling,  and  appointed  them  to  exhibite  the  (aid  inftructions  after 
no  »n  to  the  Conference.  C] 

[The  tenor  of  the  Articles  propouned  for  the  Kings  Majefti  •.   C.  &  B. 

1.  If  any  contraverfie  be  concerning  the  Bifchop  of  Sand  Androes,  That 
it  be  reafbnit  in  his  Majefties  prefem 

j.  That  the  Bifchop  of  Aberdein  be  not  intrefl  in  his  jurifdictioun  and 
living,  hot  the  famein  to  be  exercit  be  himfelfe,  becaufe  the  alledgit  flander, 
quherby  he  was  damnified  of  befor,  is  fufficientlj  tryit  and  removeit. 

3.  Concerning  James  Gibfone  and    Mr  John  Couper,   That  they  ac- 
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knowledge  and  confeffe  thai r  publick  offences  and  flanders  aganis  his  Ma- 
jeftie,  and  fatiffie  therfor  as  he  fall  think  good,  or  vthenvayes  be  deprivit 
from  all  fun6lionn  in  the  Kirk. 

4.  Concerning  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie,   That  he  be   receivit,  without 
farther  ceremonie,  to  the  fellowfchip  and  favour  of  the  Kirk. 

5.  Concerning  the   Laird   of  Fintries    excommunicatione,    quhilk  was 
fomequhat  extraordinar,  To  be  declarit  null. 

[The  Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk  giveth  their  full  power  an  co;n- 
miflion  to  their  loved  brethren  underwritten,  that  is  to  fay,  Johne  Erfkin  of 
Dunne,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  Andro  Melvill,  David  Lindfay,  Thomas  Buchau- 
nan,  Andro  Hay,  Robert  Bruce,  Johne  Robertfone,  Alexander  Rawfone, 
Robert  Grahame,  Patrick  Galloway,  David  Fergufone,  Nicoll  Dalgleifh, 
Johne  Porterfield,  James  Anderfoun,  Johne  Duncanfone,  Adame  John- 
lloune,  Walter  Balcanquell,  Andro  Clayhills,  and  Johne  Brand,  Miniilers 
of  Chrifts  Evangell,  or  any  threttine  of  them,  with  all  humility,  due  fub- 
miliion  and  reverence,  to  prefent  to  the  Kings  Majeity  and  Lords  of  Arti- 
cles of  his  Hienes  Parliament,  fuch  articles,  heads,  and  humble  petitions 
given  to  them  be  the  laid  Affembly,  tending  to  the  advancement  of  Chriils 
true  religione,  and  eftablifhing  of  good  difcipline  within  the  Kirk  of  this 
realme  ;  and,  with  all  earnefl  diligence,  care  and  travell,  make  fupplica- 
tione  and  right  humble  luite,  that  the  Tame  may  be  granted,  pafl  in  acts 
and  laws,  and  be  eftabliihed  and  iett  doun  by  his  Majefty  and  Noble  Eltates 
of  his  Parliament ;  and  therupon,  if  need  fhall  be,  to  treat,  conferre  and 
reafon,  and  upon  fuch  other  matters  and  heads  as  (hall  be  propouned  on 
his  Majeftys  behalfe  ;  and  further,  to  give  anfuer  to  his  Majeitys  five  Ar- 
ticles propouned  to  the  Affembly,  and  to  refolve  and  proceed  thereanent 
according  to  the  inttru£tions  given  to  them  ;  and  to  the  effect  that  the  laid 
brethren  may  be  the  readier  and  more  refolute,  that  theyconveen  at  Edin- 
burgh the  tenth  day  of  July  nixt ;  and  what  fhall  be  proceeded  or  done 
concerning  the  faid  commillion  in  all  points,  to  report  again  to  the  nixt 
Generall  Affembly  of  the  brethren:  firme  and  liable  holding  and  for  to 
hold  what  their  faid  brethren  in  the  premilles  laufully  leid  to  be  done. 
Given  in  the  faid  Generall  Affembly  of  the  Kirk,  day,  year,  and  place  fore- 
Hud.   C.  &  B.] 


1587.  UNIVERSAL!  KIRK  OF  SCOTLAND.  701 

[The  tenor  of  the]   Inftructiouns   to   the  Commiflionere  appointit  to 
waite  on  the  Parliament. 

1.  As  concerning  tin-  Kings  Articles  :   In  tin'  tirll  two,    Let  the  jud 
men!  of  the  Aliemblie  be  followit  and  notified  to  his  Majeftie. 

\^  to  the  third,  They  I'd!  travel!  by  all  good  means  poffible,  to  meafe  bis 
Majeftie  in  this  matter  and  bring  it  in  obliviouu  ;  ami,  fail jieing  thereof,  in 
cafe  they  (all  find  any  good  allured  hope  that  the  Kirks  Articles fal be  weill 
lookit  vpon,  and  grantit  to  palTe  in  Parliament,  they  lid!  preafe  to  bring  the 
matter  to  fuch  a  mids  a--  may  hell  aggrie  with  the  honour  ofthe  Miniilrii  .  1 
tiffii  ing  the  offence  of  the  godlie,  and  confcience  of  the  brother  themfeli  es, 
againft  quhom  his  Majeftie  hes  takin  offence,  as  may  he  thai  in  Ipeciall  quhilk 
his  Hienes  Commiffioners  lend  in  wryte  to  ane  of  the  faid  brether  ;  v\ 
wayes  it  they  be  urgeit  to  the  Article  a^  it  (lands,  thej  fall  leave  the 
matter  haill,  and  frie  to  be  trved  and  judgeil  be  the  Generall  Aliemblie. 

\s  to  the  fourth,  They  fall  diipeni'e  with  .Mr  Hoberi  Mo  1  sfomerie  in 
Ionic  ceremonies  vfed  in  repentance,  in  cafe  they  find  his  Majeftie  willing 
to  remit!  [bmequlial  ofthe  rigour  of  his  Majefties  fatifTactioun  cravit  of  the 
twa  brethn  .1,  I  e  quhom  he  finds  his  Hienes  offendit. 

As  to  the  ncerning  the  Laird  of  Fintrie,  Thej  tall  (hew  hi-  Ma- 

jeftie that  t!;e  Kirk  hes  appointit  certaine  of  brethren  to  Ge  quhat  effect  the 
dealing  of  them  that  was  appointil  in  the  laft  AfTemblie  lies  takin  with 
him,  I  and  to  travell  further  he  all  good  means  with  him]  to  bring  him  bj 
repentance  to  the  bofome  of  the  [true]  Kirk,  quherby  that  fentence  may 
he  in  verie  deid  annullit. 

They  Tall  admitt  nothing  lmrtftili  nor  prejudicial!  to  the  difcipline  ofthe 
Kirk,  as  it  is  concludit  according  to  the  Word  of  God  in  the  Generall 
Affemblie  of  the  Kirk]  preceiding  the  84  jeirofGod,  bot  preceiflie  (eik 
the  fame  to  be  ratified  and  allowit,  ifpofiiblie  it  may  be. 

And  finallie,  In  all  let  God  he  feared,  and  a  good  confcience  keiped,  in 
ureing  the  weill  of  the    Kirk,   and  taking  away  all  impedi 
trair  the 


!   mching  the  Commifl  Countries  :   Jt  is  concluded  their  com- 
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millions  fliall  continue  from  Affembly  to  Affembly  ;  and  that  the  brethren 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  Parliament  fupplicat  his  Majefty,  that  the  Com- 
miffioners  appointed  by  them  in  their  lafl  Affembly  may  be  continued  yet, 
feeing  there  is  no  fault  found  with  them  for  the  prefent.  C] 

It  was  vottit  and  concluded,  that  nane  falbe  admittit  to  any  Perfouage 
or  Vickarrage,  quho  fall  not  be  qualified  to  teach  and  preach  the  Word. 

[An  article  to  be  conceaved  and  given  in  with  the  reft  of  the  articles, 
that  an  a61  may  be  concluded  in  Parliament,  That  whereas  beneficed  men 
are  called  to  hear  them  deprived  before  the  Judges  ecclefiaftical  deputed 
thereto,  that  their  living  during  the  time  of  the  dependance  of  the  pro- 
cede,  in  cafe  they  be  deprived,  may  be  taken  up  and  applyed  to  the  ufe  of 
the  Kirk. 

The  Affembly  anfwered  to  Mr  John  Coupers  demand  if  they  found 
any  fault  in  him  wherefore  his  mouth  fliould  be  clofed,  That  they  found 
no  fault  with  him.  Mailer  John  protefted,  that  for  as  much  as  that  matter 
was  committed  to  certain  Commiffioners,  that  if  they  decreed  any  thing  to 
his  prejudice,  he  be  not  obliged  thereto,  unleffe  they  all  agree  in  una 
voce.    C] 

The  nixt  Affemblie  [is  appointed  to  conveen]  at  Edinburgh,  the  firft 
Tuelday  of  Julij. 
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\1)    M.D.LXXXVI1 


[The   Generall   Affemblie  conveened  by  the    Kings  call,]  at  Eden- 
burgh,  in  the  New  Kirk,  the  vj  day  of  Feberwar  1587. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Andro   Melvill,  [Principal!  of  the  N<  w  Col- 
in i    Androes,  Moderator  of  the  lafl  Affemblie.]     Leits,    Mr 
Thomas  Buchannan,  Peter  Blackburne,    Patrick  Galloway,  Robert  Br 
and  Nicoll   Dalgleiih :  The   laid   Mr   Robert  was  cholin   Moderatour  hac 
vice. 

[For  the  readier  expeditioun   of  matters  to  be  tn  the  hail]    Kirk 

defyrit  the  Kings  Majefties  Commillioners,  the   Mr  of  Lindefay,    my 
Lord  Vchiltrie,  the  Laird  of  Lochlevin,  the  Conftable  of  Dundee,  the  Tu- 
tour  of  Pitcurre,   the    Lairds  of  Killuthie,   Caprintoun,   Quhittinghame, 
[Carncll,]    Mr   Johne    Lindfay,    Senatour    of  the    C< 
Johne  Johnftoun,   Commiffioner  of   Edenburgh,    Alexander   Scryi 

imiQioner   of    Dundie,    William   Mengies,    Mrs   Robert    Pont,    David 

Lindfay,  Andro  Melvill,  Thomas  Buchannan,    Peter  Blackburne,  William 

Chryftefone,  to  concurre  with  the  Moderatour  in  advifeing  offpeciall  mat- 

i  med  ami     concludit     in   tin.'    Affemblie,   at  i  rdinan 

lion: 

rlameikle  as   tlii-  Affembli  straordinarlie   conveinit    For  the 

1  dangers  appearing  to  the  Evangell    within  thi->  country,   quhilk  i-  in 

a  particular  dilatit  be  the    Moderatour,   it  was  proponit  in  a  deliberatioun, 
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Quhat  fould  be  the  readiefl  way  to  quench  the  prefent  fyre  of  Papiftrie 
kindlit  throughout  all  the  haill  countrey  :  And  becaufe  the  propofitioun 
was  of  great  weight,  the  Affemblie  requyrit  the  Barronis  and  Gentlemen 
on  thair  part,  the  Commiffioners  of  Burrowis  on  the  2  pairt,  and  the  Min- 
iftrie  on  the  3  pairt,  to  conveine  themfelves  apairt  [at  four  hours,]  advil'e 
and  propone  thair  advyce  to  the  Moderatour  and  his  AHeflburs  the  morne, 
fuch  mides  as  they  find  for  them  ;  and,  for  furtherance  heirof,  ordaines 
Mrs  Peeter  Blackburne  and  Hew  Fullertoun  to  give  informatioun  of  the 
evidents  therof  in  thair  countreyes  ;  inioyning  farther  to  the  haill  brether 
and  Commiflioners  of  the  countreyes  to  give  in  thair  delatiouns  of  Papiftrie 
and  Jefuites  the  morne  in  wryt  to  the  Affemblie. 


Seffi 


10  oJ 


[Touching  the  head  propouned  yefternight  concerning  a  prefent  remedy 
for  purging  this  land  of  Papifts  and  Idolaters  :]  The  advyce  of  the  Noble- 
men and  Barronis  was  prefentit  [in  writt]  to  the  Affemblie,  red,  and  be 
commoun  confent  [of  the  whole  AlFembly]  thoght  [very]  melt  [and  expe- 
dient ;]  alwayes  firft,  it  feimed  good  that  [a  number  of  the  Noblemen, 
Barrons  and  Minifters  fhould  be  directed  to  his  Majefly,  to  witt,]  Archi- 
bald Erie  of  Angus,  my  Lords  Marfchell,  Marre,  Ochiltrie,  and  Sinklair, 
the  Lairds  of  Coldinknowis,  Lochlevin,  the  Tutour  of  Pitcurre,  the  Con- 
ftable  of  Dundie,  Alexander  Scrymgeour,  Johne  Adamfone,  Mrs  David 
Lindefay,  Patrick  Galloway,  David  Fergufone,  Robert  Pont,  and  Peeter 
Blackburne,  to  conferre  [and  communicat]  with  his  Majeftie  vpon  the 
fame  heid  [at  fuch  an  hour]  as  they  falbe  advertifed  from  the  Chancellor. 

[Followeth  the  tenour  of  the  faid  advyce.  C] 

The  advyce  of  the  Noblemen,  Barrones,  and  Gentlemen,  anent  [the 
head  propouned  in  the  Affembly  for]  the  purging  of  the  land  of 
Idolatrie  [and  feditious  entyfers.] 

1,  That  the  Lawes  of  the  countrey  without  delay  be  execute  again!!  all 
Jefuites,  Seminarie  Priefts,  Idolaters,  and  mantainers  therof;  and  for  that 
effect  every  man,  alweill  of  the  Gentlemen  as  of  the  Miniftrie  heir  affem- 
blit,  fall,  as  they  will  anfucr  to  God,  and  as  they  tender  his  glorie  and  the 
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wcill  of  his  Kirk,  give  vj>  prefentlie  in  catalogue  to  the  Moderatour  and 
Clerk,  the  names  of  fuch  as  they  [know  and]  efteime  to  be  Jefuites  and 
Seminarie  Priefte,  traffiquers  aganis  religiouri,  receipters,  intertainers  or 
mantainers  of  fuch  perfona  :  The  quhilk  names  falbe  givin  [in]  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Melvill,  Thefaurer,  quho  hes  promiGt  within  1>8  houres  therafter  to 
dilpatch  fummounds  vpon  them  all. 

2.  Seeing  the  danger  created  be  the  faids  perfona  is  imminent,  and  the 
[ordenar  and]  formal!  executioun  of  the  (aid  lawis  will  requyre  a  large 
procefs  oftyme,  his  Majeftie  and  Counfell  to  be  earneftlie  folicil  and  v\ 

to  provyde  incontinent   Come  extraordinar  remedy  for  the  extraordinary 
danger,  and  execute  the    laws  without  delay  vpon  the  chiefefl  of  the  J<  - 
fuitea  and  thair  mantainers,   doing  as   it'  treafon  were  intendit  agrainfi  bis 
Majefties]  ;iwin  pinion  and  erowno. 

3.  If  the  AiTemblie  fall  think  expedient,  the  faids  Noblemen,  Barronis 
and  Gentlemen  prefentlie  affemblit,  fall  gang  together  to  bia  Majeftie,  and 
regrate  the  caufe  of  the  Kirk  and  commoun  we'd]  to  hi-  Hienes,  and  the 
danger  quherin  the  libertie  of  this  realme,  thair  lifes  and  confeiencea  (lands 
into,  be  the  craft  of  Jefuites  and  traffiquera,  quho  hes  feducit  and  (tirre  I 
■\|>  enemies  both  intdline  and  forraine,    to  bereave  them   of  the  lame  ;    and 

offer  themfelvea,  thair  lyves,  lands,  and  friends,  to  be  employit  al  his  Ma- 
jefties pleafure,  for  preventing  thair  mofl  dangerous  attempts  and  bloodie 

■lev  vies. 


Seffio  4»- 

[Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  was  cited  by  direction  of  the  Synod  of  Fife  to 
compear  before  the  General!  Aflembly  the  (econd  day  therof,  with  con- 
tinuation of  dayes,  to  anfuer  for  giving  collation  of  the  Vicarage  <>t 
Leuchars  to  Mailer  Andrew  Allan,  without  content  of  the  Prefbytrie  oi 
Sanct  Amlrens  where  the  benefice  lyeth,  ami  without  confent  of  his  Affef- 
fors,  exprefll)  againft  the  ait  made  he  hi-  Majefty,  and  General!  Aflembly. 

He  was  called  on  in  the  fourth  Sellion,   hut  compeared  not. 


t  i 
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Seffio  5»- 

Touching  the  diligence  of  the  Miniftry  in  trying  the  affection  of  the 
Noblemen,  Barrons  and  Gentlemen  to  the  religion  :  Becaufe  a  part  hereof 
have  been  neglected,  and  fhortnefs  of  time  and  ignorance  pretexed  in  ex- 
cul'e,  the  AfTembly  exhorteth  the  brethren  which  have  been  remifle  in  do- 
ing their  dutie  herein,  without  any  delay  to  fupplie  their  negligence  and 
travells  in  all  parts,  where  the  fame  hath  been  committed,  as  they  will 
anfwer  to  their  dutie ;  and  ordaineth  Mailer  Nicoll  Dalgleifli  and  Mafter 
Adam  Johnftoune  to  palie  to  the  Lord  Hume  now  being  in  this  toune, 
and  precifely  urge  an  anfuer  in  the  faid  matter. 

It  was  ordained  that  an  article  mould  be  given  in  to  the  King,  bearing 
regrate  for  the  decay  of  certane  kirks  which  are  ruinous,  and,  without 
hailie  repare,  are  not  able  to  be  remedied,  namely  Glafgow,  Dumfermling, 
Dumblain  ;  and  that  his  Majeftie  fliould  be  defired  to  interpone  his  power 
to  caufe  the  Earle  of  Huntlie,  the  Abbot  of  Dumfermling,  to  repare  Dum- 
fermling ;  the  Bifchop  of  Dumblane,  Dumblane ;  and  for  reparing  of 
Glafgow,  to  take  order  that  the  lead  fallen  or  like  to  fall  may  be  imployed 
to  the  fclating  and  repairing  thereof,  which  would  be  a  great  parte  of  the 
charges.  C] 

All  Miniilers  within  thair  awin  bounds  were  exhortit  to  travell  earneltly 
with  thair  parochiners,  and  inform  them  of  the  neceffitie  of  the  exyled 
brether  in  France  for  the  religioun,  that  they  may  be  fupportit. 

Ordaines  Mrs  Robert  Rollock,  Andro  Melvill,  Thomas  Buchannan,  and 
Patrick  Sharp,  to  vifite  the  reply  made  be  Mr  Patrick  Blackburne  to  [the 
book  of  the  Jefuite]  Mr  James  Gordoun. 


Seffio  6a- 

The  Lords  direclit  to  the  Kings  Majeftie  reportit  they  had  conferrit  [at 
length  with  his  Grace  upon  fome  generall  heads,  as  namely,]  concerning 
Papiils,  planting  of  kirks,  difcipline,  and  the  poore,  [and]  receivit  [very] 
good  [and  comfortable]  anfuers,  as,  namely,  that  there  was  more  milter  of 
executioun  aganisPapills  nor  advyfeing ;  and  that  his  Hienes  was  glad  of  the 
folemnitie  [and  frequency]  of  the  Affemblie,  and  before  the  diflblving  ther- 
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ofdefvrit  that  they  lhould  refort  to  him,  quher  they  Could  heir  forth  i 
i  hi^  J  good  will  :  Jet  becaufe  ther  was  man)  particulars  quhilk  [  were  i 
prehended]  wider  j  the  (aid  j  general  Is,  his  Grace  had  appointit  (axe  of  bis 
Counfell,  with  fo  many  as  the  Kirk  Could  appoint  on  the  vther  fyde,  to 
conferre  the  morne.  [To  the  which  effect]  the  Affemblie  aominat  for 
the  part  of  the  Kirk,  the  Lairds  of  Wedderburne,  Killuthie,  Capringtoun, 
Ormeftouo,  Quhittinghame,  Johne  Johnftoun,  Alexander  Scrymgeour, 
William  Mengies,  Oliver  Peibles,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  An- 
dro  Melvill,  Peter  Blackburne. 

[The  Aflembly  thinketh  meet,  confidering  the  prefent  neceflity  of  the 
Miniftry,  that  his  Majefly  may  be  intreated  to  grant  to  the  acl  de\  ifed  bj 
the  Lords  of  the  Exchecker,  <>!'  the  third  in  favours  of  planting  of  the 
Kirks,  ami  to  eftablifh  the  fame  by  act  of  Secret  Counfell  ;  and  that  with- 
out prejudice  i>l'  any  further  benefite  or  right  given  and  granted  to  tl 
be  acts  of  Parliament  made  in  their  favours. 


..',o  7 
Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  was  ordained  to  be  prefent  at  the  nixt  Sefiion. 

Seflio 

Ane  excufe  lent  from    Mr  Patrick  Adamfone  was  presented  to  the  -Mo- 
derator,  bearing  in  effect  that,  if  he  were  prefent,    he  would  onely  feek  a 
copie  of  his  delation,  and  therefore  deiired  a  copy,  that  the  proceffe  be  I 
led  verbalie.  C] 

The  Aflemblie  directit  the  Miniiler  of  Dyfert  to  charge  Mr  Patrick 
Adamfone  to  compeir  perlbnallie  befor  them,  and  to  cru\e  his  awin  pe- 
titioun. 

|  He  compeared,   and  anfnered,    The  [ummonds  were  negative,   whei 
he  would  prove  the  affirmative,  to  witt,  that  he  gave  collation  with  advice 
of  the  moil  parte  «>f  his  Afiefibrs,  bein  med   by  fpeciall  exception 

from  the  Preibytrie,  in  lb  farr  as  Mr  James  and  Mr  Roberl  Wilkie,  and 
Mr  James  Martine  gave  (pedal  content  thereto,  and  produced  an  inflru- 
ment,  dated  the  20  of  Aprile  1587i  to  that  effect.     Mr  Robert  denyed  b*  - 
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fore  the  AfTembly,  that  ever  he  gave  confent.  Mr  James  Martine  denyed 
he  law  inftruraents  taken  thereupon.  He  alledged  likwife,  that  he  re- 
quired  John  Ure  and  others  of  his  Affeffors  by  write  to  come  to  him  for 
that  purpofe,  but  that  he  refufed.  John  Ure  granted  he  was  written  for, 
but  went  not  to  him,  nor  wrott  not,  becaufe  he  carried  no  favour  to  the 
Bifliop,  and  heard  evill  bruts  of  Mr  Andrew.  He  alledged  lickwife,  that 
he  had  required  Mr  Adam  Mitchel  and  other  of  his  AiTetTors  preterit,  but 
he  refufed  to  come,  and  refufed  to  give  his  affent ;  and  therefore  he  alled- 
ged that  he  had  the  confent  of  three  of  his  AlTeffbrs,  and  that  John  Ure 
his  taciturnity  was  to  be  taken  for  a  confent ;  and  therefore  howbeit  Mr 
Adam  Mitchell  refuted,  yet  he  had  proceeded  to  the  collation  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  moll  parte  of  his  Affeffors,  being  feven  in  num- 
ber :  But  the  AlTembly  findeth  that  the  filence  of  John  Ure  induceth  no 
confent,  and  that  he  had  controveened  the  aeT  in  giving  the  collation, 
without  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  mofl  parte  of  his  AffeiTors.  Mr 
Patrick  protefted,  in  refpecT  he  had  required  his  Affeffors,  as  he  alledged, 
at  divers  dayes,  they  not  compearing,  he  was  not  holden  to  delay  the  col- 
lation, but  might  have  proceeded  as  he  did.  The  AlTembly  ordained  the 
officer  of  the  Kirk  to  warne  them  to  compear  before  them  the  nixt  day 
after  noon. 

Touching  the  conference  of  the  brethren  appointed  by  the  AlTembly 
with  the  Kings  Commiflioners  after  noon  yeiterday  :  Report  being  made 
by  Mr  David  Lindfay  in  name  of  the  reft,  that  they  had  conferred  upon 
two  heads,  viz.  planting  of  Kirks,  and  vifitation  to  be  had  of  the  dangerous 
partes  of  the  countrey,  where  Papifirey  and  corruption  hath  chiefly  made 
the  brufche. 

And  as  concerning  the  planting  of  Kirks  and  provition,  they  had  found 
it  good  that  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  Mailer  John  Lindfay,  the  Clerk  of 
Regifter,  and  Matter  John  Nicolfone,  with  fuch  as  the  AlTembly  fliall  no- 
minate, fhould  tit  doun  and  examine  what  the  fumme  of  the  whole  thrids 
will  amount  unto  in  vicTuall  and  money  ;  what  is  given  out  to  the  Kirk, 
what  in  pennons,  and  what  to  the  Kings  houfe  ;  that  it  may  be  contidered 
how  the  prefent  neceffity  of  the  Kirk  may  be  helped  without  the  prejudice 
of  the  full  patrymoney  thereof;  and  to  that  effect  defired  the  AlTembly  to 
nominate  for  their  parte  to  conveen  as  the  Chanccllour  fhould  give  adver- 
tiiement :  To  the  which  the  AlTembly  nominated  Matter  David  Lindfay, 
Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan. 
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And  ficklyke  it  was  thougbl  good,  the  Aflembly  (hould  nominate  i 
taine  perfons  of  the  Miniftrie  to  vilit  the  dangerous  parts  of  the  countrey, 
whereunto  the  Kings  Grace  would  interpone  his  authority,  and  joyne 
t  me  to  concurre  with  them  :  For  the  which  effect  the  Aflembly  hath  m>- 
minated  for  the  North,  .Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  Adam 
Johnftone ;  Mr  Nicol  Dagleifti,  Mr  David  Lindiay,  Mr  Robert  Hepburne, 
for  the  South :  The  fpeciall  beads  <>f  their  comraifDon,  and  the  tyme  ol 
uling  thereof,  to  be  penned  by  the  laid  Mr  Robert  and  Mr  David.  (  .  | 

Anenl  the  fupplicatioun  of  Mr  Robert  Montgomerie:   The  Kirk  having 
takin  confideratioun  of  the  proces  led  againfi  bim,  and  of  the  circumftai 
of  that  matter,  [finds]  he  may  l>e  admittit  Paflour  over  a  flock  quher  in-  hes 
not  bein  Qanderous,  provyding  that  he  be  found  qualified  in  lyfe  and  doc- 
trine. 

[The  Lord  Privie  Seal  directed  from  the  King,  declared  that  his  Hienes 
was  informed,  that  James  Gibfon,  Minifter  of  Pencaitland,  had  promifed  to 
the  brethren  upon  the  conference,  to  (atiffy  the  King  for  fome  words  ut- 
tered in  hi--  fermon,  and  willed  the  Aflembly  to  enquire  at  the  laid  brethren, 
what  he  had  promifed,  and  to  fee  if  the  famine  had  been  performed  ;  if  not, 

that  iat : li'.u  1  ion  he  made  to  hi-  Highnefs  honour. 

James  Gibfon  being  called,  confeffed  he  had  promifed  to  the  brethren 
that  which  hi'  had  not  performed  ;  and  that  he  was  induced  to  the  (aid  pro- 
mife  through  infirmitie,  meaning  the  fear  of  danger  to  the  Kirk  in  general), 
and  the  deftrudtion  of  bis  own  flock  in  particular;  bul  that  be  did  know 
or  tind  nothing  in  his  own  conscience,  wherein  In-  bad  offended  hi-  Majefl) 
in  any  thing  he  (pake:  The  Aflemblie  ordained  him  to  he  prefent  .it  the 
privie  conference  after  noun.  ('.] 


Seflio  f> 

The  Chancellar  being  prefent,  defyrit  the  breither  to  wey  if  James 
Gibibne  had  nol  offendit  the  Kings  Majeftie,  not  only  that  he  had  vttered 
in  hi-  fermoun  thir  word-  following  aganis  the  Kings  Majeftie,  viz.  That 
he  weined  that  [before]  James  Stewart  and  Lady  Elifabeth  and  William 
Stewart  had  bein  the  perfecuters  of  the  Kirk  ;  hot  now  he  find-  [plain]  be 
experience,  that  the  King  bimfelfe  bes  bein  the  perfecuter  :  A-  Jeroboam, 
for  erecting  of  Idolatrie  and  permitting  thereof,  was  the  laft  of  his   • 
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terity,  fo  he  fearit  if  he  continuit,  he  fould  conclude  his  race  :  But  alfb 
in  that,  he  acknowledging  to  the  brethren  of  the  Conference  that  he  had 
offendit  his  Grace,  he  [had]  promifed  to  make  fatiffaclioun,  and  had  failed 
and  brokin  promife  :  For  after  calling  of  the  laid  James,  quho  compeirit 
not,  my  Lord  Chancellour  defyrit  the  Moderatour  [to  put]  to  the  vote  of 
the  Affemblie,  If  the  words  above  fpecified  were  offenlive  :  Quho,  in  re- 
fpe6t  that  none  offerit  any  reafon  againft  the  fame,  proponit  the  famein  in 
termes  to  them,  quho  for  the  moll  part  vottit  affirmative,  the  fame  words 
to  be  offenlive. 


Selfio  10a- 

Anent  the  forme  of  repentance  prefcryvit  for  adulterie,  homicide,  and 
vther  crymes,  quherof  the  iatiffactioun,  of  befor,  be  the  acls  of  the  Kirk, 
was  made  befor  the  Synodall  Aflemblie  :  Seeing,  in  many  parts  of  the 
countrey,  the  penitents,  at  fuch  tymes  of  the  geir  quhen  Synodall  Aflem- 
blies  are  haldin,  are  in  laufull  traffiqueing  furth  of  the  countrey,  It  is  found 
expedient  in  tyme  comeing,  quher  Prelbytries  are  weill  ordoured  and  eftab- 
liflied  be  the  judgement  of  the  Synodall  Affemblies,  [that]  the  faids  penitents 
fall  performe  vniverfallie  through  the  realme,  thair  iatiffaclioun  befor  the 
faids  Prelbytries,  in  iuch  forme  as  they  were  accuftomit  befor  the  Synodalls  ; 
vtherwayes,  quher  the  Prelbytries  are  not  get  well  [ordered  or]  conftitute 
be  the  judgement  of  thair  Synodall  Affemblies,  the  accuftomit  ordour  to  be 
keipit. 

[My  Lord  Privie  Seal  defired  Mr  John  Couper  to  be  removed  from 
Edenburgh  to  Glafgow.  Mr  Gualter  Balcalquall  alledged  he  was  bound  be 
ane  a6l  of  the  Seffion  of  the  Kirk  of  Edenburgh  to  them,  as  their  ordenar 
Minifter.     Mr  Gualter  was  ordained  to  produce  the  act  after  noon.  C] 


Seffio  11*- 

Forfameikle  as  befor  noone,  James  Gibfone  being  prefent,  was  fum- 
mound  be  the  voyce  of  the  Moderatour  to  be  prefent  after  noone,  to  heir 
the  matter  concerning  him  reafoned,  and  it  was  teftified  be  diverfe  of  the 
brether,   quho  fate  near  him,  [and]  heard,  he  promifed  to  compeir  j    and 
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\r[  being  of)  tymes  callil  and  compeirit  not:     The  Aflemblie  finds 
contumaz  for  uot  compeiring,   nor  fending  any  reafonable  ex<  ufe  for  his 
abfence. 

[Mr  Patrick  Adamfon  was  delated  for   giving   collation   to   Mr  Pati 
Thomfon  of  the  Perlbnage  of  Fliik  without  the  advice  of  hi    Affefl 
and  el"  iln>  Vicarge  of  io  a  child  of  eleven  years  old,  il 

a  benefice  of  cure:  He  being  prefenl  anfwered,  Thai  both  the  one  and 
the  oilier  were  done  before  the  acl  of  the  ( inference  :  and  that  the  Bifliops 
of  Sanct  An  trews  are  bound  to  the  E  '  i  f  [lothes  to  doe  the  firlt  by 
an  old  indenture. 


The  Aflembly  judged  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  in  rei  oftranfgi 

the  a6l  of  the  Conference,  (<>  be  worthie  <>t'  deprivation  ;  but  before  any 
fentence  be  pronunced,  the  Aflembly  willcth  their  brethren  appointed  to 
prefenl  their  articles  to  the  King,  to  informe  bis  Majefty  of  their  proceed- 
ings again fl  him. 

[Anent  Mr  John  Couper  to  be  removed  from  Edenburgh  to  Glafgou 
The  matter  being  reafoned,   and  the  reafons  of  the  Counfell  of  the  toun 
being  heard,  the  Aflembly  remitted  the  acceptatione  of  the   MinifAi 
Glafgow  to  bis  owne  cboife,  and  ordained  him  to  refolve. 


Seffio  1  - 

[The  Chancellar  declared,  that  for  the  Kings  Commifldoners  they  bad 
confidered  the  articles  penned  by  the  brethren  lor  planting  of  Kirks,  and 
though!  a  great  parte  thereof  fhould  be  granted  ;  but  deflred  the  Aflembly 
to  determine  in  the  action  concerning  .lames  Gibfon.  He  alledged  the 
Aflembly  had  proceeded  thus  farre,  That  the  words  produced  in  write 
were  already  found  by  the  Afleml  afire  :     Nizt,   That  be  had  con- 

fefled  the  uttering  of  the  fame,  and  promifed  fatifia6tion  and  repentance, 
but  being  cited  to  be  prefent  himfelf  before  the  Aflemblie,  was  declared 
contumaz  ;  fo  refleth,  laid  be,  to  confiderofthe  penalties  deferved  by  him. 
But  becaufe  fume  of  the  brethren  opponed  that   they  heard  not  any  fuch 
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eonfefiion,  he  produced  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  my 
Lord  Privie  Seal,  Sir  Robert  Melvill,  Mr  Nicoll  Dagleifh,  witneires.  They 
being  all  fworne  deponed  in  open  AfTembly,  as  followeth.  The  faid  Mr 
David  Lindfay  deponed,  That  in  the  conference  and  reafoning  had  with 
the  faid  James  in  the  Galerie,  at  command  of  the  AfTembly,  the  faid  James 
confelTed  the  words  contained  in  the  writting  :  Sir  Robert  Melvill  de- 
poneth,  That  in  the  Galerie  he  demanded  at  the  laid  James,  if  he  fpake 
the  words  contained  in  the  writing,  who  anl'wered,  He  could  not  deny 
the  fame  :  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  my  Lord  Blantyre  confirmeth  to  Mi- 
David  :  Mr  Nicoll  Dagleifh  deponeth,  That  at  the  time  of  the  conference 
when  he  was  prefent,  that  James  Gibfon  alledged  that  he  fpake  this,  That 
Captain  James  and  Lady  Elifabeth  were  not  the  onely  perfecutors,  but  the 
King  alfo  ;  but  denyeth  that  he  lpoke  thir  words,  That  the  King  himfelfe, 
or  He  Himfelf,  was  the  perfecutor  ;  and  the  lafl  words  concerning  Jero- 
boam, he  declared  he  fpake  be  a  commination.  Upon  the  depolitions  fol- 
lowed this  fentence  of  fufpenlion  following  : 

Touching  the  action  concerning  James  Gibfon  :  Seing  it  is  already 
found  be  the  moft  part  of  the  votes  of  the  Affembly,  that  the  words  follow- 
ing are  offenfive,  to  witt,  I  wont  before  that  James  Steuart  and  Lady  Elifa- 
beth and  William  Steuart  had  been  the  perfecutors  of  the  Kirk  ;  but  now 
I  find  plainlie  be  experience,  that  the  King  himfelfe  hath  been  the  perfe- 
cutor ;  as  Jeroboam,  for  erecting  of  Idolatrie  and  permitting  thereof,  was 
the  lafl  of  his  pofterity,  fo  I  fear  if  he  continue,  that  he  fhall  conclude  his 
race  ;  and  that  the  faid  James  being  cited  by  the  voice  of  the  Moderator 
to  be  prefent,  to  have  anfwered  in  the  faid  matter,  for  not  compearance  is 
alreadie  declared  contumax  ;  and  that  it  hath  been  fufficiently  verefyed  be- 
fore the  faid  AfTembly  by  depolitions  of  diverfe  of  the  brethren,  who  heard 
the  faid  James  his  eonfefiion  of  fpeaking  thereof :  Therefore,  C]  The 
Affemblie  prefent  advyfeing  with  the  faid  matter,  for  the  moll  part  vottit 
and  adjudgit  the  faid  James  to  be  fufpendit  fra  his  office  and  functioun 
of  the  Miniflrie,  during  the  will  of  the  Kirk. 


Sellio  14»- 

[The  Articles  penned  by  Mr  Robert  Pont  and  Mr  James  Melvill,  being 
prefented  to  the  AfTembly,  read,  and  publickly  allowed,  were  thought  meet 
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to  be  prefented  to  his  Grace  by  Mr  Robert  Pont,  and    Mr   Andrew  Mel- 
vill,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne,  Mr  David  Lindfay. 
The  tenour  of  the  Articles,  \\  nth  the  ( rreifs,  to  be  prefented  to  the  Ki 

M;i|.'ll\  ,    follow  t'tli.    C] 

Tin1  humble  lute  of  the  Kirk,  prefentlie  conveinit  at  the  AlTemblie,  t" 
the  Kings  Majeftie. 

Sir,  gour  Majeftie  rem  smbereth  the  caufe  <>!  com  eining  this  Aflemblie  al 
jour  Hienes  command,  quhilk  coniifts  principallie  in  two  j >< >i n t -  ;  ane,  for 
repreffiug  of  Jeluites  and  \ tin  r  Papifts  quho  arc  entril  In  tin-  realme,  and 
practifes  with  than-  complices,  j  by  all  means  |  to  (iibvert  the  (inceritie  of  the 
religioun  prefentlie  profeft  within  the  fame;  another,  to  j»r«>\  \ -It-  fuch 
meanes,  that,  in  tyme  comeing,  fuch  dangerous  prac^ifes  may  be  avoydil 
and  efchewit. 

[As  to  the  former  two  heads,  to  give  our  counfell  and  advice  to  your 
Majefty,  as  it  was  devifed  and  appointed  we  lliould  doc  at  tin-  Aflemblie, 
and  for  the  which  caufe,  namelie,  the  famen  was  approved  :  This  is  the 
advice  which  we  think  molt  convenient,  and  thefe  things,  with  all  humility, 
we  Cute  to  he  jn  rformed.  C] 

A-  t.>  the  till t ,  We  humblie  crave,  1 .  That  [bme  of  the  principal!  Jefuites 
and  vthers  fall  inftantlie  be  takin  ordour  with,  to  give  example  [and  ter- 
rour]  to  the  reft,  viz.  Mr  .lame-  Gordoun  and  \\  illiame  Creichtoun,  quho 
arc  inftantlie  in  this  towne,  that  they  may  be  incontinent  callit  befor  -•""' 
Hlienes  and  Counfell,  and  ther  to  be  declairit  [to  them]  how-  thair  lyves 
are  in  jour  Majefties  hand,  for  contraveining  of  jour  Hienes  lawes,  and 
jet  it'  jour  Graces  clemencie  doia  (pair  [  them  ;  ]  charging  them  in  the  meane 
t\  nit'  to  remaine  in  ward  within  the  towne  * » I  Edenburgfa  \  nto  the  t\  me  oi 
the  palling  away  of  the  firfl  (hips  that  fall  depart,  quherin  they  falbe  entrit 
and  fend  away  ;  and  that  it  be  denuncit  [unto  them,]  that  in  cace  thei  re- 
turne  at  any  tyme  [hereafter,]  within  tin-  realme,  without  gour  Hienes 
fpeciall  licence,  the  law  falbe  executi  againft  them  to  death,  without  anj 
farther  pre. 

[Nixt,  Thai  the  Lairds  ofFintrie,]  Glenbervie,  jounger,  and  vthers  i  \- 
communicat  Papifts,  La-1  '•'""'  gevin  vp  in  bill,  [falbe]  callit  befor  -our 
Hienes  and  Counfell,  and  fuch  things  laid  to  thair  charge  as  they  are  cul- 
pable of,    according  to  the  laws  and  act-  of   Parliament,    that    the    j)ena!ti-- 
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therof  may  be  execut  vpon  them  :  And  lick  as  are  apoftates  from  the  true 
religioun,  quhilk  once  they  imbraceit,  may  be  callit  in  lyke  manner  and 
punifchit. 

Item,  That  fummounds  be  prefentlie  direct  aganis  all  receipters  of  [Pa- 
pifts,]  Jefuites,  Seminarie  Prielts,  and  traffiquers  aganis  true  religioun  ;  and 
lykewayes  to  fummound  witneffes,  be  quhois  depofitiouns  they  may  be  con- 
vict of  the  erymes  forfaids  ;  and  in  fpeciall,  that  fuch  are  of  the  Eftate, 
and  are  culpable  of  apoflalie  or  papiftrie,  fall  in  no  wayes  be  fufFerit,  [but 
called  and  convict  thereof,  and  if  they  be  convict  of  thir  crimes,  fliall 
on  no  way  be  pardoned,]  vntill  the  tyme  they  have  iatiffied  afweill  the 
Kirk  as  his  Majeflie  and  Eitate :  And,  generally,  that  all  Noblemen 
quhatfumer,  without  exception,  knowin  mantainers  of  Papifts,  or  inter- 
pryfeing  any  thing  againft  the  true  religioun,  fall  either  be  put  prefentlie 
in  ward,  or  exylit  the  countrey. 

[As  concerning  the  fecond  head,]  Anent  the  planting  of  Kirks  :  This 
is  our  advyce  vnto  gour  Hienes,  That  Commillioners  be  direct  from  gour 
Majeftie  and  this  Generall  Affemblie  to  the  north  and  fouth  parts  of  this 
countrey,  [in  fpeciall  to  the  effect,]  to  vifite  [the  Kirks,]  and  plant  Minif- 
ters  quher  neid  requyres  reprefling  of  Papiftrie  [which  hath  overflowed  all 
thefe  parts  ;  the  faids  Commiffioners]  having  commillioun  and  power  af- 
weill of  gour  Majeftie  as  of  the  Kirk,  to  call  befor  them  all  that  are  fuf- 
pect  of  perverting  true  religioun  or  revolting  therfra,  [fuch  at  the  leait  as 
they  may  take  order  with ;]  and  to  doe  all  vther  things  neceffar  for  refor- 
matioun  of  thefe  parts,  [and  reducing  them  to  good  order,  providing  means 
how  the  do6trine  and  difcipline  may  be  well  eftablifhed  to  remain  hereafter 
where  they  fliall  paffe  ;  and  an  ample  commiflion  is  to  be  given  to  them 
for  this  effect :  for  the  which  caufe  we  have   nominated  in   this  Affemblv 

J 

certane  brethren  of  the  Miniftrie,  leaving  the  nomination  of  others  to  be 
joyned  with  them  to  your  Majefty  and  Counfell.]]  And  becaufe  the  faid 
worke  cannot  paffe  ford  wart,  vnleffe  ther  be  provifion  made  afweill  for 
Commiffioners  of  the  Kirk,  as  Minifters  to  be  plantit  in  neceffar  places, 
that  certain  be  deput  from  the  Counfell,  and  certaine  of  the  Miniftrie,  [at 
leaft  to  the  number  of  three  on  either  fide,]  to  conveine  with  all  good  ex- 
peditioun,  and  light  the  rolls  of  the  thrids,  that  it  may  be  confidderit  quhat 
may  be  fpared  to  that  effecl; ;  [and]  quher  the  faids  thrids  lies  bein  abufed 
in  tymes  paft,  to  fie  how  the  famein  may  be  reform  it ;  and  that  the  act 
made  for  difcharging  of  penfiouns  out  of  the  thirds  and  fuperplus,  and  pro- 
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clamatioun  pail  theron,  maj  take  full  force  (and  effect,  and  not  be  eluded 
nor  fruftrated  l>\  any  perfon,  the  which  except  it  be,  the  laid  planting  can- 
not take  effect.  ' 

Lykewayes  jiving  power  to  the  faid  Commiffioners  |  to  be  fent  into  the 
countreys,]  to  reform e  Colledges  and  Schoolea  ;  and  quher  the  rent  therol 
is  abufed,  to  put  convenient  remedie  therto ;  and  quher  il  maj  not  ferve, 
to  lie  how  it  maj  be  belpit,  and  that  fufficient  men  be  placil  in  the  rowme 
of  idle  bellies,  [that  confume  the  patrimonie  thereof,  and  doe  nol  their 
dutie  therefore;]  and  L \vitli  power,  in  lyke  manner,]  to  depoie  from  the 
office  of  the  Miniftrie,  and  from  thair  benefices,  all  fuch  a--  falbe  found  vn- 
worthie  or  Qanderoua  in  isle  and  doctrine,  afw<  ill  Bilbhopes  as  vthers. 
Moreover,    That  it  wald  pleafe  jour  Majeftie  to  take  fome  folid  ordour, 

how     that  the  laws  made  for  the  punifliment  of  vyces  [which  overgoe  the 
whole  land,  ]  and  Commiiliouns  appointit  theranent  may  take   fome  j 
effect  ;    and  executione  of  the  heavy  pla  d,  which  for  that  caufe 

la\  upon  this  land,  maybe  removed,  and  greater  threatned  prevented.  C.| 
And  lafl,  That  ordour  be  takin  with  the  poore,  that  [in  huh  multitudes] 

wander-  vp  and  downe  the  countrey  without  law  or  religioun. 

[Certaine]  Greives  of  the  Kirk  [of  Scotland,]  aflembledin  Edenburgh, 
givin  in  to  his  Majeftie,  [the  On  <>t'  February  1587-] 

[Firft,  and  above  all  other  things,  It  i-  .me  exceiding  great  greife  to  all 
fuch  as  have  any  l'punck  of  tin-  love  of  God  and  his  Kirk,  to  I'm'  Jefuites, 
Seminarie  Priefts,  and  other  teachers  of  Papiftrie  anderrour,  fo  long  to  be 
fufferit  to  pollute  this  land  with  idolatrie,  corrupt  and  feduce  the  people, 
and  fpread  abroad  their  pufyionable  doctrine  ;  to  lie  practifers  and  traf- 
fiquers  aganis  the  true  religioun,  and  the  pr<  lent  libertie  "I  tin-  realme,  to 
l>e  recept,  mantainit  and  entertained,  to  bring  to  pal-  their  moll  dan 
ous  devices  and  comploits  ;  and  receipters,  inti  rtainers,  and  mantainers, 
and  profeffed  favourers  of  both  the  ane  ami  the  vther  fo  t..  abound  every- 

quher,  and  not  only  to    he  tolerat  impunc,   without  executioun  id' the  law- 

of  the  countrey  made  againfi  fuch  perfons,   hot   alfo  to  have  fpecial  credit, 

favour  ami  furtherance,  at  Court,  in  Sellioun,  to  Burgh,  in  land,  throughout 

all  the  realme,  in  all   thair  affaires;    and,  on  the  other  parte,  to  behold  the 

true  word  of  God  contemptuoullie  difpylit   be  the  great   multitude;  his 
holie  facraments  horriblie  profained  he  privat,  corrupt,  and  vnlawfull  per- 
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Ions  j  the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  nothing-  fett  by ;  the  perfons  of  the  Mi- 
nifters  and  office-bearers  within  the  fame,  invaided,  ftricken,  minaffed,  and 
fhamefullie  abufed,  themfelves  beggeirit,  and  thair  families  fhamefully 
hungrit,  and  get,  notwithftanding,  neither  the  laws  made  aganis  idolatrie 
and  vyce  putt  to  execution,  neither  fufficient  laws  made  for  the  libertie 
and  wellfair  of  the  Kirk,  nor  fuch  as  are  made  caufed  to  take  good  effec~l 
for  removing  of  the  faid  fearful  enormities,  like  as  be  the  particulars  after 
following,  lamentablie  complained  by  the  feverall  kirks  in  every  parte  of 
this  realme,  is  more  manifeft.  C.  &  B.] 


[In  the  South]  about  Dumfreis. 

Mr  Johne  Durie,  Jefuite,  [corrupting,]  leduceing  and  practifeing  [to  and 
fro,]  vnder  the  name  of  Mr  William  Leing,  quho,  with  his  complices,  had 
mefs  within  [the  toun  of]  Dumfries,  before  goole  and  Pal'che  laft  was,  The 
Lord  Herries,  the  Laird  of  Kilquhonnatie,  the  Gudman  of  Drumrufch, 
Mr  Homer  Maxwell,  Commiffar,  Johne  M'gie,  Commiffar  Clark,  Johne 
Bruce,  merchand,  John  Rig,  Notar,  Paul  Thomefone,  my  Lady  Herreis, 
elder  and  gonger,  my  Lady  Mortun,  the  Lady  Tweddell,  papifts,  apoftats, 
mantainers  [and  entertainers]  and  profeffed  favourers  of  Jefuites.  [Item 
there  is  a  certane  woman  called]  Catherine  Herlinges  [that]  does  no  lefs 
hurt  in  Dumfreis  nor  the  Jefuites.  No  reibrting  to  the  hearing  of  the 
Word  [there  ;]  no  difcipline  ;  fuperftitious  dayes  keipit  be  plaine  com- 
mand, and  controlling  of  the  deacons  of  the  crafts  ;  all  fuperftitious  ryot- 
oufnes  at  guile  and  Pal'che  ;  na  kirks  plantit  fufficientlie. 


In  the  North. 

Mrs  James  Gordoun,  Edmund  Hay,  Alexander  Macquhirry,  Johne 
Scot,  Alexander  Meldrum,  Arthur  Panton,  Jefuites,  [unceffantly  corrupt- 
ing,] makes  refidence  cheiflie  in  Murray,  [Elly,  Boyne,]  and  Strabogie, 
bot  ieduces  every  quher  in  Buchan,  Garioch,  Mar,  Aberdein.  They  re- 
paire  commonly  vnto  Airth,  Laird  of  Leflies  [houfe,]  elder,  Andro  Hervies 
[houfe]  and  his  Mother,  Andro  Leflie  of  the  Peill,  excommunicat  for  pa- 
piftrie,  the  Chancellours  [houfe]  of  Auld  Aberdein,   and  to  §oung  Glen- 
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bervie,  •  Kcommunicat,  quher  they  have  than-  houfe  tnefe  at  thair  pleafure  . 
and  thair  publick  mefe  erectil  at    the  Laird  of  Lefliea  chappell,  with 
i doles  above  the  altar ;  and  ther  bes  maried  two  commoun  adulterous  har- 
lots, Andro  Praetor  and  Jenal  VI  ilfoun,  quho  would  nevir  'jive  obedience 
to  the  Kirk. 

[  [tern,  Thefe  Jefuits  conveen  in  the  Toun  of  ( )M  Aberdeen,  and  have 
their  tneetting  with  Papifts  of  the  New  and  Old  Toune,  diverting  many, 
and  confirming  their  diiciples,  difperfing  their  books,  and  giving  of  their 
Agnus  1  )ci :  And  as  to  the  recepters,  thej  are  fo  many  thai  few  or  n<> 
honeft  men  arc  in  th<>  whole  countrey,  thai  aither  for  fear  or  favour  have 
not  recepl  the  Jefuits,  profefied  papifts,  as,  namely,  the  Bifhop  of  Rofie 
challenging  the  Perfonage  of  where  Mr  Gualter  Richard- 

fone,  a   Minifter   Perl  >n  is  laufully  provided,   Is  repoffefled  to  difpoffi  fe 
t lit*  Minillt  r. 

Sicklyke  Mr  Patrick  Mortoun,  an  excommunicated  Preift  in 
challenging  the  Perfonage  of  to  difpoflefs  Mr  Gi  'Ton, 

Minifter  there. 

Item,  The  whole  common  kirks,  as  Pordice,  and  the  kirk-;  annexed 
thereto,  the  kirks  of  Rathin,  Logilichan,  and  Killdrynnie,  Cabroch,  Logy- 
mar,  are  given  to  the  Earle  of  Huntlie,  to  the  dilpofiefling  of  Mr  Gilbert 
Gordon,  Mr  Duncan  Davidfone,  Mr  James  Cheyn,  and  Mr  Thomas  Mel- 

\  ill,  and  the  whole  reader-,  of  the  [aid8  kirks.    ( '.  ] 

Item,  [There  is  no  vifitatione  within  the  faids  bounds  bj  reafon  ]  Mr 
Teeter  Blackburne  is  compellil  to  defifl  from  vilitatioun,  be  diverfe  charges 
of  the  Kings  letters  purchaft  be  the  Bifchop  of  Aberdein. 

[The  kirks  of  Deir  are  all  I'rnllrated  of  their  llijiends,  and  the  Minifter S 
thereof  not  according  to  their  provifion  made   in  my  Lord 

Marihalls  infeftment. 

The  cheif  and  principall  kirks,  Ellon,  Fyfe,  and  Tarvefle,  Locky,  Dar- 
nock,  Kyntore,  Innerug,  deftitute  altogither  of  Paftors  and  provifion, 
which  is  a  fpeciall  common  greiffe  through  all  the  countrey.  C.  | 


In  Ross. 

Mr  Johne  Lethe  reftoreit  to  the  Bifchoprick  of   Rofe,    in  the  (aft  Par- 
liament. 
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[Item,  Mr  Alexander  Leilie,  Perfon  of  Kinken  in  Ros,  newlie  provydit, 
a  profeffed  papift,  and  excommunicat  for  the  fame,  by  the  Prefbitrie  of 
Aberdein.  C.  &  B.] 

Item,  Sir  Donald  Simfone,  [papift,]  profaner  of  [the  facrament  of]  bap- 
tifme,  and  abufer  of  marriage. 

[Item,  Diverfe  papifts,  and  contemners  of  the  l'acraments,  whofe  names 
follow,  Alexander  Rofe  of  Ballingoun,  Alexander  Chilholme  of  Comer, 
Alexander  Ferme,  and  Finlay  Ferme  his  fon,  of  Pittellan. 

And,  finally,  there  is  a  great  coldnefs  amongft  all,  both  Gentlemen  and 
Commons,  entered  in,  fince  the  Jefuits  had  libertie  to  pafs  through  the 
countrey,  in  the  time  of  the  Earle  of  Huntleys  Lieutenantrie. 

The  kirks  are  everywhere  demolifhed  and  ruinous,  which  is  a  comraoun 
greife  throu  many  parts  of  the  land.  C] 


Cathnes. 

The  Erie  of  Sutherland,  with  his  Ladie  and  freinds,  Papifts,  vehementlie 
fufpectit  laitlie  to  have  had  mefs,  and  contemners  of  the  Word  and  Sacra- 
ments. 

[Item,  Very  few  Minifters  there,  and  all  deftitute  of  provifione.  C] 

Mernes  and  Angus. 

William  Douglas,  fbnne  to  the  Laird  of  Glenbervie,  lies  caufed  vnbefett 
at  fundrie  tymes,  [two  of  the  Miniftrie,  to  wit,]  Mrs  George  Glaidftanes 
and  Andro  Mylne,  [and  that]  with  armed  men  at  thair  houfe,  and  lying 
in  waite  for  them  about  thair  houfe,  and  were  not  the  releife  of  God  and 
good  men,  had  takin  thair  lyves. 


[Angus.  C] 

[Papifts  and  their  mantainers]  in  the  weft  part  of  Angus  :  Patrick  Lord 
Gray  under  proces  of  exconimunicatioun,  Mr  Thomas  Gray  excommunicat, 
Sir  Johne  Fyfe,  Preift  in  Langforgune,  David  Grahame  of  Fentrie  excom- 
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municat,  James Grahame,  younger,  his  brothers  Papift,  Thomas  Abercrumie 
of  Midle  ( r  our  die,  having  fubfcrj  vit,  communicats  not,  hot  continues  s  com- 
moiiii  reafoner  sganis  the  religioun,  a  defender  of  Papiftrie,  [and  i 
ofjefuil  ,  r.i|>ill>,  and  Seminarie  Preifts ;]  Patrick  Lindefay,  brother  to 
the  Laird  of  Vaine,  a  realbner  againft  the  trueth  in  every  place  ,  Mi 
Andro  ('lark,  fervant  to  the  Lord  Hoome,  fugitive  in  Angus,  traffiquing 
in  fundrie  places,  to  undermine  the  Gofpell,  avouing  himfelfa  Papift,  and 
blafphemoufly  railing  againft  the  Word  and  Minifters  thereof.  (  .  Item, 
Mr  George  Hetlie,  Minifter  at  Abirnyt,  cruellie  invaidit  be  Thora  Boyd, 
and  in  reding  of  them  ane  man  Qaine. 


No  reforting  to  the  Kirk  in  many  places.  The  kirks  [are]  ruiuous  and 
deAitute  of  Paftours  and  provision  in  many  places.  There  i-  fuperftitious 
keiping  of  Yoole,  Pafche,  &c. 

[They  complain  that]  the  Lord-  of  Seflioun  keips  not  than-  ordinal-  daj  es, 
Wednefday  and  Fryday,  for  calling  of  the  Minifters  a&iouns. 

Item,  Mr  Thomas  Dowglas,  Minifter  of  Logie,  was  cruellie  invaidit  bi 
Johne  Forret,  brother  to  the  Laird  of  Forret,  [as  he  came  from  his  kirk 
on  Sunday,  and  his  blood  (hed,  and  no  remedy  imt  thereto.  (  . 

[Item,   The  Abbacie  of  Dumfermling  givin  to  the  Erie  of  Huntlie, 
quhervnto  he  reforting  bringeth  with  him  Hock-  of  Papifts,   Jefuits,  and 
excommunicated  Papifts,  as  Mr  Thomas  Gordon,  Mr  William  Crichtoune, 
Laird  of  Fentrie.  C.  &  15. 

Item.  The  Bifchop  of  Sanct  Androes  continues  in  ^vmj  of  collatioun 
of  benefices  to  rnworthie  perfons,  [by  the  confent  of  his  Afieffors,  \  iz.  Mr 
William  Thomfone,  Perfon  of  Flifk,  [and]  Mr  Andro  Allan,  Vicar  of 
Leuchars. 

[Item,  The  laid  Bifchop  is  molt  injurious  to  Mr  David  Spens,  withhold- 
ing from  him  ane  haill  jeirs  ftipend,  which  he  was  afligned  to  pay  him  ; 
and  notwitbftanding  he  he-  bein  at  the  borne,  yet  he  can  g<  I  no  ordour 
nor  j>;i_\  ment  ^['  him. 
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Lauthian,  [Presbytrie  of  Edenburgh.] 

Sundrie  Papifts  and  [Seminarie]  Preifts,  confeffing  themfelves  to  have  laid 
mefs  and  preachit  papiftrie  in  this  land,  being-  apprehendit  be  the  Magiftrats 
of  Edinburgh  and  put  in  ward,  are  i'ett  at  libertie  without  any  punifch- 
ment  or  fatiffa6lioun  of  the  Kirk,  viz.  Mrs  Alexander  Mcquhirrie,  James 
Seatoun,  Johne  Scott,  and  vthers. 

[The  Prelbytery  of  Dalkeith  complaineth  that  many  of  their  kirks  are 
deftitute  of  Pallors  and  provifion,  unto  the  which  Papifts  flock  and  refort ; 
and  that  fundrie  of  the  Miniftrie  are  bereft  of  their  ftipends  by  annexation, 
as,  namely,  Mr  Andreu  Simpfon,  whofe  whole  flipend  is  taken  away,  and 
given  to  the  Abbot  of  Neubottle.  C] 


Mers  and  Teviotdaile. 

My  Lord  Home,  the  Laird  of  Edmeftoun,  and  vthers  principall  men  in 
the  countrey,  corrupt  in  religioun  ;  and  the  faid  Lord  letting  his  awin  kirk 
ly  wafte,  and  mantaining  Mr  Andro  Clerk,  [a  malicious]  enemie  to  the 
Gofpell  and  Minifters  therof :  The  haill  peiple  readie  to  revolt  [from  the 
Evangell,]  becaufe  they  lie  the  Prince  careles  therof,  as  they  lay. 

[The  facraments  profained  be  depofed  Readers,  and  fome  that  never  bare 
office  in  the  Kirk,  as,  namely,  Sir  Thomas  Ker  in  Old  Roxburgh,  Sir 
Thomas  Hall  in  eaft  Tiviotdale,  and  Robert  Hepburne  there,  Archibald 
Simpfone  befide  Jedburgh,  John  Scot  there,  James  Scot  called  Vicar  of 
Alkirk,  Thomas  Neulott,  Viccar  at  Kalinden,  Thomas  Hall  in  Rouors, 
Simon  Robefone,  and  fome  others :  Many  iuperftitious  pilgrimages  and 
keeping  of  holy  dayes,  &c. 

Item,  ProfeiTed  Papifts,  C]  Sir  John  Bennett  excommunicat  for  pa- 
piftrie ;  the  Ladie  Fernyherft  ;  the  Ladie  Mynto,  quho  horriblie  [ulurpit] 
the  miniftratioun  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord  vpon  the  Pafche  day  [with  her 
hands,]  with  bread  and  water  ;  the  Ladie  Riddell,  [Bartill  John  in  Simprem : 
The  greateft  parte  of  the  kirks  want  Minifters  ;  and  the  Word  altogither 
vilipended  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  countrie.  C] 
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[  PfiSSBY  I  Kll.  OF  Lam.KK. 

There  is  not  a  Minifter  refidenl  in  the  toun  of  Lanerk,  houbeif  il  be  the 
chief  toun  of  the  Shire,  becaufe  the  Minifter  hath  other  kirks  annexed  to 
him,  where  he  findeth  ;i  place  of  refidence,  and  can  find  none  in  the  (aid 
toun  ;  lor  the  Vicarage  of  the  toun  is  uiurped  without  collation  by  Gavin 
Hamiltoune,  fervitur  to  raj  Lord  Chancellour :  Therefore  the  Chancel- 
lour  would  be  folicited  in  this  matter,  to  make  bis  (errant  leave  the  laid 
Vicarage  to  the  Minifter  there,  according  to  the  ad  of  Parliament  and 
good  ( lounfell.  C] 


In  Striveling. 

Walter  Buchannan,  (bnne  to  the  Goodman  of  Auchinpryour,  [and]  a 
Flemis  woman  his  wyfe,  [both]  indurat  Papifts,  and  bee  cauiil  a  preifl 
latelie  to  baptize  thairbairne;  Helen  Hay,  Miftres  of  Levingftoun,  a 
malicious  Papifl  ;  The  Sabboth  ther  is  everie  quher  abufed  and  pro- 
fained ;  the  kirks  ill  plantit ;  fcarcelie  3  lies  Miniftera.  Superftitious 
ceremonies,  pilgrimages  to  Chryfts  well,  failing,  [feftives,]  benfyres,  girdles, 
carrells,  and  l'ncli  lyke. 


(Or  DUMBLAIN]  . 

The  Hilliop  of  Dumblaine  reftored,  and  latelie  came  home,  and  accom- 
panied with  a  ftranger,  French  man,  or  Italian,  fuj»polctl  l»e  many  prohahle 
appearances,  by  men  of  great  judgment,  to  be  imployed  here  in  fome  ftrange 
turne.  Hi>  coming  hath  encouraged  all  (ufpe&ed  papifts,  and  brought  the 
limple  in  great  doubts,  for  by  his  authority  he  draweth  all  with  him  in  the 
old  dance.  The  minifters  are  hereby  defpifed  and  troubled  in  their  livings  ; 
and  the  kirks  ruined  and  defolat. 

4  v 
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Of  Glasgow. 

Recevers  of  Jefuits,  the  Abbot  of  Paflay,  who  alio,  iince  his  lafl  comming 
in  Scotland,  refufeth  to  fubfcribe  and  communicat,  Archibald  Heget,  Clerk 
of  Glafgow,  Gavin  Graham,  burgefs  there,  and  Robert  Aldjo,  burgefs  in 
Pailey  :  Thefe  that  refort  to  them  are  the  Laird  of  Fintrie,  Mr  Robert 
Bruce,  and  Mr  Gilbert  Broun.  The  whole  Miniflers  there  diffappointed 
of  their  livings  by  giving  the  thrids  in  penfioun,  or  fetting  them  in  tacks, 
and,  namelie,  Mr  John  Bell,  Minifter  at  Calder,  be  reafon  of  the  thrid 
of  the  Subdeanerie  given  to  Mr  John  Grahame. 


Of  Dumbritone. 

The  Laird  of  Fintrie  hath  ieduced  the  chief  there,  and  ftollen  away  the 
hearts  of  the  commons,  by  banqueting  att  Yuile,  continuing  three  days,  en- 
during which  time  all  Papiflicall  ceremonies  wer  ufed.  The  Ladie  Marr 
intertaineth  in  the  place  of  Ariken  an  excommunicated  preirt,  called  Sir 
Andrew  Nefmith,  whofe  mefle  cloaths  were  once  apprehended,  but  is  fince- 
l'yne  of  new  well  provided  therein,  and  in  meffe  books,  every  where  rea- 
soning and  perverting.  More,  there  are  great  bruits  of  fulpicion  of  melFes 
in  many  places  of  the  countrey,  which  have  genered  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  contempt  of  the  Word  and  Miniflers,  who,  when  they  begin  to  deall 
with  them  with  discipline,  contemptouflie  defpife  the  fame,  and  proudly 
minaces  them,  and  boalts  them  in  their  faces.  There  is  in  Lennox  24  kirks, 
and  not  four  Miniflers  amongft  them  all. 


Of  Air. 

Perfons  refufing  to  communicate,  pretending  frivole  feeds.  John  Lockhart, 
burgefs  of  Air,  John  Kennedy  of  Brochloch  inCarrick,  and  Gilbert  Kennedy, 
Monk  of  Corceragwell,  profained  the  facraments,  baptize  children  gotten 
in  fornication  and  adultrie,  and  others,  in  privit  houi'es  and  fields.  Thomas 
Kennedy,  Tutor  of  Callils,  a  Papiit;  Sir  John  Muir  of  Kilmarnock, 
a  papift   and    perverter ;    the   Laird   of  Ladyland   in   Cuningham,    latly 
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come  home  out  of  Flanders,  an  apoftate,  reaibning  again!)  the  troth,  and 
blafpbeming. 

Secondly,  It  i-  greevoufly  lamented  in  all  the  parte  <>f  this  realms,  that 
the  planting  of  kirk^,  and  flourifliing  of  religions,  is  hindered  by  want  of 
qualified  Minifters  and  Teachers,  and  laike  of  fufficient  provifion  for  the 
fame;  for  how  can  qualified  men  be  found  except  the  youth  be  trained  up, 
and  fufficientlj  inftructed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  courfeol 
theologie  in  the  original  languages  of  the  lame,  wherein  the  lame  i-  writ- 
ten ;  and  in  the  arts  of  Grammar,  Rhetorics,  Pbyfick,  and  Logick,  which 
arc  neceffar  inftruments  to  conic  to  the  true  meaning  and  lenfe  of  the  will 

of  God  revealed  in  his  Word  :  And  how  Ihall  the  vouth  lie  fo  trained  up, 
or  qualified  men  take  charges  upon  them  in  the  Schools  and  the  Minillrie, 
fo  long  as  the  patrimony  of  the  Kirk  i-  l'«>  rugged  from  it,  and  dilponed  to 
profane  perfons  that  can  brook  no  office  in  the  Kirk,  yea  to  papifts  and 
enemies  to  the  lame  ;  the  rents  thereof  erected  in  temporal!  Lordthips  , 
laufully  provided  Paftors  difpofleffed  of  their  livings,  and  profeffed  papifts 
repoffeffed  in  the  lame.     This  matter  therefore  moll  In-  remedyed,  or  elfe 

religion  cannot  Hand  ;  for  the  oiielv  wav  to  plant  and  continue  true  reli- 
gion in  this  countrie,  is  to  repair  univerfallj  through  tin-  realme  all  ruinous 
kirks,  big  and  repair  all  parilh  kirks  that  are  deinolillied  and  fallen  doun, 
ami  to  reftore  again  the  patrimony  of  the  kirks  to  the  (uftentation  of  the 

Minillrie,  Ichools,  and  poor,  which  cannot  he  done  without  the  act  of  an- 
nexations he  retreated  or  annulled,    or,    at  the  lealt,    the  thrids  reduced  to 

tin1  firfl  integritie  according  to  the  old  affumption,  ami  no  fuperplus  to  be 
made  whill  the  Minifters  and  fchooles  in  all  parts   he  (ufficiently  ftaiked  ; 

the  acts  of  repoilellion,  wherehv  aetuall  Minifters  are  difpofleffed,  he  called  ; 
and  perfons  unqualified  and  idle  hellies  be  depofed  from  benefices,  and  fuf- 
ficienl  men  placed  in  their  room-,  and  a  fuflicient  living  he  provided  for 
every  kirk,  with  a  commodious  gleib,  and  manle  for  the  rcfidence  of  the 
Miniller  thereat  :  And  tinalie,  that  out  of  the  temporal!  land-,  namely, 
there  hi>  livings  fufficient  founded  for  Profeflbrs  and  Students  of  Theologie, 
within  the  New  Colledge  of  Sand  Andreus,  and  Colledge  of  Edenburgb, 
to  many  a-  may  make  a  convenient  Seminary,  for  the  retaining  and  flour- 
ifliing of  learning  and  religion  within  this  realme  ;  ami  tlii-  for  the  prclent 
urgent  neceffity  till  provifion  fufficient  he  made,  and  Col  ledges  in  everj 
part. 

Thirdly,  The  <;reat  diilolutnef-  of  life  and  manners,  with  the  ugly  heaps 
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of  all  kind  of  lin  lying  in  every  nook  and  parte  of  this  land,  is  moil  heavely 
regrated  and  deplored  ;  for  what  parte  of  this  land  is  there  that  is  not  with 
a  fpaitt  overwhelmed,  with  abufing  the  bleffed  name  of  God,  with  fuearing, 
perjurie,  and  lies,  with  profaning  of  the  Sabbath  day  with  merkats,  glut- 
tonie,  drukneis,  fighting,  playing,  dancing,  &c.  with  rebelling  againft 
Magiftrats  and  the  laws  of  the  countrey,  with  blood  touching  blood, 
with  inceft,  fornication,  adultries,  and  facriledge,  theft  and  oppreffion, 
with  falfe  witnels,  and  finalie,  with  all  kind  of  impiety  and  wrong  ;  and 
how  can  the  wrath  of  God  alreadie  kindled  be  any  wayes  quenched  fo 
long  as  it  hath  fuch  matter  to  turn  upon  ;  and  albeit  there  be  fome  good 
laws  for  repreffing  hereof,  yet  none  of  them  are  put  in  execution,  or  take 
any  effecl:. 

Fourthlie  and  laftly,  What  heart  touched  with  a  ipark  of  naturall  hu- 
manity or  godly  charity,  can  unbleeding-  behold  the  miferable  eftate  of  the 
poor  vaiging  in  great  troups  and  companyes  through  the  countrie  without 
either  law  or  religion. 

The  Affembly  underftanding  the  great  neceffity  of  vifitation  in  the  North 
and  South,  where  the  Jefuites  and  Papifts  chieflie  refort,  and  have  over- 
throun  the  greater  part  not  only  of  the  limpell,  but  alfo  of  the  better  fort, 
with  the  unhappy  feed  of  popery  ;  and  withall  weighing  the  great  perrell, 
as  well  already  fallen  furth,  as  that  which  may  after  enfue,  have  given  pouer 
and  commillion  to  their  brethren,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  Peter  Bleckburne, 
Mr  Nicoll  Dagleifli,  for  the  north  parts,  from  Dee  to  the  Dioceffe  of  Kath- 
nefs  inclulive  ;  to  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Robert  Hepburne,  and  Mr  Adam 
Johnltoune,  for  the  fouth  weft  parts,  to  wit,  the  Shireffdomes  of  Galloway, 
Nithfdale,  Air,  and  Lennox  including  the  Ifle  of  Boot ;  Mr  George  Mon- 
roe, for  the  bounds  of  Orkney,  to  vilit  the  faids  bounds,  as  they  be  above 
divided,  and  therein  to  plant  kirks  with  qualified  Minifters;  depofe  and 
deprive  fuch  as  be  unqualified  whither  in  life  or  doclrine,  as  well  Bifhops 
as  others  of  the  Miniftry ;  to  crave  of  all  men,  as  well  of  high  eftate  as 
others,  fubfcription  to  the  Confellion  of  Faith,  and  participation  of  the 
Lords  fupper ;  to  try,  call,  and  conveen  papifts  and  apoftates,  and  to 
proceed  againft  them  conforme  to  the  a6ts  of  the  Affembly  ;  and,  fin- 
allie,  to  doe  all  others  things  that  are  neceffary  for  the  reformation  of 
the  faids  bounds  and  reducing  them  to  a  good  order,  eftablifliing  of  the 
Evangell,  and  good  difcipline  of  the  Kirk  :  firme  and  ltable  holding  the 
lame  &c.  C] 
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Mr  Johne  Cowper  having  reiblvit  that  he  i-  willing  to  accept  thecbai 
of  tlif  congregratiouD  of  ( rlafeow,  tin-  Aflemblie  ordainea  him  to  be  admittit 
be  the  Prefbytrie  therof. 

[.John  Adamfon,  one  of  the  Commiflioners  of  Edenburgh,  was  ordained 
to  intimate  bis  relblution  to  the  Counfell  of  the  Toune. 

Soon  after  William  Little,  Provifl  "I  Edenburgh,  and  John  Johnftoun 
of  Elphiftoune,  directed  from  the  Town  Coniell,  defired  the  Affembly  to 
requeifl  Mr  Robert  Bruce  to  accept  the  charge  of  the  Miniftry  at  tlirir 
kirk  upon  him,  which  be  had  not  vet  done.  And  if  the)  could  not  find 
one  prefentlie  to  be  placed  in  Mr  John  ( 'oupers  nunc,  that  thej  would  give 
libertie  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh  to  tranfport  fuch  an  one  to  that  va- 
cant place  as  they  could  agree  with,  the  touna  fpeciallie  excepted  be  a6ta  ol 
tho  Kirk  being  exeemed  ;   which  was  granted.  C] 

Anent  the  difput  had  betuixt  Mra  .lame-  ( rordoun  and  Peeter  Blackburne, 

..  mi  in  it  t  it  to  the  review  of  .Mr  Audio  Melvill  and  ceitiine  1-rether  :      The 

laid  Mr  Andro  reportit,  That  «>n  the  pairl  of  the  (aid  Mr  .lame-  and  the 
enemies,  they  land  great  diligence  and  fophiflrie ;  alwayes  thej  praifed 
God  for  the  knowledge  givin  to  their  brother,  in  whole  anfuer  they  had 
found  tolid  judgement  and  great  licht,  to  the  praife  of  God,  and  overthrow 
of  the  enemies. 

Seffio  l.v 

All  Minifters  within  thair  parochinea  with  all  diligence  fall  travel!  with 
the  Noblemen,   Barrons,  and  Gentlemen,   to  fubferive  the  :  tlioun  ol 

Faith  ;   and  to  report  thair  diligence  to  the  nixt  Aflemblie. 

[As  for  the  ordenar  Commiflioners  of  Countries  or  Provinces,  becaufi 
they  were  ordained  to  be  continued  from  the  lail  AiTembly  to  the  nixt, 
and  thi>  Affembly  hath  been  extraordenar,  they  are  continued  in  th<  ir 
charges  till  the  nixt  AiTembly,  except  that  Mr  Robert  Innies,  in  place  "I 
Mr  Robert  Graham,  i-  appointed  for  vifitatione  of  Cathnefs,  Mr  Thomas 
Buchanan  for  Life,  Mr  George  Monroe  for  Orknay. 

The  brethren  who  deduced  the  proceffe  in  SancT;  Andrews  againfi  a 
witch  prefentlie  detained  in  prifon,  were  ordained  to  fubferibe  the  tame 
authenticly,  that  it  might  be  delivered  to  the  Counfell  of  Edenburgh.  Mr 
James  Melvill  was  ordained  to  travell  in  the  coafl  lide,  formatter  ofdittay 
again  fl  her. 
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Seffiol6a- 

The  brethren  appointed  to  give  their  advices  concerning  the  Articles  of 
the  Exchecker,  prefented  their  opinion,  which  was  read  and  allowed,  and 
ordained  to  be  given  to  the  faids  Lords.  As  for  concurring  with  the 
faid  Lords,  for  the  parte  of  the  Affembly  conforme  to  the  faid  anfuer, 
are  nominated  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Adam  John- 
ftone,  and  the  Moderatour.  Of  the  which  articles,  and  anfuers,  the  tenour 
followeth. 

The  tenour  of  the  faid  articles  with  their  anfwers. 

To  remember  the  Affembly  before  their  diflblving,  in  cafe  they  fhall  fo 
think  convenient,  if  they  will  authorize  four,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  deall 
and  conclude  touching  the  ftipends,  as  well  of  the  prefent  year  1.587,  as  of 
the  years  to  come. 

If  the  things  pafl  by  Privie  Seals  to  Minifters  fhall  Hand  unchangable  ; 
or  lhall  they  be  fubje6l  to  the  common  condition  of  other  Minifters  as  it 
followeth. 

Shall  alfignations,  in  fo  farre  as  is  already  directed  this  year,  ftand  un- 
changed, and  proceed  to  the  reft  which  is  unanfuered  ;  or  fhall  we  fpeak 
of  the  whole  matter  as  if  nothing  had  been  done  of  before  this  year. 

The  advice  of  the  brethren  appointed  to  give  anfwers  to  the  forefaid 
Articles,  proponed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Exchecker,  read  and  allowed 
by  the  Generall  Affembly. 

As  to  the  firft,  The  brethren  agreeth,  that  certane  of  their  number  be 
adjoyned  with  the  Lords  Modifyers,  to  perfyte  the  alfignations  of  this 
preient  year.  As  to  the  concluding  of  a  perpetuall  Piatt,  The  faid  bre- 
thren lhall  have  power  to  conferr  with  the  faids  Lords,  and  give  their  ad- 
vice how  a  perpetuall  Piatt  may  be  eftabliflied  j  and  the  conclulion  of  the 
faids  Lords  and  Brethren  lhall  be  fent  to  every  Prelbytrie  in  this  realme, 
that  the  faids  Prelbytries  may  give  their  advice  to  the  nixt  Generall  Affem- 
bly, concerning  all  heads  that  fhall  be  neceffar  to  conclude  and  end  the  faid 
perpetuall  Piatt.     The  brethren  nominated  hereto  by  the  Affembly,  are 
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Mr  Robert    Font,    Mr   David   Lindiay,    Mr    Adam  Johnftone,    with   the 
Moderator. 

A-  to  the  fecond  Article,  Their  opinion  is  that  the  affignation  purchi 
under  the  Privie  Seal  (land  thii  year,  and  that  (hall  be  adviied  thereafter  ; 
and  feing  the  laid  alfignations  be  given  for  the  Cervice  of  ■  kirk  only,  and 
out  of  the  fruits  of  the  tame  paroch,  and  be  not  prejudicial)  nor  hurtful]  to 
their  brethren  ferving  at  other  kirks;  and  the  brethren  whole  'jilt-  are 
refcinded,  or  altered,  be  not  any  ways  deteriorated  or  put  in  a  worie  eilate 

nor  they  were. 

J 

As  to  the  third  Article,  The  brethren  agree,  that  all  afilgnations  pail 
Rand  a-  thev  are  i;iveu  out,  providing  that  fuch  as  are  hurt  be  reponed  to 
their  former  alienation-  ;  and  fuch  as  have  (mall  (lipends  be  augm<  uted  ; 
and  that  fuch  ;h  have  no  (Upends   be    liitlirieiitlv  provided  ;     and    Kill,    that 

fuch  kirks  as  want  ftipends  and  Minifters,  maybe  (ufficientlj  provided  of 
(lipends,  and  men  appointed  to  (erve  the  fame,  a-  thev  (hall  he  admitted  in 

ever)'   l'relln  trie. 

At  the  KiiiLls  delire,  it  WBS  ordained  that  the  feiitence  l'»I  the  Alieinlily, 

That  .lame-  Gibfon,   Miniller  of  Pencaitland,  lie  (ufpended  from  bis  office 

ami  funetione  of  the  Miniftrie  during  the  will  of  the  Alleinhh  ,  j   ihould  be 

extracted  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Afiembly  and  fubferibed  l>\  him  ;  and  liber- 
tie  was  granted  that  the  fame  might  he  intimated  in  the  pulpits  <>t  the  kirk- 
of  Edenburgh.   C] 

Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  Bifchop,  is  convicl  of  tranfgrefling  the  Act  of 
Conference,  and  is  declairit  to  have  incurritt  deprivatioun  Ira  his  "thee  of 
Cominillionrie  j  and  Mr  Thomas  [Buchanan]  placit  in  his  rowme  qubill 
the  nixt  Aflemblie. 

[The  nixt  General]  Afiembly  eras  appointed  t>>  be  holden  at  Edenburc 
the  firfl  Teufday  of  Augufl  ;    betwixt  and  which  time,]  ane  general!  fall 

is  appointed  to  he  keiped  [univerfallie]  the  tirll  twa  Sondaj  -  of  Julij  :     The 

caufea  quherof  are, 

1.  The  vniverfall  confpiracies  of  the  enemies  of  the  truetb  [againil 
Chrifls   Kirk]  to  put   in  executioun   the  bloodie  determinatioun  of  the 

Counfell  of  Trent. 

•J.  The  ttockiiej  home  of  Jefuites  and  Papifts  lio  fubvert  the  Kirk  within 
tin-  country.] 

J.    The  defectiouu  of  tile  multitude  from  the  trueth. 
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4.  The  confpiracies  [intendit]  againft  the  fame  be  great  men,  intertainers 
of  Jefuites  and  Papifts. 

5.  The  coldnes  of  all  [profeffors.] 

6.  The  wrack  of  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk. 

7.  The  abundance  of  bloodfheds,  adulteries,  incefls,  and  all  kynd  of  ini- 
quitie,  with  many  vthers  quherof  the  particular  kirks  every  quher  hes  thair 
experience. 
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A.D.  M.I)  I. WW  III. 


The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  conveinii  at  Edenbureh,  in 
the  Nfew  Kirk  therof,  the  (>  daj  of  Augufl  L588  :  Quher  ther 
was  aflemblit  the  Commiffionera  and  brether. 

Exhortatioun  made  be  Mr  Robert  Bruce.  Letts,  Mr-  Robert  Pont, 
rhomas  Buchannan,  Nicoll  Dalgleifche,  ami  James  Robertfone  :  The  (aid 
Mr  Thomas  was  chofen  Moderatour  be  pluralitie  ofvottis  hac  vn 

The  Kirk  nominated  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindelav, 
Johne  Robertfone,  .John  Keith,  Peeter  Blackburne,  .lame-  Balfour,  Robert 
Hepburn e,  Johne  Durie,  James  Robertfone,  James  Nicolfone,  Andro 
Melvill,  David  Fergufone,  .lame-  Anderfone,  Andro  Jong,  Andro  Mill, 
Andro  Hay,  Johne  Porterfeild,  Georg<  Gordoun,  John  Clappertoune, 
Andro  Clayhills,  the  Mailer  of  Lindlay,  the  Laird  of  Lochlevin,  [the 
Tutor  of  I'itcnrr,]  the  Lairds  of  Elphinftoun  and  Kers,  and  Johne  John- 
lloun  [of  Elphinftoun,]  Allellonr-,  [to  iMiienrr  with  the  Moderator,  and 
ve  their  advice  and  counfell,   at  certane  hours,   in  all  matters  which 

are  to  come  Indole  the   All'eniblv.    C] 


It  i-  thoght  expedient,   that,   in   the  frequencie  of  tin-  Aflemblie,  the 

moll  neceffar  things  be  tirlt  handlit,  [and  that  there  are  certane  generalls 

1  / 
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which  before  all  others  come  to  be  refolved,  nainelie,]  concerning  the 
prefent  danger  imminent  to  the  Kirk  [of  Chrift]  within  this  realme,  and 
to  the  commoun  weill  therof,  be  the  arrivall  of  [forraigne  nations,  as] 
Spaingeards  and  Barbares  ;  as  alfo  the  danger  and  decay  of  the  religioun 
be  the  raritie  and  povertie  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Evangell,  [occalioned 
by  the  continuall  fpuilyie  of  the  patrimoney  of  the  Kirk. 

For  the  firft,]  The  Kirk  hes  thocht  for  thair  part  and  duetie  in  this 
behalfe,  that  ane  fall  be  proclaimit  the  morne  be  the  ordinarie  teacher  in 
the  Kirk  of  Edenbnrgh,  to  be  continued  in  the  faid  towne,  [with  fupplica- 
tions  to  God,  and  continuall  exhortations  to  be  ufed,]  the  whole  week, 
[by  the  brethren  underwritten  :  The  dayes  of  falling  to  be  the  Thurlday 
and  Sunday  nixt ;  and  likewife  the  famin  fall  to  be  keeped  on  the  laid 
Sunday  by  fo  many  kirks  about  this  toun  as  may  have  the  opportunity  :  And 
for  uling  the  faid  exhortations,  in  the  mean  time,  appointeth  the  brethren 
following,  viz.  Mr  Gualter  Balcalnquall  upon  Wednefday  afternoon  ;  and 
upon  Thurlday  in  the  morning  at  7  hours,  Mr  John  Craig  ;  at  5  hours 
afternoon,  Mr  Patrick  Simpfon  ;  upon  Fryday  at  eight  hours,  David  Fer- 
gufon,  and  afternoon,  James  Anderibne  ;  Saturday  befor  noon,  John 
Durie,  and  Mr  James  Robertfon,  afternoon  ;  on  Sunday  before  noon,  in 
the  New  Kirk,  Mr  James  Ballfour,  in  cafe  of  abfence  of  Mr  Robert  Bruice  ; 
and  in  the  High  Kirk,  after  noon,  Mr  John  Knox  ;  and  thefe  brethren  to 
lay  out  the  dangers  of  the  laids  enemies,  and  circumilances  thereof,  to  the 
people,  exhorting  them  to  the  defence  of  the  true  religion,  libertie  of  the 
countrey,  and  in  maintenance  of  the  Kings  Majelly  :  And  becaufe  of 
dutie  alfo  they  ought  to  put  his  Highnefs  in  mind  of  the  faids  dangers,  and 
that  his  Majelly,  with  concurrence  of  the  Nobilitie  and  realme,  may  be 
provided  for  timous  defence,  they  ordained  their  brethren,  Mr  David 
Lindfay  and  John  Duncanfone,  the  morn  in  the  morning,  to  pafs  over  to 
his  Highnefs  for  that  effect  ;  and  to  crave  fome  prefent  order  for  the  pa- 
pills  ;   wheranent  to  receve  injunctions  from  the  Affeffors  at  five  hours. 

As  concerning  the  fecond  head  of  the  raritie  and  poverty  of  the  Minif- 
try  :  The  Affemblie  hath  delired  the  Laird  of  Colluthie,  the  Provifl  of 
Edenburgh,  John  Johnflone,  Mr  David  Lindtay,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  and 
David  Ferguifon,  to  take  a  conlideration  of  the  eftate  of  the  thirds,  what 
quantities  dilponed  to  the  Minillry,  what  the  fuperplus,  and  to  give  their 
advice  how  the  prefent  neceility  of  the  Kirk  may  be  releeved. 

Ordains  a  Commiflion  of  Jullitiary  to  be  craved  of  the   Kings  Majelly 
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and  Counfell  to  be  granted  to  the  perfons  underwritten,  or  any  three  ol 
them,  to  w  i 1 1 ,  my  Lord  Chancel ler,  mj  Lord  Juftice  Clerk  hie  Depute, 
the  Treefurer  or  his  Depute,  tin- (Ink  of  Regifter,  Mr  John  Grahame, 
Mr  John  Lindfay,  the  Captan  of  the  Caftell,  the  Laird  of  Marchinftoune, 
the  Laird  of  Elphinftoune,  the  Provift  of  Edenburgh,  John  Johnilone,  Mr 
John  Sharp,  Mr  .John  Nicolfone,  «_•  i \  i  1 1 1^  them  pouer  as  Juflicera  in  that 
parti-,  to  puniih  I'ucli  crimes  as  in  fpeciall  (hall  be  given  in  ticket  be  Mr 
David  Lindfay  ;  and  ordains  the  Prefbytries  thereof  to  give  in  the  nam. 
of  papifts,  and  excommunicated,  and  maintainers  <>f  them,  to  their  Com- 
miffioner,  t<>  the  effecl  they  may  be  prefented  to  the  laid  Juilicers.   C.  | 


Forfameikle  as,  vniverfallie  throuchouf  this  realme,  ther  is  neither  reli- 
gioun  nor  difcipline  with  the  poore,  hot  the  mofl  part  lives  in  filthie  adul- 
terie,  inceft,  fornication,  [their  bairnes  vnhaptizit,  and  themfelves  never 
reforts  to  kirk,  nor  participate  the  facraments  :  Therfor  it  is  thocbt  ex- 
pedient that  all  Minuters,  in  thair  paroch  kirk-,  fall  make  intimatioun,  and 
denunce  to  all  poore  that  either  be  parochiners  or  reforf  to  them,  having 
wemen  and  hairnes,  that  if  they  report  not  to  them  diffident  teftimoniall  <>f 
thair  manage  and  baptizeing  of  their  hairnes,  fo  many  as  he8  wyves  and 
bairnes,  and   (icklyke  quher  they  have  participat  the  holy  communioun, 

that  they  wilhe  refuted  [of  their  aline-]  at  the  hands  of  all  Lr""d  and  <  hari- 

table  perfons  :  exhorting  alio  thair  parochiners  that  they  rather  extend 
thair  liheralitie  to  fuch  a>  he  of  the  houlhold  of  faith,  and  he  of  difcreit 
judgement  in  giving  any  fuch  perfones  of  thair  almes,  thai  gives  not  evi- 
dence to  them  as  laid  i-. 

Anent  the  citatioun  direct  be  the  Moderatour  of  the  Generall  Aflemblie 
aganis  Mr  Patrick  Adamfone,  callit  Bilchop  of  Sancl  Audioes,  making 
mentioun,  that  forfameikle  as,  be  ane  a£t  of  the  Prelbytrie  of  Edenburgh, 
it  was  ordainit  concerning  the  marriage  of  George  Erie  of  Huntlie,  that 
his  bands  fould  be  proclaimed  vpon  Ins  aggreing  to  fubicryve  to  certaine 
articles  of  religioun  profeft  in  this  realme,  quhilk  he  did  fubicryve;  and 
\mler  hope  that  he  fould  fubferyve  the  rell  befor  his  marriage,  ane  inhibit 
tioun  was  made  conforme  to  the  tenour  of  the  faid  aet,  to  diverie  of  the 
Miniftrie,  and  fpeciallie  to  the  foriaid  Mr  Patrick,  that  none  of  them  fould 
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take  in  hand  to  celebrate  the  forfaid  marriage,  vnto  the  iyme  the  laid  Lord 
Huntlie  take  in  hand  to  fubfcryve  the  Confeffioun  of  Faith  conteinit  in  the 
a6ts  of  Parliament ;  with  certification  to  them,  and  every  ane  of  them,  if 
they  failgie  heirin,  they  fould  be  callit,  for  difobedience  to  the  voyce  of  the 
Kirk,  to  the  Generall  Affemblie,  and  punifhed  therfor,  as  accords  :  Not- 
withstanding of  the  faid  inhibitioun,  the  forfaid  Mr  Patrick  proceidit  to  the 
folemnizatioun  of  the  faid  marriage,  and  celebrate  the  fame  vpon  the  21 
day  of  Julij  inftant,  difobeying  therby  the  forfaid  inhibition  and  admoni- 
tioun  j  as  the  laid  citatioun  beirs  :  Quhilk  being  callit,  and  the  faid  Mr 
Patrick  compeiring  be  Mr  Thomas  Wilfoun,  his  procuratour,  quho  pro- 
duced ane  teftimoniall  of  his  feiknes,  fiibfcryvit  be  the  Doctour,  Mr  Robert 
Nicoll,  and  twa  of  his  bailgies,  [and  defired  the  brether,  in  his  name,  that 
they  wald  rather  fufFer  him  to  depart  in  peace  nor  difquiet  him  in  his  lick- 
nefs.  The  Affembly  findeth  the  teflimonial  not  fufficient  to  excufe  his 
abfence.  C.  &  B.] 


Seflio  4a- 

[Mr  Thomas  [Wilfon]  was  enquired  if  he  had  any  mandat  to  compear 
for  Mr  Patrick  [Adamfone,]  and  if  he  would  take  in  hand  to  warne  him 
to  compear  before  them,  before  their  difolving,  or  then  produce  a  lufficient 
teflimonial  of  his  feiknefs  :  He  anfwered,  He  had  no  pouei-,  but  com- 
peared nomine  excufatorio.  The  Affembly  findeth  it  expedient  to  take 
away  all  pretext,  that  he  be  warned  to  compear  before  them  upon  the 
tuelveth  of  this  inftant,  to  anfwer  according  to  the  firft  fummonds  j  with 
certification,  if  he  compeared  not,  they  will  proceed  fo  far  as  they  may, 
according  to  the  law  of  God  and  with  a  good  conference.  C] 


Seffio  5*- 

The  Kirk  being  informit  that  ther  is  ane  iliip  latelie  arriveit  in  the  Firth 
from  Dunkirk,  fufpe6t  to  be  ane  fpy,  out  of  the  quhilk,  ane  man,  as  ap- 
peirs,  to  be  of  fome  marke  is  landit,  they,  with  the  Counfell  prefent,  defyrit 
the  Bailgies  and  Proveft  of  Edenburgh  to  man  the  lliip,  take  the  men  and 
keip  them  quhill  his  Majeftie  come  ovir  j   get  it  is  reportit  they  refufe,  in 
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rcl'jH-rt    it  wilbe    ane  hinderanee    to  tliair  tralliek  :      The    brether    thiol 

meil  that  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Audio  Hay,  and  Aodro  Melvill,  pais  to  the 
Chaocellour  to  let  him  vnderlland  of  the  laid  aniuer,  and  offer  ynto  his 
Lordihip  (all]  thair  concurrence  to  requeift  the  towne. 

Forfameikle  as  in  no  countrey  quher  any  religioun  is  allowed,  it  is  pi  p- 
mitted  that  the  deid  In*  buried  in  the  Kirk-,  and  albeit  inhibitioun  bea  bein 
diverle  tymes  made  for  avoyding  of  thai  abufe,  get  the  acts  and  conftitutiouns 
of  tin'  Kirk  aic  daylie  brockin  :  Therfop  the  Kirk  inhibites  in  tyme  come- 
ing,  that  any  perfons  be  buried  in  the  kirk-,  and  that  no  Minifi 
confenl  therto,  bot  directlie  oppone  therto  ;  certifemg.fuch  perfons  as  falbe 
the  authors  and  inbringers  of  the  deid  into  the  kirk,  they  falbe  fufpendil 
from  the  ben<  fites  of  the  Kirk,  ijnliill  thej  make  publick  repentance  ther- 
for ;  and  the  Minifter  that  gives  his  confent,  and  difchi  r<  tot  his  con- 
fcience  in  opponeing  therto,  lalbe  fufpendit  from  bis  functioun  in  the  Mi- 
nidrie  :  And  to  the  effect  this  act  maj  have  the  Wetter  executioun,  fup- 
plicatioun  falbe  made  to  bis  Majellie  that  ane  ordinance  ma)  paffe  be  his 
Hienes  and  Counfell,  difcharging  the  (aid  buriall  within  kirks,  and  (icklyke 
erecting  of  tombis,  and  laying  oftroghes  in  kirkgeards,  vnder  fuch  painee 
as  lii-  Hienes  and  Counfell  pleafes  to  devyfe. 

[It  was  enacted  as  followeth,]  Forlameikle  as  fen  the  late  act  ofannexa- 
tioun,  his  Majellie  hes  tranfferritt  the  rycht  of  the  patronage  of  diverfe 
benefices,  from  his  Hienes  to  temporal!  men,  as  Erles,  Lords,  Barrones, 
and  vthers,  and  hes  annexit  the  lame  to  thair  lands  ;  of  quhom  fome  lies 
gottin  confirmatioun  in  Parliament,  vthers  lies  obtainit  the  fame  fen  the 
1'arliainent,  and  the  thrid  lort  hes  gottin  gifl  of  the  nakit  patronage  allan- 
erlie,  to  the  evident  [danger,]  hurt,  [and  prejudice]  of  the  haill  Kirk: 
Quher  for  it  i-  thoght  good,  that  his  Majellie  k  ■  intreatit  be  earned  fute 
[and  fupplication,]  that  the  (kids  difpofitiouns  authorizit,  as  [aid  i-,  be  Par- 
liament, may  he  brocht  hack  in  the  nixt  Parliament,  and  Gck  vthers  as  hes 
bein  [finceline]  grantit  fen  the  (aid  Parliament,  in  lyke  manner,  may  be 
annullit  :  and  that,  in  the  meane  tyme,  it  may  pleafe  his  Majellie  to  clofe 
his  hand-  from  difponing  of  the  laid  right  of  patronage,  and  tranfferrine 
lamein  from  his  Majellie,  quhilk  remaineth  as  jet  vndilponit  ;  and  that  his 
Majellie  will  provyde,  that  the  Commiflioners  and  Prelbytries,  to  quhom 
the  collatioun  of  the  (aids  benefices  appertaines,  be  not  proceffit  or  hornil 
for  not  giving  admiffioun  thervpon  :  Inhibiting  in  the  meane  tyme  all 
Commiflioners  and  Prelbytries,   that   they  in   no  wayes  give  collatioun  01 
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admifiioun  to  any  perfons  prefentit  be  the  faids  new  patrons,  as  is  above 
fpecifeit,  vnto  the  nixt  Generall  AfTemblie  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  be  James  Gibfone,  defyring  that  he 
may  be  heard  to  purge  himfelf  of  the  contumacie  for  not  compeirance  in 
the  laft  Affemblie,  [and]  to  repone  him  in  his  awin  functioun  :  The  Kirk 
thocht  it  expedient  that  he  fouid  declare  the  caufe  of  his  none  compeirance 
befor  the  brether  of  the  conference  ;  quho  reportit  that  he  had  declarit 
[of]  his  conicience,  the  caufe  of  his  abfence  was  nevir  rebellioun,  flubbor- 
nes,  nor  evill  will,  bot  only  in  refpect  of  the  good  affeetioun  he  had  to  the 
weill  of  the  Generall  Kirk,  being  informit  that  if  he  had  compeirit,  and 
had  not  bein  punifhed,  the  matters  of  the  Kirk  wald  be  caftin  off  [by  the 
King  :]  Quhilk  reafon  being  confidderit  be  the  brether,  they  thoght  the 
fame  fufficient  to  purge  him  of  contumacie,  [but  not  to  be  reponed.    P.] 

[The  Commiffioner  of  the  toun  of  Edenburgh  defired  the  AfTemblie  to 
requieft  Mr  Robert  Bruce  to  accept  upon  him  the  ordenar  charge  of  the 
Minillrie  in  their  toun,  which  they  promifed  to  doe  when  he  came  to  the 
Affembly.  C] 


Seffio  6»- 

Compeirit  Mr  Alexander  Forbes,  Miniiler  and  Perfon  of  Fettercarden, 
and,  in  prefence  of  the  haill  AlTemblie,  ratified  ane  promife  quhilk  befor 
he  made  in  his  Prefbytrie,  that  he  fould  felt  no  tacks  nor  factorie  of  the 
teynds  of  the  faid  kirk,  without  the  fpeciall  advyce  of  the  Generall  Kirk  ; 
declaring  in  thair  prefence  that  he  hes  fett  none  as  git  j  and  farther  [pro- 
mifing  before  them,]  that  he  fall  not  fett  in  tyme  comeing,  nor  make  any 
right  therof  to  any  perfon,  without  the  confent  and  advyce  of  the  Generall 
Affemblie. 


Seffio  7a- 

[Report  being  made  by  the  brethren  of  the  conference,  and  certan  others 
paft  out  of  the  Affembly  with  them,  be  Mr  David  Lindfay,  of  the  Kings 
Majefty  his  good  mind  and  earneft  affec~lion  to  the  defence  of  the  true  re- 
ligioun,   and  of  his  commonwealth  againft  the  forraigne  enemies,   of  his 
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Majeilya  Gngular  and  good  will  offered  thereunto:  The  Aflemblj  moll 
heartly  thanked  God  for  t ho  fame,  and  ordained  the  right  honourable  the 
Lairds  ofColuthie  and  Dundafie,  with  their  brethren,  to  wilt,  Mr  Robert 
Bruce,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Andrew  Merrill,  and  David  Ferguifone, 
to  paffe  unto  bis  Majefty  afternoon,  giving  unto  him  molt  humble  thank- 
in  name  of  the  whole  Kirk,    and  to  exhort  bifl  Majefly  to  continue  in  that 

good   mind,  to  the  glory  of  God,   and  lingular  comfort   of  hi-    Hienes 

fiihjccl-. 

••  Eo  ■•■ 

Mr   Robert    Bruce,   Mr  Andrew  Melvill,  John   Duncanfone,  were  di- 
•d  to  crave  o\  the  Earle  of  Huntlie  fubfcription  to  the  Confeflion  of 
Faith. 

Seflio  It)*- 

[Aneut  the  requieft  of  the  Conunilfioner  of  the  toun  of  Edinburgh,  de- 
fyreing  the  AJTemblie  to  requiefl    Mr  Robert  Bruce  to  accept  upon    him 
the  ordenar  charge  of  the  Miniftrie  in  thair  toun  :]     Mr   Robert    b 
heard,  anfwered,   That  he  would  not  prefentlie  accept  the  laid   ordenar 

place  ;     alwil'e  offered  his  labours,    BS  he  had  done  of   before,    till    th.'    ni\t 

Aflemblie  :  The  Aflemblie  thought  it  not  expedient  to  urge  him  further 
for  the  prefent.  ( '.] 


Seflio  1 1 

j_It  was  found  expedient   before  any  other  fute  be  made  to  hi-  Majefty, 
that  Mr-  Robert  Bruce,  David  Lindiay,   and  John  Craig  he  dire&it  vnto 
Majedie  to  rnderftand  he  quhat  means  the  religion  (albe  mantainil  with- 
in thifl  realme,   and   contiuuit  to  the   pofteritie.      They  were   prefentlj   f(  a 
furth,  and  ordained   to   bring    back   the    Kinu^  anfwer  with  expedition. 
B.] 
[Mi-   Patrick    Adamfone    was   called  on  to  anfwer   for    the  folemniz- 
t  the  marriage  of  George  Marie  v['  Huntlie  and  hi-  fpoufe,  contrarie 
to  the  inhibition  of  the  Moderator   of  the    Preibytrie   of  Edenbunrh  and 
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Commiilioners  of  the  Generall  Affembly,  and  for  fuch  other  things  as 
fliould  be  laid  to  his  charge.  Mr  Thomas  Willfon  compeared  for  him,  and 
produced  a  teftimoniall  of  his  ficknefs  :  Although  they  find  the  teftimoniall 
not  altogither  fuflftcient,  they  gave  commiflion  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Eden- 
burgh  to  fummon  him  to  compear  before  them,  at  fuch  convenient  times 
as  they  think  expedient,  to  anfwer  for  the  action  contained  in  the  faid  fum- 
monds,  and  for  fuch  other  complaints  and  accufations  as  fliall  be  in  particu- 
lar given  againft  him,  namelie  by  Mr  Robert  Pont  and  Mr  Adam  John- 
ftone ;  to  hear  and  conlider  his  defence,  and  to  proceed  and  give  fentence 
as  the  Aflembly  itfelfe  might  doe,  according  to  the  law  of  God,  good  order 
and  discipline  of  the  Kirk.   C] 


Seflio  13*- 

Forfameikle  as  in  default  of  vifiteing  of  the  North  parts,  quher  cheife 
and  greateft  neceflitie  is,  lies  great  inconvenience  follovvit,  albeit  no  wayes 
in  default  of  the  brether  appointit  to  that  charge,  bot  for  lake  of  provifioun 
and  expenfes,  the  allignatioun  of  thair  charges  being  made  to  be  pay  it  be 
the  Bifchop  of  Sanct  Androes,  quho  contemptuouflie  diffbbeyis  good  or- 
dour,  and  lyes  at  the  home  :  It  is  not  the  lefs  found  expedient,  that  the 
brether,  to  quhom  commiflioun  was  given  befor,  fall  get  vndertake  the 
burdein  of  [the  faid]  commiflioun,  thair  charges  and  expences  being  aflig- 
nit  them  out  of  fome  readie  payment ;  and  that  to  this  effect  the  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  North,  viz.  Mrs  John  Keith,  Gilbert  Gardein,  and  Alexan- 
der Raufone,  fall  travell  with  the  Lords  of  the  Checker,  and  delait  the  ne- 
ceflitie of  thair  vilitatioun,  and  crave  that  the  famein  aflignatioun  be  alterit, 
and  the  Commiilioners  payment  more  commodiouflie  appointit. 

[Touching  the  ordenar  Commiilioners  and  Vifiters  of  the  Kirk  :  No- 
minateth  the  perfons  following,  viz.  for  Orkney,  Thomas  Swintoun ;  for 
Cathnefs,  Mr  Robert  Inneis  ;  for  Roffe,  Mr  John  Robertfon  ;  for  Murray, 
Mr  Alexander  Douglas,  for  whofe  better  fupport  the  brethren  requifl  the 
Bifliop  of  Murray  to  give  his  aid  to  further  the  difcipline  there,  and  for 
Atfeffors  to  the  faid  Mr  Alexander,  has  appointed  Mr  John  Forrefter, 
William  Dumbar,  Mr  John  Keith,  with  the  relt  of  the  Afleffors  granted 
to  the  former  Commiflioner  ;  for  Bamf,  Mr  George  Hay ;  for  Aberdeen, 
Mr  Patrick  Bleckburne,  ordaining  the  Bifliop  there  to  concurre  with  him 
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in  the  Miniftrie  of  the  faid  Kirk,  as  well  in  his  prefence  .1-  abfena 
Angus  and  Merns,  the  Superintendenl  of  Angus  ;  alwife  in  refpe&  of  tin- 
infirmity  of  the  laid  Superinten  Lent,  giveth  power  to  their  brother,  William 
Chrillefone,  to  defigne  the  manfes  and  gleibs  within  the  laid  bounds  ,  for 
Fife,  Mr  Thomas  Buchanan  ;  for  Dumblane,  James  Anderfon  ,  for  Nuhi- 
dale,  Mr  John  Houyfone,  ordaining  the  Prefbytrie  of  Glalgow  to  provide 
for  bis  abfence  in  bis  place,  and  the  brethren  directed  to  the  Exchequer  t<> 
be  careful]  thai  fome  reasonable  remedy  be  made  to  bear  bis  charges  .  for 
Lothian,  Mr  David  Lindfay  ;  for  Merce,  Tiviotdale,  and  Tweddale,  John 
Clappertoun ;  for  Galloway,  John  Duncanfone ;  for  Kyle,  Carick,  and 
Cuninghame,  Mr  John  Porterfield;  for  Cliddifdaile,  Renfrew,  and  Lennox, 
Mr  Andrew  Hay;  for  Dunkelden  and  Perth,  Mr  Patrick  Galloway.  ( '.  J 
Anent  the  requeift  of  the  Commiffioner  of  Edenburgh,  defyring  the 
Aflemblie  to  ratifie  the  calling  of  Mr  William  Watfone  to  the  Minillrie  oi 
Edenburgh:  The  Generall  Kirk  ratifies  and  approves  the  lame  in  pre- 
of  the  faid  Mr  William,  defyreand  t  1  be  tranfportit  from  the  (aid 
Kirk  ;  (pihilk  the  Aflemblie  refufed. 

All  Minilters  and  Paftours  are  exhortit  in  their  fermouns  to  delate  opin- 
lie  the  prejudice  done  to  the  hail!  Kirk   be  the   fpuilgie  of  the  patrimonie 

irof,    and    publicklie   to   diffallow  and   oppone  i  the  publick  abu 

therof. 

The  Generall  Aflemblie  vnderftanding  the  appeiring  mine  and  d  I  the 

■11  within  this  real  me,  for  fault  of  provifioun  of  Minilters,  and  inter- 
tainment  of  the   Schooles  and  Colledges,    bes  thocht  good  and  expedient 
to  give  thair  commiffioun,   and  be  the  tenour  heirof  to  grant  full  power 
to  Mrs  Robert  Pont,    Robert  Bruce,    David    Lindfay,    Adame  Johnilon 
Jol       <  raig,    Andro  Mill,  Thomas  Buchannan,    Andro  Hay,  Johne  Por- 
field,  Peter  Blackburne,  Johne  Duncanfone,  David  Fergulbne,  William 
Gilbert  Gardein,  Minilters  of  the  Evangell,  or  any  fevin  of  them, 
to  compeir  befor  his  Majeftie  and  Counfell,  on  Monday  nixt,  or  Gck  vther 
day  as  hi-  Majeftie  [and  Counfell]  (all  appoint,  to  call,   conferre,    reafon,] 
and  advyfe  vpon  the  faid  heid  ;    and  to  crave  humblie  of  his  Majeftie  that 
era  and  Reidars  aifignatiouns  may  be   [yearlie]   givin  out  at  All 
11  allow  in    -  ;    and  that  lick  as  arc  provydit  already  of  I  hair  dipends  ad  vitam, 
.1  id  ?thers  that  are  content  with  the  afljgnatiouns  already  made  to  them, 
nalterit    therin,    quhill    they    may  ohtaine   better   provifioun  ;    and    to 

J  A 
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that  effect  to  travell  earneftlie  with  his  Majeftie  and  Counfell  ;  and  to 
report  againe  anfuer  to  the  nixt  Generall  AfTemblie  of  the  Kirk  :  firme 
and  liable  &c. 

Anent  the  requeift  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dumblane,  in  refpect  of  the  few 
number  and  povertie  of  thair  Prefbytrie,  to  joyne  to  thair  Synodall  AfTem- 
blie the  Prefbytrie  of  Lynlithgow  :  The  Affemblie  prefent  hes  found  [it] 
more  meit  and  dicernit  that  the  Prelbytries  of  Perth  and  Dunkeld  fall  be 
joynit  with  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dumblane,  and  in  ane  Synodall  Atfembly,  to 
be  haldin  firft  in  Perth,  and  therafter  in  any  place  quher  the  Synodall  fall 
think  it  meiteft. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  hes  given  thair  authoritie  and  commiffioun  to 
the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh,  to  call  before  them  papifts  and  apoftates  quho 
fall  happin  to  refort  to  Court,  or  to  the  laid  towne  ;  and  in  fpeciall  to 
fummond  my  Lord  Seatoun,  the  Earle  of  Huntlie,  William  Schaw,  Johne 
Chifholme,  and  Collonell  Stewart,  [and  proceed  againfl  them,  and  every 
one,  according  to  the  acts  of  the  Affembly.   C] 


Seflio  14a- 

According  to  the  loueable  cuflome  obferved  amongfl  the  ancients  of  hu- 
miliatioun  and  falling  of  the  Parlours  [before  the  AlTembly,]  the  brether 
and  Kirk  conveinit  hes  thoght  meitt,  and  be  ordinance  ftatute,  that  in  tyme 
comeing,  quhen  it  fall  pleafe  God  to  conveine  the  Generall  Kirk  of  this 
realme,  That  the  firft  day  of  the  Affemblie,  at  the  place  and  towne  quher 
they  conveine,  ane  publick  fall  and  humiliatioun  be  of  the  haill  inhabitants 
therof,  afweill  as  of  the  Parlours  ther  conveinit,  and  the  chayre  of  veritie 
afweill  occupied  befor  noone  in  the  morning  as  afternoone,  be  the  ordinar 
Parlours  therof  ;  the  tyme  and  houres  of  the  exhortatioun  made  befor  the 
Affemblie  being  keipit  as  of  befor,  to  the  effect  it  may  pleafe  God  to  give 
his  bleffing  to  the  Conventioun,  and  good  iffue  to  thair  travells  :  And 
becaufe  the  nixt  Affemblie  is  concludit  to  be  in  Edenburgh,  the  Parlours 
therof  is  ordainit  to  give  intimation  heirof  to  the  congregatioun,  the  Son- 
day  before  the  [faid]  Affemblie. 

Anent  the  queftioun  movit,  If  a  man,  convict  of  adulterie  lix  geirs  fen- 
fyne,  fatiffieing  the  ordour  of  the  Kirk  be  repentance,   and  prefentit  new 
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to  ferve  in  the  Miniftrie  of  the  Evangel],  Could  be  admittil  thereto  or  not 
The  Aflemblie  anfuerit  negative*,  and  thinks  h<-  ought  not  t"  be  .Klnnttit. 

[Queftions  and  bills  remitted  to  the  lull  Aflembly,   which  bave  not   re- 

eved  anfwer :     The  brethren  remitte  the  decifion   oi   them  to  the  i  om- 

rmfJTioners  which  are  appointed  to  attend   upon   his    Majefty,   giving   them 

full  power  to  deride.    ('.  ] 

The  in\t  Aflemblie  was  appointit  to  be  in  Edenburgh  the  ;  Tuefdaj  the 
17  day  of  Junij  nixt  to  come,  1589. 
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A.  D.  M.D.LXXXVIII. 


In  a  Convention  of  the  maift  wacryff  and  cearfull  of  the  breithren, 
(everie  an  warning  and  moving  uthers  as  the  cuftome  of  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland  was  from  the  beginning,)  met  at  Edinburghe  in  the 
month  of  Januar  1588. 

Mr  Andrew  Melvill  moderated.     Mr  James  Melvill  was  fcribe. 


Humble  Petitions  to  his  Majeity  and  Counfell,  for  preventing  of  the 
dangers  threatned  to  the  profeffors  of  the  true  Religion  within  the 
Realme. 

That  it  may  pleafe  his  Majeftie  to  give  command  both  to  particular 
Prelbytries,  and  fuch  other  Minifiers,  Barrons,  and  Gentlemen,  as  fhall 
be  thought  meet,  to  conveen  and  confult  upon  the  readieft  remedies  of  thir 
dangers  appearand,  fo  oft  as  they  fhall  think  expedient ;  and  to  report 
thair  opinions  and  advyfes  to  his  Majeftie,  betwix  this  and  the  xx  day  of 
Januar. 

That  it  may  pleafe  his  Hienes  to  forbear  in  tyme  to  come,  to  interpone 
his  Privie  Letters  or  dilcharges  to  the  Kirk  for  flaying  of  thair  proceiding 
with  thair  cenfures  againft  Papifts,  when  as  they  cannot  be  reclamed  be 
Jaufull  admonitions. 
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That  Com  millions  maj  be  directed  t<>  fome  fpecialls  of  bis  I  lien<  -  (  • » 1 1 1 1  - 
fell,  befl  affected  and  ofgreatefl  power,  to  fearch,  feek,  and  apprehend  and 
prefent  to  Jufiice,  all  Jefuits,  and  vthers  privat  or  publick  reducers  of  his 
Hienes  lieges :  and  that  the  faid  Commiffioners  mai  be  inftanth  named. 
and  a  day  appointed  to  the  reporl  of  their  diligences  in  that  behalfe. 

That  fome  (pecialls  of  the  MiniArie,  affifted  with  fome  well  affected 
Barrons  or  other  Gentlemen,  ma)  be  authorized  with  his  Hienes  com  mi  f- 
[ion  and  licence,  to  pais  to  ever)  quarter  of  this  Realme,  and  there,  l>o 
means  that  the)  find  meeteft,  try  and  explore  what  Noblemen,  Burrowes, 
Barrons,  and  others  of  any  rank  and  calling,  profeffe  the  Religion,  and  will 
joyne  afauldlie  in  the  defence  therof,  and  who  will  not;  and  that  a  da) 
may  be  appointed  in  like  manner  for  r<  porting  of  thair  diligen 

That  reing  the  fpeciall  occafion  of  the  liniftroua  fufpicions,  concevit  of 
in-  Hienes  Qnceritie  in  the  truth,  and  that  animateth  the  I'ajiiil-  mod,  i- 
lit—,  authoritie  and  fervice  put  in  tin-  hands  of  Papifls,  under  whole  wings 
all  Jefuits,  and  others  devoted  to  that  fuperilition,  find  countenance  and 
comfort  :  That,  lor  remeed  thereof,  it  may  pleafe  his  Majeflie  to  purge  bis 
Eioufe,  Counfell  and  Sef&on,  and  to  retire  his  power  of  Lieutenantrie, 
Wardanrie,  and  other  hi-  authoritie  whatfomever,  from  all  and  whatfom- 
ever  perfons  avowed  or  fufpected  to  he  papifts:  and  to  let  proclamationes 
immediatelie  he  directed  for  publicatione  of  his  Hienes  good  intention  and 
meaning  in  that  behalf,  to  the  confufion  of  the  Papilla  and  than-  Patrons, 
and  contort  of  the  godly  offended  this  tyme  bygean  with  thair  long  tole- 
rance and  o\  ei  Gght. 


At  the  lame  time  it  was  thought  good  that  eertaine  fould  he  nominated 
to  confult  inprivat  concerning  the  bell  and  moil  ready  way  of  the  (aid  • 
cution.  lfn  Noblemen,  Lawiers  and  Burgeffes,  on  the  one  Gde,  viz. 
[the  Erie  of  Angus,]  the  Earle  Marefchall,  tin'  Mailer  of  Glames,  The- 
lanrar,  the  Laird  of  Lochleven,  the  Clerk  Regifter,  Mi-  John  Sharp,  Mr 
I'homa-  (  raig,  Mr  John  Nicolfone,  John  Johnflone  of  Elphiiloune,  John 
Adamfon;  ami  ten  of  the  Miniftrie,  viz.  Mr  Audio  Melvill,  Mr  Robert 
Pont,  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Audio  Hay,  [Mr 
Thomas  Bo wchanan,]  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  Mr  Nicoll  Dalgleiih,  Mr 
James  Melvill,  Mr  Andro  Mylne,  mett  [the  fame  day  at  efternoone,    and, 


742  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1588. 

after  long-  reafoning  and  advifement,  thought  it  mod  expedient  and  need- 
full ; 

Firft,  That  the  faid  executioun  fhould  be  without  delay,  in  refpeet  of 
the  imminent  danger. 

Nixt,  That  for  as  much  as  there  three  ranks  of  enemies  ;  the  firft  of 
cheiff  mantainers  of  Papifts  and  Papiftrey  ;  the  fecond  of  Jefuits,  Seminarie 
Priefts  and  Traffiquers  ;  the  third  of  allowers,  recevers  and  intertainers  of 
thefe  in  their  houfes,  and  partakers  of  their  purpofes  and  idolatrie :  It  was 
thought  belt  that  the  firft  ibrt  fhould  be  charged  to  ward ;  the  fecond  ap- 
prehended at  unawares,  and  punifhed ;  the  third  proceeded  againft  con- 
forme  to  the  laws  of  the  countrey,  and  being  found  culpable,  to  be  punifhed 
accordingly. 

And  laft,  To  the  intent  that  fo  weighty  a  matter  might  be  folidlie  ad- 
vifed  and  fett  doun  in  all  points,  the  Clerk  Regifter,  Alexander  Hay,  Mr 
John  Sharp,  Mr  Thomas  Craig,  and  others,  were  requefted  to  take  time 
and  paufe  upon  the  matter,  and  every  one  feverally  fett  doun  their  judg- 
ment in  write.  The  which  being  conferred  togither,  conclufion  was  taken 
and  reported  to  his  Majefty. 


At  this  Convention  were  appointed  certan  Commiffioners  and  brethren 
to  meet  every  week  [in  Edinbruche,]  to  confult  upon  affaires  pertaining  to 
the  weill  of  the  Kirk  in  fo  dangerous  a  time,  viz.  Alexander  Hay,  Clerk 
Regifter,  Mr  John  Lindlay,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  Colledge  of  Juftice, 
Mr  John  Sharp,  Mr  Thomas  Craig,  Mr  John  Skeene,  Mr  John  Nicolfon, 
Advocats,  William  Little,  Provift  of  Edinburgh,  John  Johnftoune  of 
Elphinftoune,  John  Adamfone,  Hendrie  Charters,  Burgefs  in  Edenburgh, 
Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  David  Lindfay,  Mr  Robert  Pont,  Minifters. 

The  Kings  Commiffioners,  with  fome  other  being  of  the  Miniftry,  were 
appointed  to  travell  with  his  Majefty  for  a  proclamation  [to  be  fettfurthe,] 
to  lett  all  his  fubjeets  underftand  his  Hienes  zeal  and  care  to  purge  the 
land  of  Papiftrie,  and  to  maintain  the  true  religion  ;  and  to  defire  his  Ma- 
jefty of  new  again,  row  in  his  perfect  age,  to  fubfcrive  the  Confeffion  of 
Faith  ;  and  to  renew  the  charge  given  in  his  minority  to  all  his  fubjeets, 
to  fubfcrive  the  fame  of  new  again. 
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It  was  further  ordained  thai  all  ( 'ommiffionerg  and  Moderators  ol   Pref- 
ix trie-  in  all  partes,  (hould  be  careful]  to  have  intelligence  of  all   ma 
within  their  bounds,   concerning  religion  and  the  weal]  of  the   Kirk  ;  and 
to  fend  advertiiinents  from  time  to  time  t<>  the   forfaid  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed to  conveen  weekly  in  Edenburgh. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  General!  AfTembly  (hould  be  holden  in  Eden- 
burgh the  (ixl  of  Februar  nixt  to  come  ;  and  thai  the  Provincial!  Synods 
be  holden  and  difolved  before  the  24  of  Janwar. 

It  was  thought  aeceflar,  that  the  Commiffioners  oi  the  Provinces,  and 
everj  Minifter  within  their  own  bounds  refpe6live,  informe  all  Gentlemen 
well  affected  to  religion,  of  the  attempts  <>f  Papifts,  and  dangers  imminent, 
and  of  the  liberty  granted  be  the  King  and  Counfell  to  conveen,  that  fo 
thej  may  be  moved  to  take  commiffions  from  Synods,  and  not  hull  to  keep 
the  General]  Aflembly  [and  make  it  frequent.] 

As  concerning  Jefuits,  Seminarie  Priefts,  and  other  reducers  of  the 
people:  It  was  agreed,  that  at  the  nixt  Synods  the  Minifters  (hould 
charged  to  declare  them  excommunicated  < >ui  <>f  the  pulpit,  immediate!} 
after  their  return  to  their  own  Kirks,  that  the  people  may  bewarre  of  them, 
and  of  fuch  as  favour  them,  intertaine  them  in  their  houfes,  or  have  any 
medling  with  them  :  and  that  every  Minifter  have  their  name-  enrolled  to 
tin-  effect. 


714  THE  BOOKE  OF  THE  1588. 


A.  D.  M.D.LXXXVIII. 


[The  General  Affembly  conveened,  as  was  appointed  upon  the  fixt  of 
Februar.    It  was  frequented  with  many  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen. 

The  greevances  of  every  Province  and  Prefbytry  were  givin  in,  whereby 
might  be  perceived  cleerly  how  the  land  was  defiled  all  throughout,  fpeci- 
ally  the  North  and  South,  with  popery,  fuperftitione,  bloodilied,  and  all 
kind  of  villany  :  Whereupon  the  brethren  were  ftirred  up  to  watch  dili- 
gently over  their  flocks,  and  to  have  a  care  of  the  well  of  the  whole  Kirk. 

Complaints,  and  greevances,  and  petitions,  were  formed  to  be  prefented 
to  the  King  and  Couniell. 
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A    1)    M.D.IAWIX 


rhe  General  Aflemblj  conveened  upon  TuefJay  the  l^  of  June.  [Ja 
Melvin  i<  chofen  Moderator.    P.] 

Upon  Friday  the  20,  the  King  had  ;i  fpeech  to  t!.  \  mbly,  and  pro- 
filed to  holil  hand  to  difcipline.  All  the Commiffioners of  Countries  were 
changed,  except  the  Laird  of  Dun.  The  King  would  Deeds  have  Mr 
Patrick  Galloway  to  be  hi>  Minifter. 

[The  Aflembly  by  the  mouth  <>f  the  Moderator  rendeteth  his  Majefty 
bumble  thanks  for  the  beginnings  he  had  made  in  fuppn  the  enemies 

of  religion.  They  entreat  to  profecute  the  bufinels,  and  made  offer  of  their 
humble  fervice  to  the  uttermofi  of  their  power.  As  for  that  he  craves, 
they  acknowledge  his  Majefty  may  command  any  Minifter  within  the 
realme,  to  attend  bimfelfand  hi-  Court. 

[t  is  appointed,  thai  at  the  conveening  and  looting  of  every  Aflembly,  the 
roll  of  Com mUE oners  (hall  be  called,  and  all  abfents  be  cenfured. 

Univerfall  tryall  lhall  be  made  of  all  the  Minifters  within  every  Prefby- 
terv  ;  and  the  tryall  to  be  of  their  life  and  doctrine,  efpeciall]  of  Gmony, 
if  any  be  fufpecT:  to  have  entered  that  way.  I  he  tryall  (hall  be  by  queflions 
and  preaching  ;  and  where  any  (hall  he  found  unqualified,  he  Ih  ill  be  de- 
poled  without  refpi  or  other  condition  :  and  this  tryall  (hall   be 

luded  before  the  next    Provinciall  Synod,   which   i-  appointed  to 
Septi  v<  rj  Prefbytery  will  anfwer  unto  God  and  his  Church. 

5  B 
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It  is  appointed,  that  in  every  Prefbytery  they  fliall  difpute  concerning 
the  mariage  of  adulterers  j  and  report  their  judgement  unto  the  next  Af- 
fembly. 

The  Act  made  in  the  laft  AlTembly  concerning  the  giving  of  admiffion 
upon  the  prefentation  of  laik  patrons,  fliall  Hand  untill  the  next  Affembly ; 
with  this  addition,  That  the  perfon  who  fliall  admit  fliall  incurr  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  Church. 

Violaters  of  the  Sabbath  (under  which  are  comprehended  parilhoners 
abfenting  themfelves  from  the  fermons  of  their  own  parifli,  without  a  juit 
caule,)  and  blafphemers  of  God,  are  ordained  to  be  tryed  and  cenfured  by 
the  particular  Seffions  of  the  parifli :  and  who  fliall  be  convict  of  thefe 
offences,  fliall  be  denied  of  the  benefits  of  the  Church,  with  further  cen- 
fure,  as  the  Word  of  God  will  allow. 

The  aged  and  weel  meriting  in  the  Miniftry  fliould  be  preferred  to 
young  men  cseteris  paribus,  being  found  qualified  by  the  Prelbyteries  where 
churches  are  vaiking,  and  they  agreeing  with  the  Congregation. 

The  Prefbytery  of  Edinburgh  having  received  commiflion  from  the  for- 
mer Affembly  to  call  Patrick  Adamfon  before  them  for  l'olemnizing  the 
marriage  of  Huntly,  now  deliver  their  procefs,  fhewing  that  for  his  con- 
tumacy in  not  compearing  after  citations,  they  had  deprived  him  from  all 
function  in  the  Church.  The  Affembly  judgeth  the  procefs  formall,  rati- 
fieth  their  fentence,  and  ordaines  it  with  other  fentences  that  were  pro- 
nounced againft  him,  to  be  publifhed  in  all  the  churches.   P.] 
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I..    General]    Aflembly  conveened   at    Edenburgh    the   3   da]    ol 
March. 

Bothwell,   Montrofe,   and  Fleming,  gave  in  ;i  fupplication  in  favours 
1  intrie.     Some  brethren  were  appointed  to  conferr  \\  itli  him. 

Upon  the  5  of  March,  the  (aid  Lords  requifted  for  iJ<>  dayes  liberty  tor 
further  conference  :  It  was  granted  upon  conditions  that  he  be  keeped  at 
the  Provifts  appointment,  at  fome  honed  mans  houfe,  where  none  (hould 
have  accefs  to  him  without  the  prefence  offomeofthe  Miniftrie;  and  that 
if  he  remained  obftinat,  they  would  travel!  no  more  lor  him,  nor  bave  anj 
dealing  with  him.  Mr  Andrew  Melvill,  Mr  Nicoll  Dagleilh,  Mr  John 
Davidfone,  and  fundrie  other-  opponed,  bul  in  vain  ;  and  therefore  Both- 
well  and  Montrofe  came  again  to  the  Aflembly  the  fame  day  after  noun. 
and  fought  other  20  dayes,  which  was  hardlie  taken.  Bothwell  deiired  in 
end  that  thi'  Aflembly  lliould  conceeve  no  evill  opinion  of  him,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  fpeak  no  more  lor  Fintrie. 

.  Wednefday,  the  eleventh  of  March,  my  Lord  Elamiltoun  offered 
to  the  Aflembly  all  kind  of  ailiilance  according  to  hi-  power.      The  Duke 

did  the  like  after  noon. 

It  was  appointed   that   a  tail  (hould   be   keeped   everj  Sabbath  till  ti<< 
Kiri'.r-  return. 
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A  minute  of  the  generall  a6ls  concluded  in  the  Allemblie  the  3  of 
March  1589- 

Firft,  An  a6t  concerning"  difcipline  to  be  ufed  againft  recepters  of  Jefuits, 
Seminary  Priefls,  and  excommunicats,  whereof  the  diligence  is  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh,  betuixt  and  the  firft  Tuefday  of 
May  nixt  to  come. 

All  Pallors  proceeding  to  the  fentence  of  excommunication  againft,  what- 
fomever  perfons,  enjoyned  to  fend  the  teftimoniall  of  the  fentence  to  the 
Seflion  of  the  Minifters  of  Edenburgh,  to  be  intimat  by  them,  as  alio  the 
fentence  of  abfolution  therefrom,  under  the  pain  to  be  publickly  admo- 
niflied  that  failgies  therein. 

Ane  a6t  againft  the  keeping  of  fairs  and  mercats  on  the  Lords  day,  to 
be  execute  generally,  and,  in  fpeciall,  againft  certan  perfons  nominate 
therein,  who  may  flay  the  lamen. 

The  fubfcription  of  the  Bond  of  mantaining  religion  and  Confeflion,  de 
novo,  is  to  be  execute  be  the  brethren  and  Commiffioners  appointed  by 
the  Privie'  Counfell  thereto  ;  and  that  report  of  the  diligence  be  made 
to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edenburgh,  betuixt  and  the  20  day  of  May  nixt  to 
come. 

The  faid  Bond,  with  Confeflion  of  Faith,  A61  of  Secret  Counfell  concern- 
ing Jefuits,  Papifts,  and  Seminary  Prieils,  a  new  Commiffion  to  receve 
fubfcriptions,  are  ordained  be  the  Counfell  to  be  printed,  whereof  every 
Prefbytrie  fhall  take  home  a  copy,  or  give  tickets  to  Mr  John  Davidfon, 
of  the  perfons  names  who  fhall  receve  the  famine,  and  pay  therefore ; 
and,  hcklike,  to  take  with  them  a  requiefl  of  the  AfTembly  to  the  Com- 
miflioners. 

Item,  The  whole  Minifters  to  proceed  againft  Papifts  within  their  bounds, 
conform  to  the  acls  of  the  Kirk. 

Item,  Tryall  de  novo  is  appointed  of  the  whole  Prefbytryes,  as  was  had 
before  this  AfTembly,  and  their  diligence  to  be  given  in  write  in  their 
Synodall,  in  October  nixt  to  come,  and  therefrom  brought  back  to  the 
Generall.  Nothing  altered  in  the  whole  Commifhon,  except  Elgin,  Fo- 
reffe,  and  Inverneffe,  to  be  tryed  by  themfelves ;  and  the  Prefbytryes  of 
Dumfermling  and  Kirkcaldy  to  trye  themfelves,  with  the  afliftance  of  Mi- 
Andrew  Melvill,   and  Mr  Nicoll  Dagliefli ;   Hadintoune  as  before,   chang- 
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ing  Mr  Nicoll  Dagleiih  with  John    Brand  ;  and   at  the  tryell  of  Peebles, 
for  Mr  David  Lindfay,  .John  Brand. 

The  whole  Prefbyteries  within  this  land  are  commanded  to  direct,  und<  r 
their  teflimonialls,  the  names  of  all  the  beneficed  peri'ona  not  making  refi- 
dence,  and  others  incurring  deprivatione  be  acl  of  Parliament,  thai  are  els 
depofed,  or  mall  be  depofed  hereafter,  to  [the]  judges  of  non  refidence,  be- 
tuixt  and  the  20  da)  of  .May  ni\t  to  come,  under  the  pain  to  !><•  publickly 
rebuked  be  the  \\  hole  A.ffemblj . 

Diligence  to  be  done  I"-  Pallors,  Commiflionera  and  Prefbyteries  of 
Couutryes,  againfl  the  intertainers  of  excommunical  perfons,  viz.  that  after 
admonition  thej  be  proceeded  againfl  with  the  fentence  of  excommunica- 
tion; and  this  diligence  to  be  remitted  back  be  every  Prelbytery  to  the 
Prefbytery  of  Edenburgh,  betuixl  and  the  firfl  Tuefdaj  of  May  nixt. 

The  fame  order  and  execution  to  be  followed  on  againfl  recepters  of 
Jefuits,  Seminary  Priefls,  to  be  likwife  remitted  under  the  pain  of  depofi- 
tion  of  the  Paflors  negligence  heirin,  and  accompting  of  Prefbytryes  and 
( 'ommillioneis  for  QothfulnefTe. 

Prefbytryes  and  Particular  Sefiions  to  proceed  againfl  the  violaters  of 
the  Lord-  day,  !>\  keiping  of  mercats  and  fairs  therin,  with  the  cenfures 
of  the  Kirk  ;  and,  in  fpeciall,  againfl  the  perfons  that  may  flaj  to  be 
holden  within  their  bounds. 

It  i-  ordained  that  the  brethren  recommend  to  (J<>d  in  their  publick  ami 
privie  Replications,  the  afflicted  brethren  in  England  tor  the  confefBon  ■  ■! 
the  j)iu it\  of  the  religion. 

The  aet  concerning  the  acceptation  of  one  Kirk  alleuerlj  b)  every 
Prefbytrj  ratifyed,  ami  to  he  putl  in  execution  ;  and  tin  refufers  t"  be  de- 
poied  of  the  function  of  the  Miniftry. 

Synodalls  are  ordained  to  help  the  Burrowftouns  within  the  fame,  yet 
unprovided  and  unhelped,  and  provid  Paflors  therto;  exeeming  Eden- 
burgh, Dundee,  Glafgow,  San 61  Andreus,  quich  are  to  remain  yet  ;i-  "l 
before;  and  the  provifion  to  be  by  fome  of  their  oune  members,  or 
otherwife  who  air  licenced  I.,  he  tranfported  by  the  General  Aflembly,  or 
inch  as C] 
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[Apud  Edinburgh,  fexto  die  menus  Martij,  Anno  1™  Vc  lxxxix". 


Dux  Lennoxie. 

Mortoun. 

Montrois. 

Lindfay. 

Dingwell. 


Sederunt. 

Plufcarden. 
Newbottle. 
Culrois. 
Barnbarrauch. 


Murdocairny. 
Blantyre. 
Clericus  Regiftri. 
Culluthy. 


Forfamekle  as  be  a6l  of  Parliament,  intitulat  Anent  the  tryall  and  pun- 
ifchement  of  the  offenfes  of  the  aduerfaris  of  the  trew  religioun  prefentlie 
profeffit  within  this  realme,  it  is  ftatute  and  ordanit,  That  quhatfomeuir 
profeffit  and  avowit  Jefuitis  or  Seminarie  Preillis  fuld  be  found  in  ony  parte 
of  this  realme,  within  the  fpace  of  ane  moneth  eftir  the  publicatioun  of  the 
faid  act,  quhilk  wes  deulie  publift  vpoun  the  xiiij  day  of  Auguft,  the  geir 
of  God  F°  Vc  lxxxvij  geiris,  fuld  be  takin,  apprehend  it,  callit,  perfewit, 
and  incur  the  pane  of  deid  and  confifcatioun  of  all  thair  mouable  guidis  : 
And  quhaeuir  wittinglie  or  willinglie  fuld  reffett  or  fupplee  ony  of  thame 
thaireftir,  be  the  fpace  of  three  dayis  and  three  nychtis  togidder,  or  feuera- 
lie  at  three  tymes,  vpoun  certane  knaulege  that  thay  ar  perfonis  of  that 
profeffioun,  being  lauchfullie  and  ordourlie  convict  of  the  fame,  fuld  incur 
the  tinfale  of  thair  lyverentis  ;  and  that  thay,  as  alfwa  all  fayaris  or  heir- 
aris  of  mes,  or  prophanaris  of  the  facramentis,  or  vthiris  perfonis  fufpecl;  to 
haue  declynnit  fra  the  trew  religioun,  or  refufeing  to  reforte  to  the  preich- 
ing  of  Godis  worde,  or  quhatfomeuir  perfone  that  fuld,  be  reffoning  or 
difperfing  of  buikis  or  letters,  prefume  to  perfwade  ony  of  his  Maiefteis 
fubieetis  to  declyne  fra  the  profellioun  of  the  faid  trew  religioun,  being 
callit  to  compeir  and  anfuer  thairupoun  befoir  his  Hienes  and  his  Preuey 
Counfaill,  in  cais  the  perfonis  fwa  dilaitit  and  acculed  or  ony  of  thame  fuld 
be  found  culpable  be  his  Hienes  Preuey  Counfaill,  or  ony  fyve  of  them, 
(the  Chancellair  and  Clerk  of  Regifter  being  twa  of  that  nowmer,)  outlier 
be  the  confeflioun  of  the  faidis  perfonis  accufed,  or  be  the  depolitioun  of 
famous  witneffes  ;  or  gift'  the  liiidis  perfonis  being  callit  and  adiugeit  crimi- 
nalie,    (in  cais  his  Maieftie  and  Lordis  of  Secreit  Counlaill  fall  fwa  think 
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crude,)  and  wi-r  found  culpable  and  gilty  of  the  premiffea,  tli.it  thay  thair- 
throw  fu  Id  incur  the  pane  of  tiniale  of  all  thair  mouable  lt  n  i  <  1  i  - ,  togidder 
with  the  lyverentia  <>t'  all  thair  landia  and  levingia  quhatfomeuir,  to  be  rp- 
takin  and  imployil  to  oure  Souerane  Lordiaawne  vie,  ami  nawaj  i  -  difponit 
to  the  perfonifi  that  Gild  be  convict,  or  fugitiue  for  the  cans  foirfaid,  a-  the 
(aid  act  of  Parliament  in  the  trill'  proportia.  And  becaus  In-  Maieftie  and 
hi-.  Efteatia,  quhilkia  conuenil  at  Haliruidhoua  vpoun  the  Kxvij  dayof  Julij, 
the  jeir  of  God  I<J  V  Ixxxviij  seiria,  perceavil  !><■  gude  experience  the  in- 
conuenient  that  followit  throw  the  default  of  the  aonputting  of  tin-  fame 
act  to  dew  ezecutioun  ;  and  that  thairthrow  the  faidia  Jefuitia  and  Semi- 
narie  Preiftia  difdanit  hi-  Maieil  sia  l  rid  ::<l,  and  continewit  in  (educing  and 
perfwading  of  diuera  of  hie  Nobilitie,  Baronis,  and  vthiris  his  gude  fubia 
to  declyne  fra  the  laid  trew  and  chrifteane  religioun,  and  to  practize  the 
alteratioun  and  trouble  of  hi-  Hienea  Eftate  :  Thairfoir  be  ane  rthii 
and  ordinance  maid  he  his  Maieftie,  his  faidia  Nobilitie,  Counfell,  ami 
Efteatia,  quhilkia  conuenit  the  (aid  zzrij  day  of  Julij,  certane  perfonis  fpe- 
cialie  expreflh  thairin  wer  nominat,  ele&it  and  conftitute  hi-  Hienea  < 
millionaris  and  Inlliccis  in  that  parte  within  the  houndi-  of  the  Schiref- 
domea,  Stewartis,  Bailliereia  and  Citeis  vndirmentional  :  Likeaa  to  thame 
coniiimtlie  and  feueralie,  within  the  boundia  fpecialie  limital  to  thame,  wer 
gevin  his  Hienea  full  pouer  and  commiffioun,  all  and  limine  Jefuitia  and 
Seminarie  Preiftia,  as,  namelie,  Mr  .lame-  Gordoun,  fader  broutbir  to  the 
Kill  of  Huntley,  Maifter  Edmond  Hay,  brouther  to  the  Gudemao  of 
Meginche,  Maifter  Williame  Creichtoun,  Mailler  Alexander  M'quhirry, 
Gilbert  Broun,  fumtyme  Abhot  of  Newabbay,  M.  .Mark  Ker,  fon 
Robert  Ker,  eldair,  burgea  of  Edinburgh,  and  vthiria  of  that  profeflioun, 
in  caia  thav  i'uld  nocht  depairt  forth  of  this  realme,  and  entir  thame  (elfifis 
to  the  Proueft  of  Edinburgh,  to  haue  bene  lugeit  quhill  occafioun  (eruit  to 
tranfporte  thame  according  to  the  proclamatioun  jmhliil  to  that  effec?  ;  and 

ale  all  and  lindrie  hi>  lliene-  ivhelli-  remaining  at  the  home  tor  llanchter. 
or  iic  vtheris   odious  crymeia,    and   all    fornari-,    brigandia,    and    maillerihll 

vagaboundia,  To  paa,  ferche,  (eik,  tak  and  apprehend,  and  outlier  to  bring 
and  prefent  thame  hefoir  the  Inllice  and  his  Deputis  in  the  i'olhuith  of 
Edinburgh  ;    or  then  the  faidia  Commiffionaria  and  Inllice-  thame  felifia  to 

putt  the  faidia  Jefuitia  and  Seminarie  l'reilli-,    and  \theri-  abone  writtin  to 

the  knaulege  of  ane  Affile  for  thair  (aidia  wicked  and  rnlauchfuU  pra&isi  j, 
and  attemptatia,  and  oontemptuua  diffobeying  and  contraTening  of  the 
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lawis  and  a6lis  of  Parliament,  and  vthiris  crymes  committit  be  thame  j  and 
as  thay  fuld  be  foundin  culpable  or  innocent,  to  minifter  iuilice  vpoun 
thame  conforme  to  the  lawis  and  confuetude  of  this  realme  ;  courte  or 
courtis  to  this  effect  to  fett,  beg-in,  afferme,  hald  and  continew  ;  Deputis 
vndir  thame,  with  clerkis,  leriandis,  dempftaris,  and  all  vtheris  ofBceris 
and  memberis  of  courte  neidfull  to  mak,  creat,  fubftitute,  and  ordane  ; 
AffifTes  ane  or  ma  to  that  effect,  ilk  perfone  vndir  the  pane  of  ffourty  pundis, 
to  fummond,  warne,  cheis,  and  caus  be  fworne  ;  vnlawis,  amerchiamentis 
and  efchettis  of  the  faidis  Courtis  to  alk,  lift  and  rais  ;  and  for  the  fame, 
giff  neid  beis,  to  poind  and  diftrenzie  ;  compt,  rekning  and  payment  to 
his  Maieflie  and  his  Thefaurair  in  his  name  in  the  Chekker  to  mak,  quhair- 
in  the  neceffair  expenffes  to  be  maid  in  the  executioun  of  the  faid  Commif- 
fioun  is  appointed  to  be  defeafed  and  allowit.  And  in  cais  the  faidis  Je- 
fuitis  and  Seminarie  Preiftis,  and  vthiris  abouefpecifeit,  fal  happin  to  flee 
to  houffes  or  llrenthis,  to  affege  and  perfew  thame  thairfn,  rais  fyre,  and 
vfe  all  force,  and  weirlyke  ingyne  for  recouerie  thairof ;  and  g-iff  it  lal 
happin  ony  of  thame,  or  ony  affifting  and  concurring  with  thame,  to  be 
hurte,  flane,  or  mutilat,  or  ony  wrak,  diftructioun  of  houffes  or  guidis  to 
be  done  ;  the  fame  to  be  imputt  for  na  cryme  nor  offens  to  the  faidis  Iufti- 
ceis  and  Commiflionaris,  or  perfonis  affifting  thame  in  the  executioun  heir- 
of ;  nor  thay  nor  nane  of  thame  to  be  callit  or  accufed  for  the  fame  crimi- 
nalie  nor  ciuilie  be  ony  maner  of  way  in  tyme  cuming ;  exonering  thame 
of  all  actioun  and  cryme  that  may  be  moved  and  intendit  aganis  thame  or 
ony  of  thame  for  the  lame  ;  and  difehargeing  all  his  Hienes  Iugeis  and 
Minifteris  of  his  lawis  off  all  calling,  accufeing,  vnlawing,  or  ony  wayes 
pleding  aganis  thame  thairfoir,  and  of  thair  officeris  in  that  parte  for  euir. 
Mairouer  with  pouer  to  the  faids  lufliceis  and  Commiffionaris  to  inquire 
quhat  feidis  or  variance  ftandis  betuix  ony  parteis  inhabitantis  within  the 
fhyris  and  boundis  appointit  to  thame,  and  quha  wes  the  maifl  able  and 
indifferent  freinds  to  be  imployit  for  componing  and  a waytaking  thairof, 
and  to  require  and  command  thame  to  travell  to  that  effect ;  and  the  per- 
fonis flanding  at  variance  to  fubmitt  thame  felffis  to  the  moderatioun  and 
arbitriment  of  the  faidis  indifferent  freindis,  according  to  the  effect  and 
meaning  of  the  generall  Band  fubfcriuit  be  his  Hienes  and  diuers  of  his 
Efleatis  ;  or,  in  cais  of  refufe  or  delay,  to  certifie  the  fame  to  his  Maieflie 
and  his  Counfaill  with  all  conuenient  expeditioun,  that  fie  further  ordour 
mycht  be  tane  thairanent  as  appertenit ;   and  to  move  certane  of  the  maift. 
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worth}  and  zealous  perfonia  in  euerj  parochin  to  tak  ppoun  thame  the 
commifliouo  for  executioun  of  the  acl  of  Parliament  maid  for  pvnifhement 
of  (trang  and  idill  beggaris,  and  releiffof  the  pure  and  impotent.  As  al- 
fwa  ordanit  and  commandit  the  faidis  Commiflionaris  and  [ufticeis  to  pro- 
clame  and  caus  mak  wapponfhawingis  of  i  'I  fenfible  perfonia  in  the  boundia 
particularlie  limitat  to  thame  ;  and  to  charge  name  to  convene  in  arraet 
at  all  occafiouns  neidfull,  for  defens  of  the  cuntrey,  and  refiftii  j  of  all  < m  t- 
ward  and  domeftick  invaiioun  tending  to  the  dangeir  of  th<  profeflburia 
of  Goddis  trew  religioun,  or  troubling  of  the  commoun  quietnes  of  this 
realme  :  And  l'<  rder  to  charge  and  require  all  bis  Hi  ines  gude  fubieclis 
to  concur  and  affift  thame  in  the  executioun  of  the  premiffes,  vudir  the 
panes  contenit  in  the  actis  of  Parliament  ;  and  forder  \  ndir  the  pane  to  be 
repute,  baldin,  eftemil  and  perfewit  as  hinderaris  of  his  Hienea  feruice, 
and  arte  and  pair!  takaris  with  the  foirfaidia  rebellious  and  diflbbedienf 
perfonia  in  lhair  vngodlie  and  wicked  deidis  :  And  that  tie-  faidis  Com- 
miflionaris and  [ufticeis  do  thair  exacl  dilig<  nee  for  executioun  of  the  pre- 
mises, as  thay  and  euery  ane  of  thame  will  anfi  sr  to  his  Maieftie  vpoun 
thair  obedience,  at  thair  vttermofl  charge  and  pei  l  ;  and  forder  vndir 
the  pane  of  ane  thowfand  pundis  i"  be  j>a\  it  be  euerj  am  of  thame  that 
(albe  found  remiffe  or  negligent  heirin,  as  the  fi  id  acl  of  Secreil  Counfaill 
of  the  date  foirfaid  at  mair  lenth  proportis  :  Quhill  ,  with  the  laid  art  ol 
Parliament,  and  vtheris  actis,  ordinanceis,  and  commiflonis,  pafl  ami  gevin 
for  executing  of  the  lame  actis  agania  the  faidis  Jefuitis,  Seminarie  Preiftis, 
Papiftis,  and  excommunicat  perfonia,  the  faidis  Lordia  ol'  &  i  r<  it  Counfale, 
in  oure  Souerane  Lordia  name,  ratifei  and  approvis,  and  ordanis  the  fame 
to  1"'  pntt  to  forder  executioun  in  all  pointis,  conforme  to  the  tennour 
thairof,  with  fie  expeditioun  as  conuenientlie  may  lie.  And  becaus  thair 
i-  certane  of  the  Noblemen,  Baronis,  and  rtheris,  expreflh  Commiflionaris 
in  the  laid  act  ofSecreit  Counfaill,  maid  ypoun  the  laid  xxvij  day  of  Junij 
ffourefcoir  levin  jeiris,  that,  fen  tin-  making  thair  >f,   ar  depairtil  tin-  Kile, 

vtheris  difealit  in  thair   bodyis,    and    fum    abient    forth    of   the  realme,    and 

in  vtheris  partis  fer  diftant  Ira  the  boundis  within  I  ie  <|nhilk  commiflioun 
wes  gevin  to  thame,  lie  reffoun  of  thair  reiidence  thairin  for  the  tyme,  fwa 

that    at  tin-  jirelent  they  imiv  nochl  conuenientlie  vie  and   execute  the   laid 
commiflioun    with    lie    expeditioun    a-    i-    re(jnihte  :       Thairfoir    the    faidis 

Lordia  of  Secreit  ( 'ounfaill,  at  the  humble  ami  eirnifl  deflre  of  the  General! 
Vfiembly  ol'  the  Kirk  prefentlie  conueuit,   ties  thocht  gude,   concludit  am! 
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ordanit,   That  the  faid  commiflioun  and  adtis  foirfaidis  falbe   putt  in  dew 
and  full  executioun  be  the  perfonis  refpective  eftir  following-,  gevin  in  be 
thaine  in  roll,  within  the  burrowis,  fchirefdomis,  llewartreis,  and  bailliereis, 
particularlie  vndirmentionat,   thay  ar  to  fay,  the   Proueftis  and  Baillies   of 
euery  citie  and  burgh,    Iufticeis  and   Commitlionaris  within   the  i'elff  and 
liberteis  of  the  fame  :  And  for  the  cuntrey  to  landwart,    Robert   Erll  of 
Orknay,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Orknay  ;  George  Erll  of 
Caithnes,  Coline  Mckanzie  of  Kintaill,  Thomas  Frafair  of  Kinkky,    Andro 
Monro  of  Dawachartie,    Angus  Williamelbun  Mcintoflie  in  Termett,  and 
Johnne  Vrquhart,   Tutour  of  Cromarty,   within  the  boundis  of  the  fchiref- 
domis of  Inuernes  and  Cromarty  ;  Johnne  Campbell  of  Caddell,   Schireff 
of  Name,  Hucheoun  Ros  of  Kilrawak,  and  Johnne  Hay  of  Lochloy,  with- 
in the  boundis  of  the  Schirefdome  of  Name  ;  James  Erll  of  Murray,  Pa- 
trick Dunbar,  Schireff  Wardatair  of  Elgin  and  Fores,  Robert  Innes  of  that 
ilk,  Johnne  Grant  of  Frewquhy,   James   Dunbar  of  Tarbatt,    and  Dauid 
Dunbar  of  Grangehill,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdomis  of  Elgin  and 
Forefs  ;   Williame  Erll  of  Mortoun,  Schireff  Wardatair  of  Banff,  Alexander 
Lord  Saltoun,  and  Walter  Ogiluy  of  Findlattir,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
fchirefdome  of  Banff;  Johnne  Maifter  of  Forbes,  Willialme  Forbes  of  Cors, 
Alexander  Irwing  of  Drwm,  James  Creichtoun  of  Frendraucht,   Alexan- 
der Seytoun  of  Meldrum,  Johnne  Gordoun  of  Pitlurg,    Williame  Keith  of 
Ludquharne,  and  Williame  Turing  of  Foverne,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
Schirefdome  of  Abirdene  ;  Williame  Erll  of  Angus,   George   Erll   Mair- 
fhael,  Robert  Lord  of  Altrie,  Andro  Lord  Dingwell,  Alexander  Stratoun 
of  Laurenftoun,  Johnne  Strauthachin  of  Thornetoun,  Johnne  Wifcheart  of 
Pittarro,   and   Johnne   Ramfay   of  Balmane,    within   the   boundis   of  the 
Schirefdome  of  Kincardin  ;  Johnne  Lord  Hammiltoun,   Thomas  Maifter 
of  G  lam  mis,    Patrick  Maifter  of  Gray,   Dauid  Lindfay  of  Edzell,  James 
Skrymgeour  of  Dudop,   Conftable  of  Dundee,  and  George  Haliburtoun  of 
Pitcur,   within  the  boundis  of  the  Schirefdome  of  Forfar  ;  Johnne  Erll  of 
Athoill,  Duncane  Campbell  of  Glenvrquhy,  Thomas  Stewart  of  Garntully, 
Alexander  Blair  of  Bathiock,   Williame  Moncreiff  of  that  ilk,   and  Patrick 
Ogiluy  of  Inchemartine,   within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Perth, 
Stermonth,  and  Dunkell;  Johnne  Murray  of  Tullibardin,  Johnne  Striuil- 
ing  of  Keir,  and  Mr  Johnne  Halden  of  Glennegeis,    within  the  boundis  of 
the  ftewartreis  of    Stratharne   and  Menteith,   and   diocie   of  Dunblane; 
WTilliame  Erll  of  Mortoun,  Alexander  Commendatair  of  Culrois,  Williame 
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Menteith  of  Kera,  and  Robert  Bruce  of  Clackmannane,  within  the  boundis 
ol"  tbe  lchirefdomis  of  Clakmannane  and  Kinros;  Andro  Lrll  of  Rothes, 
Schireff  of  Fyffe,  James  Lord  Lindfay  of  the  Byris,  Mr  Williame  Lund} 
of  that  ilk,  Andro  Wode  of  Largo,  and  Mr  Dauid  Carnegy  of  Culluthy, 
within  tin*  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Fyffe;  Johnne  Erll  of  Mar, 
Willi, unc  Lord  Levingftoun,  Alexander  Forretter  ot  Garden,  and  Johnne 
ingftoun,  joungair,  of  Dunnypace,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchiref- 
dome of  Striuiling ;  George  Dundasofthat  ilk,  Nicol  Cornwall  of  Ballin- 
hart],  and  Daniil  Dundas  "I  Preiftifinche,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchiref- 
dome «>t'  Lynlythqw  ;  Archibald  Naper  of  Marchinftoun,  Robert  Fairlie 
of  Braid,  and  Patrick  Monypenny  of  Pilrig,  within  the  boundis  "t'  the 
fchirefdome  of  Edenburgh  ;  Williame  Erll  of  Angus,  Francis  Erll  Both- 
uile,  William  Lord  Hay  of  JeHer,  Schir  Johnne  Maitland  of  Thirlftane, 
Knycht,  Chancellair,  and  Alexander  Hwme  of  Northberuik,  within  the 
boundis  of  the  Conftabularie  of  Hadingtoun  and  Dunbar;  Schir  James 
Hwme  of  Coldenknowis,  Knycht,  George  Hume  of  Weddirburne,  Alex* 
inder  Hwme  of  Huttounhall,  Patrick  Hwme  appeirand  of  Aytoun,  Patrick 
Cokburne,  Tutour  of  Langtoun,  James  Seytoun  of  Tullibody,  and  Mr 
Thomas  Cranftoun  of  Moreiftoun,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome 
of  Beruik  or  Mere;  Williame  Ker  of  Cef furde,  Walter  Scott  of  Branx« 
holme,  George  Douglas  of  Bonjedburgh,  Johnne  Cranftoun  of  that  ilk,  and 
Andro  Ker  of  Fadounfyde,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Schirefdome  of  Rox- 
burgh or  Teuiotdaill ;  William  Lord  Hay  of  ~.  ler,  Johnne  Stewart  of 
Tracquair,  Williame  Tuedy  of  Drummelzeair,  and  Patrick  Murray  of 
Fawlahill,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdomis  of  Selkirk  and  Peblis  , 
Johnne  Lord  I  lainmiltoiin,  Williame  Erll  of  Angus,  James  Lord  Somer- 
uile,  .fame-  Maxwell  of  Calderwode,  Johnne  Stewart  of  Mynto,  and  James 
Hammiltoun  of  Libbertoun,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  i  I 
Lanerk  or  Cliddifdale ;  Ludouik  Duke  of  Lennox,  James  Erll  of  Glen- 
cairne,  Robert  Lord  Sempill,  George  Buchquhannane  of  that  ilk,  Johnne 
Schaw  of  Grenok,  Williame  Edmonftoun  of  Duntreith,  and  Vmphra  Col- 
houn  of  Lufs,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Lennox  and  fchirefdome  of  Ren- 
frew; Robert  Maifter  of  Eglintoun,  Thomas  Lord  Boyd,  Johnne  Blair  oi 
that  ilk,  and  Thomas  Craufurde  of  Jordanehill,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
baillierie  of  Cunynghame ;  Hew  Campbell  of  Teiringeane,  John  Wallace 
ofCragy,  Andro  Lord  Vchiltrie,  and  Williame  Craufurde  of  Leifnoreis, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  baillierie  oi   Kyle  ;  Thomas  Kennedy  of  Blair- 
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quhan,  Thomas  Kennedy  of  Bargany,  and  Johnne  Cathcart  of  Carltoun, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  baillierie  of  Carick  ;  Alexander  Stewart  of 
Garleis,  Vthrid  MMouell  of  Garthland,  and  Schir  Patrik  Vans  of  Bern- 
barrauch,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdoiue  of  Wigtoun  ;  Johnne 
Gordoun  of  Lochinvar,  Thomas  Mcclellane  of  Bombie,  and  James  Lidder- 
dale  of  Sanct  Marie  He,  within  the  boundis  of  the  ftewartrie  of  Kirk- 
cudbrycht ;  Johnne  Lord  Hammiltoun,  James  Douglas  of  Torthorwald, 
and  Roger  Greirfoun  of  Lag,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of 
Drumfreis ;  Robert  Lord  Sanquhair,  James  Douglas  of  Drumlangrig,  and 
Roger  Kirkpatrick  of  Clofburne,  within  the  Sanquhair  or  ovir  pairt  of 
Nythifdale ;  James  Johnnftoun  of  Dunfkelly,  Charlis  Murray  of  Cokpule, 
and  Robert  Johnnftoun,  Laird  of  Newby,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Stew- 
artrie  of  Annanderdale  ;  Archibald  Erll  of  Ergyle,  and  his  Curatouris, 
within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Ergyle  ;  Angus  Mcconeill  of  Dun- 
nyveg  and  Glennis,  Lauchlane  Mcclayne  of  Dowart,  Donald  Mcconeill 
Gorme  of  Slaitt,  and  Donald  M  cloid  of  Harris,  within  the  boundis  of 
the  His. 

Attoure  the  faidis  Lordis  of  Secreit  Counfaill,  heiring  lindrie  brwtis  and 
rumouris  alfweill  of  foreyne  as  interline  plattis  and  preparationis  for  the 
trouble  of  the  trew  and  chrifteane  religioun  prefentlie  profellit  within  this 
realme,  and  perrelling  of  the  Kingis  Maielleis  eftate  and  Handing,  depend- 
ing thairvpon,  baith  having  the  fame  felff  freindis  and  commoun  enemeyis, 
fubiect  to  the  like  event  of  Handing  and  decay,  hes  thocht  meit  for  the  pre- 
venting of  the  dangeir  threatned  heirby,  afweill  to  the  ane  as  to  the  vther, 
That  firll  of  all,  the  godlie  and  weill  affected  perfonis,  his  Maiefteis  gude 
l'ubiectis,  f  albe  knawne  and  decernit  fra  thame  that  ar  of  a  contrair  diipoii- 
tioune  :  And  to  that  effect  the  faidis  lordis  hes  given  and  grantit,  and  be 
thir  prefentis  gevis  and  grantis  full  power  and  commillioun,  expres  bidding 
and  charge,  to  the  perfonis  vnderwritten  euery  ane  of  thame  within  the 
boundis  particulate  limitat  to  thame,  as  followis,  Thomas  Swyntoun, 
Hary  Coluill,  and  Johnne  Dunnone,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome 
of  Orknay  j  Maifter  William  Paip,  Maiiler  Robert  Innes,  William  Gray, 
^oungair,  Mr  Johnne  Robertfoun,  Mr  George  Monro,  Mr  Robert  Wil- 
liamelbun,  and  Mr  Thomas  Houefoun,  within  the  boundis  of  fchirefdomis 
of  Inuernes  and  Cromarty ;  Mr  Robert  Rait,  within  the  boundis  of  the 
fchirefdome  of  Name  ;  Mr  Johnne  Keith,  Minifler  at  Duffus,  Mr  Williame 
Douglas,  Minifter  at  Elgin,  and  Mr  Johnne  Forrefter,  Minifter  at  Fores, 
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within  the  boundia  of  the  fchirefdomie  oi  Elgin  and  Forei  ,  Mr  Williame 
Straucbathin,  .Mr  James  Duff,  and  Mr  George  Nicolfoun,  within  the 
boundia  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Banff;  Mr  Petir  Blackburne,  Johnne 
Strauchathin,  James  Reid,  and  Abraham  Sibbald,  within  the  boundia  <>i  the 
fchirefd  >me  of  Abirdene  ;  Mr  Andro  Myln,  Maifter  Williame  Lelk,  and 
Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  within  the  boundia  of  the  fchirefdome  of  Kin- 
cardin;  Maifter  James  Meluill,  Mr  Paul  Frafair,  William  Cryftefoun,  Mr 
James  Nicolfoun,  Mr  JH  I  Mr  Henry  Duncane,  Johnne  Foullar- 

tuiiii,  an  rhomas  Ramfay,  within  the   boundia  of  the  fchirefdome  "i 

Forfair ;  Mr  William  Glafe,  Mr  William  Rynd,  Alexander  Young,  Mr 
Archibald  Moncreiff,  and  Mr  William  Row,  within  the  hound;-  of  the 
fchirefdome  of  Perth,  Stormonth  and  Dunkeld;  Mr  Andro  Young,  Mr 
Williame  Striueling,  and  Alexander  Fergy,  within  the  boundu  oftheftew- 
artreis  of  Stratharne  and  VIenteitb  and  diocie  of  Dunblan  .  ,  ihnne 
Dykis,  Robert  Rait,  and  Mr  Alexander  Wallace,  within  the  boundia  of  the 
fchirefdomis  of  Clakmannane  and  Kinrofs;  Mr  Thomaa  Buchquhannane, 
Mr  Andro  Moncreiff,  Mr  .fames  Meluill,  and  Mr  Adam  Michell, 
within  the  boundia  oi  tin1  fchirefdome  of  Fyfe;  .Johnne  Dunkefoun, 
Mr  Alexander  Levingftoun,  and  Andro  Forrefter,  within  the  boundia 
of  tin'  fchirefdome  of  Striuiling  ;  Patrick  Kenloquhy,  Mr  .lame-  Law, 
and  Mr  Robert  Coluill,  within  the  boundis  of  the  fchirefdome 
of  Linlythqw  ;  Mr  Robert  Bruce,  Mr  Patrick  Simfoun,  and  Mr 
Michael  Cranftoun,  within  the  boundis  <>t  the  fchirefdome  "t  Edin- 
burgh; Mr  Adam  Johnnftoun,  Johnne  Hereis,  and  .fame-  Gibfoun, 
within  Dalketh ;  William  Sandirfoun,  Mr  Cuthbert  Boncle,  Mr  Thomaa 
bee,  ana  Mr  .fame-  Carmichael,  within  the  conftabularie  id"  Had- 
un  and  Dunbar;  Dauid  Hwme,  Johnne  Clappertoun,  and  K> 
Frenihe,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Beruik  or  the  Mers;  Mr  Andro 
Clayhillis,  Mr  William  Auchmowty,  George  Johnneftoun,  Williame 
Balfour,  and  Mr  Johnne  K  ix,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Roxburgh  or 
Teviotdaill;  Mr  Archibald  Douglas,  Minifter  at  Peblis,  Mr  Johnne 
Welflbe,  Minifter  at  Selkirk,  and  Williame  Sandirfoun,  Minifter  at 
[nnerlethine,  within  the  boundis  of  the  Forreft  and  Tueddale  ;  Mr 
Johnne  Dauidfoun,  Mr  Robert  Lind&y,  and  Mr  Andro  Hay,  within  the 
boundis  of  Cliddifdale  <>r  Lanerk  ;    Mr  Thomas  Jak,   Mr  Andro  Ki 

and  Mr  Patrick  Walkinlhaw,    within  the  boundis  of  the  Lennox  ami   Ren- 
frew ;    Mr   Alexander   Skryrogeour,    Mr    Alexander    Wratoun,   and    Mr 
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Robert  Wilky,  within  the  baillierie  of  Cunynghame  ;    Johnne  Portarfeild, 
Mr  Johnne  Inglis,  and  Mr  Petir  Primrois,  within  the  baillierie  of  Kyle  ; 
Johnne  Mccorne,  and  Williame  Young,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Carrik  ; 
Mr  Niniane  Mcclennoquhen,  and  Johnne  Young,  within  the  fchirefdome 
of  Wigtoun  ;    Mr  James  Hammiltoun,   and  Mr  Dauid  Blyth,   within  the 
flewartrie  of  Kirkcudbricht ;    Mr  Hew  Foullartoun,   and  Mr  Williame 
Thomefoun,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Drumfreis  ;    Mr  James  Bryfoun, 
and  Johnne  Foullartoun,  within  the  Sanquhair  or  ovir  pairt  of  Nythil'daill  ; 
Alexander  Gardner,  within  Annanderdale  ;    Mr  Neill  Campbell,   Bifliop 
of  Ergile,  within  the  fchirefdome  of  Ergyle  ;  all  and  lindrie  Errlis,  Lordis, 
Baronis,  freehaldaris,  gentilmen,    inhabitantis   of  Burrowis,   and   vtheris 
his  Hienes  legis  quhatfomeuir,  off  quhat  rank  and  degree  that  euir  thay  be 
of,   to  call  and  convene  befoir  the  faidis  Minifteris,  be  thair  mifliue  letters 
or  meffingeris,  at  quhatfumeuir  placeis  and  dayis  thay  fall  think  expedient ; 
and  thair  require  thame  to  giff  the  confefiioun  of  thair  faith,  togidder  with 
thair  fubfcriptionis  thairto,   and  to  the  generall  Band  maid  and  fubfcriuit 
alreddy  be  his  Hienes  and  certane   of  his  Eiteatis,    twicheing  the  manten- 
ance  and  defens  of  the  faid  trew  religioun,  his  Maiefteis  perfone  and  eftate, 
and  withftanding  of  all  forryne  preparationis  and  forceis  tending  to  the 
trouble  thairof :     And  in  cais  ony  perfonis  fwa  requirit  diftbbey,   that  the 
Minifteris  of  Godis  worde  proceid  to  admonitionis  ;    and  finding  thame 
obftinat,  caus  the  cenfures  of  the  Kirk  be  vfed  aganis  thame,  as  enemeyis 
to  God,  his  Maieftie,  and  the  commoun  wele  of  this  thair  natiue  cuntrey  : 
And  that  the  faidis  Minifteris  crave  the   concurrence  of  the  Noblemen, 
Baronis,   and  Gentilmen,   within  the  boundis  particulate  aboue  writtin, 
for  the  better  executioun  of  the  premifles  :     And  that  letteris  be  direct  to 
mak  publicatioun  heirof,  be  oppin  proclamatioun,  at  the  mercat  croceis  of 
the  heid  burrowis  of  this  realme,   and  vtheris  placeis  neidfull,  quhairthrow 
nane  pretend  ignorance  of  the  fame  :     As  alfwa  to  command  and  charge 
the  Noblemen,  Barronis,  Minifteris,  and  vtheris  foiriaidis,  to  accept  vpoun 
thame  the  commiinoun  gevin  to  euery  ane  of  thame  in  maner  particulate 
aboue  mentionat ;    and  to  reporte  thair  diligence  tuicheing  the  executioun 
thairof  to  the  Clerk  of  his  Hienes  Secreit  Counfale,  betuix  and  the  twentie 
day  of  May  nixt  to  cum,  vndir  the  pane  of  rebellioun  and  putting  of  thame 
to  the  home  ;    with  certificatioun  to  thame  and  thay  failzie,  thay  falbe  de- 
nunceit  rebellis  and  putt  to  the  home  ;  and  all  thair  mouable  guidis  eflieit 
and  inbrocht  to  his  Maiefties  vie  for  thair  contemptioun  :     And  ficlike,  to 
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command  and  charge  all  and  (iridrie  his  Hienea  legis,  to  reddilie  anfuer, 
intend  and  obey,  concur,  fortifie  and  allill  the  (aidia  Commifiionaria  in  the 
executioun  of  the  premiffea  ;  and  to  do  nor  attempt  n.i  thing  to  thair  bin- 
derance  ;  as  thay  and  ilk  ane  of  thame  will  anluer  to  In-  Hienea  vpoun 
thair  obedience  and  allegeance,  and  vndir  all  hied  pane,  cryme  and  offene 
that  they  may  committ  and  inrin  agania  his  Maieftie  in  that  behalff.  K.  S.C.] 


[The  copy  of  tin'  Band  touching  the  mantainance  of  the  true  religion, 
the  Kinga  Majeflies  perfon,  and  eftate  (everaly,  to  be  (ubferibed  l>e 
all  Noblemen,  Barrons,  Gentlemen,  and  others,  according  to  tin 
tenour  of  the  act  o{'  the  Secrel  Counfell,  and  Commifiions  their 
contained. 

We  underfubferiving,  confidering  the  ftrait  linke  of  conjunction  betuixt  the 
true  and  Chriilian  religion  prefentlyprofeffed  within  this  ourrealme,andS 
raing  Lorda  eftate  and  Handing,  haveing  l>"ih  the  (elf  fame  friends  and  com- 
mon enemiea,  and  fubjecT:  ti>  like  event  of  Handing  and  decay,  and  weighing 
therewith  all  the  imminent  dangers  threatned  to  the  laid  religion,  a- well  bi 
forraigne  preparations  for  profecution  of  that  deteftable  confpiracie  againft 
Chrifl  and  his  Evangell,  called  the  holy  league,  as  by  outward  and  intefline 
practifea  of  the  favourera  and  fuppofta  thereof  amongfl  ourfelves,  who  now 
animated  be  tin'  reporte  of  forraigne  pouera  repairing  to  this  realme, 
beginne  more  plainly  to  utter  and  profefa  their  long  conceved  eyill  mean- 
ing to  the  truth,  and  confequently  to  the  (landing  of  hie  Majeftie,  oui 
veraigne  Lord,  whom  they  have  found  and  tryed  to  beaconitant  inflexible 
profeffour  of  the  fame,  the  prefervatione  wherof  being  dearer  to  ua  nor 
whatfoever  we  have  deareft  in  this  life  ;  and  finding  in  his  Majeftie  a  moii 
chriilian  and  honorable  refolutione  to  manifefl  himfelfe  unto  the  world  that 
zealoua  and  religious  Prince  quhich  he  hath  hitherto  profeffed,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  mean-  and  pouer  that  God  hath  jmtt  into  hi-  hands,  a-  well  to  the 
withftanding  of  whatfoever  forraigne  forces  (hall  mean  within  this  ifland, 
tor  alteration  of  the  laid  religion,  or  endangering  of  the  prefent  eftat<  . 
to  the  repreffing  of  inward  enemiea  therto  among  ourfelves,  linked  ^\  i 1 1 1 

them  in  the  laid  antichrillian  league  ami  confederacie  J    Have  therefore,    in 
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prefence  of  the  Almighty  God,  and  with  his  Majeftie  authorizing-  an  allou- 
ance,  faithfullie  promifed,  and  folemnly  fworne,  likeas  hereby  we  faithfully 
and  folemnly  fvvear  and  promife,  to  take  a  true,  efFald  and  plain  parte  with 
his  Majeftie  amongft  ourfelves,  for  diverting  of  the  prefent  danger  threat- 
ned  to  the  faid  religion,  and  his  Majeflies  eftate  and  Handing  depending 
thereupon,  be  whatfomever  forces,  or  intefting  plotts,  or  preparations  j  and 
to  that  effe6t  faithfullie,  and  that  upon  our  truthes  and  honours,  bind  and 
oblidge  us  to  others,  to  conveen  and  aftemble  ourfelves  publickly  with  our 
friends,  in  amies,  or  in  quiet  maner,  at  fuch  times  and  places,  as  we  fliall 
be  required  by  his  Majeflies  proclamatiouns,  or  be  writte  or  meffenger  di- 
rected to  us  from  his  Majefty,  or  any  having  pouer  from  him  ;  and 
being  conveened  and  aflembled,  to  joyne  with  the  whole  forces  of 
our  friends  and  favourers  againft  whatfoever  forraigne  or  interline  pouer, 
or  papifls  and  their  partakers,  fliall  arrive,  or  arife  within  this  ifland  or  any 
parte  thereof,  ready  to  defend  or  perfue  as  we  fliall  be  authorized  and  con- 
dueled  be  his  Majeilie,  or  any  other  having  his  pouer  and  commillion,  to 
joyne  and  hold  hand  to  the  execution  of  whatfomever  mean  or  order  fliall  be 
thought  meet  be  his  Majefty  and  his  Counfell,  for  the  fupprelling  of  Papifls, 
promotion  of  the  true  religion,  and  fettling  of  his  Highnes  eftate,  and  obe- 
dience in  all  the  countries  and  corners  of  this  realme,  to  expone  and  hazard 
our  lives,  lands,  and  goods,  and  whatfoever  mean  God  hath  lent  us,  in  the 
defence  of  the  faid  true  and  chriftian  religion,  and  his  Majeflies  perfon  and 
eftate,  againft  whatfomever  Jefuits,  and  Seminary  or  Meffe  Priefts,  con- 
demned enemies  to  God  and  his  Majeftie,  to  their  utter  wracke  and  exter- 
mination, according  to  the  pouer  granted  unto  us  by  his  Highnefs  procla- 
mations, and  acls  of  Parliament ;  to  try,  fearch,  and  feek  out  all  excom- 
municats,  practifers,  and  others  papifls  whatfomever,  within  our  bounds 
and  fliires  where  we  keep  refidence,  delate  them  to  his  Highnefs  and  his 
Privie  Counfell,  and  conforme  us  to  fuch  directions,  as,  from  time  to  time, 
we  fliall  receve  from  his  Majefty  and  his  Counfell  in  their  behalfes  ;  and 
fpecially  fo  many  of  us  as  prefently  are,  or  hereafter  fliall  be  appointed 
Commiffioners  in  every  fliire,  fliall  follow,  perfue,  and  travell,  by  all  means 
poffible,  to  take  and  apprehend  all  fuch  papifls,  apoftats,  and  excommunicats, 
as  we  fliall  receve  in  write  from  his  Majefty  ;  and  we  the  remnent  within 
that  fliire,  fliall  aflift  and  concurre  with  the  faid  Commiflioners,  with  our 
whole  friends  and  forces  to  that  efle6l,  without  refpecl  of  any  perfon  what- 
foever ;    and  generally  to  aflift,   in  the  mean  time,  and  defend  every  one 
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of  us  another,  in  all  and  in  whatfoever  querrels,  actions,  debaites,   mo 
or  to  be  moved  againil  us  or  any  of  us  upon  action  of  the  prefent  Band, 
ind  other  caufes  depending  thereupon ;  and  joy ne  in  defence  and  perl'ute 
againft  whatfoever  thai!  offer  or  intend  any  injurie  or  revei  .i nil  ani 

one  of  them  for  the  premifles,  and  making  his  caufe  and  pari  that  is  pur- 
iiicd,  all  our  partes,  notwithftanding  whatfoever  privie  grudge  or  difplea- 
fure  (landing  betuixt  any  of  us,  which  (hall  be  uo  impediment  or  hinder 
to  our  laid  effauld  joyning  in  the  Paid  common  caul"'',  but  to  lye  over 
and  be  miiknoune  till  the]  be  orderly  removed  and  taken  away  be  the 
order  under  (pecifyed  ;  to  which  time  we,  lor  the  better  furtherance  of  the 
laid  caufe  and  fervice,  have  allured,  and  by  the  tenour  hereof,  «  '■  ■  r\  one oi 
ii-  taking  the  burthen  on  us  for  ourfelves  and  all  that  we  may  lett,   affun 

each  Other  to  hi-  unhurt,  unharmed  or  in  any  wife    to  hi'  invaded    he  us   or 

any  oi  our  forfaids,   lor  old  feed  or  neu,   otherwife  nor  he  the  ordenarie 
courie  of  law  and  juftice  ;  naither  (hall  we  nor  any  of  our  forfaids   make 
any  provocation  of  tumult,  trouble  or  diipleafure  to  others  in  any  fort, 
we  lhall  anfwer  to  God,  ami  upon  our  honours  and  fidelity  to  hi-  Majefty ; 

and  for  our  further  and  more  hearty  union  in  this  ferviee,  we  are  content, 
and  COnfent,  that  all  and  whatfoever  feed- and  variances  fallin,  or  that  ma\ 
fall  out  betuixt  us,  he,  within  four  dayes  after  the  date  hereof,  amicabili 

ferred  and  fubmitted  to  feven  or  five  indifferent  friends  chofen  he  hi-  Ma- 
jefty of  our  whole  number,  and  by  their  moderation  and  arbitrament  > 
poned  and  taken  away  ;  and  linaly,  that  we  lhall  neither  directly  nor  indi- 
rectly feparat  nor  withdrau  n-  from  the  union  and  felloufhip  oi  the  rem 
mint  he  whatfoever  fuggeftion  or  privit  advice,  or  he  whatfoever  incident 
regard  or  Hay  fuch  refolution  as  by  common  deliberation  (hall  he  taken  in 
the  premifles,  as  we  lhall  anfwer  to  God  upon  our  confciences,  ami  to  the 
world  upon  our  truth  and  honours,  and  under  the  pain  to  be  etleemed 
traitor-  to  God  and  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  have  loll  all  honour,  credit,  ami 

eftimation  in  time  coming;  in  wittneffe  whereof  his  Majefty  in  token  of  his 
approbation  anil  protection  promifed  t«>  us  in  the  premuTes,  and  we  by  bis 
authorizing  and  allouance  forefaid  have  fubfcribed  thir  prefents  with  our 
hands.   C] 


.)  i) 
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A.  D.  M.D.XC. 


The  Generall  Ailemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  conveinit  at  Eden- 
burgh  vpon  the  fourth  day  of  Auguft  1590  :  Quher  ther  was 
affemblit  the  Commiilioners  and  Brethren  vnderwrytin. 

The  Kings  Commissioners. 
My  Lord  Chancellour.  My  Lord  Blantyre 

Argyle. 
Mr  Neil  Campbell. 

§etland,  abfent. 
Orknay,  abfent. 
Cathnes,  abfent. 
Sudderland,  abfent. 

Ross. 
Mr  James  Robertfone. 


^. 
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Ml   RRAY. 


Mr  John  Inne 

Mr  Alexander  Rawfone. 


M  r  James  Raith. 


Bamfe,  abfent. 

Vberdein. 
Mi  Peeter  Blackburne.  Mr  Gilbert  Gardein. 


Angi  •  and  Mi  i 


Mr  ( reorge  Glaidftanes. 
Mr  James  1  )owglas. 

Mr   Patrick  Lindl'av. 

Mr  James  Melvill. 
Mr  Andro  Leich. 
Mr  Robert  Ramfkj . 
Johne  Durie. 
Mr  Johne  Rig 


Johne  Pullertoun. 
William  ( Ihryftefone. 
.lames  Anderloim. 
Mr  James  Nicolfone. 
Mr  C  reorge  I  Ia\ . 
Mr  .Johne  Hepburne, 
Mr  Thomas  Ray. 


1  ll'NKI  1. 1). 


Mr  William   Ldineftoun. 
Mr  William  (ilalle. 


( rraham. 


Stirling. 


The  Erie  of  Marre. 

The  Laird  of  Airtli. 
I'he  Laird  of  Kers. 

Touch. 


Gargunnoch. 


Miniitera. 

Mr-  Ilendrie  Livingftoun. 
Willi, im  ( louper. 
Richard  Wicht. 
James  Smith. 
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DuMBLANE. 


My  Lord  Drumound. 

The  Laird  of  Keir. 

The  Laird  of  Glennegies. 


Minifters. 
Mrs  William  Stirling-. 
Andro  goung. 
Johne  Davidfone. 
Alexander  Chilholme. 


Perth. 


Mrs  Archibald  Moncreiff. 
William  Rynd. 


Hendrie  Guthrie. 


Fyffe, 


Mrs  Andro  Melvill. 
James  Merlin. 
Patrick  Melvill. 
William  Cranftoun. 
William  Marche. 
Andro  Duncan. 
Thomas  Buchannan, 
James  Melvill. 
Nicoll  Dalgleifche. 
David  Fergufone. 
Johne  Fairfull. 
James  Stewart. 
Edmond  Myles. 

The  Earle  of  Mortoun. 
My  Lord  Lindiay. 


Lairds. 
Balwirie. 
Colluthie. 
Pitmillie. 
Cambo. 
Balfour. 
Lumdie,  Elder. 
Raith,  Elder  [and]  gonger. 
Kynneir. 
Abbotfhall. 
Halhill. 

Weymis,  gonger. 
Cleifli. 

The  Abbot  of  Culros. 
The  Maifter  of  Sincklair. 
The  Goodman  of  Stravithie. 
Kinnadie. 

James  Elphinglloun, 
Johne  Logane. 


I 
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Lai  rin  w 


Lairdes. 
Merchefton. 
( !ollingtoun. 
( lorftorphine. 
Braid. 
1  )almaho\ 

The  ( roodman  of  Carbarrie. 
James  Richefoun  <>l"  Smeitoun. 
Thomas  Hamiltoun  of  Preiilfeild 
Jamea  Hamiltoun  of  liochhank. 


Minifters. 
Mrs  Robert  Bruce. 
James  Balfour. 
David  Lindfaj 
Robert  Pont 
Johne  1  )avidfone. 
Johne  ( Iraig. 
Johne  Brand 
Johne  Hall. 
Patrick  Simfon. 


11  ADDING  1  01  W. 


Mrs  James  ( larmichell. 
Thomas  M'gie. 
Thomas  ( iraie.. 


The  Laird-  <>|  ( 'lerkinjjtoun. 
Elphingftoun. 
( !a£hekejohne. 


Linlithgow, 


Mr  Hubert  Cornewal 
Mr  John  Spotil'wood. 


George  Dundas  oi  thai  Ilk. 
Nicoll  Come w.ill  of  Iiallinhar.J. 


William  Sanderfoun. 
Mr  James  §oung. 


1  >0NBAR. 


James  1  )owglaa,   appeirand  of 

Spot. 
Archibald  Dowglaa. 


Dalkeith. 


My  Lord  oi  Nfewbattle. 

The  Laird  of  Ormeftoun. 
Robert  Porteous. 

Adame  Johnuoun. 


Mrs  Johne  Bennett 
James  Bennett 
Johnr  I  [erreis. 
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Mers,  Teviotdaill,  Tweddaill. 


Mr  Thomas  Storie. 
Mr  Johne  Hoome. 
Robert  Hiflop. 
Mr  Patrick  Gaitis. 
Duncane  Walker. 


Johne  Smith. 
Alexander  Lawder. 
Mr  Adam  Dowglas. 
Mr  Williame  Achmowtie. 


Cliddisdaill,  Ranfrow,  Lennox. 


Andro  Hay. 

Thomas  Jack. 

Mrs  David  Weymis. 

Johne  Hamiltoun. 

Robert  Darroch. 


Mrs  Robert  Lindfay. 
Johne  Loverance. 
Walter  Stewart. 
Archibald  Spittell. 


Kyle,  Carreck,  Cunighame. 


Mrs  John  Porterfeild. 
Johne  Mckorne. 
Peeter  Prymrofe. 


Mrs  John  Inglis. 

Johne  Cunighame. 
Alexander  Writtoun. 


Galloway. 

Alexander  Stewart  of  Garlies. 
James  Lidderdaile  of  the  He. 
Sir  John  Gordoun  of  Lochinvar. 
Johne  Neilfoun  of  Craigcaffie. 


Mr  James  Hamiltoun. 
Mr  David  Blyth. 
Mr  Niniane  Mcklennochane. 
Mr  James  Adamfone. 


Nethisdaill. 


Mr  James  Bryfoun. 
Mr  Hew  Fullertoun. 
Robert  Lord  Sanchar. 


The  Laird  of  Drumlangrig. 
The  Laird  of  Clofburne. 
James  Creichtoun  of  Carkeith. 
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Strivblimo. 
Arthur  Bruce.  David  Fofter. 

Leith. 
William  Menteitb.  John  Kyle. 

Wigtoi  v. 

Sir  Alexander  Stewart.  Mr  James  Adamfone. 

Johne  Ilannay. 

Edenburgh. 
William  Litle.  Edward  Galbratb. 


Acta  Edinburgi  1-  Augufti  15 

S  Bio  l  ■ 

ExhortatiouD  made   be    Mr  .lame-  Melvill,    M< 
[emblie,  the  Kirk  proceidif  to  the  elect  hum  "I   a   new    Modi  ratour  ,    and 
appointing  <>n  the  leits,   Mrs  Peeter  Blackburne,  Patrick  Galloway,  Johne 
Davidfone,    David  Fergufone,    Nicoll  Dalgleifch,    the  Paid  Mr  Patrick  was 
chollo  be  pluralitie  of  votis  hat  vice. 

Who  defyrit  certaine  of  the  grave  and   learned   brethren   t<  rivin 

Affeffours  to  him,  he  whole  advyce  he  ma]  propone  inch  things  as  wen 
meiteil  to  be  treatit  at  this  time,  via.  Mr-  Robert  Bruce,  Andro  Melvill, 
Robert  Pont,  David  Limlfav,  David  Fergufone,  Peeter  Blackburne,  Neill 
Campbell,   William  Rynd,  Johne  Duncanfone,   James   Melvill,  eider  ami 


. 
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gounger,  James  Carmichaell,  Johne  Davidfone,  Nicoll  Dalgleilh,  James 
Hamiltoun,  Andro  Hay,  Robert  Pollock,  Peeter  Prymrofe,  Johne  Innes, 
James  Nicolfone,  William  Glafs,  quho  were  appointit  to  conveine  with  him 
at  ten  hours  the  morne,  and  two  afternoone  in  the  Gallerie,  and  on  vther 
dayes,  quhen  ther  is  no  fermoun,  at  aucht  houres,  and  two  afternoone. 


A6la.     Seflio  2a-    Eodem  die. 

Commiflioners  of  all  countreyes  were  inquyrit  quhat  they  had  done  con- 
cerning the  executioun  of  the  laft  a6l  made  againft  Papifts,  Jefuites,  Semi- 
narie  Preills,  excommunicats,  and  thair  intertainers,  mercatts  and  vthers 
profanatiouns  of  the  Sabboth  day,  non  relidents,  and  the  reft  of  the  heids 
committit  to  the  Prefbytries  and  Commiflioners. 


Seflio  3a-     5  Augufti. 

Mr  Johne  Innes  was  accufit  for  admitting  Robert  Dumbar  to  the  Mi- 
niltrie  without  the  advyce  of  the  Prelbytrie  of  Forres  ;  quho  anfuerit,  Ther 
was  no  Prelbytrie  ther  the  tyme  of  his  tryall,  but  it  was  erected 
befor  his  admiflioun,  and  he  did  it  be  the  advyce  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  El- 
gine,  quherin  he  confefles  he  did  rafchlie.  The  Kirk  ordaines  the  laid 
Robert  to  be  tryit  de  novo,  and  to  be  heard  be  the  brether  of  Edenburgh, 
[and]  the  Prelbytrie  therof,  fo  many  as  falbe  prefent,  with  fo  many  as  are 
heir  of  the  Prelbytrie  of  Forres  ;  and  therafter,  as  the  brethren  beis  l'atif- 
fied,  and  the  Aflemblie  informit,  farther  to  be  proceidit  agains  the  laid 
Mr  Johne. 


Seflio  4a-     Eodem  die. 

It  being  bruitit  that  the  Erie  of  Montrois  intertainit  Fintray,  excom- 
municat,  The  Affemblie  ordainit  the  Prelbytrie  quher  it  fould  happin  him 
to  remaine,  to  charge  him  befor  them,  to  try  the  bruit,  and  to  admonifch, 
conforme  to  the  act  of  the  Kirk  ;  and  in  cace  of  diflbbedience,  to  proceid 
according  to  the  mynd  therof. 
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■  :lio  J»- 

My  Lord  \.ngus  his  excommunicati  >uu  reduceit  be  reafoun  of  informali- 
and  becaufe  ther  is  fufficient  caufe  ofi'ucb  ceni  inis  mi  Lord  in 

the  (aid  (entence,   if   the  procelTe  had   bein  formal  lie  led,   therfor  the  Kirk 
bes  iniiantlie  defyrit  his  Lordlhip  to  remove  the  caufe;    and  to  t! 
mofl  diligentlie  care  thai  the  Sabboth   be  no!  violatit    l>.'  faires  or  mer 
within  his  awin  bounds  ;    that  ni>  labouri  vfit  within  the 

famein,  and  that  his  vafialls  compells  not  his  tennents  to  vie  carriage  on 
the  Sabboth  ;  and  lykewayes  to  travell  with  them,  that  thej  ome  dai 

of  the  weik  to  thair  tennents,  a.->  to  (heare  and  lead  thair  comes,  that  they 
be  not  abftractit  from  the  kirk  on  the  Sabboth  :  Whofe  anfuer  um~,  Thai 
with  all  the  diligent  e  he  i  ould,  he  fould  travel!  to  that  effect  ;  and,  at  the 
ryling  of  the  Lords,   fould    ryde   home  himfelfe   to    1)<  and  hold  a 

court,  and  make  laws  and  penalties  for  retraining  of  violatioun  of  the 
Sabboth. 

My  Lord  S  imerwaill  being  prefent,  alledgit  the  priv<  '  ;'  bis  in! 

ment  for  balding  the  mercatt  of  Carnwath  on  the  Sabboth  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  he  condifcendit   that  no  mercal  nor  faire  fould   be   keiped  ther  on  the 

ith  :    and  in  cace  of  his  failjie,  the  Prelbytrie  ther  was  command 
pro  inll  him  according  to  the  act  of  the  Kirk. 

Anent  the  lament  made  I  inifold  k  I   viola* 

tioun  and  profanatioun  of  the  Lor  ofraylncs,  fait  pani 

(hearing  and  leading  n  es,    carieing  i  I   victual!  and  furnifliing  to  and 

from  burowftounes :     The  Aflemblie,  as  ol'  befor,  declares  the  fami   I 
vnlaufull,  aganis   the  Law  of  God   and  acts  of  Parliament,   and  ordaines 
the  violatoui  if  to  bo  punilhed  accordii  the  ordinance  i 

befor  ;    difcharging  [the]   burrowftoun<      I  »r   receiving  of  the  loads  and 
cariages   brocht   vnto  them    on   the    Sabboth   day.      Ordaines  the    Pref- 
bytries  t  >  travell  with  the  gentlemen  within  thair  hound-, 
weik  day  vnto  thair  i<  to  that  i  to  lead  and   (hear   their  oun 

corn-.  1 

And  farther,  for  better  obfervatioun  of  the  Sabboth,  ordaines  the  hail! 
paftours  that  are  prefent  to  give  in  a  roll  of  the  nana-  of  the  perfons  quhilk 
may  beft  ftop  the  [holding  of ]  mercatts  within  thair  hound-,   [upon  the 

5  E 
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Lords  day  ;]  to  the  effect;  his  Majeftie  may  be  requeifiit  to  interpone  his 
authoritie,  to  command  the  famein  to  them,  or  vtherwayes  to  call  th^m  in 
cace  of  refufeall. 


Seffio  6a-     Eodem  die. 

Mr  Thomas  Dowglas  was  accufit  for  manage  of  my  Lord  Errol  and  his 
fpous  without  his  awin  parochin,  being  ane  of  his  parochiners. 

Sir  James  Williamfone,  Johne  Logane,  fometyme  Monk  of  Newabbay, 
excommunicat  for  profaning  of  the  facraments. 


Seffio  7a> 
Simfone  tranfportit  from  Cramond  to  Stirling. 

Seffio  8a- 

Ane  fupplicatioun  was  prefentit  be  the  parochiners  of  Endercharitie, 
craveand  a  Pafiour  quho  will  not,  in  thair  prejudice,  tranfact  with  the  pa- 
tron of  thair  kirk,  my  Lord  of  Craufurd,  and  fell  thair  teinds  ovir  thair 
heids  ;  and  that  no  perfon  be  admittit  to  the  faid  benefice  bot  iuch  as  fall 
interdyte  themfelfe  either  to  the  Provinciall  Affemblie  of  Angus  and 
Mernes,  or  then  to  the  Prefbytrie  quhilk  fall  happin  to  try  him  :  and  they 
defyre  ane  commiffioun  to  be  givin  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dundie  to  that 
effect,  in  refpect  non  patet  tutus  accefTus  to  the  Prefbytrie  of  Brechin,  and 
[the  paroche]  is  neirer  to  Dundie. 

The  Affemblie,  after  advyfement  heirof,  ordaines  the  brethren  of  the 
Prefbytrie  of  Brechin,  or  fuch  as  they  fall  direct  of  thair  number,  inftruclit 
with  thair  commilhoun,  together  with  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dundie,  to  con- 
curre  together  within  the  Towne  of  Dundie  to  the  tryall  of  the  perfon 
quhilk  fall  happin  to  be  prefentit  be  the  faid  Lord  ;  and  befor  they  give 
him  any  admifiioun,  that  he  be  fworne  and  interdytit  that  he  fall  on  na 
wayes  fett  taks  or  make  rights  of  the  faids  complainers  teinds  to  no  maner 
of  perfon,  without  the  fpeciall  confent  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  had  ther- 
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din  i  to  the  acts  of  the  fame  ;  and  h  ive  his  fpeciall  con- 

i *i» n t  •  [aid  int.  irdictioun  falbe  publifchit,   vtherwayee  not   to  admitt 

him  in  any  w\\ 

[npn  >f  the    Kings   Majeftie,   the   Moderatour  proponit    to  his 

fpeciall  articles,  quhilk  the  Kirk  he    prefentlie  to  i  I  his 

[Hienee]  hand,  viz.  the  ratificatioun  of  the  liberties  of  the  Kirk;  the  | 
ing  of  the  land  of  Jefuits,  Papifts,  Seminarie  Priefta,  abufen  of  thi  N 
ments ;  and  laft,  provifioun  of  every  kirk  of  a  fufficient  Pallour,  and  a  fuf- 
ficient living :  To  the  quhilks  his  Majeftie  anfuered,  That  in  all  Parlia- 
ments, firli,  the  liberties  of  the  Kirk  an-  ratified.  His  will  tin;,  kmm 
concerning  Papifts  and  Jefuites,  and  how  earneft  he  i>  to  purge  the  land 
ill  fuch.  A-  to  the  provifioun  [of  Kirk-,]  lie  hes  but  his  part  :  man) 
!  therin  ;  defyring  that  they  would  caufe  Mrs  Robert  Br 

id  Lindfay,  Robert  Pont,  and  the  Moderatours  felfe,  to  awaite  vpon 
the  Counfell  lor  anfuering  therof,  and  conferring  with  the  Counfell  ther- 
anent  ;    quhoro  the  Aflemblie  nominal  to  that  effe< 

[The    King  willed  the  Minifters  to  purge  themfelves,   and  to  he   impar- 
tiall  in  their   onn    caufe.      It  was    his    duety,    laid    h(  ell  to  fee    them 

reformed,    as  it  was  theirs  to  urge  him  and  the    Nobility  to  reforme  them- 
felves.    In  no  point  was  he  1,,  earneft  in  as  in  this.     In  end,  his  Majefty 
praifeth  God  that  lie  was  born  in  fuch  a  time,  as  in  the  time  of  the  li'_rht  of 
I  rofpell,    to  fuch  a  place  :  -   to  be  King,    in    fuch    a    Kirk,    the 

Kirk  in  the  world.     The  Kirk   of  Geneva,   laid  he,   keepeth   I  and 

Yuiie.     What  have  they  for  them.     They  have  no  inftitution.     As  for 

ir  Kirk  in  England,  it  i-  ane  evill  laid  mefle  in  Enerlifh,  wanting 
nothingbut  the  liftings.  [  charge  you  my  good  people,  Minifters,  Doctors, 
Eld  bles,  Gentlemen,  and  Barrons,  to  ftand  to  your  purity,  an 

exhort  the  people  to  do  the  lame  ;    and  1  forfooth,  fo  lo  mv 

and  croun,  lliall  maintain  the  lam  I  againft  all  deadly  a 
The  AiTembly  fo  rejoyced,   that  there  was  nothing   hut   loud  praifing  of 
for  the  King,    for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.   ; 
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Humble  petitions  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  cravit  at  his  Majefty  and 
honourable  Counfell. 

Firft,  In  refpe6l  that  many  things  lies  bein  promifed  befor,  and  no  exe- 
cutioun  following  thervpon,  that  now  performance  may  be  therof,  and  the 
fpecial  declaration  of  the  meane  and  performance  therof. 

Item,  A  ratificatioun  is  craveit  of  all  lawis  that  hes  bein  made  for  the 
weill  of  the  true  Kirk,  togither  with  ane  new  acl:  of  Parliament  fpecially 
eftablifhing  the  Kirks  jurifdictioun,  thair  Generall  and  Synodall  AGTem- 
blies,  Preibytries,  and  Difcipline ;  and  all  acts  made  contrair  to  the  liber- 
tie  and  jurifdictioun  of  the  faid  Kirk,  preceiding  the  dait  heirof,  may  be 
abolifhit :  and  quhill  ane  Parliament  may  be  had,  the  faid  acts  to  be  con- 
cludit  in  Counfell  andConventioun  of  Ellates,  if  any  fall  happin  in  the  meane 
tyme  to  be  haldin. 

The  purging  of  the  Kirk  and  countrey  of  all  Jefuits,  and  Papifts,  Semi- 
narie  Priefts,  and  excommunicats. 

Ane  law  for  reprefling  of  the  abufers  of  the  holy  Sacraments. 

Ane  law  and  meane  quherby  Miniflers  maybe  poireil  in  thair  gleibs  and 
manfes,  and  peaceablie  enioy  them,  and  the  contraveiners  may  be  reprell 
and  puniflied. 

Ane  ordour  for  thame  that  were  at  the  Brig  of  Die. 

Ane  law  and  ordinance  for  breaking  of  the  Sabboth. 

Ane  law  and  ordinance  agains  them  that  troubles  or  hurts  Miniflers 
gangand  to  thair  kirks  and  executing  thair  offices. 

Ane  flrait  law  for  reprefling  of  the  great  bloodflied  and  murther  in  the 
countrey  and  all  the  quarters  therof,  that  the  land  may  be  purgit  of  the 
famein. 

That  all  kirks  within  the  countrey  be  fufficientlie  plantit  with  Miniilers, 
Teachers,  and  vther  necelTar  Office  Bearers,  and  fufficient  ftipends  ap- 
pointit  to  them  for  ferving  of  thair  cures,  out  of  the  bell  and  readieft  of 
the  teynds  and  vther  rents  mortified  to  the  vfe  of  the  Kirk ;  and  the  haill 
reft  to  be  imployit  vpon  Col  ledges,  vpbringing  of  the  gouth,  fuftentatioun  of 
the  poore,  the  fabrick  of  the  Kirk,  and  vther  commoun  affaires  therof. 
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Seffio  9>  8  Augufti. 

My  Lord  Angus  gave  in  ane  fupplicatioun,   defyreand   command  to  I"- 
givin  to  the  Prefbvtrie  of  Lanerick  \  pun  bis  prefentatioun  t<>  the  Perfonage 
of  Carmichell,   quherof  he  is  patrone,   to  give  admifBoun.     The  Kirl 
daines  the  Prefbytriea  of  Glalgow  and  Lanerick   to  concurre   togethi 
decyding  and  taking  ord  >ur  finally  therin. 


I        in  die. 

Forfameikle  as  it  i-^  certaine  that  the  Word  <>f  God  cannot  be  K « -i j j i t  in 
the  aw'm  Gnceritie  without  the  holy  difcipline  l>c  had   in  obfervatioun  :    It 
is  therfor,  be  commoun  confent  of  the  haill  brether  and  Commiifionere 
lent,  concludit,  That  quh<  foever  bes  borne  office  in  the  Miniftrie  <>f  the 
Kirk  within  this  real  me,  or  that  prefentlie  1»  sarea   or   heirafter  fall 
[office  therin,]  falbe  chargil  be  every  particular  Prefbytrie  quher  thai, 
fidence  is  to  fubfcrive  the  licit!--  of  Difcipline  of  the  Kirk  of  this  realme,  at 
tenth  fett   downe  and   allowit  be   the  act    of  the   haill  Aflemblie  in  the 
Booke  of  Policie,  quhilk  i-   regiflrat   in   the    Regifter   of  the    Kirl;;    and 
namely  the  contraverted  heids  be  the  enemies  of  the  Difcipline  of  the 
formed  Kirk  of  this  realme;  betuixtand  the  nixt  Synodal!  Aflembly  of  the 
Provinces,  vnder  the  paine  of  excommunicatioun  t>>  ho  execute  -  the 

noii  fubferyvers;  and  the  Prefbj trie-  quhilk  falbe  fund  remifsor  u 
heirin,  to  receive  publick  rebuik  of  the  haill  Aflemblie  :  and  to  the  effeel 
the  laid  difcipline  may  be  knowin,  as  it  aught  to  be,  be  the  haill  bi 
is  ordainit,  Thai  the  Moderatour  of  ilk    Prefbyterie  fall  n  from  the 

rk  of  the  Aflemblie  a  copie  of  the  (aid  Booke,   vnder   bis  fubferiptioun, 
vpon  the  expenffis  of  the  Prefbyterie,  betuixt  and  the  firfl  day  of  Sept 
ber  nixt  t<>  come,  vnder  the  paine  to  I"'  oppinli  !  accufit  in  I  of  the 

haill  Aflemblie. 

is  tboght  meitt  and  concludit  be  the  Aflemblie,  Quher  the  Pr< 
arc  weill  conftitute,   that  the  ordour  of  Commiffioners  ol   Countreyes  (all 
ceafe  ;  and  ane   aft  to  be  advifit    heirvpon   .     inis  the  nixt  meittio 
;  quheras  every  Prefbytrie    fall  have  ready  the  nai 
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they  think  meitt  for  thair  Prefbytries,  to  expede  the   plat  for  thair  kirks, 
admitt  perfons  prefentit  to  benefices,  and  deligne  manfes. 

Anent  the  prejudice  done  to  the  Kirk  be  beneficed  men,  quhilk  ftands 
in  two  forts,  viz.  tbefe  within  the  Miniflrie,  and  of  vthers  beirand  no  func- 
tioun  therin  :  The  Kirk  ordanes  the  acts  of  the  Affemblie  to  be  coniidderit 
and  iichtit  againe  on  monday  nixt,  that  it  may  be  fein  if  ther  be  any  act 
concludit  aganis  thefe  perfons  that  are  not  of  the  functioun  of  the  Mi- 
niftrie. 


Seffio  11*-   10  Augufti. 

[The  excommunicatioun  of  William  Earle  of  Angus,  for  the  informality 
therof,  was  reduced,  and]  Johne  Liverance,  for  his  rafch  excommunication 
of  the  Erie  of  Angus,  was  ordainit  to  confeife  his  offence  to  God  and  to 
the  laid  Nobleman,  in  prefence  of  the  congregatioun  on  a  Sabbotli  day,  at 
the  kirk  quher  the  faid  fentence  was  pronouncit ;  and  the  fentence  reduce- 
ing  the  faid  proceffe  to  be  publicklie  intimate  be  a  brother  in  audience  of 
the  congregatioun.  [Yet  becaufe  there  was  juft  caufe  of  offence  in  the 
laid  Lord,  the  AfTembly  defired  him  to  have  a  care  that  the  Sabbath  day 
be  not  violated  within  his  bounds,  be  faires  or  mercats,  labouring  or  cariage, 
and  that  his  vaffells  compell  not  their  tennands  to  cary  loads  on  the  Lords 
day  ;  and  that  they  grant  to  their  tennands  fome  week  day  to  fliear  and 
lead  their  corns.  The  Earle  promifed,  at  the  riling  of  Seifion,  to  hold  a 
court  in  Douglaffe.  C] 


SeHio  12a-   Eodem  die. 

Robert  Dumbar  his  admillioun  to  the  Miniftrie  without  the  advyce  of 
the  Prefbytrie  of  Forres,  was  found  null,  and  refcindit  be  the  haill  Affem- 
blie. 

Anent  the  examinatioun  befor  the  communioun  :  It  is  thoght  meitt  for 
the  commoun  profite  of  the  haill  peiple,  that  ane  vniforme  ordour  be  keipit 
in  examinatioun,  and  that  ane  fhort  Forme  of  Examinatioun  be  fett  downe 
be  their  breither,  Mrs  Johne  Craig,  Robert  Pont,  Thomas  Buchannan, 
Andro  Melvill,  to  be  prefentit  to  the  nixt  Affemblie. 
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Forfameikle  us  it    beand  with  commoun  content  of  the  bail]  brether  of 
the  AflemHie,  refolvit,  That  quher  the  Prefbytriee  are  weill  andordou 
[conftitute,]  the  jearlie  electioun  and  aominatioun  of  dommifliom 
Countreyes,  hitherto  cuftomablie  obfervit  in  the  Aflemblie,  is  not  neceflar 
nor  expedient,  the  famein  Prelbytries  having  eftablifchit  in  thair  awin  !• 
a  fufficient  power  to  fend  out  |  of]  thair  awin  number  i  nil  met  it  with  thair 
commiflioun  pro  re  nata,  to  take  ordour  with  fuch  things  aa  falls  oul    in 
thair  bounds  :  Therfor  it   is  thoght  meitt  and  univerfallie  concludit,    li 
the  laid  jeirlie  electioun  of  Commiflionera  o  quher  Prefby- 

tries  are  weill  ami  fufficiently  conftitute,  fall  ceafe  in   tymes  comein 
quherofbefor  the  faids  Commi {Doners  buire  the  chai  nroll  the  Mini- 

and  their  ftipends  at  the  plat,  receive  prefentatiouns,  and  give  colla- 
thervpon,  deligne  manfes  and  gleibs;  that  the   faids  weill   conftitute 
Prefbytries  [all  geirlie,  ilk  ane  of  them,  ay  and  quhill  t 
crav  :  Mint  of  thair  awin  number  ane  brother,  in  name 

of  the  haill  Prelbytrie,  for  inrolling  and  expeditioun  of  thair  ftipend  at   the 
plat  ;  authorizit  and  inftru  them,  with  com  million   fubicrivit   b 

Moderatour  and  Clark  of  the  Prelbytrie  to  bo  fliawin  arid  producit  t  >  the 

i  v-  ;  and  the  famein  Commiffioner  to  defigne  manfes  and  gleil 
the  bounds  of  the  laid  Prelbytrie;  [and]  in  all  things  concerning  tin' 
cution  of  his  commiflioun,  to  he  comptabill  and  fubiect  to  the  cenfurc 

menl    of  the   Prelbytrie,  quhom  fra  he   receivit  the  lame;  and   that 
all  prefentatiouns,  in  tyme  comeing,  I  e  direct  to  the  Prefbytriea  quher 
lyis:    Alwayis  in  admillionn  or  deprivatioun  of  Minifters  in  Bu 
ane,  Ahordcin,  Garioch,  and  Marre,   that  Aberdein  and   Bucban   pro 
with  niutuall  advyfe   in  admiflioun  and  deprivatioun   of  Minifter 
like.'  lar  and  Garioch,   with  mutual!  advyce  oi'  vthers;  in  ca 

variance  the  matter  to  be  committit  to  the  Aflemblie. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  givin  in  he  dame-  Herri n  ring   the  Kirk. 

all  in  William  Blair,  and  to  travel]  with  him  to  give  bis  confent  to 
mari  i  is  Blair  his  daughter,   and  if  he  had  no  caufe  of  refui    i    . 

Hand  to  the  Minifter  of  the  paroch  to  proclaim  their  b:  nds 
the  mat        .   notwithftanding  quhatfumever  ordinance  m 
them  of  befoir  :     The  Aflemblie  having  heard  both  the  (aid* 

that  the  laid   Jan.    -    hes  no!    ;•:   (atiffied    thair   ordinance,    and    therfor 

daiu  to  delyver  peaceablie  in  the  bands  of  the  Ma  Pertii, 

i  to  be  delyverit  to  her  father,   vpon  cautioun 
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to  be  tane  be  the  Magiilrats  forfaids  for  her  fecuritie  ;  or  failgeing  of  the 
faid  fecuritie,  to  be  delyverit  be  the  faids  Magiftrates  to  her  goodfather, 
betuixt  and  the  firft  day  of  September  nixt  to  come,  vnder  the  paine  of  ex- 
communication, to  be  execute  againft  him  be  the  Prefbytrie  of  Dundie,  be 
the  advertifement  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Perth,  befor  quhom,  after  her  dely- 
verance,  the  faid  father  fall  propone  his  reafons  of  refufeall,  to  be  judgit  be 
them  :  and  in  the  meanetyme  difcharges  all  Minifters  of  proclamatioun  of 
the  faids  bands,  or  compleiting  of  the  faid  mariage,  quhill  the  faid  caufe  be 
tryit,  and  delyverance  made,  as  laid  is. 


Seffio  14a-     Eodem  die. 

Forfameikle  as  it  is  confidderit  that  the  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk  lies  bein 
waftit  with  lick  as  are  clad  with  benefices,  quhilk  is  the  occalioun  of  lake 
of  provilioun  to  the  Miniftrie  :  Therfor  all  Prefbytries  are  commandit  to 
try  the  beneficit  men  within  thair  bounds,  and  to  examine  in  quhat  eftate 
and  conditioun  they  receivit  thair  benefice,  and  in  quhat  conditioun  they 
are  prefentlie  ;  and  els  quhat  they  were  that  fett  taks  and  titles  of  thair 
benefice,  or  of  any  part  therof,  but  confent  of  the  Generall  AfTemblie  ; 
and  to  report  to  thair  Synodall  Affemblies  quhat  they  have  found  ;  and  als 
the  faid  Synodalls  to  try  quher  any  thing  is  negle6tit  be  them,  and  to  re- 
port to  the  Generall  Alfemblie. 

Becaufe  great  flander  lyis  vpon  the  Kirk  throw  manifold  murthers,  no- 
torious adulteries  and  incells,  and  the  parties  being  [brought]  vnder  pro- 
ces,  oft  tymes  eludis  the  Kirk,  and  fchifts  from  place  to  place,  quhairthrow 
the  proces  cannot  weill  be  brocht  to  ane  finall  fentence  ;  during  all  the 
quhilk  tyme  the  flanders  continues  and  increafes :  Queritur,  Whither 
fuch  perfons  falling  into  fuch  odious  and  horrible  ciymes  may  fummarlie, 
vpon  the  notoritie  of  the  cryme,  be  excommunicat  or  not.  It  is  anfuerit 
to  the  faid  queftioun  affirmative. 


Seffio  15*-     12  Augufli. 

According  to  the  dire6tioun  of  the  Kirk  for  reftraining  of  the  mercatts, 
and  profanatioun   of  the   Sabboth  day,    within  Edinburgh,   be  ganging  of 
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thair  mills  receiving  of  loadee  within  thair  portea,  felling  of  Hour.'  and 
fructuagea,  and  fuch  other  violation  of  the  laid  day  :  The  Bailees  of  the 
laid  brugh  baying  directioun  from  the  Counfell,  declarit  that  the  mynd  of 
the  Counfell  is,  notwithftanding  of  quhatfumevir  difficulties,  to  doe  quhat 
may  ly  in  thair  power  for  removeing  therof,  that  all  the  refl  of  the  bur 
fall  take  no  Qander  by  them. 


Sefllo  It'1-     Eodem  die. 

Ordainea  the  brether  of  the  Prefbytrie  of  Edinburgh  to  pervfe  the  an- 
fuer  fett  out  be  Mr  Craig,  againft  a  pernicious  wryting  pul  out  againft  the 
Confeflioun  of  Faith,  together  with  the  preface  made  !"■  Mr  Johne  David- 
lone  ;     ami    if   they  find  meitt  the  famrin    hi-  publifched,    that    they  DUN    I 
committit  to  print. 


Seffio  17a-     13  Augufli. 

Forfameikle  as  the  danLrt'ron>  infurre&ioun  made  at  tin-  JJrij"  of  Die 
being  confidderit  to  have  notorioullie  importit  fpeciall  prejudice  to  the  true 
religioun,  publicklie  profeft  and  eftablifchit  he  the  mercie  of  God  within 
this  realme,  nottheles  the  fpeciall  authors  and  interpryfers  of  the  fam< 
maining  vnder  the  faid  Qander,  hea  never  meanit  to  purge  themfelves  ther- 
of, hi-  confeflioun  of  thair  offence,  and  fatiffieing  of  the  Kirk  of  God  ther- 
for :  The  General]  Affemblie  prefentlie  conveinit,  tor  this  caufe,  has 
oivin  thair  full  power  [and  commillionn  ]  to  the  brether  of  the  Prefbytrie 
of  Edenburgh,  with  the  concurrence  of  ane  of  the  Kiogs  Majefties  Minis- 
ters, viz.  Mrs  Robert  Hepburne,  William  Sanderlbun,  James  Carmichaell, 
Thomas  Mcgie,  George  Ramfay,  Adame  Johnftoun,  James  Law,  John 
Spottifwood,  to  fummound  befor  them  in  Edinburgh,  tin-  Erles,  Lord-, 
Barrones,  Friehalders,  quhilk  were  at  the  [faid]  infurre&ioun,  and  (peciall 
traffiquereand  counfellers  to  the  faid  Noblemen,  and  to  charge  them  to  ac- 
knowledge and  confeflTe  thair  offence  a<jani>  the  true  Kirk  of  God  and  hia 
religioun,  and  make  (atiffactioun  for  the  Qander  committit  be  them  ther- 
throw,  vnderthe  paine  of  ezcommunicatioun,  ami  that  betuixt  and  the  tirli 
dav  of  February  nixt  to  come  :     Referring  to  thair  difcretioun  the  parti- 

5  i 
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cular  dyatts  and  ordour  [of  proces]  to  be  keipit  therin  ;  provydeing  al- 
wayes  the  laid  commiffioun  be  execute  betuixt  and  the  laid  day  :  Re- 
quyreing  thair  brother,  Mr  Johne  Craig,  to  remember  this  matter  to  the 
faids  Commiffioners,  as  he  wold  efchew  the  blame  of  the  brether  in  cace  of 
negligence. 

Anent  the  provifioun  of  the  Generall  Vifitours  direct  to  the  north  and 
louth  parts,  as  als  Commiffioners  to  be  nominat  be  thair  Prelbytries  :  The 
brether  nominat  to  the  plat  be  the  Kings  Majeflie,  are  ordainit  to  travell 
with  the  Modifiers,  that  the  Commifiioners  of  the  Kirk  may  be  provydit, 
and  adignatiouns  givin  for  that  effect. 


L 
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A.  1).  M.D.XC1 


The  Generall  Aflemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  conveinit  at  Edin- 
burgh,  in  the  New  Kirk  therof,  the  2  day  of  Julij  in  the   yeai 
God  1591. 


chortatioun  being  made  be  Mr  Patrick  Galloway,  tail  Moderatour, 
the  Kick  proceidit  to  the  electioun  of  a  Moderatour  I'<t  this  tyme  j  and 
putting  on  leits  Mr  Nicoll  Dalgleifche,  Patrick  Sharp,  James  Balfour, 
Johne  Davidfone,  the  laid  Mr  Nicoll,  be  pluralitie  ol  \  itis,  was  chofin 
Moderatour. 


Seflio  -2'    Eodem  die. 

rfameikle  aa  the  alteratioun  of  the  place  of  the  Aflemblie  maj  m< 
fome  brether  to  eaft  a  doubt  of  the  authoritie  of  this  Aflemblie:  The 
Kirk  hes  rottit  that  ther  was  ane  reafonable  and  ^w-o^Ii t i ( >  caufe  of  the  al- 
teratioun therof,  and  that  nothing  is  done  in  prejudice  of  thair  acl  ;  the 
fpeciall  caufe  being  the  defyre  of  his  Majeftie,  quho,  for  fundrie  reafons, 
will  it  the  Aflemblie  to  be  keipit  heir  at  tin-  tyme,  quherof  it  any  brether 
wnld  l>e  (atiffiet  farther,  the  brether  on  the  conference  (all  refolve  them  ; 
and  that  this  is  ane  law  full  Aflemblie,  notwithflanding  o(  the  alteratioun 
f  irfaid. 
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Seffio  3a-    3  Julij. 

Ordaines  ane  article  to  be  givin  in  to  the  King-  and  Counfell  to  take  or- 
dour  with  the  eolourit  and  vagabound  Egyptians,  quhilk  defyles  the  coun- 
trey  with  all  maner  of  abominatioun. 

Anent  the  a6t  made  in  the  Affemblie  concerning  beggars  :  It  is  feimed 
expedient  that  the  famein  be  publifchit  in  every  paroch  be  the  Minifter 
therof,  and  put  to  executioun  be  the  Parlours  als  farre  as  concernes  them, 
[as  they  will  be  anfwerable  to  the  Kirk.] 


Seflio  4a- 

Anent  the  fubfcriptioun  of  the  Booke  of  Policie  injoynit  in  tlie  laft  Af- 
femblie :  In  reipedt  the  greater!  part  of  the  Prelbytries  as  get  lies  not  fa- 
tiffied  the  ordour  of  the  Kirk,  the  Affemblie  hes  ordainit  thair  former  acl;  to 
be  performit  and  execute  betuixt  and  thair  nixt  Affemblie  ;  and  the  Mo- 
deratour  of  everie  Prefbitrie  to  lie  to  the  executioun  therof,  vnder  the  paine 
of  xl  fhillings,  to  be  imployit  to  the  vie  of  the  poore,  befyde  the  publick 
rebuik  in  the  oppin  Affemblie. 

Anent  facriledge  vniverfallie  ringing  through  the  haill  realme  :  Seeing 
it  is  commonly  efteimit  no  fin,  and  is  vnknowin  to  many  for  the  molt  part, 
It  is  thoght  meitt  that  ibme  travell  be  takin  be  fome  godly  brether,  to  fett 
downe  and  draw  the  moniler  in  the  awin  colours,  and  therfor  delyres  thair 
brother,  Mr  Robert  Pont,   to  take  paines  on  that  fubiect. 

The  Kirk  prefent  hes  willit  thair  brether,  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  David 
Lindfay,  Peter  Blackburne,  Andro  Melvill,  Robert  Rollock,  Thomas  Bu- 
channan,  James  Carmichaell,  Johne  Davidfone,  and  Johne  Johnfloun,  or 
any  thrie  of  them,  to  pervfe  and  vifite  the  faid  Mr  Robert  his  Treatife,  and 
to  give  thair  judgement  to  him  therin,  to  the  effect  that  the  famein  being 
perfytit,  may  be  put  in  mundo,  and  prefentit  againe  to  the  full  Affemblie, 
that  they  may  give  thair  opinioun  therin. 
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Seffio  5a-  6  Julij. 

Forfameikle  as  the  ordour  obfervit  of  befor,  in  giving  power  to  i  ertaine 
brether  nominat  therto,  to  reid  ami  anfuer  to  the  bills  givin  in  to  thi 
Derail  Aflemblie,  appeirs  to  Lome  brether  to  be  inconvenienl  and  derogative 
to  the  Provincial]  Aflemblies,  fpecially  in  that  far  as  the  matters  qnhilks 
arc  thoghl  doubtfome  to  thame  and  referrit  to  the  lull  Aflemblie,  are  com« 
mittit  to  the  deciiioun  of  foure  or  fyve  brether  :  It  is  tbochl  then  f<  r  i  \- 
I > t • . I i i •  1 1 1 ,  in  tyme  comeing,  that  certaine  brether  be  choiin  and  namit  be  the 
Aflemblie,  quho  (all  have  power  only  to  take  in  the  fupplicatiouiis  and 

complaints  quhilk  arc  to  conic  before  the  full  number,  reid  them,  and  con- 

Gder  if  they  come  in  pertinently  before  the  General!  Aflemblie  ;  and  it'  the) 
be  impertinent,  to  give  thair  anfuer  cm  the  back  <d'  the  bills  ;  and  quher 
they  are  pertinent,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  haill  Aflemblie  t.<  be  anfuerit 
ther ;  with  thair  opinioun  in  word,  quhat  they  have  conlidderit  therof,  and 
quhat  they  think  meitl  to  be  anfuerit. 


Seffio  in-   8  Julij. 

Anent  the  queftion  proponit,    Whither  they  quho  ufurpes  the  name-  i  i 

Bifchops,  and  have  been  lometyme  in  the  Miniilrie,  and  now  neither  will 
I'erve  the  Kirk  themfelves  quherofthey  take  rp  the  fruites,  neither  pay  the 
flipends  of  them  that  ferues  as  they  arc  appointit  he  the  plat,  ther  being 
fufficienl  rent  to  doe  the  lame,  hot  fpends  the  lame  in  pro&ne  vie-,  aught 
to  be  cenfured  be  the  Kirk  ;  and  if  they  will  not  amend,  be  ew.unmuni 
It  is  anfuerit,  Such  perfons  aught  to  be  cenfured  b  •  the  Kirk  ;  and  if  they 
amend  not,  to  be  excommunicat. 


Scllio  1 l1   Kodem  die. 

I    impeiril  my  Lord  Provand,    Prefident,   with  my  Lord-  of  Culr<  - 
Barnbarroch,  and  in  name  of  the  hail]   Seflloun  declare,   that  they  vnder- 

lland  that  my  Lord  of  Hal-card^,  anc  of  thair  number,  wa>  "ellcrdav  cullit, 

at  the  inftance  ^(  Mr  Patrick  Simfone,  [Minifler  at  Sterling,]  for  calling 
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him  a  iuborner,  befor  them  :  Quhilk  matter  infidentlie  depends  befor 
them,  being  ane  civill  [caul'e,]  and  proper  vnto  thair  cognitioun,  and 
quhervnto  the  Kirk  is  not  judge  ;  defyring,  therfor,  that  the  Kirk  fould 
not  proceid  in  thair  judgement  thervpon  vntill  the  caufe  before  them  tooke 
ane  end,  quherin,  fo  diligentlie  as  was  poflible,  they  were  proceiding  j  and 
that  they  fould  doe  nothing  to  the  derogatioun  of  the  priveledge  of  the  Col- 
ledge  of  Juftice. 

After  they  were  removit  and  the  Kirk  advyfit  with  thair  petitioun  ;  being 
callit  in  againe,  the  Affemblie  anfuerit,  That  they  wold  doe  nothing  to  hurt 
nor  to  derogat  thair  priveledge,  nor  get  proceid  or  judge  in  any  civill  mat- 
ter ;  bot  in  this  caufe,  being  chiefly  occupied  in  purging  the  members  of 
thair  awin  bodie,  quhilk  is  ecclefiaflick,  they  might  judge  without  any  pre- 
judice to  the  civill  judgment ;  delyreand  the  Lords  as  they  wald  not  hin- 
der nor  wii'ch  the  hinderance  of  thair  judicatour,  fo  they  wald  not  think 
evill  that  the  Kirk  proceid  in  purging  of  thair  awin  body  and  middling 
ecclenaltically. 


Seffio  13a-  9  Julij. 

Anent  the  forfaid  matter  :  The  Affemblie,  after  grave  reafoning  had, 
if  it  was  expedient  to  proceid  in  this  caufe  before  the  Lords  of  Sefliounhad 
givin  thair  decilion,  thoght  meitt  that  my  Lord  Juftice  fould  be  demandit 
if  he  acknowledgit  the  judgement  and  jurifdiclioun  of  the  Kirk  [in  this 
caufe]  or  not.  Who  being  callit  and  inquyrit  as  laid  is,  anfuerit,  That  he 
acknowledgit  with  reverence  the  judgement  of  the  Affemblie  in  all  caufes 
appertaining  to  them  :  Bot  vnto  this  caufe  quhilk  is  civill,  quhervnto  the 
Lords  are  primario  Judices,  before  quhom  alio  it  prefentlie  depends,  they 
cannot  be  judges  primario. 

Eftir  the  quhilk  anfuer,  being  removit,  and  the  Kirk  farther  being  ad- 
vifit,  calling  his  Lordfhip  in  againe,  they  pronounced,  That  they  fand  them- 
i'elves  Judges  primario  in  this  caul'e,  and  inftantlie  to  proceid  therin  ;  re- 
quyring  him  quhat  farther  he  wald  propone  or  alledge  for  his  defence  in 
that  caufe  :  Quho  tooke  inftruments  of  thair  interlocuter,  protefting  for 
remeid  of  law  ;  quhilk  proteftation,  becaufe  it  was  made  verbo,  and  con- 
teinit  many  heids,  he  was  delyrit  to  give  in  to  the  Clerk  in  wryte. 


. 
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Seffio  l.v     12  Julij. 

Anent  the  act  of  the  Lords  of  the  Checker,  proeeiding  rpon  ane  1 1 1  j>|> i i - 
catiouo  made  be  the  brether  of  the  Miniftrie  to  them,  daitit  at  rialirude- 
hous  the  10  daj  of  Februar  1591,  declaring  thair  meaning  to  be,  that  all 
Minifters  that  hes  \  itial  any  benefices  of  cure,  in  bail]  nr  in  part,  be  pur- 
chafing  rnto  themfelvee,  thair  aires,  and  afilgnayee,  long  take  of  the  (ami 
within  tlu>  worth  of  the  (aids  benefices,  be  compellit  be  the  cenfures  of  the 
Kirk  to  reftore  them  againe  in  thair  awin  integritie,  t«»  the  Minifters  prefent- 
lie  ferving  the  cure  ;  and  to  that  effect  requj  res  the  ( renerall  and  Synodal! 
Affemblies,  Commiffioners,  and  Prefbytries  <>t'  the  bounds  quher  the  faids 
benefices  lyis,  to  take  tryall  of  fuch  perlbns,  and  to  proceid  againfi  them  as 
laid  is,  in  moft  llrait  forme,  according  as  inch  a  great  enormitie  in  Minifters 
craves,  ay  and  quhill  they  have  redintegrat  the  benefices  quhilk  bes  bein 
corrupted  and  ritiat  be  them  as  laid  is,  but  any  larder  proces  of  law  to  fol- 
low thervpon ;  as  the  laid  act.  fublcryvit  be  my  Lord  Chancellar,  N.w- 
hattle,  Sir  Robert  Melvill,  Parbroth,  Blantyr,  Carmiohell,  Linclowden, 
Colluthie,  and  Mr  Patrick  ^ong,  heirs:  The  General]  Affemblie  of  the 
Kirk  being  advyfit  therwith,  allowis  and  approvis  the  laid  acl  and  adryct 
of  the  faid  Checker,  and  ordaines  the  lame  to  be  put  in  executioun  in 
eyerie  Prelbytrie,  according  to  the  tenour  therof. 


Seffio  lGa-     Eodem  die. 

The  Alleinblie  ordl lines  vniverlailie,    that  the  act-  of  discipline  conleinit 

in  the  acU  of  the  General!  Alleinblie,  be  keipit  afweill  in  Angus  and 
Mernes  as  all  vther  parts. 


Seffio  17  ■■ 

Forfameikle  as  it  beand  deeplie  confidderil  be  the  Kirk,  that  man)  tbii 
bare  bein  done  be  them,  and  berthers  pretendand  the  title  and  name  of 
Kirk,  greatlie  prejudicial]  to  themfelyes,  thair  difcipline,  and  alfothej 
monie,  [and  living]  of  the  Kirk ;  and  that,  be  prireledge  of  good  lawia,  it  ia 
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grantit  and  leifum  to  them  to  remeid  themfelves  be  revocatioun  therof :  Ther- 
for  the  haill  Affemblie,  after  grave  and  mature  deliberatioun,  lies  revockit, 
and  be  thir  prefents  revockes,  all  and  quhatfumevir  things  done  be  them, 
or  vthers  cloathing  them  with  the  name  of  the  Kirk,  prejudiciall  to  them- 
felves, thair  difcipline,  thair  patrimonie,  and  living-,  as  being  enormlie  hurt 
therby  ;  and  protefts  according  to  the  difpofitioun  of  the  faid  law  folemnitly, 
as  they  may  be  hard  in  tyme  and  place,  to  feik  remedie  therof :  and  for 
more  fpeciall  expreifing  and  more  particular  declaratioun  therof,  lies  willit 
thair  brether,  Mrs  Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  Robert  Bruce,  and  An- 
dro  Melvill,  to  conceive  in  wryte  the  forme  therof ;  the  copie  quherof  ilk 
Preibitrie  is  ordainit  to  receive,  and  to  give  command  to  the  Pailours  with- 
in thair  bounds,  to  intimat  the  faid  revocation  made  in  this  Affemblie  from 
thair  pulpitts. 

Anent  the  forme  of  examinatioun  befor  the  Communioun,  pennit  be 
thair  brother  Mr  Craig  :  The  Affemblie  thoght  it  meitt  to  be  imprintit, 
beand  be  the  author  therof  contraclit  in  foine  fhorter  bounds. 


Humble  petitiouns  of  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk,   cravit  at 
his  Majellie  and  Counfell. 

It  is  craveit,  The  acts  of  Parliament  made  for  fuppreffing  of  the  enormi- 
ties following  may  be  put  to  executioun  :  Firft,  againlt  Jefuites,  fuch  as 
Mr  James  Gordoun,  and  the  receipters  of  them  ;  and  of  excommunicats, 
fuch  as  the  Laird  of  Fintrie  and  the  Mailer  of  Angus  ;  profainers  of  the 
Sacraments;  privat  men  and  wemen  givers  therof ;  idolaters,  pilgrimagers, 
papillical  Magiftrates  ;  fayers  and  heirers  of  the  mefs  ;  givers  of  the  Sacra- 
ments according  to  the  papifticall  forme,  and  receivers  of  the  famein  ;  com- 
mitters of  apoftafie  ;  publick  mercatts  vpon  the  Sabboth  day  ;  violent  in- 
vaders of  Minifters  be  ftrikeing  of  them  or  fhedding  of  thair  blood  ;  pro- 
faners  of  the  Sabboth  day  be  Robein  Hoodes  playis  ;  murderers  and  blood 
fhedders  quhilk  overflow  the  land. 

Item,  That  the  Minifters  plantit  may  be  fufficiently  provydit ;  and  alfo 
that  the  Minifters  may  be  provydit  to  fufficient  living  of  the  kirks  vnplantit. 

Item,  The  act  [of  Parliament]  of  Annexatioun  to  be  diffolvit  :  The  new 
eredliouns  and  patronages  be  difchargit :  The  act  of  diffolutioun  of  Pre- 
lacies and  benefices,  confifting  of  mair  kirks  nor  ane,  be  ratified  and  eftab- 
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tidied  :     The  a£t  of  Feberwar  |  Anno  1587»]  without  the  exceptioun  the 
aughl  of  Junij  eikit  to  it,   may  have  place:     Thai  final]  benefices  difponit 
to  Miniftera  may  be  frie  of  all  taxatiouns  :      That  manfes  and  gleiba  b< 
lignit  of  Kirklands,    Abbayis,    Freir  lands,   and  quhatfumevir  Kirklandis  : 
That  manfes  and  gleiba  have  thair  liberties  of  foggie,  fewall,  and  paftui 
That  comoun  kirks  be  difponit  to  Miniftera  ferving  the  cure  :    Thai  i 
kirk    be   provydil   of    ane  fufficienl  Paftour,    and  ane  competent    living 
allignif  t<>  him  for  hi>  fervice. 

The  General]  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  gives  full  commiuloun  and  ]<<<■ 
to  thair  lovil  bretber,  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  Roberl  Pont,  David  Lindfay, 
with  his  Majefties  Miniftera,  to  prefenl  ynto  lii-  Grace  and  Counfell  hum- 
ble petitiouns  and  articles  of  the  Kirk,  and  with  all  reverence  and  bumi- 
litv  crave  anfuer  therof,  conferre  and  reafon  it  neid  l>ri>  thervpon,  and 
report  anfuer  to  the  nixl  Affemblie. 

The  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  i-  appointit  at  Aberdein,  the  17 
dayofAuguft  1592,  [but]  in  cace  ane  Parliament  interveine;  in  the  quhilk 
race  the  brethren  being  advertifed  therof  be  the  Prelbytrie  of  Edinburgh, 
fall  hold  thair  Affemblie  quher  the  Parliament  lalbc  lor  the  tyme,  and  con- 
veine  two  dayes  befor  the  fame. 
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A.  D.  M.D.XCII. 


At  Edinburgh,  the  Generall  Affemblie  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland  con- 
veinit  upon  the  22  of  May  1592. 

Exhortatioun  beand  made  be  Mr  Nicoll  Dalgleifii,  the  Moderatour  of 
the  laft  Affemblie  :  The  Kirk  proceidit  to  the  electioun  of  a  Moderatour, 
and  appointit  on  the  leits,  Mrs  Robert  Bruce,  David  Lindfay,  James  Bal- 
four, and  James  Nicolfone.  The  faid  Mr  Robert,  be  pluralitie  of  votis, 
was  ele6lit  Moderatour  hac  vice. 


Seflio  2a-    23  Maij. 

Forfameikle  as  the  neceflitie  of  the  tyme  requyres  that  the  graveft  and 
weghtieft  heids  be  firft  handlit ;  it  was  proponit  to  the  haill  brether  to  con- 
fidder  and  decerne,  If  they  thoght  meitt  or  not,  the  Kirk  fould  make  fute 
for  the  Articles  following  : 

Firft,  That  the  a6ts  of  Parliament  made  in  the  geir  of  God  1584  aganis 
the  difcipline  of  the  Kirk,  libertie  and  authoritie  therof,  be  annullit ;  and 
the  famein  difcipline  quherof  the  Kirk  hes  bein  in  practife,  ratified. 
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Secondly,  The  abolitioun  of  the  Art  <>t'  Innexatioun,  and  reftitution  "l 
th(>  patrimonie  of  the  Kirk. 

Thirdlie,  Thai  Abbots,  Pryours,  and  yther  Prelate,  pretending  the  title 
of  the  Kills,  and  rotting  for  the  famein,  without  thair  power  and  commit- 
lioun,  be  not  fufferit  in  tyme  comeing  to  vote  for  the  famein,  either  in  Par- 
liament or  vther  Com  entioun. 

Lait,  That  the  countrey,  quhilk  ia  pollutil  with  fearefull  idolatrie  and 
blood,  be  [nii^it. 

Quhilk  haill  articles  the  full  Affemblie  thoghl  mofl  neceffar  to  be  cravit  : 
and  for  putting  the  fame  in  good  ordour,  employit  thair  brether,  Mrs 
Robert  Pont,  David  Lindfay,  Thomas  Buchannan,  James  Melvill ;  willing 
them  to  prefent  the  famein,  at  ten  hours,  to  the  full  Aflemblieto  beconfid- 
derit  be  them. 

As  concerning  the  voting  in  Parliament  in  name  of  the  Kirk,  li  it  falbe 
thoght  leifum  the  Minutrie  l'ouhl  fucceid  in  that  part  in  the  Prelats  place: 
li  i-  referritt  to  confultatioun  quhill  the  morne.  And  everj  Minuter  i^ 
ordainit  to  we)  and  debaif  tin'  argument  with  bimielfe,  and  ]  y  the 

morne  to  reafone  thair  opinioun  in  the  lame. 


Seffio  5      -l  Maij. 

It  i-;  ordainit,  in  t\  mes  comeing,  that  the  brether  receii  ing  commifliouns 
from  the  Kirk,  and  llouthfullie  overfieing  the  execution  therof,  fall 
Imkit  in  the  face  of  the  Afiembly  for  thair  negligence. 


-  Hio  6«- 

Forfameikle  a>  the  Kirk  conGddering  thair  duetie  firfl  to  God,  and  the 
neceffitie  of  the  charge  quhilk  is  impoCt  vponthem,  feeing  the  daylie  d< 
ofreligioun,  and  lake  of  juftice,  quherofthe  effects,  to  the   regrat 
true  Chriifaans,  mair  and  mair  falls  out  in  miferable  experience  ;  and  that 
the  dewtie  o(  tliair  office  burdeineth  them  to  difcharge  than-  confcience  in 
this  behalfe  to  thair  Soyeraine,  to  quhom  chieflie  it  appertaineth  t<>  j>ri 
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remedie  therof :  Therfor  directs  thair  brether  quhilk  were  noniinat  befor, 
to  prefent  thair  Articles  to  his  Majeftie,  together  with  Mrs  Nicoll  Dal- 
gleifhe,  Patrick  Simfone,  Patrick  Sharp,  John  Mccolme,  and  David  Fergufone, 
to  paffe  immediatlie  to  his  Majeftie  to  lament  the  daylie  decay  of  religioun, 
diffordour  and  lake  of  juftice  within  this  realme,  to  crave  his  duetie,  as  he 
Avald  anfwer  to  God,  to  be  done  for  remeid  therof,  and  gravelie  to  admon- 
ifch  his  Majeftie,  in  the  name  of  the  Eternall,  to  have  refpe6l  in  tyme  to 
the  eftate  of  the  true  religioun  perilhing,  and  to  the  manifold  murthers,  op- 
preffiouns  and  enormities  daylie  multiplied  through  impunitie  and  lack  of 
juftice  ;  and  to  difcharge  his  kinglie  office  in  both,  as  he  wald  el'chew  the 
fearefull  challenge  of  God,  and  turne  his  wrath  aff  his  Majeftie  and  the 
haill  land :  And  to  the  effe6l  his  Majeftie  may  be  the  better  inform  it  of 
the  particulars,  to  lay  down  the  lame  particularlie  to  him,  and  crave  his 
anl'uer,  that  they  may  report  the  fame  to  the  haill  AfTemblie. 


Seflio  10a-    Penultimo  Maij. 

Forfameikle  as,  at  the  fpeciall  defy  re  of  the  Kirk,  ane  Forme  of  Exiimina- 
tioun  befor  the  Communioun  was  pennit  and  formit  be  thair  brother  Mr 
Johne  Craig,  quhilk  now  is  allowit  and  imprintit  be  the  voyce  of  the  haill 
Affemblie  :  Therfor  it  is  thoght  neidfull  that  every  Paftour  travell  with 
his  flock,  that  they  may  buy  the  famein  booke,  and  reid  it  in  thair  families, 
that  they  may  be  the  better  inftructit ;  and  that  the  famein  be  red  and 
learnit  in  leelure  Schooles  in  the  place  of  the  Litle  Catechifme.  - 


Seflio  15a-    2  Junij. 

Mr  Alexander  Dickfone  compeirand,  and  [being]  inquyrit,  If  he  had 
fubfcryvit  the  Articles  of  Religioun  prefentlie  profeflit  and  eftablifchit 
within  the  Reformit  Kirk  of  this  realme,  and  communicat  at  the  Lords 
Table,  anfuerit,  He  did  both  [when  he  was  a  ftudent]  in  the  Colledge  of  Sancl 
Androes.  And  after  being  inquyrit,  In  quhat  heids  he  differs  to  fublcrive, 
anfuerit,  He  had  fundrie  heids  quherin  he  aggried  not  with  the  Confelfioun 
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of  Faith  and  Articles  <d'  Religioun  forfaid  ;    quherwith  I > o i 1 1 u-  preft  !>'•  the 

Aflembiie,  and  that  either  now  be  word,  or  the  morne  !"•  wrryte,  he  I 

be  fpecial,   at  length  plainlie  avowit  and  proteftil  he  differit  from  I 

all   the  fubftantiall  beids  and  points  <>l"  religioun  quherin  the  Papilla  i 

traverts   wit li   them:     With  quhilk  confeflioun  and  declaratioun 

tin"  brother  of  the  Aflembiie  being  advyfit,    fand    thai   be   bad   committit 

apoftaGe,  and  therfor  to  have  incurritl  the  paines  ther 


Bo  1*J        I  Junij. 

Anent  the  fupplicatioun  of  Mr  Alexander  Dickfone,  in  conclulion  o 
and  either  to  fublcryve  the  Confeflioun   of   faith,    or  within    \l  dayet 
pafle  out  of  the  realme,  and  to  that  effect  defyreand  to  be  fred   from  <-.i j»t  i - 
vitie  :  The  Aflembly  being  advyfeit  therwith,  defyrit  the  13 
burgh  to  take  ordour  with  him  ace  irding  to  th    ti  nour  of  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, and  to  fett  him  firie  vpon  catioun. 


Seffio  22«    6  Jui 

Anent  the  forme  and  ordour  of  excommunicatioun  to  be  vfil  again  11  no- 
torious murtherers  :  The  Aflembiie  hes  concludit  that  the  ordour  conl  i 
in  the  Booke  of  Excommunicatioun  be  keipit  and  followit  out  accordiri 
the  tenour  therof. 

Anent  the  haynous  and  cruell  murther  of  tin"  Erie  <■!  Murray,  comm 
be  the  Erie  of   Huntlie   and   lii-   complices:     The  brether  and  Aflem 
prefent  hes  gevin  and  givis  ordinance  and  ftrait  command  to  the  brether 
of  the  Prefbitrie  <d'  Brechin,  quho  hes  already  entrit  in  proa  fa  with  him,  t>> 
proceid,  with  concurrence  <■!  twa  breth<  r  ol  e\  erj  ane  of  the  Prelbj  tr. 
Angus   and  M ernes,  aganis  him  for  the  laid  cruel!  fact,  to  tin- 

aid-  of  the  Aflembiie. 
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Seffio  23a-   7  Junij. 

Anent  the  act  made  concerning  depoiit  Minifters  or  Perfons  at  this  laft 
Parliament :  It  was  thoght  meitt  in  the  nixt  Parliament,  or  Conventioun 
haveing  the  force  or  commitlioun  of  Parliament,  to  crave,  that  quher  it  els 
hes  bein  inactit,  that  notwithftanding  the  Paftour  be  depoiit,  the  taks  and 
titles  fett  be  him  fall  neverthelefs  Hand,  it  be  now  provydit  and  additt  be 
the  faid  act,  That  in  cace  the  tack  or  title  [be]  fett  after  the  committing  of 
the  fact  for  the  quhilk  the  perfon  is  depoiit,  that  fuch  taks,  factories,  or 
titles  quhatfumevir,  falbe  null  and  of  none  avail,  force,  nor  effect. 


L 
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